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Easter Term, 

In the Forty-fourtb Year of the Reign of George III. 



oon- 



The King v. Robert Aslett. Fefr. letfa. 

• 

THE prisoner was tried and convicted before Mr. Jus- Excheqner bnu, 
tice Le Bkmc, at the Old Bailey September sessions Bank for a goo/ 
1803, for embezzling certain papers belonging to the siderattoo, bat aigned 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England, he ^j^^* "^^^ Exche' 
being an o£Bcer and servant of the Bank, and as such, qaer by a person not 
entrusted therewith. The first count of the indictment ^^v^^7f^^^«^» ™ 

aeoantiei, or at leut 

stated, that Robert Aslett was an o£Bcer and servant of effecu within the 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, and, "••"i-gof the w c.2, 
as such officer and servant, was entrusted by the said Mrrtnt'of the Bank 
Governor and Company with certain effects belonging to embcaie moh biUa, 
the said Governor and Company ; that is to say, a c^r- J ^^ n^^'that 
Vol. I. New Series. B tain lUtute. 



CASES IN EASTER TERM 

1804. tain paper, partly printed and partly written, purporting 

^^T^"^ to be a bill, commonly called an Exchequer bill; the 

^ tenor of which said paper, partly printed and partly 

AsLETT. written, is as follows ; that is to say, (setting forth a 

bill for 600/. No. 836.,) which said paper was then and 
there belonging to the said Goyemor and Company, and 
of the value of 600/. ; and which said sum of 600/. in 
the said paper mentioned was then and there unpaid 
and unsatisfied to the said Qovemor and Company, the 
holders thereof. (The indictment then set forth two 
other bills in like manner No. 2694 and No. 1061, each 
for 1000/.) ; and that the said Robert Asktt, so then and 
there being such officer and servant of the said Governor 
and Company, and so entrusted as aforesaid with the 
said effects, so as aforesaid belonging to the said Go- 
vernor and Company, did then and there, with force and 
arms, feloniously secrete, embezzle, and run away with 
the said effects, so as aforesaid belonging to the said Qo^ 
vemor and Company, and of the value of 2600/., against 
the statute and against the peace, ^c. Thei*e were other 
counts in the indictment; some like the first count, 
above set forth, only not stating the paper to be of any 
value, and others not stating any value, but stating that 
the Governor and Company had, on the credit and se-> 
curity of the paper, partly printed and partly written, 
advanced a large sum of money, which money was un- 
paid and unsatisfied to the said Qovemor and Company, 
the holders thereof. There was also a like set of counts, 
calling the bills securities instead of effects. 

It was admitted, on the part of the prosecution, that 
these bills were not valid and legal Exchequer bills, 
having been signed with the name of Lord GrenoUk, 
the Auditor of the Exchequer, by a person not legally 
authorised to sign them for him, but that they had been 
issued as good and valid bills, and the Governor and 

Company 



IN THE FortV-fourth Year OF GEORGE III. 

Company of the Bank had bought them, and paid for 1804. 

them as such. 



The KiN« 

V. 



Judgment haying been respited on an ol^ection that AtLErr. 

the papers in question were not effects within the 15 G St. 
e. 13., the case was argued before the Judges in the 
Exchequer Chamber. 

Brddne for the Prisoner. By the common law the 
crime of larceny was confined to chattels of intrinsic ya- 
Ine. It was confined to chattels, because it was thought 
that depredations upon freehold property were less easily 
committed, and that it was not necessary, therefore, to 
repress them by a punishment so severe. From time to 
time, however, the law of larceny has been extended 
with respect to the subject matter ; and various statutes 
have passed, by which it is made felony to take iron, 
brass and other metals, though fixed to the freehold, or 
to take fish out of fish-ponds, or to lop timber trees. 
Bat the Legislature never appears to have entertained 
the idea that the law of larceny had not descended low 
enough in respect of the value of the thing taken. Be- 
fore the 2 Geo. 2. c. 25. larceny could not have been com- 
mitted of a bill of exchange. Bank note, bond, or other 
paper security for money, because the paper taken had 
no intrinsic value. To remedy this defect, therefore, the 
statute provides that persons who steal such securities 
shall be guilty of larceny in the same manner as if they 
had taken other goods of the value secured. The Legis- 
lature considered the theft of a security as an ofience 
equally injurious to the public as a theft of the thing 
secured ; but it did not think it necessary to provide 
any remedy for thefts which respected property less 
insignificant than that which the common law had made 
the subject of larceny. The object of passing the 15G.2. 
c. 13. was to remedy a defect of a very difierent nature. 
Though it had been made felony by the 21 H* 8. c« 7, 

B 2 (which 



CASES IN EASTER TERM 

1804. administration of unlawful oaths in order to give effecli 

^^^^"^f^^ to attempts to seduce persons from their allegiaiice ; 
V. yet* as the enacting part extended to the admimetering 

8LETT. unlawful oath8> purporting to bind the person taking 

the same, ** not to reveal any unlawful cMilnnation or 
eonfederacy, or not to reveal any illegal act done or to 
be done/' the administering an oath purporting to bind 
the person taking the same not to divulge the secrets 
of an unlawful association of journeymen for the pur* 
pose of raising wages> was held to be within the opera- 
tion of this statute. Here the words of the 39 Geo. 3. 
are sufficiently comprehensive to include the deiks and 
servants of the Bank* and if the 15 Geo. 2. had nevei 
passed* the prisoner might certainly have been indicted 
under that act. Is it not reasonable then to suppose, 
that as th^ Legislature had* in the first instance* passed 
a severe law with respect to the servantsof the Bank only, 
and afterwards came to the determination ot passing 
a general law upon the same subject of a milder nature, 
the old penalty with respect to the servants of tiie Bank 
was intended to be repealed* and one general* but milder 
law* to be applied to the whole kingdom ? In the case of 
Bex V. Davis, 2 Leach 306. it was holden that the 16 G. 3. 
C.30.* which punishes killing deer in a park with a pe- 
nalty of 20/. in the fest instance* and makes the second 
ofience felony* bad repealed the Black act* 9 Geo. 1 . c.22., 
so far as it made that offence felony without benefit of 
clergy in the first instance. 

Giles for the prosecution. With respect to the aup- 
posed repeal of the capital punishment prescvibed by 
the 15 Geo. 2. it may be observed ti^tt the 39 Geo. 3. r»* 
lates to a different species of ofiences from those men- 
tioned in the 15 Cko. 2. ; for* by the preamble of the 39 
Geo. 3. it plainly appears that the ofiences within the 
scope of that act are ofiences with respect to which 
doubts had been entertained whether they amounted to 

felony 
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felony before that act, whereas no doubt could arise 1804^ 

whether the offences comprehended in the 16 Geo. 2. xheRTNo 
amounted to felony, since they are expressly made felony v, 

by that act. Moreover the denominations of property Aslbtt. 

contained in the two statutes are different. The former 
speaks, of deeds and dividend-warrants, which are omitr 
ted in the latter; and in the latter statute the word '' va^ 
luable'' is introduced, which is not to be found in the 
former. The latter act extends to Scotkmd, but the for- 
mer does not. The subject-matter therefore of the two 
acts being different, there is no ground to infer that the 
penalty contained in the one was intended to be altered 
by the olJier. It is true that the penalty imposed by the 
9 Geo, 1 . c. 22. on deer-stealers was holden to be repealed 
by the 16 Geo. 3. c. 30. though the former statute was not 
particularly mentioned, but the preamble of the latter 
statute having recited the intention of the Legislatuie to 
repeal all such laws respecting deer-stealers as were in- 
effectual, and to reduce all the good provisions into one 
act, it was not to be supposed that the penalty contained 
in the 16 Geo. 3. could be intended to remain in force. 
Here bodi statutes may stand together without incon- 
sistency ; and where that is the case a repeal is not to be 
presumed. This was expressly laid down in RobimorCs 
case East P.C. 1110, Leach Cro. Ca$. 869. [Lord Eaenb(h 
rough Ch. J. Leges posteriores priores contrarias abrx^ant. 
All the cases are but applications of this principle.] Se^ 
condly,the papers described in the indictment must be 
deemed effects, within the meaning of the 15 Geo.2. They 
were the property of the Bank : and though not legally 
available as securities, they were papers which it was of 
the highest importance to the Bank to preserve. On giv- 
ing up these papers the Bank would have been entitled 
to an action for money had and received against those 
from whom they received them. They were therefore of 
importance as affording evidence upon which such an 

B 4 action 
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1 804. action might be founded. The words of the statute dcf 

^ip^JT*^ not confine its operation to effects of any particular qua- 

V. lity or value : and the word '' effects " itself is the largest 

denomination of personal property that can be used. It 
is urged however that the effects intended by this statute 
must be effects of which larceny could be committed* 
But it is to be observed that the 16 Oeo. 3. does not make 
the embezzlement of the property there described lar- 
ceny^ but creates a new felony, wholly independent of 
larceny, either at common law or by statute. The statute 
of the 39 Geo. 3. does indeed make the embezzlement 
thereby referred to larceny; for it enacts that all persons 
who shall embezzle the property therein described shall 
be deemed to have feloniously stolen the same. It is 
therefore to be expected that the word '' valuable " should 
be added to the description of the property which is the 
subject of that act ; for unless the property were of value, 
either in itself or as a security, a person taking such pro- 
perty would not be guilty of stealing. It appears how-* 
ever to have been the object of the Legislature to pro- 
tect the corporation of the Bank against the embezzle- 
ment of all property whatsoever. Among the descrip-^ 
tions of property in the 15 Geo, 2. the word '' deeds'' is 
to be found, which is omitted in the 39 Geo, 3. Now it 
is clear that the stealing a power of attorney, which is 
a deed, would not be larceny. The words, '^ dividend- 
warrants,'' is also inserted in the 15 Geo. 2. but omitted 
in the 39 Geo. 3. This difference as well as the insertion 
of the word " valuable" in the latter act, when it was 
omitted in the former, very plainly shews that the ob- 
jects of the Legislature in passing the two acts were not 
the sfiune. It may often be of importance to the Bank 
to preserve books and papers of no intrinsic value. A 
single sheet of paper may contain accounts of more con- 
sequence to the Bank than securities to a large amount. 
With respect to the supposed absurdity of making it a 

capital 
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capital felony to take a of piece paper or an old pen, it 1804. 

may be answered that the crime can never be established 
unless a felonious intent be found. 

On this day the opinion of the Judges was delivered 
at the Old BaiUy by 

Lord Alvanley Ch. J. who (after stating the case) 
said. It was admitted on the part of the prosecution, 
that the bills which are the subject of this indictment, 
were not valid and legal Exchequer bills, having been 
signed with the name of Lord GreimUe^ the auditor of 
the Exchequer, by a person not legally authorized to 
sign them for him \ but it appeared that they had been 
issued as good and valid bills, and that the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, had bought 
them and paid for them as such. Upon the indictment 
the prisoner was convicted, but judgment was respited 
in order that the opinion of the Judges might be taken 
whether these bills or papers wei'e effects or securities 
within the 16 Geo. 2. c. 13.5.12. Eleven of the twelve 
Judges met in the Exchequer Chamber on the objec- 
tions which were taken by the counsel for the prisoner 
at the time of his trial. Much consideration was given 
to those objections : they were very fully and very 
ably argued by counsel. The Judges have since ^ held 
different conferences upon them, and it is now my duty 
to communicate the result of their mature deliberation* 
Two points were made in the prisoner's favour, one 
(which I mention first in order to lay it out of the case), 
was, that supposing the offence with which the prisoner 
stood charged to be of such a description as to fall 
within the act of 15 Geo. 2. c. 13. 5.12., yet diat he 
could not be convicted under it, because that statute 
has been repealed by the subsequent act of 39 Geo. 3. 
On that point, which at the time it was made was not 
deemed by the counsel as the great and principal ob- 
jection. 



The King 



ASLETT. 
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1804. jection, it is unnecessary for me to enlarge, because all 

the Judges are clearly of opinion that on that point no 
V. doubt can be entertained, and I am authorized by them 

to say, that they all concur in the decision that nothing 
is contained in the second act which can operate as a 
repeal of the first. The more important question was. 
Whether on the true construction of the 16 Geo. 2. the 
bills or papers stated do in point of law fall within the 
words ** effects or securities" meant to be described in 
the act of parliament ? On this point the Judges have 
not been unanimous, but a majority of them are of 
opinion that they are effects or securities within the 
true meaning of the act. That clause runs thus : *' Be 
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any 
officer or servant of the said Company, being entrusted 
with any note, bill, dividend-warrant, bond, deed, or 
any security, money or other effects, belonging to the 
said Company, or having any biU, dividend-warrant, 
bond, deed, or any security or effects of any other per- 
son or persons lodged or deposited with the said Com- 
pany, or with him as an officer or servant of the said 
Company, shall secrete, embezzle, or run away with any 
such note, bill, dividend-warrant, bond, deed, security, 
money, or effects, or any part of them, every officer or 
servant so offending, and being thereof convicted in due 
form of law, shall be deemed gvolty of felony, and shall 
suffer death as a felon, without benefit of clergy." The 
great object of the Legislature was to add security and 
protection to the Bank ; its immense national concern 
called upon the Legislature for particular provisions. 
The principles of legislation must be applied to the sub- 
jects then under consideration, and the view to be taken 
of any code of laws, or any particular law, must be more 
comprehensive when it embraces so vast a concern as the 
Bank of England, than when it is applicable to personal 
regulations respecting private individuals. Considering 
this law then in the large and liberal view with which it 

was 
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was framed by the Legislature* the Judges at the same 1804. 

time disclaim any idea of straining any part of it beyond 
its plain and natural bearing* more especially in a case in 
which the violation of it is so penal. The recollection of 
the enormous weight of Exchequer bills in circulation* 
and how deeply the Bank is concerned in them* cannot 
but occur to eyery mind. In the present case the Bank 
had bought and paid for the bills in question* they had 
become the fair amd honest property of the Bank for a 
valuable consideration ; this is allowed on all hands* but 
still it was argued diat they are not such effects or 
securities as fall within the true construction and 
meaning of the act of parliament; because though they 
are unquestionably of a certain* they are not of any 
positive intrinsic value. Now* whatever the Bank have 
of their own* or whatever should be deposited with them 
as bankers by any body else* was expressly protected 
from the embeszlement of their o£Bcers or servants by 
the words of the act ; and though the bills in question/ 
may not on the face of them be of any descriptive legal 
value* yet they carry about th^n such a ccmsequence 
at least as may make their preservation of infinite im* 
portance to the Bank. In that view* therefore* they 
have a value. But there is another answer that appears 
indeed decisive ; though they may not be* in strictness 
of expression* from the defects stated in their signature* 
the very Exchequer bills they would be were that de- 
fect removed* yet the government of the country is not- 
withstandii^ pledged to pay them even as they are. 
They have been issued under die authority of parlia- 
ment* they were given as valid bills* and the holders of 
them have as strong a claim* I will not say on the honour . 
only, but on the justice of government for payment* aa 
if they were technically correct in all their parts ; they 
are theref<»e valuable papers at least* whatever they 
may be called. The holders of them received them as 
such* they were issued to them as having the stamp of 

property 
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1804. property up to the value which they import to bear. 

If^l^' They are therefore, in the true meaning: of the word, 
V. securities which may be rendered available to any per- 

sons having the legal right to them. Nor are they less 
to be deemed effects. The word " effects'' is a very 
large and general term, and is confined to no particular 
description of property, either in* specie or value ; it 
was therefore probably inserted in the^act studiously 
when the Legislature were placing a special guard 
round the Bank. Be they effects or securities, or both, 
they import value on the fkce of them. It should be 
observed too, that the offence of embezzling them is 
not made larceny, where some value must attach on 
Hxe thing taken; but it is created a felony, which induces 
no necessity for any value being ascertained, but the 
bills themselves are such a species of securities or effects 
as no man would hesitate to give the value for which 
they import to bear. If a bankrupt were in possession 
of them they are such effects as he would be bound to 
deliver up to his creditors; and if an insolvent debtor 
were to retain them as not being effects, without in- 
serting them in his schedule, the common sense of 
mankind would revolt at the idea. An executor who 
found such bills in the possession of his testator would 
be bound to pay the tax upon them, as making part of 
the personal estate coming to his hands, and he would 
be liable to a devastavit if he destroyed them. In short, 
many cases might be put to. prove them effects. But 
it was argued, that if the word ** effects" was to be so 
largely construed, without any restriction, that would 
lead to the absurdity of descending to things so trifling 
as it would be perfectly ridiculous to state, such as the 
stumps of a few old pens, or a piece of blotting paper 
in the office. But the Judges have not found them- 
selves driven to that extreme length. Their judgment 
only determines that the words of the act necessarily 
extend to such securities or effects as are entrusted ta 

their 
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their o£BcerB or servants, and that the bills in question 
fall under that description. Their only technical defect, 
therefore; being of such a nature as government would 
if necessary, be bound instantly to connect and rectify, 
and the bills in question being the fair property of the 
Bank, who had pui'chased them bona fide for a valuable 
consideration, the majority of the Judges are of opinion 
that they are effects or securities falling within the true 
construction of the 16 Geo. 2., and that their embezzle- 
ment by the prisoner under the circumstances of this 
case, being an officer and servant of the Bank, subjects 
the prisoner in point of law to conviction upon the in- 
dictment of which he was found guilty. 



1804. 



The &INO 

V. 

As LETT. 



WOODMRSTON V. ScOTT. 



April 30. 



THIS was an application to discharge the Defendant Defendtnt, baring 
upon a common appearance, under the following P"^*" ■ ^"^' **®"" 
circumstances. The Defendant in 1791 was arrested mentor a sum of 
for 3036/. due upon a bond, dated the 1st of AprU 1776, "«»«y^ '^ • sentence 
conditioned for the payment of the sum of money conrt ahouid be af .^ 
therein mentioned, in case the sentence of the Vice- fi"n«d <>" •pp«»i ; 
Admiralty Court of Antigua, on the appeal of one S. M, *" bcen'dUmUsed* 
should be affirmed ; the appeal was dismissed for want for want of prose- 
of prosecution, whereupon the above arrest took place, ^^^^> ^^^*^ 
and bail above were put in and perfected ; in the same hoiden to baU : the 
year the appeal of S. M. was upon petition restored, "PP®** being reito- 
and in consequence thereof the proceedings in the for- ^^ ^on^Cai rai- 
mer action were suspended, the Plaintiff never declared^ pended and the bail 
and the bail were discharged ; S. M. not having pro-' ?i«*^«d ; bat be- 

° ' ^ ° ^ * ing again dismissed, 

ceded in his appeal so restored, the same was dismissed a new action on the 
in March last, upon which the Defendant was again ^^ ^" «*»"- 

. i_ -rw !• J n»«no*«» Md the 

an-ested and hoiden to bad in this action ; the Defend- Defendant 



ant became a bankrupt and obtained his certificate in agw" arrested and 

the vear 1796 hoiden to baa. 

xne year i /ifo. ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ 

arrest, the Defendant 
applied to be discharged ; bat the Coort rejected the application. 

Shepherd, 
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woodmeston 
Scott. 



Jlfdy Sth. 
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Shepherd^ Seijt. in support of the rule, contended 
that the second arrest was in fact for the same cause 
of action as the first, and that as the Plaintiff had 
commenced his first action too soon he ought to suffer 
for such his conduct. He referred to Taylor v. Waste- 
ness, 2 Str. 1218. and Turner v. Schmberg, ibid. 1233. 
and Iml(nf v. EUefien, 4 East, 309. 

• 
Marshall, Serjt, amtra, obseiTed that tiie first action 
was not improperly commenced, as had been supposed, 
the appeal having been dismissed at the time when 
that action was commenced, and that it was the con- 
duct of the Defendant himself, in reviving the appeal, 
that rendered the second action necessary. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. There seems to me 
to be no ground for this application. The first action 
was not brought too soon; for at the time of its com- 
mencement there was a good cause of action. That 
being so, the appeal was revived by an onier of coun- 
cil, and of course the action could not be proceeded in : 
after this the appeal was again dismissed, and the 
plaintiff was again enabled to commence an action. 
Why should he not be entitled to bring this action 
with all the advantages that he possessed before ; one 
of which is the power of holding the defendant to bail? 

Heath and Rookb Js. concurrino-. 

Rule discharged. 



WiLLEs and Odi^s v. Gloveb. 



T^Ui'"' nP"^® "^ ^^ ^^*^^^ <>^ ^ P««<^y of insurance on a 
B^rArm^ioLmdim, ^ ^^^S^ of goods On board the ship Wolfgarth from 

effected b j tbe co-signee. on the ISth December, without commnmcating a letter received by them 
the daj befow, but dated the SOth November, infonamg them that the captm. would ««l the next 
day, and directing them, if he should not be arrired, to effect the insurance as low as possible : 
held a material concealment, though the ship did not in fact sail unta the 24th December, (a) 

(a) And see Bridges t. Hunier, I M. ^ S, 16. 

Berderygge 
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Perderygge to London. At the trial before Lord Ahan- 
ley Ch. J. at the GuUdhcdl sittings after last HSary 
term, it appeared that the shippers on the 30th of No- 
vembeTy 1802, wrote to the Plaintiffs, who were the con- 
signees, in these words : '* I think the captain will sail 
to-morrow ; but should he not be arrived in your port, 
you will be so kind as to make the insurance as low as 
you possibly can for my account." This letter having 
been received by the Plaintiffs on the 13th o( December, 
they effected a policy on the next day, without com- 
municating the letter to the underwriters. It was also 
proved that it was not the custom for ships to sail from 
Berderygge to London without a fair wind ; that the 
Toyage was often performed in four or five days, and 
when the weather was not very favourable, in about 
ten days. The ship Wdf garth did not in fact sail till 
the 24th of December. The jury found a verdict for 
the Plaintiffs. 

On a foimer day Shepherd Serjt. having obtained a 
rule nut for a new trial. 



1804. 

WllLES 

ttod Others 
Glover. 



Bayky Seijt. now shewed cause, and contended that 
as the ship did not sail until ten days after the policy 
was effected, the risk was in no respect varied by the 
concealment of the letter ; that unless the circumstance 
concealed would *vary the amount of the premium, the 
concealment will not vitiate the policy ; that the ex- 
pectation of the shipper in this case, which was not 
realized by the sailing of the ship at the expected time 
was not material, and therefore need not be communi- 
cated to the underwriters. He observed that this case 
differed essentially from those of Da Costa v. Scanderet, 
2 P. Wms. 170. Seaman v. Fonnereau, 2 Str. 1183. 
Hodgson, V. Richardson, 1 BL 463. and RatcKffe v. Shool- 
bred, ParUs Inmr. 181. ; in all which cases the circum- 
stances concealed would have materially varied the 
premium; had they been disclosed to the underwriters. 

Sir 




WiLLES 

and Others 

«. 
Gloveb. 
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Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. (stopping Sl^herd 
and Best Serjts. in support of the rule) I have great 
difBcuIty in conceiving how the omission to communi- 
cate the letter in question to the underwriters can be 
deemed immaterial. When the shipper says that he 
expects the captain to sail to*morrow, it imports that 
he who writes knows the ship to be in such a condition 
as to give a just expectation of her sailing at that time ; 
he then desires the consignee, in case the ship should 
not have arrived, to effect the insurance as low as pos- 
sible. By this he seems to have supposed that the 
ship might arrive before the letter, and that if it did 
not a high premium would be exacted. Was not this 
letter therefore material to be communicated to the 
underwriters, in order that they might have an oppor- 
tunity of exercising their judgment in settling the 
premium ? Had it not been for the opinion of the jury, 
I should not have entertained the least doubt upon the 
subject. But though great respect is due to their opi- 
nion, still I think their judgment has been too hastily 
formed, and that the case ought to be re-considered. 



Heath and Rooke Js. concurring. 



Rule absolute (a)r 



(a) The oaaie was tried ftgaio, and a ? erdict foaiid for the Defendint. 



JToySth. 



Strong v. Natally. 



THIS was an action on a policy of insurance on a 
cargo of fish from Shetland to London. The policy 



Action 00 a policy 
OB gooda <* until the 
cargo ahonld be dia- 

charged and aafelj landed ;" on the arriral of the ship the goods insured were pnt on board a lighter 
hired u the nsual waj, and brought to the Plaintiff's wharf in the e? ening, but not landed, on 
account of the rough weather ; the Plaintiff then undertook to see to the landing himself, bot in the 
night the lighter was b/.an unaToidaUe aocident, sunk, and the goods loat : held that the under- 
writers were difoharged. 



was 



Matally. 
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was in the usual form ** until the cargo should be dis- 1804. 

charged and safely landed." The cause was tried be- ^""^' 

^ ^ Strong 

fore Lord Alvanky Ch. J. at the Guildhall sittings after ^ v. 
last Hilary term, when the jury found a verdict for the 
Defendant under the following circumstances. On the 
arrival of the ship the goods insured were put on board 
a lighter hired in the usual way, and brought to a wharf 
belonging to the Plaintiff in the afternoon, but in con- 
sequence of the roughness of the weather could not be 
landed that evening. The lighterman, finding that he 
could not land the goods, asked the Plaintiff whether 
he should stay to see the cargo landed. The Plaintiff 
said that he need not do so, for that he (the Plaintiff) 
would look to the landing himself. Accordingly the 
lighterman left the cargo alongside the wharf. In the 
course of the night the lighter was sunk, without any 
neglect being imputable to any one ; and a watchman in 
the employment of the pontiff, having discovered the 
circumstance, immediately gave an alarm. 

A rule having been obtained on a former day, calling 
on the Defendant to shew cause why the verdict should 
not be set aside and a new trial had. 

Shepherd Seijt. now shewed cause, and insisted that 
the liability of the Defendant was put an end to by the 
conduct of the Plaintiff in taking the goods under his 
own care : that if duch a delivery were not sufficient to 
discharge the underwriters, nothing short of the goods 
being actually warehoj^sed would relieve them from 
their undertaking. He admitted the authority of Hurry 
V. The Royal Exchange AsmranceC(mqMiMf, 2 Bo$. if Pul. 
430., but insisted that this case was distinguishable 
from that, since there the (mly question was. Whether 
the insurer was liable for the risk attending the carriage 
of the goods from ship to shore in a public lighter; 
whereas here, admitting the underwriter to be subject 
. to such liability, the goods were received by the Plaiti- 

VoL. I. N. S. C tiff 
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1 804. tiff into his own custody, insomuch that the lightermfta 

z^^^' was prevented by him from takincr that care of them 

Stbong r j o 

V. which he would otherwise have done. 

Katally. 

Best Serjt. contra, observed that the only question 
was. Whether the voyage was at an end ; for if not, the 
loss had happened by one of the perils insured against; 
that in Hurry v. T%e Royal Exdumge Assurance Com- 
pany, the authority of Sparrow v. Carruthers, 2 Str. 1236. 
had been considerably shaken, in which latter case it 
had been holden that a party by taking goods into his 
own lights* discharged the underwriters ; that the con- 
duct of the Plaintiff in this case could not amount to 
more than making the lighter his own ; that it was of 
no consequence whether the goods during the night 
remained in the custody of the lighterman or of the 
Plaintiff, since neither of them could have prevented 
the accident which happened ; that the goods therefore 
being lost in the course of their conveyance from the 
ship to the shore, the underwriter, according to the 
authority of Hurry v. Uie Royal Exchange Assurance 
Company, was liable to answer for the loss. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. This case depends 
upon a very short point ; namely, whether the owner 
of the cargo, under the particular circumstances of this 
case, did not take the cargo into his own caie and pos- 
session? It seems to me that he did. The goods 
were brought in the lighter to |)ie Plaintiff's whaif, and 
if nothing had happened to relieve the lighterman from 
that duty, he would have been bound to set some per- 
son to vratch over the goods until they should be landed. 
But the owner of the goods in this case dispensed with 
the obligation of the lighterman to take charge of them 
during the night, and took them into his own cust^y ; 
and while they were in his custody they were lost. 
Can it be contended then diat by such conduct the 

Plaintiff 
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Plaintiff did not discharge tiie liglilerman 7 If he did 1804^ 

discharge the lighterman he placed himself in the same stroiio' 

situation as if the goods had been actually landed and «• 

delivered. It is argued that it does not appear that any 
care would have prevented the accident which hap- 
pened ; as to which I will only observe that neither 
does it appear that the accident might not have been 
prevented by extraordinary diligence. It appears to 
me that this case is not distinguishable from thstt of 
of Sparrow v. Carruthers. There the owner of the goods 
chose to employ his own private lighter to land them, 
and by that act he was holden to have discharged the 
underwriter. The Plaintiff in this case chose to take 
the goods into his own possession before they were 
landed, and having so done he might have kept them 
in the lighter for a week ; for he had as much control 
over them, as if they had been in his custody for that 
period. I think the verdict therefore perfectly right 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. The Plain- 
tiff in this case relies on the words in the policy '^ until 
they are safely landed.'* But every party may renounce 
so much of a contract as is for his own benefit. Now in 
this case the Plaintiff^ by his conduct, has renounced all 
the benefit which would have accrued to him from the 
words of the policy on which he relies. It matters not 
how the loss happened after the Plaintiff had released 
the underwriters from that provision in the policy under 
which they would otherwise have been liable. 

RooKE J. I am of the same opinion, and I should 
not add any thing to what has already been observed by 
my Lord Chief Justice and my brother, with whom I 
entirely agree, if it had not been supposed by Mr. Park, 
in the last edition of his book, p. 22., that this Court, 
in the case of Hurry v. The Royal Exchange Assurance 
Company, had denied the authority of Sparrow v. Car- 

C 2 rutfiers. 
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1804. rutkers: whereas we certainly did not intend to shake 

'-^'^' the authority of that case, but only to decide the case 

Strong •* •' 

V. then before the Court upon its own cm^umstances. 
Natally. 

Rule discharged. 



Maif 6tb. BiCKNELL V. KePPEL. 

Under a plea of Uie r | ^HIS was an action for goods sold and delivered to 
tiie prabtiff^re in ' -*" *^® amount of 70/. to which the Defendant pleaded 
eridenee a letter of the general issue and the statute of limitations. At the 
aMwcr to M appUoa- ^^ before Lord Ahanley Ch. J. at the sittings after 
tion for payment of last Hilary term, it appeared that the debt had been 
l^l^*'*^!!-!?!? *^* contracted above six years before the commencement 

latter referred tne *' 

pTaintiff to bis soUoi- of the actiou ; that the Defendant having been applied 
tort, bj whose opinion ^ for payment of the debt by a. letter from the Plain- 

ed/aWing, " tbl7we ^^^' dated the 23d of July 1803, wrote to the Plaintiff 
in possession of my on the 26th of the same month, in the following terms : 
SiE^.- S X\ " ' *^^® received your letter of the 23d, and must refer 
conYonation with the you to Messrs. C. my solicitors, whose opinion always 
pefMdanfs solicitors, governs me. I recommend you to call on them, as it 

in which the J stated, . 

that if the Plaintiff ^ill sftve you the trouble of a journey to W. They are in 
had any letter which possession of my determination and ability.*' In conse- 

would bind the De- /•••i^ «vitf«i*i-m*-iv 

fendant, the debt queucc of this letter, a person on behalf of the Plaintin 

would be paid, if it having Called on Messrs. C. and stated that he came on 

ttds Wng left to ' account of the Defendant's bill, was informed by them 

the jnry, a Terdict that the Defendant was out of town, but that if the 

was found for (he Plaintiff had any letter which would bind the Defend- 

Plautiff; but the '' 

Court inclining to tmt, the debt would be paid if it amounted to 100/. 
think it did not i^rd AlvatUey Considered himself bound by the case of 

the*stotatT^ted Lloy^ ▼• Maund, 2 T. R. 760. to leave it to the jury, to 
a new trial, (a) decide whether the above letter, coupled with the sub- 
sequent conversation at Messrs. C, amounted to an 

(a) And see Brywn v. Horseman, 4 East. 590. Craig v. Cox. Holt. N i. Pri. 
380. Letq>er v. Tatlon» 16 East. 420. CoUman r. Marsh, 3 Taunt. 380. 
M^Umgs ▼. Sfune, 7 Taunt. 608. 

acknow- 
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acknowledgment of a debt. The jury found a verdict 1804. 

for the Plaintiff. ^^^^^' 

. BiCKNBLL 

A rule nisi for a new tnal having been obtained on a _ «• 

former day, 

« 

CockeU Seijt. shewed cause, and insisted, that upon 
the authority of Uoyd v. Maund, Lord Alvanley did 
right in leaving to the jury the letter of the Plaintiff, 
and desiring them to put their own construction upon 
it. He observed that the letter was of itself ai^biguous, 
and was fit therefore to be submitted, together with all 
the other circumstances of the case, to the jury, and 
that their conclusion ought not now to be disturbed. 

Shepherd Seijt. corUrd, urged that the conversation 
with Messrs. C. only amounted to a promise that the 
Defendant should pay the debt if the Plaintiff had any 
letter which would bind him ; but that the letter written 
by the Defendant contained no expression which could 
have that effect. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The letter written by 
the Defendant in the case of JJayd v. Maund is very 
different from that written by the Defendant in this 
case. The turn of the letter in that case was, that it 
was unjust that the Plaintiff should do any thing to 
injure the Defendant, and that rather than pay any 
costs beyond those of defending the action the Defend- 
ant would go to gaol. But how could the Plaintiff 
send the Defendant to gaol, unless Bome debt was due? 
In the present case, although the term '' ability" may 
seem to import that the Defendant owed something 
that he could not pay, yet I do not think there is suf- 
ficient in that expression unexplained to take the case 
out of the statute. When the case is tried again, the 
Plaintiff may examine Messrs. C* as to the Defendant's 

C3 abiUty 
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ability, and as to any determinatioti he had commnni- 
cated to them respecting payment of the demand* 

Heath and Rooke Js. concuiring. 



Rule absolute. 



JToySth. 

This Court will 
not allow an attor* 
nej't Hen upon the 
ooits to prerent a 
set off in oosts 
between the paities 
to a suit. 



Emdin v. Darlet. 

THIS was an apfmcation to the doovt to allow the 
costs of this action (in which Ihe Plaintiff had 
been nonsuited), when taxed, to be set-off against oer* 
tain costs due from the Defendant to the Plaintiff, 
incarred by the fotmer temoring an indictment prefer- 
red against himself by the latter, from the Sunts quarter 
sessions into the King's Bench, and on whieh indict- 
ment die Defendant had been convict^. 



J3es/ Serjt. shewed cause, and insisted, that the Coiupt 
would not take away from the Defendant's attorney the 
only stourity he had for the payment of his costs in 
tiie action, which Would be the oottsequence of such a 
set-off being alkm^ed. 

But the dnai observed, that the dttom[ey*s lien could 
not be allowed to interfere wiA tiie equitable arrange- 
ment of costs between the paities to the suit, and that 
as the attorney acts upon the credit of his dient and 
has his personal security £»" payment of his c6sts» 
this Oouft alwagrs allows appUcaticma of thia kixtd^ (a) 



Rule absolute. 



f4ij Vid. nm V. O^, 2 Bw. 4* Puff. as. a^a the eases thm dted. 
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1804. 

SeLLAR t?. M*VlCAR, ^ . , 

Mmf 7th. 

THIS was an action brought to recover the amount PoUcjon fnigkt 
of the Defendant's subscription on a policy of in- ^^""^ '* *®®''/" 

^ * J a Tojage at and 

surance, dated the 27 April 1802, on a voyage '' at and from Demerara, 
from Demerara, Berbke, and the Windward and Leeioard ^^^' "»d **>• 
Islands to London" and by the policy the insurance was ig,ard isiarndt to Loh- 
declared to be on freight valued at 600/. The Defend- ^^i **>• ■'"'P '>«"»k 
ant subscribed the policy for 2000/. at a premium of Ign^^^^^^ter- 

33Sm per cent* * ^ >nto bj the maiter 

The declaration stated a loss by a peril of the sea 7*** !]!~?^*"' 

* ^ for a fireigfat from 

while the vessel was at Demerara* There was also a BerhUe to Lomdon, 
count in the declaration for money had and received. **"* ^^"^ ^ ^ p^* 

' ' on board at BtrbieSf 

The Defendant pleaded non asmmpsii, and paid 3/. 10;. ^^ the ship to take 
into Court on the count for money had and received. » cargo of brioki and 
The cause came on to be tried before Lord Alvanleif, at J*^^ ^ ^b!mu!uA 
the sittings at GuUdhaU after last Trinity term, when deiirer them there ; 
the jury found a verdict for the plaintiff on the count ^^^^^^^^^^ 
upon the policy for 200/. subject to the opinion of the with the brioks and 

court upon the following case, plankt on board, ahe 

* " , met with KB aooident, 

The Plaintiff was owner of the ship La FratemUe, and in eonaeqnence 
mentioned in the policy at the time of the loss and the ■•^*' ••"** **•' 

'^ '' freight ; held that it 

insurance. In the month of February 1802, the ship wai not a Iom within 

then being at Demerara, (where she had discharged a t^o policy, (a) 

cargo of slaves,) directly after the delivery of that cargo. 

Waiter Scott, the master, entered into an agi*eement with 

the house of Martins and Co. for a freight for the said 

ship from Berbice to London, for a cargo to be put on 

board at Berbice, to be carried from Berbice to London, 

And it was at the same time agreed that she should 

t^e in a cargo of bricks and planks to be carried from 

Demerara to Berbice, and the whole of such cargo of 

bricks and planks was to be delivered at Berbice. No 

charter-party or any written agreement was entered 

into for the freight from Demerara to Berbice, but the 

(a) 'And Me nwcolt r. Chrutin, 2. J. 4* 9. ^9». 

C 4 usual 
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1804. usual and customary freight from Demerara to Berbice 

was to be paid ; nor was any charter-party or any writ- 
ten contract entered into for such freight of the cargo 
from Berbice to London, but the usual and customary 
freight from Berbice to London was to be paid. The 
agreement at Demerara for so loading the ship was not 
a distinct or different agreement from Demerara to 
Berbice^ and from Berbice to London, but was one entire 
agreement entered into at one and the same time. The 
ship took in the cargo to be carried from Demerara to 
Berbice^ and afterwards broke ground for the purpose 
of proceeding from thence to Berbice, but after she had 
00 broken ground, and whilst she continued at Deme- 
rara, by a peril of the sea she ran foul 6( another ship 
there, called the Jupiter, and received 'such damages 
that she was condemned and sold, and the cargo she 
had on board for Berbice was taken out of her and no 
freight was ever earned. Berbice lies entirely out of 
the usual track and course of a voyage from Demerara 
to London, 

The question for the opinion of the court was. Whe- 
ther the Plaintiff was entitled to recover ? If the Court 
should be of opinion that he was entitled to recover, 
then the present verdict to stand ; if otherwise, the 
verdict to be entered for the defendant. 

LeiuSerjt. for the Plaintiff, contended, that as the 
agreement under which the ship sailed was stated in 
the case to be one entire agreement, as soon as the ship 
broke ground at Demerara Ae began to earn freight 
according to the terms of that agreement, and conse- 
queirtly the policy attached ; that although the agree- 
ment had two distinct objects in view, viz. that the ship 
should take a cargo from Ikmerara to Berbice, and 
another from Berbice to London, the latter of ^ich had 
wholly failed, yet as the former had commenced, there 

was 
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was an inception of the risk described in the policy* 
and that according to the terms of the policy the voyage 
insured might be considered as a voyage from Demerara 
to London, with liberty to take in a cargo at Berbice. 
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Bat the Court (stopping Best Serjt. who was to have 
argued h contra) said» If it had been in the course of the 
trade for a ship to take in part of her cai^o at Demerara 
and part of her cargo at Berbice, the case would have 
stood upon a very different ground. But here the first 
voyage from Demerara to Berbke had nothing to do with 
the voyage insured. The voyage insured was from 2)e- 
merara to London, or from Berbke to London, or from any 
of the Windward or Leeward Islands, according to the 
place from which the ship might happen to sail on her 
voyage to London. Now in this case such voyage never 
commenced ; the case itself excludes any inception of 
the voyage. The ship took in a cargo at Demerara to 
be carried to Berbke, and there expected to get the 
cargo which she was to carry to London. 

Verdict to be entered for the Defendant. 



Blaker and Another v. Anscombe. 



IfoyOth. 



TROVER for some trees. At the trial before Heath Certain hmdB, to- 
J. at the Lent assizes for Sussex, it appeared that g««»«'^M'ti»ewood. 

^^ &o. were oooTojed 

by lease and release dated the 20th and 21st of April, under a marriage set- 
made after the marriage of John Walder and Sarah his ♦"•^•"^ to ii. and iJ. 

° , their heira and as- 

wife, in pursuance of marriage articles, certain premises gignp; donng the iif« 

of S. W. in trust, to 
paj the. rents and profits as the said S. W* should appoint, daring her life, and after her decease, to 
the Bse of sooh child or children of the marriage, and in each shares as the said S. W. should ap- 
point ; and for want of appointment, to thto ase of the children equal] j, &c. and the heirs of their 
bodies, with cross-remainders ; and in defaolt of snoh issue, to the use of the right heirs of S, W. 
for erer. Held that J. and B, could not maintain trorer agabst the Defendant, a stranger, for 
certain trees, which had been cut down b/ order of the husband of S. W, and earned away by 
the Defendant. 

therein 
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Blakbb 
and Another 

Anscombe. 



therein mentioned, together with all woods, underwoods, 
and timber trees, were conveyed to one Ttomas Tourle» 
his heirs and assigns, to the intept that he should be 
tenant to the pracq>e for suffering a common recovery, 
the uses of which, when suffered, were declared to be to 
Wm. Blaker and Waiter Hubome (the Plaintiffs), their 
heirs and assigns, for and during the natural life of the 
said SkuYih Walder, in trust, to pay the rents and profits 
in such manner as the said Sarah, notwithstanding her 
coverture, should appoint ; and fixmi and immediately 
after the decease of the said Sarah Waider to the use of 
such child or children of the marriage, and in such shares 
as the scdd SoroAshould appoint; andfor want of appoint- 
ment to the use of the children, equally between them as 
tenants in common, and the heirs of their respective bo- 
dies, with cross-remainders ; and in default of such issue 
to the use of the right heirs of Sarah Walder for ever : 
that a recovery was suflfered in pursuance of the settle- 
ment : that the trees which were the subject of the ac- 
tion, were cut down upon the premises mentioned in the 
settlement by order of John Walder, and -taken away by 
the Defendant : that the trees were demanded by the 
Plaintiffs, and the Defendant refused to deliver them up. 
It was objected on the part of the Defendant, that the 
Plaintiffs under the settlement had only an estate pur 
outer vie ; that the trees when standing were part of the 
inheritance, and when feUed belonged to the own^r of 
the idberitance,for which the case of Bewicke v. WhitfiM, 
3 P. Wnu. 267. was cited, and that the Plaintiffs there- 
fore were not entitled to maintain the action. A verdict 
however was found for the Plaintiffs, with liberty to the 
Defendant to move that a nonsuit should be entered. 

Accordingly a rule md having been obtained for that 
purpose on a former day. 



Best Seijt. now shewed cause, and contended, that 
although, by the general rule of la^, the owner of the 

inheritance 
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inheritance is entitled to timber felled upcm the land, 
yet that the trustees in this case had such a special 
property in the trees as entitled them to maintain their 
action again a wrong doer. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch.J.(stopping£ay%Ser|t.) 
fiow can it be made out that the trustees in this case 
had any greater estate than during the life of the tenant 
for life ? If they had no greater estate they cannot pos- 
6ibly m&intain this action. Had the limitation been to 
the trustees and their heirs, to the use of them and their 
heirs, the case might hare been very different. It is 
true that the trustees had a special property in the 
trees while standing, but that property ceased when 
ihey were cut down. 
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and Another 
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Heath J. It occurred to me at the trial that the 
estate of the trustees might possibly be considered as 
commensurate with the different limitations In the set- 
tlement ; but I am now satisfied that the estate limited 
to them was only pur aiUer vkj and consequently that 
this action Cannot be maintained. There is a distinc- 
tion between limitations by settlement and limitations 
by will ; in the latter case they are construed according 
to the intention of the testator, and then the trustees, 
under a limitation of this sort, might be considered as 
having an estate commensursCte with the subsequent 
limitations ; but that mode of construction cannot be 
applied to a limitation by settlement. 

RooKE J. concurring. 



Rule absolute. 
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""^ "*■■• Grdndy v. Mell. 

IiiriiiShtl^I nPHIS was an action for goods sold and delivered, 
oation. th« piuattiT ■*- Plea tum ossuaqisit, as to all but 15/. and as to the 
«dd At rimieut ud 15/ j^ tg^^jgj ,jgfQjg jjjg commencement of the suit. The 

take the record down 

to trifti, and the De- replication joined issue on the non asmmpsit, and as to 
fendant obtain a tot- the plea of tender set forth a writ sued out before the 
not grant a new trie] ^^^i^^^^r. Concluding with the usual verification. The 
bnt wUi amend the Defendant in his rejoinder alleged, that he did before the 
reco . i^a) suiug out of any writ at the suit of the Plaintiff tender 

the said 15/. and concluded, " And this he is ready to 
▼erify^ wherefore he prays judgment if the said Plaintiff 
^ ought to have or maintain his aforesaid action to recover 
any damages by reason of the non-payment of the said 
15/. parcel as aforesaid, against him, &c.'' To this was 
added a nmiliter^ ** And the said Plaintiff doth the like.'* 
The record then went on : ** Therefore as well to try this 
issue as the said other issue above joined between the 
parties aforesaid, the sheriff is commanded,'' Sec. 

This cause was tried at the last Nottinghamskire Lent 
assizes, when a verdict was found for the Defendant, 
both on the rum assumpsit and the plea of tender. 

A rule rdsi was obtained by the Plaintiff early in this 
term, for setting aside this verdict, and granting a new 
trial, on the ground that there was no issue joined as to 
the tender, the rejoinder having concluded to the court 
instead of the country ; and at the same time another 
rule nisi for amending was obtained by the Defendant. 

Vaughan Serj t. now shewed cause against the first rule, 
and supported the last, contending that the mistake was 
a mere informality, and cured by the statute of jeofails, 

(a)And8ee£r«ae«idT.J6ra*«i#,2Taiint.81. Cooker. Bm-ht, 6Taant.l64. 

the 
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the distinction being that where an immaterial issue is 
joined, the Court must award a repleader ; but where the 
issue is only informally joined it is cured by the statute. 
He referred to the case of Bennet v. HoBpeck, 2 Sound. 
317. and the notes thereon in the edition by Mr. Seijt. 
TFt/ZkUTtf, where all the cases on the subject are collect- 
ed ; and observed that in Sayer v. Pocock, Cowp. 407. 
where a similiter was allowed to be added after verdict, 
one of the reasons given was, that the Court only made 
that right which the Defendant understood to be so, by 
going down to trial. 



1804. 




Bayley Seijt. contri, insisted thiat neither party in this 
case had put himself upon the country as to the plea of 
tender, and that it would be impossible to indict for per- 
jury any of the witnesses who gave evidence on this trial. 
He observed, that the Court by amending might enable 
the party to try the question again, but that they could 
not by the amendment remove the objection that none 
of the witnesses could be indicted for perjury. He added 
that in Sajfer v. Pocock, one of the parties had put him- 
self Upon the country, which neither of them had here 
done. 



But 7%e Court were of opinion that they were war- 
ranted by the ca8e*of Soyer v. Pocock in amending this 
informality after verdict ; for that the same difficulty re- 
specting the indictment of the witnesses for perjury 
existed in that case as in this, since one of the parties 
there had not put himself upon the country. 



Per curiam. 



Rule for a new trial dischai^ed. 
Rule for the amendment absolute. 
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JTaylltb. ChAMBEKLAIN V. PoBTEB. 

A proiusMcy Mtk rriHIS was an action on a luomissoiy note for 20/. 

dnirn b6rore the I ^ ^ 

37 Geo. s. c. 136. -^ drawn in the year 1794. The canse was tried 
upon ft receipt •tamp before Grosc J. at the last assizes for Cambridge, when 
Uiftt* wq!iJed*for*a * verdict was found for the Plaintiff notwiths^euiding 
promisfloryDote,!! not an objection taken to the note on aecoant of the stamp, 
a aoie id uw. ^hich was a sizpenny receipt stamp, instead of a note 

stamp of the same value. 

On a former day a nile tdsi was obtained for setting 

aside the veidict, and having a new trial. 

Sellcn Serjt. now shewed cause. The objection in 
this case is not that the note had not a stamp of a proper 
value, but that it has not the peculiar stamp appro* 
priated to promissory notes. At the time this note was 
given, the 31 Geo. 3. c. 25. was the only statute regulat* 
ing the stamp duty on promissory notes. From that act 
it clearly appears that the Legislature did not intend to 
make any particular stamp necessary to a promissory 
note, but only contemplated a duty ad valorem being paid 
on notes. The terms used in the act are, that upon every 
promissory note above 6/. and not exceeding 30/. '' shall 
be charged a stamp duty of sixpence.'' Indeed the 
meaning of the Legislature is explained by the sixth 
section, in idiich it is provided that if any promissory 
note, contrary to the true intent of the act, shall be 
stamped or marked with a stamp or mark of a lower de- 
nomination or value than by the act is directed, the 
drawer shall be answerable to the crown for the duty. 
It is tru* that in Jfamtwg v. Livie, Bayley on jBi&,p. 20. 
note (c) ; and in Robinson v. Drybrough, 6 T. R. 317. 
where the stamps upon the instruments were composed 
of duties laid on by different statutes, a stamp ad valorem 
was held insufficient j but in the latter case there is a 

reference 
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I 

/ 

reference to*a case of L^ge r. Tyte, E. 30 Geo. 3. B.R. 
where a contrary doctrine was laid down, and in Ackison/i 
V. Skarkmd, 1 Etp. N.P. Ca$. 292. Lord Xaiyoii admitted 
a proniissoiy note in eyidence, written npm a sixjienny 
receipt stamp, sixpence being tlie amount of the duty 
upon the note, and that dutf not being compounded of 
sereral sums, but laid €Kn by the same statute. 
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Praed Seijt. in support of the rnle^ The 22 Geo. 3. 
€. 33. whith was the flfst act imposing a duty on pro- 
missory notes, does not impose any duty on receipts, and 
the second section of that act enacts that the commia* 
sioners for the better levying the duties shall use and 
provide such stamps to denote the said several duties as 
shall be requisite in that behalf. When the commis- 
sioners therefore have provided a particular stamp for a 
particular instrument, it becomes the same thing under 
the above enactment, as if the Legislature had expressly 
directed a peculiar stamp as applicable to that particular 
instrument only. In the 27 Geo. 3. c. 13. «• 41 . the Le- 
gislature recites, that the duties on vellum, parchment, 
and paper are applicable io various purposes, and the 
commissioners are directed to keep separate accounts of 
tile monies arising therefrom, and to provide distinct dies 
or stamps to denote each duty ; and then, to prevent the 
multijdicatibn of stamps, empowers the commissioners 
to cause one new stamp, die, or mark to be provided to 
denote each rate of duty upon each piece of vellum, 
paper, or parchment. No stamp therefore can be deemed 
die Stamp which the Legislature bias directed, unless it 
be the stamp which the commissioners have required. 
Indeed the 23 Geo.d.e.^. which repealed the 22 Geo. 3. ^ 
e.33« has a similar provision, requiring the comnKs- 
vioners to provide such stamps as they shall deem ne- 
cessary ; and to keep separate accounts. The 3 1 Geo. 3. 
c. 35. preserves the distinction between the stamps 

upon 
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upon receipts and proimBBOTy notes, as well as the 
35 Geo.3.c.55. and the 37 6eo.3.c.90. Indeed while the 
Legislature keep distinct the accounts of monies received 
from the different stamp duties, the several stamps can- 
not be blended, nor will the mere value of the stamp 
give validity to the ' instrument, unless it be also the 
proper kind of stamp. The intention of the Legislature 
upon this point may be collected from the preamble of 
the 37 Geo. 3. c. 136. which recites that deeds and other 
instruments cannot be given in evidence, nor are in 
any manner available, unless stamped with the proper 
stamps, provided for such purpose ; and that from the 
variety of stamps provided for different purposes mis- 
takes have arisen andmay again arise in the use of such 
stamps, for want of knowing the proper denomination or 
value required in particular cases ; and the 6th section 
provides that a bill of exchange or promissory note, 
drawn upon a stamp of an improper denomination, but 
of equal or superior value, may be stamped by the com- 
missioners on payment of the duty and a penalty. In 
Manmng v. Uvie Lord Kenyan refused to allow a note to 
be read, which was on a deed stamp, and in jRo6tiuori v. 
Drybroughf his Lordship says, it is absolutely necessary 
that the distinction of the several stamps should be pre- 
served in courts of justice as long as that distinction is 
kept up by the Legislature. When therefore he comes 
to revise the opinion given by him in Achesany, Sharland, 
he thinks that a stamp ad valorem is insuflScient : and in 
Farr v. Price, 1 East, 65. the Court determined that no 
other than the peculiar stamp appropriated by the law 
to the particular instrument will avail, even and though 
the stamp used be of greater value ; nor is the authority 
of that case shaken by the case of Taylor v. Hague, 
2 £a5^,414. where the Court held a promissory note upon 
a stamp of a higher value than was required, available 
on die particular ground that the value was composed 

of 
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of three different sttms applicable to several funds to 
which the duties on pi-omissory notes are carried. 

Cur. ad. vuU. 

On this day the opinion of the Court was delivered by 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The question is. 
Whether a promissory note written on a receipt stamp 
of equal value with that required for a promissory note 
is to be deemed a note available in law ? It is not neces- 
sary to go through all the acts which have been cited, 
since none of them carry the matter further than the 
37 Geo3.c.l36. That act is a clear legislative declaration 
that it is not sufficient that a certain sum of money be 
paid on the instruments which are the subject of taxa- 
tion, but the stamp used must be of the proper denomi- 
nation. A receipt stamp will not avail if used upon a 
note, nor a note stamp if used upon a receipt. The 
37 Geo.3. e. 136. contemplates the mistakes which might 
arise in the use of stamps, and makes provision for those 
mistakes. It enacts that where any instrument, except 
bills, notes, and drafts, shall have been stamped with a 
stamp of a different denomination, but of equal or greater 
value than that required by law, the commissioners, upon 
payment of the duty and a penalty of 6/., may stamp the 
same with the proper stamp. With respect to bills and 
notes, which by 31 Geo. 3. c. 25. were forbidden to be 
stamped after they were made, it provides that bills and 
notes which should be made subsequent to 37 Geo. 3. 
c. 136. and stamped with an improper stamp,but of equal 
or greater value than the stamp required, might be 
stamped by the commissioners, on payment of the duty 
and a penalty. But bills and notes given before that act, 
remain in the same situation as if the act had not been 
passed. By the provisions there introduced, the Legis 
lature plainly supposed that all instruments not stamped 
with a stamp of a proper denomination were good for 
Vol. I. N.S. D nothing; 
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nothing; otherwise the provisions would be useless. 
Where an instrument is upon an improper stamp, the 
commissioners are authorized to stamp it, upon payment 
of a penalty and the duty ; but bills and notes given be- 
fore that act, are excepted from its operation ; and yet 
if this note, which is not stamped with a stamp of the 
proper denomination, and which was drawn before that 
act, be good, it would be in a better situation than those 
bills and notes which the commissioners are authorized 
to stamp under the act, on payment of a penalty and the 
duty. Without therefore going further into the statutes 
or the cases, which all lead to the same conclusion, we 
think that in this case, unfortunate as it is, the note 
cannot avail, and consequently there must be a new trial. 
Had the 31 Geo, 3. c. 25. stood alone, there might have 
been strong ground to contend, that a stamp ad valorem 
would have been sufSicient. 

Rule absolute. 



A bond wu giTen to 
A. B. C. 4^. payable 
to them and their sno- 



M/qri2th. Dance and Others v. Oirdler and Othera, 

Executors of Henry Capel. 

DEBT on bond, dated the 6th August 1780, given by 
one Jesse Honvood, together with the Defendant's 
cefion, as the goTer- testator, to the Plaintiffs, and several other persons since 
Muaioians, condition- deceased, govcmors of the Society of Musicians, for the 
ed to aeonre /. H.*» then present year, payable to the said persons and their 

with them*^"aieiJ successors, as govemors of the said Society ofMusicians. 
snooesson,goTeniora, The Defendants craved oyer of the bond and condi- 
^. aa their coUectorj ^.^^^ ^j^j^^ ^^^^^ ^^ j^ ^j^^^^ ^^^^ . ,, Whereas the 

ftfterwarda the aooiety 

was inooiporated by above bounden Jesse Horwood was, on the 7th day of 

lettera patent, at which 

time /. H. had dnly aoooonted for all monies collected by him, bat after the incorporation receired ^ 
money for which he did not aoooont. Held that the obligor of the bond was not liable for snch 
default of /• H, in an action on the bond, (a) 

(a) Vide Metca^e t. Brum, 2 Gampb.422. ; Olpi t. Herid, STaont 208. 221 . 

At^St 
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August 1763» by the majority of the members of the said 
Society of Musicians, elected into the office or employ- 
ment of collector of the monies due and to grow due to 
to the said Society : now the condition of the above- 
written obligation is such, that if the said Jesse Horwood 
do in all respects well and truly, justly and faithfully, 
pay to and account with the aaid S.H. &c. (the obligees) 
and their successors, governors of the said Society of 
Musicians, for all such sum and sums of money, debts, 
dues, and demands which ,he shall receive or come to 
his hands or knowledge by virtue of any orders or direc- 
tions from the said S. H. &c. (the obligees) or their suc- 
cessors, as governors of the said Society of Musicians, 
or otherwise, by virtue of his election as aforesaid, then 
the above-written obligationto be void, or else to remain 
in fall force.** 

The Defendants then pleaded, \Bi,fum est factum: and 
2dly, that the said Jesse Hortoood did always, from the 
time of making the said writing obligatory, pay and ac- 
count with the persons named in the bond and their suc- 
cessors, governors of the said Society of Musicians, for 
all sums of money which came to bis hands by virtue of 
any orders from them or their successors, as governors 
of the said society, or otherwise, by virtue of his said 
election in the said condition mentioned, according to 
the tenor and effect of the said condition. 

The Plaintiffs replied, that, after making the bond and 
during the time the said Jesse Horwood continued in the 
said office, to wit, on the 1st of Janmcery 1802, and on 
divers other days and times between that day and the 
commencement of the suit, the said Jesa^ Horwood, by 
virtue of his said election into the said office, received 
divers sums, amounting to 669/. 19s. Ik/, and had not 
accounted with the obligees for the same. 

The Defendants rejoined, that Jesse fforwood had paid 
to and accounted with the Plaintiffs, who had survived 
the other obligees, for the said sum of 569/. 195. lid, ip 

D2 the 
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the replication mentioned to have been received by the 
said Jesse Horwood, by virtue of his election into the said 
office, and concluded to the country. 

The case was tried before Heath J. at the Westmmster 
sittings in this term, when it appeared ihtit Jesse Horwood 
having been elected collector to the Society of Musicians 
in 1762, continued ih that office till a short time before 
the commencement of the present action ; that the So- 
ciety of Musicians was a voluntary society until the year 
1790, when the members of the society were incorpo- 
rated by letters patent by the name of '' the Royal So- 
ciety of Musicians of Oreat Britain ;" that by a regula- 
tion of the society in 1763, it was provided, that the col- 
lector should annually produce a certificate that he had 
duly accounted, signed by five governors, or that there 
should be a new election ; that the said Jesse Horwood^ 
until the year 1803, did annually produce such certifi- 
cate ; that the chairman annually put the question at a 
general meeting. Whether Jesse Hortoood should be con- 
tinued collector? To which there was never any oppo- 
sition ; that in the year 1803 Jesse Horwood had received 
the sum stated in the pleadings for which he had not 
accounted, but that he had accounted for every thing 
which had come to his hands before the date of the char- 
ter of incorporation. The learned Judge nonsuited the 
Plaintiffs, on the ground that, as there was no deficiency 
in the accounts of Jesse Horwood previous to the incor- 
poration of the society, the Defendants, as executors of 
his surety, were not liable ; for that the not accounting 
with the governors of an incorporated society was no 
breach of the condition to account with the governors of 
the society, when not incorporated. But liberty wits 
reserved to the Defendants to move to set aside the 
nonsuit, and have a verdict entered for the Plaintiffs. 

Accordingly a rule ittst having been obtained on a 
former day. 

Shepherd, 
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Shepherd, Lens, ^LudBest, Serjts. shewed cause. Ab a 
question was annually submitted to the members of the 
society whether Jesse Norwood should be continued in 
the oflSce of collector, this proceeding amounted to a new 
election every year^andconsequently after the expiration 
of the year in which the bond was' given, Jesse Homoood 
could not have received any money by virtue of the elec- 
tion mentioned in the condition of the bond. But inde- 
pendent of this objection^ the Defendants are not liable 
for any monies received by him subsequent to the char- 
ter of incorporation. By the charter the original society 
was destroyed. The governors of the incorporated so- 
ciety, though consisting of the same individuals, ai*e not 
the governors of the original voluntary society, which 
ceased to exist when the corporate society arose. The 
powers, the liabilities, and mode of conducting business 
of a corporate body are very different from those of a 
mere voluntary society ; and it is possible that the De- 
fendant's testator, who was willing to become a surety 
for Jesse Norwood as the servant of the one, might not be 
willing to be surety for him as the servant of the other. 
In Lord Arlington v. Merrick, 2 Saund. 41 1 • where a bond 
had been given with a condition that one T. J, should 
faithfully account during all the time that he should con- 
tinue deputy post-master, and the condition recited that 
T.J. had been appointed deputy post-master for six 
months, it was holden that the surety was not liable for 
the neglect of T. J. to account for monies received after 
the expiration of six months. From which it appears 
that the condition of a bond given by a surety is not 
to be extended by construction. In Wright v. Russel, 
3 Wik. 630. 2 BL934. S.C. it was determined that a 
surety who had given a bond with a condition that one 
W. B. during the time he should continue as broad clerk 
to the Plaintiffs, should keep true accompts and pay all 
monies which he should receive belonging to the Plaintiff 
into his hands, was not liable for a default of W. B. after 
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the Plaintiff had taken a partner into hia bouse. To the 
same effect is Barker v. Parker, 1 T. R. 287. where the 
executor of the obligee carried on his trade after his 
death, and the person for whom the obligor was surety 
continued in his service. With respect to the case of 
Barclay v. Lucas, 1 T, R. 291. tn notis, where the surety 
was holden liable after a new partner had been taken in, 
it may be observed that the condition of the bond recited 
that the obligees had agreed to (ake P. J. into their ser- 
vice as a clerk in their shop and counting-house, and 
Lord Mansfield expressly put the case upon the ground 
of the bond having been given as a security to the house. 
The late case of Strange v. Lee, 3 East, 484. is a strong 
authority for the Defendants. There the bond was con- 
ditioned for payment by one B. B. of all sums of mon^ 
in which he shouM be indebted to the obligees for money 
advanced at their banking-house, and it was determined 
that the surety was not liable for money advanced at the 
banking-house, after one of the obligees had ceased to 
be a partner. 



Marshall and Bayletf Serjts. in support of the rule. 
With respect to the annual re-election of Norwood, €xe 
regulation of 1763 shews that the office was not to be 
vacant unless the collector omitted to produce a certifi- 
cate, which he never omitted to do until the year 1803 ; 
and unless the office was vacant, the act of the chairman 
in putting the question, whether Norwood should be con- 
tinued, was superfluous and inoperative. Mcnreover the 
condition of the bond which was given in 1780, recites 
that Norwood was chosen in 1763 ; if therefore he was 
collector in 1780 by virtue of his election in 1763, the 
annual act of the chairman could not, consistently with 
the recital of the bond, have had the effect which is now 
imputed to it. Then, as to the effect of the charter of in- 
corporation, the result of all the cases referred to amount 
to this, that in construing the condition of a bond given 

by 
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by a surety the Court is to look to the intention of the 
parties. The case of Barclay v. Lucas has established 
that where the bond is given for the fidelity of a servant 
as clerk to a house, the surety will be liable notwith- 
standing a change of partners ; and Lawrence J. in the 
case of Strange v. Lee, said that the condition might 
have been so fran^ied as to have made the surety liable 
notwithstanding the secession qf one partner from the 
banking-house. In this case it is evident from the in- 
troduction of the word " successors/' that the parties 
contemplated a change of persons ; ^nd though it be 
true that the corporate society is in some respects dif- 
ferent from the original society, yet it is substantially 
only the same society, with new powers and privileges ; 
and would be entitled to take the benefit of all contracts 
entered into with the old society. 

Ctir* ado, vuit. 



On 



this day the opinion of the Court was delivered by 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The principal de- 
fence set up in this case is, that the Society of Mu- 
sicians, though it existed as a voluntary society, at the 
time when the bond was given, was put an end to in 
the year 1790, when a charter was granted by the 
Crown, not as the Plaintiffs contend, to that society, 
but to the several persons mentioned in the charter, 
who were at that time members of tl^at society ; that 
those persons were erected into a corporation perfectly 
different from the original society, that all obligation 
on the part of Qg^el as surety for Je^ Horwood, ceased 
when the society itself ceased to exist, and that he 
therefore was not answerable for money received by 
HarvDQod, as collector to the corporate society, he hav- 
ing only been surety for the paymei\t of money received 
by Honvood, as collector to the old society. Another 
objectiqii was taken to the Plaintiffs recovery, namely, 

D4 that 
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that Jesse Horwood, at the time when he made default 
was not Collector under the old election referred to by 
the condition of the bond. But, considering the con- 
dition of the bond, which is dated in 1780, recites an 
election in 1763 as the election under which Hortoood 
then continued to be collector, I think it would be diffi- 
cult to contend that he was not still collector under 
that in 1803, if the voluntary society had then conti- 
nued to exist. Besides which the regulation of the 
society, which was given in evidence, is inconsistent 
with the idea of an annual election : for that regulation 
provides that if the collector do not produce a certifi- 
cate, there should be a new election. But if an annual 
election was to take place, the office must have been 
vacant every year without that provision. If therefore 
the voluntary society had continued, I think that it 
would have been impossible to sustain this objection, 
The question therefore must turn on the other objection. 
About the facts of the case there is no doubt. The 
charter was accepted in 1790 ; from that time to this 
it has been acted upon, and there has been no meeting 
of the voluntary society which existed before the incor- 
poration. The rights of the corporation are totally 
different from those of the society which existed when 
the bond was given. The bond itself is inaccurately 
drawn ; being given to certain persons as governors of 
the society, and their successors. The intention, no 
doubt, was that the bond should be payable to those 
who should succeed the obligees as governors. But 
this the law does not allow : and the bond can only be 
considered as given to the twelve obligees, and would 
ultimately have been payable to the representative of 
the last surviving obligee. The condition also proceeds 
upon the same idea. But probably it would not be 
deemed ineffectual on that account ; and the condition 
would perhaps be construed to mean that the collector 
should account to those persons who in future should 

happen 
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happen to be govemora. The charter grants that in 
future there shall be a perpetual society called by the 
name of ''The Royal society of Musicians of Great 
Britain:^ not that the society then existing shall be 
perpetual. This therefore is a new body which never 
existed until the year 1790, from which time the Yolan- 
tary society ceased to exist ; and if so, the surety is 
not bound to answer for money received by Honoood 
since that period. It is a principle established by all 
the cases that the contract of a surety is not to be ex- 
tended by implication. The case of Barclay ▼. Lucas 
does not say that the contract may be extended by 
implication, but only lays down that the contract must 
be construed according to the intention of the parties ; 
and the Court of King's Bench, in that case thought 
that according to the true construction of the contract 
the surety was liable, notwithstanding a change of part- 
ners had taken place. It being agreed then that the 
contract entered into by a surety cannot be extended 
by any implication, but must take its effect according 
to the terms of it ; has the surety in the present case 
entered into any contract to be security to the present 
existing corporation for the fidelity of Jesse Horwood? 
Certainly not. There was no such corporation in con- 
templation in 1780. The only persons with whom he 
entered into any obligation were the twelve persons 
who are described as governors, and the condition goes 
no further than to provide that Hortoood shall account 
to them and their successors. But Hartoood cannot 
now account in the manner required by the bond : for 
no such persons exist. If the society is gone, the go- 
vernors of that society are gone also. This seems to me 
to be a stronger case in favour of the surety than those 
which have been cited. For here there is no circum- 
stance from which it can be inferred that the parties 
considered the two societies as the same. Perhaps if 
Capel had been called upon, he might have entered into 
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a new obligatioii. But the old oUig^^a does not in 
point of law extend to the new corporation^ and the 
surety has a right to avail himself of the objection. 
Had Horwood made several defaults subsequent to the 
charter of incorporation, and Capd paid the deficiences 
from time to time, his conduct might perhaps have af- 
forded ground for relief in a Court of Equity. But that 
must be a very clear case. And no such facts exist 
here. There was one argument relied upon for the 
Plaintiffs, which does not seem to me to hav^ any ap- 
plication to the case. It was said that all contracts 
entered into with the voluntary society before the in- 
corporation, reniained after the charter. No doubt the 
contracts remained to the persons with whom they were 
entered into. And this particular bond now remains as 
an obligation to the original obligees. But the question 
is. What is the effect of the bond ? It is a bond that 
the collector shall account as the condition requires. 
How is that required ? He is to account to the gover- 
nors of the old society : which brings the question to 
the same point, whether the old society existed or not 
at the time of the default ? It is not necessary to go 
through all the cases which have been referred to, all 
of which proceed on this principle, that a surety can 
only be holden liable according to the plain and clear 
force of his contract. The last case, of Strange v. Lee, 
decides this point most clearly. And I mention that 
case because one cannot deny that it only differs in 
words from the case of Barclay v. Lucas. In Strange v. 
I^, one of the original partners was dead, and another 
in : and the question was. Whether the surety remained 
liable? The Court declared that he was not. And 
Lord JE&nftoroifgA seems to have relied on the death of 
one of the partners as having been alone sufficient to 
put an end to the liability. If that be so, how much 
more must the incorporation of a society have that 
effect? In the case of the death of one partner, all 

contracts 
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eontracts temain to the BumTors. But that is not so 
where a society of indiyiduals is erected into a corpor- 
ation. It is possible that Q^l might not hare objected 
to become security to the corporation, and that there 
may have been no difference in the SMxle of accounting. 
But still there might be a difference. The society may 
have been more careful than the corporation* They 
may have appointed persons to superintend the col- 
lector, which may have been omitted by the corporation. 
A voluntary society is essentially di£B»ent from a cor- 
poration. The individual memberU are liable for debt 
in the one case,' and only the corporate funds in the 
other. But without entering into the substantial dif- 
ference between a voluntary and a corporate -society, it 
is sufficient to say, that according to all the cases which 
have been cited, as well as others which might be found, 
this surety was not bound to answer for sums received 
after the charter of incorporation, which constituted a 
perfectly new body of persons in the judgment of the 
law. 

Rule discharged. 
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THE declaration stated, that the Defendant *' was The first conot for 
attached to answer the Plaintiff in a plea of tres- J, ^^Jr fw wuT*^ 
pass on the case.'' The first count was in trover for ofexohaof^, and 
certain promissory notes and 2200Z. in monies num- *^« "^•"J^m* third 

. ^ *' connts, stating^ the 

bered. The second count stated, that whereas the deiiTeryofthehUis 

to the Defendant, iu 
order that he might get them discounted for a certain oonunissioo, and his having got them dis- 
connted, and his conrerting and disposing of the money to his own nse ; the Defendant demarred 
generdly on the ground of a misjoinder of tort and contract) the suhject of the two last counts being 
matter of contract ; but the oonrt held, that on a general demorrer, as all the counts were in the 
form of tort, judgment mnst be for the Plaintiff, if any one coont was good, (a) 



(a) iS^. C 6 East. 333, Judgment affirmed. And see Powell t. Orakam, 
7 Taunt. 580. OrfON v. JMfer, b B,tfA. 662. 

Plaintiff 
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1804. Plaintiff^ at the special instance and request of the De« 

fendant, had delivered to the Defendant two other 
notes (describing them) which said notes were indorsed 
in a blank on behalf of the Plaintiff, and were of great 
value, to wit^ of the value of 2000/., to the intent that 
the Defendant, for certain commission and reward to 
be therefore paid by the Plaintiff to the Defendant, 
might procure the said two last-mentioned notes to be 
discounted for the use of the Plaintiff; and the Defend- 
ant took and accepted the said two last-mentioned 
notes for the purpose aforesaid, and afterwards did pro- 
cure them to be discounted, and thereupon received a 
large sum of money, to wit, 1999/. as and for the dis- 
count of the said notes. Nevertheless the Defendant, 
not regarding his duty in this respect, but contriving 
and fraudulently intending to deceive and defraud the 
Plaintiff in this respect, hath not, although often re- 
quested, paid the said sum of money so by him received, 
as and for the discount of the said notes, or any part 
thereof, to the Plaintiff; but on the contrary converted 
and disposed thereof to his own use. The third count 
stated the delivery of the notes to the Defendant, to 
the intent that he might thereby raise and procure to 
the use of the Plaintiff, certain sums of money, or ac- 
count with the Plaintiff for the said notes or for such 
sum of money as he should raise or procure thereon ; 
that the Defendant took and received the notes for the 
purpose aforesaid, yet not regarding his duty, but in- 
tending to injure the Plaintiff, had not accounted with 
the Plaintiff for the notes or for any money raised or 
procured thereon. To this declaration there was a 
general demurrer and joinder thereon. 

Best Serjt. in support of the demurrer, insisted, that 
although the two latter counts were in the form of tort, 
yet, as they stated nothing but what was matter of con- 
tract, they must be considered as founded on contract ; 

and 
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and consequently could not be joined with a count in 18 04. 

trover. He cited the case of BvddJe v. Wilson, 6 T. R. 
369. in which the doctrine of quad ex contractu was 
adopted by the Court, so as to affect a declaration in 
the form of tort with the consequences attending a de- 
claration in asmngmt, and said, that the old form of 
pleading; vk. that the Defendant suscepU super se was 
relied upon as shewing an action to be er contractu, 
though in form a tort. 

Bayky Seijt. cpntri, contended, that it was quite 
immaterial whether the Plaintiff ought to have declared 
in assumpnt upoii the matters contained in the two last 
counts ; for, as the demurrer was general to the whole 
declaration, the Plaintiff would be entitled to judgment 
if the declaration contained any one good count, which 
the first clearly was ; and that with respect to the mis- 
joinder, as the two last counts were in the form of tort 
as well as the first, the same plea might be pleaded to 
the whole declaration, and the same judgment might be 
giyen upon it, which had been decided to be the true 
criterion of determining what counts might be joined. 
He cited Dkhon y. CUfion, 2 Wih. 319. and Brown v. 
Dixon, 1 T. JS. 274 or au/horities precisely in point. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. This question is 
rather new to me : but I no not see how the two latter 
counts^ supposing them to be bad, as being drawn in 
tort instead of assumpsit, can, on a general demurrer, 
affect the first count to which no objection can be 
stated. Perhaps the Defendant might have demurred 
to the two last counts, and upon that demurrer have 
obtained judgment : but the course which the Defend- 
ant has pursued calls upon the Court to give judgment 
for or against the Plaintiff upon the whole declaration. 
There is. nothing upon this declaration, as it stands, to 

■ 

which non assumpsit could be pleaded. 

Heath 
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1804. Heath J. Different causes of action may be joined 

in the same suit where the same process is used, and 
the same judgment follows^ and it would be very incon- 
yenient in practice if it were otherwise. In Mast. v. 
Goodson, 3 Wib. 348. this court was of opinion that a 
count upon a cause of action to which a contract is 
only inducement may be joined with a .count upon a 
tort. 

RooKE J. I am of the same opinion. 

Jui]^ment for the Plaintiff. 

Mr. Justice Ch ambre was absent this tend on ac- 
count of indisposition. 
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(IN THE EXCHEQUER CHAMBER.) 

Harwood v. Sir Jacob Astley, Bart, in Error. j^^ ^^ 

THIS was a writ of error from a judgment of the Defamatory words 
Court of King*s Bench in an action on the case for ^^^^ ■" actionable 
defamation. The Plaintiff (below) declared " for that J^t the'iMl1!i,'bI- 
whereas a short time before the speaking and publishing <»nae thej are alleged 
the several false, scandalous, malicious, and defamatory ^^ ^\^ rca^date 
words hereinafter mentioned, the said Plaintiff had been to aenre in pariia- 
and had served as knigbt of the shire in the last parlia- "!?*• ./." "f " 

^ ^ aotioo it It not neces- 

ment of our Lord the King for the county of Nar^ sarj to let ont the 
folk : and whereas also the said Plaintiff at the time of ^^' " *"^' ^ **^ 

. . that the Plaintiff was 

the speakingand publishing the several false, scandalous, a candidate. 
maUcious, and defamatory words hereinafter mentioned, 

was 
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was a candidate to be one of the knights of the shire to 
serve in the present Parliament of our said Lord the 
King for the said county of Norfolk, to wit, at Thetford 
in the said county of Norfolk, and was also then and 
there one of the justices of our said Lord the King 
aforesaid to keep the peace of our said Lord the King 
in and for the said county of Norfolk : and whereas also 
Sir Edward Astky bart. who was the father of the said 
Plaintiff, had, a little before the time of the speaking 
and publishing the several false, scandalous, malicious, 
and defamatory words herein mentioned, to wit, on, ^c, 
died, to wit, at, S^c: and whereas the said Plaintiff 
hath always had a good name, character, and reputa- 
tion, hath always conducted himself as a man of integ- 
rity and honour, and hath never been guilty of any 
baseness or villany whatsoever ; nor hath ever been 
guilty of the assassination or murder of any person 
whatsoever, or of any such horrible and heinous crimes ; 
nor, until the speaking and publishing of the several 
false, scandalous, malicious, and defamatory words 
hereinafter mentioned, was ever believed, thought, or 
suspected to be guilty of any baseness or villany what- 
soever, or to be guilty of the assassination or murder of 
any person whomsoever, or of tmy such other horrible 
and heinous crimes ; but on the contrary thereof was 
considered and esteemed, as well by a great number of 
the freeholders of the said county of Norfolk then and 
there having a right to vote in the election of knights 
of the shire to serve in the present parliament for the 
said county, and by other good and worthy subjects of 
our said Lord the King, as a man of integrity, worth, 
and honour, and had deservedly obtained and acquired 
their good will, esteem, confidence, and respect, to wit, 
at, 8^c. ; yet the Defendant (below) well knowing the 
same, but contriving and maliciously intending to pre- 
judice and injure the said Plaintiff in the opinion and 
esteem of the freeholders of the county of Norfolk, then 

and 
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and there having a right to vote in the said election of 1804. 

knights of the shire to serve in the present parliament u^^^n 
for the said county, and to hurt, injure, defame, and «. 

scandalize the said Pl^ntifF in his aforesaid good name, *" '*^® Astley, 
character, and reputation, and to cause him to be looked jq Bttot. 

upon as a man of no integrity or honour whatsoever, 
and wholly undeserving of the good will, esteem, con- 
fidence, and respect of all his Majesty's subjects, and 
to cause and procure it to be suspected, thought, and 
believed that the said Plaintiff was an assassin and a 
murderer, and moreover that he had been guilty of the 
most horrible crime of murdering his own father, and as 
much as in him the said Defendant lay to subject the 
said Plaintiff to the pains and penalties provided by the 
laws of this realm against such horrible crimes, after- 
wards, to wit, on, ^c. at, ^c. said, spoke, and with a 
loud voice published and declared, in the presence and 
hearing of a great number of freeholders of the said 
county of Norfolk then and there having a right to 
vote in the election of knights of the shire to serve 
in the present parliament for the said county, and 
in the presence and hearing of divers other good and 
worthy subjects of our Lord the King of and concern- 
ing the said Plaintiff as such candidate as aforesaid, the 
false, feigned, scandalous, malicious, and defamatory 
words following, that is to say, *' Sir Jacob Astleyr 
(meaning the said Sir Jacob Henry y the now Plaintiff) 
'' is a scoundrel, a coward, and a liar, an assassin, and 
a murderer ; he,'' (meaning the said Sir Jacob Henry) 
murdered his*' (meaning the said Sir Jacob Henrys) 
own father," (meaning the said Sir Edward Astley 
deceased.) And the said Defendant, of his further 
malice against the said Sir Jacob Henry, and again con- 
triving and maliciously intending as aforesaid, after- 
wards, to wit, on, Ifc. at, 8fc. said, spoke, and with a loud 
voice, published and declared, in the presence and hear- 
ing of a great number of the freeholders, ^c. The se- 
VoL.I. N.S. E cond 
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1804. cond, tbird, and fourth counts went on in the same foim 

^^^ r ^' as the first, only varying the words spoken ; and the 
9, fourth count confining the chaige to these words^ " He 

Sir Jacob Abtlby, jg ^n assassin and a murders." There were four otlier 
IB Bnor. counts, laying the words as in Ae four first, hut only 

charging an intention to injure the Plaintiff in his cha- 
racter, and subject him to the penaltieB of the law, and 
omitting the averment that the words were spoken of 
the Plaintiff as a candidate. Tlie declaration conclud- 
ed tiius : *' By reason and means of the speaking and 
publishing of which said several fiodse, scandalous, ma- 
licious, and defamatory words by tJie said Defendant 
as aforesaid, the said Plaintiff was not only greatly 
prejudiced in the opinion and esteem of divers of the 
freeholders of the said county of Norfolk who then and 
diere bad a right to vote in the election of knights of 
the shire to serve in the present parliament of our said 
Lord tke King for the said county of Norfolk ; but hath 
also faUen into great contempt and disgrace with, and 
hadi wholly lost the good opinion and esteem of divers 
good and worthy subjects of this realm, and hath been, 
and is greatly injured, defamed, and scandaUsed in his 
aforesaid good name, character, and reputation, and is 
looked upon as a man of no integrity or honour, and 
wh(dly undeserving of the good will and esteem, confi- 
dence and respect of all his Majesty's subjects, and hath 
been and is suspected, thought, and believed by per- 
sons to whom his innocence in this behalf was and is 
unknown, to be an assassin and a murderer; and more- 
over that he h^ been guilty of the most horrible crime 
of murdering his own father. Whereupon the said 
Plaintiff saith ** he is injured, and hath sustained da- 
mages to the amount of ten thousand pounds," S^. To 
this declaration the Defendant pleaded not guilty, and 
a general verdict having been found for the Plcdntiff 
for 20002. damages, judgment was given for the Plain- 
tiff in the King's Bench ; whereupon a writ of error was 
brought in this Court. 

Plowden 
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Plawden for the Plaintiff in error. Tl&e damages 1804. 

being entire, if any one connt in the declaration be 
bad, tiiis jtidgment must be reversed. The words for v. 

wliich the action is brought are averred by the Plain- ^ ^^Sart. ^^^^^' 
tiff, in the fourth count, to have been spoken of him as 
a candidate, and for the speaking these words a pecu- 
niary eon^nsation in damages has been demanded and 
awarded. The question then is> Whether the Plaintiff 
be entitled as a candidate to bring this action ? for by 
the allegations of his declaration he has confined him- 
self to the injury arising to him in that character. He 
might indeed have maintained an action for the words, 
if spoken of him, without reference to his situation as 
a candidate to represent the county ; and if the aver- 
ment diat the words were spoken of him in that cha- 
racter had been omitted, the declaration would have 
been good« But where a Plaintiff, by an unnecessary 
allegation, shews that he has no cause of action, the 
allegatton cannot be r^ect^d as surplusage. Plowd. 
84. b. Hie situation of a representative in pailiament is 
not to be considered as an office of profit : the loss of 
that situation therefore cannot be compensated by pe- 
cuniary damages. The person who offers himself as a 
candidate invites the publication of sdl his faults. It is 
for the benefit of the public that his character should be 
discussed' and made known. ' Being a candidate f&f a 
popular election^ he waves all right to an action for 
defamation, founded upon matters spoken of him in 
that character. The Plaintiff therefore has mis-stated 
his tide to damages, having, by his own averment, con- 
fined his complaint to the exercise of a constitutional 
duty by the Defendant. In the several cases of actions 
for defamation, where it has appeared that the Plaintiff 
has been a representative in parliament, or a candidate 
for diat situation, it is remarkable that the Judges have 
never intimated that damages could be given for any 
words spoken of the persons defamed as representativei^ 

E2 in 
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1 804. in parliament^ or candidates for that situation. In How 

J-"^^^ V. Prinne, 2 Ld. Bawn. 812. 2 Salk. 694. 2 Luiw. 1293. 

V. and 7 ilfocl. 107, where the Plaintiff was stated to be a 

Bart. ' j ustice of the peace, a deputy lieutenant, and a candidate 
for the county. Lord Hcdi, according to the three first 
reporters, wholly omits any mention of the Plaintiff's 
situation as a candidate; and, according to the last 
reporter, though he expressly states the words to be 
actionable, because spoken of the Plaintiff as a justice 
of the peace and a deputy lieutenant, yet only mentions 
the Plaintiff's design to stand for a jparliament-man and 
the Defendant's knowledge of that fact as an indication 
of malice. In the case of Wabnsley v. Russell, 2 SaOc. 696. 
where the declaration stated that the Plaintiff was chan- 
cellor to the bishop* and stood for parliament-man, there 
is no intimation that damages could have been recovered 
on account of the words being spoken of the Plaintiff in 
the latter capacity. The only question was. Whether 
the words touched him in his office. The same obser- 
vation applies to the case of Row v. Sir Thomas Clarges, 
Sir T. Raym. 482. 3 Lto, 30. 3 Mod. 26. In the ail- 
ment of Ondow v. Home, 3 WUs. 177. 2 Bl 760. it was 
strongly contended that a seat in parliament was not 
an office, and that no action could be maintained for 
words spoken of a person merely as a member of par- 
liament, and that freeholders ought to have the liberty 
of speaking their thoughts and opinions respecting the 
conduct of their representatives in parliament ; and this 
doctrine was not contradicted by the court* In this 
case therefore, though the words spoken might have 
been actionable, had they not been uttered with refer- 
ence to the particular character of the Plaintiff as a 
cAdidate, yet as they aie expressly confined by the 
declaration to the character of the Plaintiff as candi- 
date, no action can be maintained upon them. Besides, 
in this case the Plaintifi^ in order to shew that he was 
a candidate, ought to have shewn that there was an 

approach- 
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approaching election at the time when the words were 1804. 

spoken, by setting forth the writ: that was done in w^^^ 
How v. Prinne, 2 Lutw. 1293. «. 

Sir Jacob Astliy 
Bart 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. (stopping Rrskuie^ *" ^^'* 
who was to have argued icanird). It was quite unne- 
cessary to set forth the writ in the declaration. It was 
8u£Scient for the Plaintiff to state that he was a can- 
didate to serve in the present parliament, which could 
not haye existed without a writ to call the parliament 
together. The fourth count of the declaration charges 
the Defendant with having said of the Plaintiff that he 
was an assassin and a murderer, with reference to his 
situation as a candidate to serve in parliament. The 
declaration avers that 'these words were spoken with 
intention to charge the Plaintiff with the crime of mur- 
der ; and it was impossible for the jury conscientiously 
to find a verdict for the Plaintiff, unless tiiey believed 
that the Defendant was guilty of maliciously speaking 
those words in the only sense in which they were 
actionable, viz. as affixing upon the Plaintiff the clear, 
simple imputation of the crime of legal murder. It is 
impossible for this court to consider whether the De- 
fendant intended to use the words in that sense Or 
not : the jury must be taken to have believed that the 
Defendant did intend to impute to the Plaintiff the real 
crime of legal murder. That being the case, there is 
no doubt that the words stated in the fourth count are 
actionable in themselves. It is objected, however, 
that as the words are alleged to have been spoken of 
the Plaintiff as d candidate to serve in parliament, no 
action can be maintained for them. But if the words 
be actionable in themselves, it is quite immaterial 
whether they were spoken of him as a candidate or 
not. It seems to be supposed that the situation of a 
candidate for parliament is such as to make it lawful 
for any man to say any thing of him. 1\) that propo- 

E 3 sition 
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1804. sition I cannot assent; nor is it to b^ collected from 

"^^f^s/^^ miy of the cases whicb have been cited. It would be 
^^ ^^ a strange doctrine indeed that, when a man stai^ds for 
Sir Jacob Astley, the most honourable situation in the country, any per- 
son may accuse him of any imaginable crime with im- 
puni.ty. The particular situation of the Plaintiff then 
cannot pi:event the words from being actionable. With 
respect to the argument that words not actionable ia 
themselves will not become actionable because spoken 
of a member of parliament or a candidate^ it haa np 
application to tiliis case, where the words are actionable 
iii4 themselves. No objection therefore caa be raised to 
this judgment, unless the proposition can be mainta i n* 
ed, that it is lawful to say any thing of a candidate. 
Several cases have been refeired to ; but they have no 
application to this case* A^ far indeed as they go, Aey 
support thejudgment of the court below; for they state, 
either as a ground of action or of aggravation, that the 
Plaintiff was a candidate to be a member of parliament. 
My brothers conour with me in thinidng that Ae ob- 
jection to the declaration ia. unfounded, and tibat the 
judgment ought to be affirmed. 



Judgment affirmed. 

This Judgment was affirmed in the House of Lords, 
after argument. 



Jtme 7th. 



Collins apd Another v. Rowed. 



A RuLB having been obtained by Onslow Serjt. call* 



The Court will dis- 
charge a /mm cooerl r—m . x-L Tfci • •«. 1 « 
Defendant upon a -*• ^ ^'^S ^^ ^*^® Plamtlffs tO shcW CaUSe wby the bail- 
common appearance, boud should uot be delivered up to be cancelled, on. 

though she contracted . • /¥•!••■, 

the deht as a/«»e eutcnng a commou appearance, upou affidavit that the 
aok, and was trusted Defendant was a married woman at the time the debt 
by the Plaintiff as ^^s Contracted, and that the husband was stiU living ; 

sach, unless she re- & ' 

presented herself to he single. 

Best 
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Bat Serjt. diew^d cause, and produced au affidavit, 
dfiiiying the Haliitiff'B knowledge of the Defendank's 
coverture at the tkae the debt was coutracted, and stat- 
ing that she appeared as a feme $ok, and carried on 
business as a milliner in Sl Alban'st Streei, and that the 
Plaintiffs trusted her as a feme sole, and that since the 
contracting of the debt she had made several promises 
to pay, and offered another person's security. He 
cited Pearson Y. Meadon, 2 Bl. Rep. 903. and WWdns v. 
WetheriU, 3 Bos. * PuU. 220. 



1804. 

Collins 

and Another 

«. 

Rowed. 



Onskw Serjt. contended that unless the Defendant 
actually represented herself to be a feme sole she was 
entitled to her discharge, and' cited Hikkn and Another 
Y.Samhn, in this Court, Hii. 43 Geo 3. where the Court 
made a similar rule absolute, though it was there sworn 
that the Plaintifis did not know of the Defendants co- 
verture, and that she appeared as a feme sok, calling 
herself the Hon. Mrs. Sandbn r that her husband was at 
the time of contracting l^e debt a prisoner in the Fleet 
under the name of '* FUdwgh^ that she was reputed, 
in the neighbourhood of the street in which she Hved, 
to be a single woman ; that she procured goodis from 
the Plaintiffs for the purpose of selUng or pawning them 
for ready money, and actually so disposed of them ; and 
that the Plaintifis would not have trusted her had they 
known she was a married woman. Bayky Seij t. for the 
rule. Ondow Seijt. agcdnst it. He further stated, that 
in Wilkins v. WethenU it appeared by the affidavit of 
the Plaintiff (which he produced) that the Deftndaat 
signed the warrant of attorney in her maiden nasne> 
with a view to conceal her marriage, which was a secret 
to the family in which she lived. 



The Court said, that it was not now the practice to 
refuse to discharge a married woman merely because 
her coverture was not notorious, and the Plaintiff had 

E 4 trusted 
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1804. trusted her as ^feme sok: that if a woman deceives the 

^T^^ . Plaintiff with respect to her condition by a falsehood, 
and Another the Court wiU not discharge her ; bat that in the pre- 
sent case, as the Defendant had not used any deceit by 
representing herself as a feme sok, she was entitled to 
be discharged. 

Rule absolute. 



Rowed. 



/MMTth. BuLPiT V. Clarke. 

The 11 Gto.2.c. 19. Tj EPLEVIN. The Defendant first pleaded non cepii : 
^^^'m^^^^T^^ XV he then made cognizance as bailiff of E.TF., W.T.B., 
tend to an avowry for and T. C, and alleged that the place in which, b;c, was 

* The^D^^ndant in P*"^®^ ^^ ^ Certain tenement called Barkham, and that 
replevin having made the Plaintiff cujoyed the Said tenement called Barkham 
cogniunce for rent- ^^j^^ a grant thereof theretofore made, at a certain 

bervice as baibff of ^ 

il .B. and c. who were yearly rent^horge, to wit, the yearly rent-charge of 3/. 
lawfully |HMM«M<f of a payable at Mkhaehnas m every year, from Michaebnas 
the loau m quo mu ^^^l to Michoebnos 1802, and from thence until and at 
parcel, and hoiden at the Said time when, Sfc. ; and because 3/. of the rent- 
Piiantiff°re™!d ^i ^^^^ aforesaid, for one year ending at Michaebnas 1802, 
j.B.and c. were not wcre in arrear, he acknowledged the taking as and for a 
seised in their de- jigtress for the Said rent-charge so in arrear. He also 

mesne as of fee of the ° 

manor. Held bad on made cognizance as bailiff of the same persons, alleging 
demnrrer. that the place in which, Sfc, was paix^el of a certain tene- 

ment called Barkham, hoiden of the manor of Bentworth, 
at and tinder a certainyearly rent, to wit, the yearly rent 
of 3/. payable at Michaebnas in every year, of which said 
manor the said J2. W., W,F,B.,nxid T.C., before and at 
the time at which the rent thereinafter mentioned to be 
distrained for became due, were lawfully possessed, and 
tjiat the Plaintiff held the said tenement from Michad- 
nuis 1801 to Michaebnas 1802, and from thence until and 
at the said time, when, 8fc. : and because 3/. for one year's 

(a) And see /oAjuoh v. Lawim, 2 Ring. 941. 

rent 
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rent were in arreai^ acknowledged the taking for a dis* 1804. 

tress. The Plaintiff, after taking issue on noncqnt, de- 
murred generally to the first cognizance. As to the se- 
cond cognizance, he first traversed that the place in 
which, ^c. was parcel of the supposed tenement called 
Barkluan,holdeii of the manor of Beniworth, at the sup- 
posed rent of 3/. ; then 2dly, he pleaded in bar that the 
said R, W., W. F. B., and T. C. were not, at the said 
time at which the supposed rent mentioned to be dis- 
trained for became due, and from thence until the said 
time when, ^c. seised in their demesne, as of fee of the 
said manor of Benhoorth; then 3dly, he traversed that 
the supposed tenement was holden of the said R. W., 
W. F. jB., and T. C. as of their manor of Bentworth, at 
the supposed rent of 3/. ; and then fourthly he pleaded 
that the said R. W., W. F. B., and T. C. were not, nor 
was nor were any other person or persons whose estate 
they at the said time when, Sfc. had of and in the said 
manor, at any time within 60 years next before the said 
time, when, S^c. seised of the said supposed yearly rent 
of 3/. in their demesne as of fee by the hands of the said 
Plaintiff, or of any other person or persons whomsoever, 
as by the handa of their very tenant or tenants thereof. 
The Plaintiff joined in the demurrer to the first cog- 
nizance, took issue on the traverse in the first plea in bar 
to the second cognizance, then demurred specially to the 
second plea in bar, and assigned the following causes. 
" Because the said plea in bar neither denies any thing 
alleged in the same cognizance, nor confesses and avoids 
the matters therein contained. And because tiie said 
Plaintiff attempts, in and by his same plea in bar, to put 
him the said Defendant to prove that the said JS. W., 
W. F. B., and T. C. were seised in their demesne as of 
fee of the said manor in the same cognizance mentioned, 
before and at the time when the said rent distrained for 
became due, which is not alleged in the same cogni- 
zance, nor is necessary to be so alleged, nor necessary 

to 
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1804. 




to entitle them to receiye the said rent* nor necessary to 
entitle them or their baili£P to distrain for the same rent 
when due and unpaid, or to maintain suck distress. And 
hecause the matter alleged in the same cognizance ia 
wholly foreign to the question and tending only to un- 
necessary length of pleading, because if the allegation 
of the said persons being so seised, was necessary to 
support tibe said cognizance, the said ^aintiff should 
haye demurred theseto for want of such allegation..'' The 
Defendant next took issue on the traverse in &e third 
plea in bar ; and lastly, demurred specially to the fourth 
plea in bar, and adsigned the following causes. ** Be- 
cause the said plea in bar neither denies any thing al- 
leged in the same cognizance, nor confesses and ayoidB 
the matters therein contained. And because the said 
Plainti£P attempts, in and by his same plea in bar, to put 
him the said Defendant to prove that the said R. W^ 
W. jP. B., and T. C, or some persoa whose estate they 
have, or at the said time when, iic. had in the same manor, 
at some time within 60 jr^ans next before the said time 
when» 4ro- were seised of the same yearly rent in their 
demesne as of fees by the hands of their very tenant, 
which is , not allied in the same cognizance, nor is ne- 
cessary to be so alleged, noc necessary to entitle them 
to receive the same rent, nor necessary to entitle them 
ar their bailiff to distrain for the same rent, when due 
and unpaid, or to maintain such distiiess. And because 
the matter alleged in the same plea in has is wholly fo- 
reign to the question, and tending only to unnecessary 
length of pleading, because if such aUegaldon of the said 
persons being so seised of the said rent wan necessaiy 
to support the said cognizance, the said Plaintiff should 
have dsmurred thereto for want o£ such allegation." 
The Plaintiff joined in the issues teodeiQd, and. in the 
demurrers. 



LenE Serjt, for the Plaintiff. The principal question 



IS, 
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is. Whether the PefendanA Biakiiig eofgi^mfVi^ (« b n»k 
charge ia tenns^.be at liberty to makQ cognizaiiee ui tba: 
mode first mtrodueed by the 1 1 Geo. 2. c. 19* «*22. ? Be- 
fore that statute such a cognizance woukt dearly have 
been bad» and the words of that staAvjIe do not seem to 
i4>piy to the pces^Kt case. Tho preamblis of s* 22. re- 
cites, that " gieati difficultiea often arise in making 
avowries or cognizance upon distresses for rents, quit- 
rents, reliefs, heriots, and oUver services,'' ia which words 
a rent-charge is nqt ooi^j^hended, not being a sesvice*. 
All the different matters eoiUKsrated hk the staAate* ivr 
dicate tenure, which a reat-charge does not* The enact- 
ing part of the clause still more plainly shews thai no- 
thing W9M in conteaaiplation but services ; for it providesi 
that the Defendaat may avow gen^»Uy that the Plaintiff 
enjoyed the land under a grant oc danise» at a certaioi 
rent, during the time when the rent distmined for int- 
curred ; which can^ only apply to the case of a sefltt re- 
reserved, upon a grant or demiJM by the grantor or lessor, 
and not to the case of a rent charged upon the land 
by the owner himself. The case of Lmdon v. ColSmy 
WUks 429. has expressly decided that a rentrcharge iS' 
not within the words of the statute^ 



1804. 




Baffkjf, Sei}t. was thea called upcMir by the Court to> 
support the cognizances. There are two sorts of rent- 
charge, one of which is within the words of the statute, 
and the other is not. If the owner <^ an estate grant a 
rent issuing out of that estate to a stranger, with a clause 
of distress, thia is a renlndiange-, and is not within the 
statute : for the grantor of Ihe rent-charge does not en- 
joy the land under any grant or demise fiom the grantee 
of the rent. But if the <Mriginal owner of the land alien 
the had in fee^. reserving a rent wiih power of distress, 
this also: is a lisnt-charge \ for since the statute of qwa 
emptcrea a man cannot grant an estate to be holden of 
himself in fee, and consequently the rent reserved can- 
not 
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BOLPIT 

Clarkb. 
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not be a rent service; and yet the alienee enjoys the land 
nnder a grant from the alienor to whom the rent is due, 
which brings the case within the very words of the 
statute. And it is to be observed that the words of the 
statute do not require that the premises should be holden 
of the person to whom the rent is due, since the word 
used is not " holden," but simply " enjoyed." 

ITie Court were of opinion that a rent-charge was not 
within, the 1 1 Geo. 2., and could not therefore be avowed 
for in the way pointed out by that statute. They re- 
ferred to that part of the twentynsecond section of the 
act, which describes the form of the avowry, namely, 
that it shall and may be lawful to and for all Defendants 
in replevin to avow or make cogpiizance generally that 
the Plaintiff in replevin, or other tenant of the lands 
and tenements whereon such distress was made, enjoyed 
the same under a grant or demise, at such a certain rent, 
during the time whereon the rent distrained for incur- 
red, which rent was then and still remains due, as de-' 
monstrating that the act was not meant to apply to a 
rent-charge, which does not issue out of the land as 
a service. They observed, that supposing land to be 
granted in fee, charged with a certain rent, it could not 
be said that the land is enjoyed at that rent, though a 
clause of distress might be inserted in the deed. 

Bayly in support of the demurrer to the pleas. The* 
second cognizance falls precisely within the 11 Geo. 2. ; 
for it states the land to have been holden at a certain 
rent, which is a rent-service. The Defendant must shew 
that he is entitled to the rent, and that it is due. Now 
the mode by which the Defendant shews this is, by 
pleading that the land is parcel of a tenement holden 
of the manor of Bentworth; that certain persons to whom 
the Defendant is bailiff, were possessed of the manor ; 
and that the Plaintiff held the said tenement at a cer- 
tain 
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tain rent. Since the 1 1 6eou2. it is not necessary that 
a party should allege a seisin in fee^or deduce his title : 
for the object of the act was, to enable the dovninus pro 
tempore to recover without setting out his title. But 
the Plaintiff, in answer to the plea, alleges, that the per- 
sons under whom the Defendant makes cognizance had 
no right to distrain, because they were not owners of the 
fee, and therefore requires the Defendant to shew what 
their title is. It appears by the c<^izance that they 
were lawfully possessed of the manor, which lawful pos- 
session gave them a right to distrain. The object of the 
11 Geo. 2. was to shorten the pleadings, whereas the ten- 
dency of these pleas is to compel the Defendant to set 
out a long title by way of replication. 



1804. 




Lens Seijt. contri* It may be admitted that the sta- 
tute gives to Defendants in replevin the power of stating 
their titles shortly. But. the present Defendant has 
contented himself with bare possession. But where the 
title of the Defendant, or those under whom he makes 
cognizance, must come in question, it ought to.be set out. 
The object of the statute was to enable persons to com- 
mence actions without alleging their titles, in cases in 
which (as most frequently happens) the title is not to 
come in question. In this case the Plaintiff means to 
shew a defect in the Defendant's title. Before the 
21 JFf.S.c. 19. lords were under difficulties in making 
avowries from not knowing who were their very tenants. 
That statute relieved them firom those difficulties, by 
enabling them to avow without naming their tenants : ^ 
but the fourth section of the act provides that Plaintiffs 
and Defendants in replevin shall have like pleas and 
aid-prayers in all avowries, cognizances, and justifica- 
tions, as if they had been made after the due order of 
the common law. So the 1 1 Geo, 2. relieves avowants 
from beginning, by setting out their titles, but it does 
not preclude Plaintiffs from bringing the title in quesr 

tion 
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tion by plea, if they think proper. It was holden in 
Paranumr v. Chapman, Cro. Jac. 127. that die Plaintiff 
in re^vin might have all pleas, natwithstanding the 
statute fir. 8. which be might have had at tiie common 
law, except disclaimer. The seoond plea is, that the 
pemons under whom the Defendant makes cognizance 
were not seised Wilfaiii fflfcy years : — (a) 



The C&urt here observed, that the issue tendered in 
that plea was, Aat tiiere was no seisin in fee within fifty 
years, and that if diat issfte should be found for the 
Plaintiff, it would be no defence to the demand for rent ; 
for ff the D^nda&t was tenant for life, or tenant in tail, 
though not seised in fee, he would be entitled to dis- 
train for the rent ; that if the Plaintiff had pleaded in 
bar generally, every question respecting the Defendant's 
tide might have been raised, which could be raised by 
pleading ; diat it was immaterial whether the Defendant 
were seised in fee or not, for if he were only tenant for 
life, or tenant for years, he might equally be entitled to 
the rent ; and that supposing the Defendants to be en- 
titled to the Tent by several descents, but not seised in 
fee, it was the express object of the 11 Geo.2. to relieve 
him from the prolixity of setting forth his title. 

Lens then stated, that die claim for rent here set up 
was made under a tide cf which the Plaintiff^ who was 
a purdiaser, was wholly ignorant^ and therefore applied 
for leave to withdraw the pleas, and plead issaably ; 
which was allowed by the Court 



(a) S«e Stat SS H, 8. c 2. «.4. 
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EvANs^ Afisigaee of the Sheriff of Midblesex v. 

SURMAN. /mik I6U1. 

THIS was an application to the Court to set aside a When « judgment 
judgment in an action upon a bail-bond for irregu- J^tiide ''"^011- 
larity ; and the only question was. Whether, in a case diiimi that tiw but- 
where a judgment in the principal action had been set ^"^^IT^l.**^ ^ 
aside upon condition that the bail-bond should stand as saed vpon Uie ImH- 
a security, and the Plaintiff afterwards obtained a ver- *«^»«w entitled to 1 
diet against the Defendant in the principal action, and demand of a plea, Re- 
entered up judgment thereon ; the bail who had ap- ^^ jndgment can be 
peared to the action on the bail-bond were entitled to a "*"*^^ ****" 
rule to plead, and a demand of a plea? 

Marshall Serjt* shewed cause, and insisted that the 
bail were not at liberty to plead in a case where they 
had agreed that the bail-bond should stand as a se- 
curity ; and therefore no rule to plead, or demand of a 
plea, was necessary. 

Best Serjt. contrd insisted, that the terms of the rule 
being that the bail-bond should stand as a. security, 
and not that judgment should be entered up on the 
bail-bond, the bail were at liberty to plead to the action 
on the bail-bond and consequently were entitled to a 
rule to plead, and a demand of a plea, before judgment 
could be signed. 

The Court were of opinion, that this was this true 
construction of the terms of the rule, that the bail-bond 
should stand as a security, and therefore made this rule 
absolute, but without costs, as the officers did not seem 
quite agreed upon the practice. 
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8th. ChABLWOOD V. MOBOAN et Ux. 

The Court nfbied to rw^HIS was an application to the Court for leare to 
in Twrit onririit to "^ amend a count in a writ of right. The pedigree 
amend the mistake of was thus Stated in the couut ; " and from the said 
a Chnatiaii name u 2Jo6erf,(the aucestor last seised,) because he died with- 

the county inongB an ^ ' 

affidavit, aoeoontinf out issue of his body, the right descended to John 
for the miataka, waa Chorboood as brother and heir of the said Robert, and 

pfodnoed* 

Or to i^Tyv^^^^M^ from the said John, because he died without issue of his 
the ■ait. (a) body, the right descended to James Charlwood, as bro- 

ther and heir of the said Thomas, and from the said James 
the right descended/' Sfc. S^c. The tenant demurred 
specially to this count, and assigned for cause, " that 
no right was deduced from John Charlwood to James 
Charlwood, inasmuch as it was alleged, that from the 
said John, because he died without issue of his body, 
the right descended to James Charlwood as brother and 
heir of the said Thomas, whereas no mention was made 
before of any person named Thomas, from whom the said 
James Charlwood deduced any title/' 

A rule nisi for amending the count was obtained upon 
an affidavit, which stated that in the count, as originally 
drawn, the right was stated to have descended from 
' JoAn Charlwood to Thomas Charlwood, as brother and heir 
of the said John, and from the said Thomas, because he 
died without issue of his body, to James Charlwood, as 
brother and heir of the said Thomas ; but that it being 
found advisable, before the count was delivered, to strike 
out the statement of the descent to Thomas altogether, 
the words " as brother and heir of the said John,*' were 
by mistake struck out, and the words '' as brother and 
heir of the said Thomas,** suffered to remain. 

Praed Serjt. shewed cause, and contended, 1st, that 

(a) And lee Mndmtfd t. Jviu, 2 N. R. 429. Tooth t. Boddmgtom, 
1 Bing. 208. Bat we Cholmeb^ t. Paxion, S Bing. 1. 

the 
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the Court had no power to make the proposed amend- 
ment,, there being nothing by which the amendment 
could be made, for that the case of a writ of right differed 
materially from other actions in which.a new original may 
be purchased^ or a new bill be filed, by which an amend- 
ment may be made. He cited the case of Harvey y. Stokes, 
Com. 666. where the Court of Common Pleas thought 
that the mistake of a name in a replication in an action of 
debt could not be amended, it not being the name either 
of the Plaintiff or the Defendant. 2dly, he insisted, that 
eyen if the Court had a discretional^ power to amend, 
they never would allow an amendment in a writ of right, 
unless the demandant made out a favourable case by affi- 
davit, (which the present demandant had not done, the 
affidavit amounting only to a history of his blunder,) and 
for this he cited Dumsday v. flt^Aes,.3 Bos. 6s PuttA5d. 
He also observed, that in this case the taking the esplees 
having been alleged in the reign of G^o. 2., there had been 
afi adverse possession of more than 40 years, and there- 
fore this was not a favourable case for an amendment. 



1804. 




Bayley Serjt. in support of the rule observed, that as 
the defect in the count was an evident mistake, the Court 
might in the case of a vmt of right as well as in other 
cases, allow the justices to amend ; and that if it.were 
necessary to make out a favourable case, the affidavit 
produced, which shewed that |iie defect had arisen from 
a mere mistake of the pleader, might be considered as 
having that effect. He admitted, that he had not been 
able to find any instance of an application to amend in a 
writ of right, except the case of Dumsday v. Hughes, but 
urged that as amendments had been allowed in formedon 
and in criminal cases, there was no reason why 'they 
should not be allowed in this proceeding. 



Sir James Mansfield C.J. Had not this been a 

proceeding by writ of right, the Court would have been 

VoL.I.N.S. F willing 
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1804. willing to amend the mistake which has arisen^ and into 

which the most careful pleader might have fallen. But 
considering the nature of this proceeding, how much it 
has always been discoune^ed, how much tenants have 
been permitted to avail themselves of every advantage 
to defeat the claims of demandants, I am of opinion that 
unless some precedent for such an amendment can be 
produced, the soundest exercise of our discretion will be 
not to allow the amendment. Every one knows the 
consequence of overturning titles which have been sup- 
posed to exist for near 60 years. Many great purchasers 
consider 60 years possession as the best title which can 
be made, and it has often been lamented by eminent 
lawyers, that the period has not been shortened, who 
have thought that 60 years was too long a time for titles 
to remain in dubio. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. In Thcmsday 
V. Hughes we thought that writs of right ought not to 
be encouraged, and that the least slip was fittal to the 
demandant. We did not choose to say at that time, 
that in no case whatever would an amendment be al- 
lowed, since a fit case might by possibility be brought 
before us. The mistake here is only a common mistake, 
and not such as entities the demandant to any favour. 

RooKE and Chambrb Js. expressed themselves of 
the same opinion. 

Rule discharged. 

Bayky then applied for leave to discontinue, which 
the Court refused, saying, that the same reasons which 
hadbeen given for refusing the amendment equally ap- 
plied to any other matter of favour in such a proceeding. 



IN THE FOBTY-FOURT^ YbAR OP GEORGE III. 67 

1804, 
Copous 17. Blyton and Another^ Bail. /uNtistii. 

IN this case final j udgment having been signed against On the quarto du 
the principal on the 4th of Maj,. a ea.«.. issued on ^^^^^ 
the 5th, returnable on the Morrow of the Ascension (10th pnnoipii, th« bui »• 
of 1%), which was returned non est moentus. On the «««»;•»«» if •""fl-t 
loth a capias ad respondendum issued against the bail^ proceedings egainst 
returnable on the first return of this term, (Ist otJune) "^•"-•i^e* pending • 
on which day a declaration was delivered conditionally, coort wOi not grut 
On the 17th of Myf, a writ of error was sued out in the *^« •ppUcaiUm miieu 
original action, and allowed on the 18th. On the 5th no7oriy*the wmdem- 
of June a rule nisi was obtained for staying proceedings uttoD money, bat iiio 
in the action against the bail pending the writ of error, tgdut thenieiTea, 
on their undertaking to pay the damages in the original the ooeu of theappU- 
action, or to surrender the principal, if the judgment i.BobMiiiiOTor tibt 

should be affirmed* ooete of the prooeedr 



ingiin«irDr.(<i) 



Vaughan Serjt. now shewed cause, and contended, 
that in point of law the bail was fixed on the quarto die 
post of the return of the ca. sa. against the principal (the 
14th of May\ though by the indulgence of the Court 
they are fillowed to surrender at any time within four 
days after the return of the process against themselves ; 
that such surrender however could not be pleaded to an 
action on the recognizance, which is forfeited on there- 
turn of the ca.sa. and that therefore if the bail apply to 
be relieved on such surrender, they must undertake to 
pay not only ih^ condemnation money, but also the 
costs of the action against the bail, the costs of the ap- 
plication, and, where there is no bail in error, the costs 
of the proceedings in error^ . He cited Buchanan v. Alders, 
4 East, 646., as a case precisely in point. 

Best Serjt. contrcL insisted, that according to the mo*- 
« dem practice, bail were not fixed until the return of the 

(a) Vide S^tmg t. Mfrnpnoatt, 11 East 816. 

F 2 second 
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second tdrefadtu, or of the capiat ad respondendum, agsunst 
the bail : that the writ of error therefore having been 
allowed several days before the return of the capias ad 
respondendum, the bail were entitled to a stay of pro- 
ceedings on the terms prayed by the rule ; that it ap- 
peared from the case cited, that if the writ of error were 
sued out before the day on which the bail had to sur- 
render the principal sedente Curia, it intercepted the fix- 
ing of the bail ; and that as the time for surrendering 
the principal is the return of the 2d scire facias, that 
case was decidedly in favour of the application* 



Sir James Mansfield Chi. J. The question is, whe- 
ther the bail who apply to the Court for an indulgence 
are entitled to any thing more than a stay of proceed- 
ings on undertaking to pay every thing, if the judgment 
fihall be affirmed. With respect to the bail being fixed, 
the term '* fixed'' is somewhat equivocal. There is no 
doubt that by the indulgence of the Court the bail may 
surrender the principal at any time before the return of 
the process against themselves ; and so far they are not 
fixed until that time ; but according to the true sense 
of the expression they are fixed upon the return of the 
ca. sa. : if they were not fixed, they might plead the sur- 
render of the principal to the action on the recogilizance. 
As therefore the bail come after, all right to indulgence 
is at an end : I think the Court ought not to interpose in 
their favour but on the terms required by the Plaintiff. 



Per Curiam, 



Rule absolute, the bail under- 
taking to pay the condemn- 
ation money, the costs of 
the action against the bail, 
of the proceedings in error, 
and of the application. 
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/wM ISth. 



Hammond and others. Assignees of Gadsden, a 

Bankrupt, v. Anderson. 

TROVER for 130 bales of bacon. — The cause was a namber of baie« 
tried before Sir Jame, Mamjidd Ch.J. at the ^'^^^X'^been 
GuUdhalt sittings after last Easter term, when it ap- sold for &n entire ■am, 
peared that Messrs. Pirnidl and Co. having sold the tobepwdforbyibiu 

ftt two months, sn or- 

bacon in question to James Gadsden for 798/. 75. 8d. to be ^„ ^„ gj^en to the 
paid for by a bill at two months, on the 5th of March wharfinger to deliver 
last weighed the same, and left an order with the De- whTwenttothe wbsrf* 
fendant, at whose wharf the bacon lay, to deliver it weighed the whole, 
to James Gadsden or his order ; that on the 9th of the ^f *^!l,T\'™'** 

' bales, and then became 

same month Gadsden weighed the whole of the bacon, bankropt, wherenpon 
and took ^way 26 bales, leaving the remainder at the ^ ^"^•' ^'^^j^ *•■ 

-- days from the time of 

Defendant's wharf; that on the 10th, Messrs. Pvmell ^^n\e, ordered the 
and Co. having heard that Gadsden was insolvent, gave wharfinger not to de- 

_ _^ f n ii> 1 •! liTer the remainders 

an order to the Defendant not to deliver the remainder ^ ^^ custom of the 
ofthe bacon to Godlsdeii, together with an undertaking to trade the charges of 
indeinnify him against the consequences ; that Gadsden ^'V^ ^ "uirvendOT 
soon after became a bankrupt, and that the Plaintiffs for i4 days after the 
being chosen assignees under this commission, de- J^eeWtokM^iMwt 
manded the bacon of the Defendant, who refused to session of the whole 
deliver it: that by the custom of the trade, where the "^ ^\^ ^^"^ 
goods sold continue to lie at the wharf after the sale, the what remained b the 
charges of warehousing are always borne by the vendor ''■'^ ®^ *^* wharfin. 

ser. \ tt J 

for 14 days from the sale, at the expiration of which time, 
and not before, they are entered in the books of the 
wharfinger in the name of the vendee. A verdict was 
found for the Plaintiffs, with liberty to the Defendant 
to move that a nonsuit migh^; be entered. 

Accordingly, a rule nisi for entering a nonsuit having 
been obtained. Best and Praed Serjts. were' this day 

(d) S. C. 5 Esp. Bep. 180. And see Baman t. Andanon, 2 Campb. 848. 
Hmmm t. Jfeytr* 6 Bast 614. Jti^^ ▼. MmaU, 11 Bait 810. 215. Stoveld 
▼. Bmfku, 14 East SOO. Bmtk v. Dams, S M. & S. 307. 401. 

F 3 called 
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Hammond 
and Othen 

Anderson. 



called upon by the Court to support the rule. Though 
the property in the goods was completely transferred to 
the vendee by the sale, yet the possession continued in 
the yendor. So long as the vendor continued to pay for 
warehousing, the warehouse must be considered as his 
own. The case therefore stands precisely upon the^. 
same grounds as if the vendor had sold the goods lying 
in his own warehouse, and the vendee after taking away 
a part had become insolvent ; in which case the right of 
the vendor to retain the remainder would be unques- 
tionable. Before the sale it is clear that the warehouse 
of the wharfinger was the warehouse of the vendor, and 
as the vendor by the custom of the trade continued to 
pay for the warehousing after the sale, there is no rea- 
son why it should not still be considered in the same 
light. This therefore is not a case of stoppage in transitu, 
nor do the decisions upon that subject in which the 
vendee has put an end to the transitus by exercising acts 
of ownership, apply to this. Nor is it like the case of 
Shibey v. Heyward, 2 H. BL 604. where the delivery of 
part of a cargo was considered such a delivery of the 
whole as to prevent the right of stopping in transitu, 
since the ship in that case seems to have been chartered 
by the consignees themselves ; but the present case is 
more like that of Northey v. Eeld,2 Esp. N.P. Cas. 613. 
where the vendee having neglected to pay the duties 
upon wines consigned to him, they were lodged in the 
king's stores for the purpose of being sold, unless the 
duties and charges of warehouse room, tfic. should be 
paid within three months, and Lord Kenyan held, that 
while the wines continued in the king's stores the right 
of stopping in transitu remained. 



SirJAMEsMAK8FiELDCh.J.(stoppingSA6pA«fJSeijt.) 
The right of stopping in transitu is a favourable right 
which the courts of law are always disposed to assist. 
But I do not ktiow how to distinguish this from the case 

before 
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before decided in this Court. The whole quantity of 
bacon was sold at one price by a bill payable at two 
months, and an order given to deliver it. On the 9th 
of Marck the whole was weighed and twenty-five bales 
sent away : the rest remained at the wharf and in the 
custody of the Defendant. So much having been taken 
away, and the whole weighed by the bankrupt, it is in- 
sisted that the bankrupt had taken possession of the 
whole. It is not disputed that the whole became the 
property of the bankrupt at the time when the order 
was given. But it appears that by the custom of the 
trade the vendor gives a sort of indulgence to the vendee, 
by continuing to pay the warehouse room for 14daysafter 
the sale. Except in this respect, however, the vendor 
has no more concern with the goods sold than a stranger 
The question is. Whether it be not too late for thct 
vendor to claim any part of the goods on account of the 
bankruptcy of the vendee ? As to those bales which 
were sent aiY^y, the bankrupt had taken actual pos- 
session, and therefore no question can arise ; and when 
it is admitted that he had taken possession of a part, 
how can it be said that he had not taken possession of 
the whole ? The price was entire ; and the whole to be 
paid for by one bill. On a former occasion this Court 
decided that, where a part of the goods sold by an entire 
contract was taken possession of, the vendee had taken 
possession of the whole. However equitable therefoi'e 
the claim of the vendor may be in this case it appears 
to me that he was too late to take advantage of it. It 
is of greater consequence that the law should be as uni- 
form as possible, than that the equitable claims of an 
individual should be attended to ; and as I cannot dis- 
tinguish this case from that which was before decided 
iijL this cpurt, I think that the verdict must stand. 



1804. 

Hammond 

and Others 

«• 

AMDBISOir. 



Heath J. I am of the same opinion. Though the 
goods continued in the warehouse of the Defendant after 

F 4 the 
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the 8ale« they were no longer in the possession of the 
vendor for any purpose whatsoever. The jury waa of 
opinion that the payment of warehouse-room, by the 
vendor was a mere indulgence given to the vendee. The 
contract being entire^ and part having been taken away » 
the privilege of stopping ut transitu could not atttoh. 

RooKB J. The facts of this case are too strong to be 
got over. The whole of the goods was paid for by one 
bill ; a general order was given for the delivery of the 
whole^ and the purchaser under that order went and took 
away a part ; how could he more effectually change the 
possession. 

Chambre J. The privilege of stopping in tramitu 
appears to me to have been carried far enough. It cer- 
tainly creates an inequality amoi^ the creditors, by 
giving a preference to one over the. rest. However, I 
have no objection to the privilege itself, provided it be 
confined within proper bounds. But was there not here 
a complete delivery of the goods ? The payment of the 
warehouse-room by the vendor cannot make a difference. 
The vendor of course charges just so much more as will 
pay the expence of the warehouse-room. If the expence 
had been paid by the vendee, it would not make a de- 
livery at the wharf a delivery to him. Nor can the vendor 
avail himself of the circumstance of the expences being 
paid by him to prevent a delivery to the vendee from 
operating as such. This is a much stronger case than 
that of Slubey v. Hayward, which proceeded upon the 
principle that a delivery of part where the contract was 
entire was a delivery of the whole. But here there was 
an actual delivery of the whole. There the person who 
made the delivery, delivered a part only out of the ship. 
But here the bankrupt had actual manual possession of 
every article, and having weighed them all he took upon 
himself to separate them. It seems to me therefore to 

be 
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be perfectly clear that the original jendor had no claim, 1 804. 

and that the verdict is right. J^^^^' 

^ Hammond 

Rule discharged. au othen 

Anobrion. 



Flint v. Brandon. Jmtisih. 

m 

THIS was an action of covenant. The declaration CoTemnt k t i«m« 
stated, that by indenture of the 29th of July 1789, '***'* *!^ **"? ""^^^ 

. , "^ , ' not dig grtrel o«t of 

the Defendant demised to the Plaintiff certain premises ujpartofthedemii- 
to hold from the 29th of September 1799 (being the day ^ p'«»^ ^^^^'^^ 

. oonseat of the Imsot 

on which a lease granted to Thomas ChUton therein men- or paybg to him io«^ 
tioned would expire) for 21 years ; nevertheless the same P^ **•*» «oept whtt 
to be put into the possession of the Plaintiff in the same |^^ ,g,^^ pi^*of tfM 
state and condition as it was expressly covenanted, de- pramiMt deoiied, 
clared, and agreed to be yielded up by the said Thomas J^ bAa 'wjSmj^b 
Clutton, his executors, S^c. unto the original landlord otA.B, Bj indorse- 
thereof, his heirs or assigns, in and by the said lease "^^ ■^' *" *** 

^ WU9 before exeea* 

granted to the said Thomas Clutton; that the Defendant uob, it ww egned 
covenanted that the Plaintiff, at the expiration of the ^* >* •>"«>** ^ i^w- 
lease to Clutton, should be put into possession of the letaajpartofthe 
demised premises, and that the premises should then be within demiied pre- 
in the same state and condition as Thomas C/tiff on, did, in "l"**/?*^ the porpow 

' ' of meklBf bncks or 

and by his said lease, covenant with the original landlord tiles, he psjiog the 
to leave and yield up the said premises. The declaration ^^"^ *'• *" •^•'^ 

sere whioh he should 

then averred, that on the 8th of June, 1779, by a memo- so let ; end further, 
randum in writing between the said Thomas Clutton and **"•* ** '^^^ ^ l*w- 
one Henry Penton (the original landlord) it was agreed, bresk Bp*sndTg for 
that it might be lawful for the said Thomas Clutton, his grtveisnypsrt of the 
executors, *c. to break up and dig for gravel any part or ^^^ demised pre- 
pared of the said demised land, he the said Thomas Clut- to psj to the lessor 
ion thereby covenanting for himself, his executors, ^c. to *®'' ^^^ ^"y •**'• '• 

m • m , should bresk up bim I 

make good the same at or before the expiration of the dig at or before the 
said lease to him, which was the covenant and agreement «i»«*"OB of the tine, 
of the said Thomas Clutton referred to by the said cove- ^^^^ 'neid'ihit the 

lessee wis not entitled 
to dig for grsTel in the two sores of gsrden grouid mentioned in the lease, withoat making them 
good. 

nant 
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1 804. nant of the Defendant ; that the premises at the ezpira* 

tion of the lease to Thomas Cbttton, were not in the same 
state and condition as the said Thomas Cluttanhsd agreed 
to put them in, but, on the contrary thereof, divers pits 
and holes made by Thomas Clutton, by yirtue of the said 
memorandum, were unfilled, unlerelled, and not made 
good. The second count stated the covenant in the lease 
from Penton to Thomas Clutton, thus : '' That it might 
be lawful for the said Thomas C/uf^on, his executors, Jfc. 
to break up and dig for gravel any part or parcel of the 
said demised premises, the said Thomas Clutton, thereby 
covenanting for himself, his heirs, 2fc. to pay to the said 
Henry Penton, his heirs, bic. the sum of 20/. for every 
acre he or they should so break up or dig, and to make 
good the same at or before the expiration of the deed to 
him ;" the breach was the same as in the first count. The 
Defendant, as to the first count, pleaded, that the deed 
of the 29th of July 1789 was not his deed ; 2dly, that it 
was not agreed between Henry Penton and Thomas 
Clutton, in manner and form as the Plaintiff alleged ; 
and he pleaded two similar pleas to the second count. 
On all these pleas issues were joined. 

The cause was tried before Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. 
at the Westminster sittings after Easter term, and a ver- 
dict was found for the Plaintiff with 1000/. damages. In 
this term a rule nisi for a new trial was granted. Upon 
the production of the deeds in Court, it appeared that 
the lease from Penton to Clutton contained a covenant on 
the part of Clutton, his executors, ^c. '' that he or they 
would not dig or cause to be dug any gravel, brick-earth, 
sand, or clay, out of any part of the premises thereby de- 
mised, without the consent of the said Henry Penton, his 
heirs, ^c. or paying unto him or them the sum of 10s. 
for every load, except what should be dug out of two acres, 
part of the premises thereby demised, part of a garden 
late in the possession of J&/t£;an/Co&/' that upon the 
said lease was indorsed a memorandum, whereby it was 

mutually 
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fnutually agreed between the said Henry Penton and VSB4L 

I%omas Glutton, " that it should and might be lawful to ^JTT^ 

and for the said Henry Penton, his executors, ^c. to let v. 

or set to any person or persons whomsoever, for the pur- 
pose of making bricks or tiles only, any part or parts of 
the within-mentioned forty-three acres and two roods of 
land within demised to the said Thomas Chtion, he the 
said Henry Penton, his heirs, tfic. allowing the said 
Thomas Glutton, his executors, i^c. the sum of three 
pounds for every acre he or they should let or set as 
aforesaid. And it was likewise further agreed, by and 
between the said parties, that it should and might be 
lawful to and for the said Hiomas Glutton, his executors, 
2fc. to break up and dig for gravel any part or parcel of the 
within demised land, he, the said JTiomas Glutton thereby 
covenanting for himself, his executors, t^c. to pay to the 
said Henry Penton, his heirs, ifc. the sum of 20/. for 
every acre he or they should so break up and dig, and 
to make good the same at or before the expiration of 
the within lease ;" and it was stated, upon a£Eidavit, that 
at the trial the attention of the court was not called to 
the exception in the original lease, and that the verdict 
proceeded entirely upon the memorandum indorsed, it 
notbetng then known that any part of the land demised 
to the Plaintiff formed a part of the land exempted in 
the lease, and that one acre of the land demised to the 
Plaintiff was in fact part of the two acres so excepted. 

Shepherd Serjt. shewed cause, and contended that the 
covenant in the lease from Penton to Glutton, as far as 
respected gravel, was done away by the memorandum 
indorsed upon that lease ; and that although the cove- 
nant in the lease contained an exception of two acres, 
yet that the memorandum was general, and applied to 
all the primises. Glutton agreeing to pay 20/. for €very 
acre which he should dig for gravel, and to make good 
the same. 

The 
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1804. The Court here intimated, that the exception of the 

two acres in the lease could not have the effect which 
had been attributed to it by the Defendant, of giving a 
power to the lessee to dig for gravel in those two acres^ 
without being obliged to make the ground good. 

Best and Praed Seijts. for the Defendant, contended 
that according to the true construction of the covenant 
in the lease the lessee was entitled to dig for gravel iu 
the two excepted acres, without the consent of the les- 
sor or any obligation to pay for so doing ; and that if 
such was the true construction of the covenant it was 
not to be supposed that the lessee intended to agree by 
the memorandum to pay 202. per acre for digging in that 
part of the premises where he had a right to dig for 
nothing, or to lay himself under any obligation to make 
the ground good in those places. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. Notwithstanding the 
inaccuracy of the expressions in the lease and memo- 
randum, it is not very difficult to ascertain what was 
really intended by the parties. By the lease sever^ par- 
cels of land are demised in a part of the country where 
land is very valuable ; and in order to avoid having any 
disputes respecting waste committed upon the land left 
to be decided by the ordinary rules of law, the covenant 
in question as to gravel, sand, clay, ^c. is inserted. The 
first question arises on the exception contained in that 
covenant. On behalf of the Defendant it is insisted, 
that it gives a power to the lessee to dig in the two ex- 
cepted acres to an indefinite depth, and totally to ruin 
those two acres, without being obliged to make any 
compensation to the lessor. If indeed such a power 
had been expressly given, the lessee must have had the 
benefit of it ; but it is very improbable that the lessor 
should . have intended to give it, and the Court will 
never put such a construction on a lease as to invest a 

lessee 



Brandon. 
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lessee with a right of that eztensire natore, unless the 1804. 

words are so clear as Hot to admit of restriction. In ^-'-^* 

this case^ however^ they are so far from clear that the _ v. 
exception does not apply to the first part of the restraint^ 
that is> to the digging without licence, but only to the 
payment of ten shillings per load. The truth seems to 
be this ; that the person who drew the lease thought it 
might be worth while for the lessee to give ten shillings 
per load rather than not dig at all, but he was not to be 
permitted to do so in the two acres which were garden 
ground, at any price. It was natural to make the re- 
striction respecting garden ground, rather tighter than 
that which applied to the rest of the land. This. being 
the nature of the lease, the parties before the execution 
of it agree by a memorandum that it shall be lawful for 
PentOH the lessor to let off any part of the premises to 
make bricks or tiles, he allowing to CbUtan 3/. per acre 
for every acre which he should so let. . This permission 
to the lessor applies to every part of the premises, and 
certainly includes the two acres to which the exception 
in the lease applies. Can it then be. supposed that if 
duttan by the lease- had liberty to dig to the centre in 
those two acres without making compensation, he would 
have put it in the power of his lessor to take that right 
from him for 3/. per acre. This decisively shews either 
that it was not the original meaning of the parties to 
give such a right to the lessee, or that it was. intended 
to be done away, by the memorandum. It is then fur- 
ther agreed that Clutton may dig for gravel in any part 
of the within demised land, he covenanting to pay 20/. 
per acre for every acre which he shall so break up, and 
to make it good. These words are as general as thode 
by which the lessor is empowered, to let. And can it 
be supposed that if the lessee had a right by the lease 
to dig gravel in the two acres in question for nothing, 
he would have covenanted in such general words, and 
would not have introduced an exception as to these two 

acres. 
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1804. acres. It seems to me^ therefore«,ihat according to the 

trae and only rational construction the memorandum 
amounted to a perfectly new agreement as to digging 
sand, gravely tfc. and that there is no pretence for set- 
ting up an exception as to any part of the ground. As 
to the exception itself it is part of the covenant of the 
lease, which, if doubtful, must be taken most strongly 
against the covenantor. It is not necessary to determine 
what would have been the effect of the Defendant's co-> 
venant if the lease and memorandum between PerUoik 
and CbUian could have been construed in a different 
manner from that which I have stated. But as the 
memorandum only speaks of making the ground good, 
and that memorandum is in general terms, there might 
have been strong ground to contend that the Plaintiff 
was only bound to look at that part of the agreement 
between Pentan and Clutton which related to the sub- 
ject of making the ground good. On this point, how- 
ever, it is unnecessary to give any opinion, since by the 
construction which I have given to the lease and me* 
morandum taken together the covenant of ChUtm, to 
make the ground good, applies to all the premises 
' demised. 

Heath J. In an instrument so obscurely worded it 
may be difficult to find the meaning of the parties with 
certainty. But we must proceed to construe according 
to the principles of law and the rules of grammar. By 
the common law the lessee was not entitled to dig. It 
was therefore necessary to give lum a power to do so. 
But in the lease no such power is given respecting the 
two excepted acres, for such a power could not be given 
by way of exception. Then, as to the memorandum, it 
is an agreement between both parties, by which each was 
to receive some advantage not given by the lease. The 
lessor was to have the liberty of letting the land to make 
bricks on paying 3/. per acre only, and the lessee as a 

com- 
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compensation for this, instead of paying lOs. per load 
for every load of gravel dug, 8cc. was to pay 20/. per 
acre for every acre which he should break up, and to 
make it good. This new agreement is in general terms, 
and therefore extends to every part of the land demised. 



1804. 




Rooks J. I am of the same opinion. 



Ch AMBEE J. I am entirely of the same opinion. The 
covenant on which the action is brought clearly refers 
to the memorandum, and the construction which has 
been adopted appears to me to be the only safe line to 
pursue. Had the covenant in the lease to Glutton been 
clear in its own terms, and could it have stood consis- 
tently with the memorandum, there might perhaps have 
been more difficulty, and we must have endeavoured to 
put such a construction on all the parts as to make them 
consistent with each other. But here the memorandum 
18 quite a new agreement. 



• t 



Rule discharged. 
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1804. 

/mm 18th. Farrer V, The Countess Dowager of Granard. 

To t piet of cover- YNDEBITA TVS ossumpsU for the use and occupa- 

tnra the PlBintiflT re- # . i j • j i 

plied, that the De- -*- tion of Certain ready furnished lodgings ; and also 
fenduit't hiubud ^ foy money paid, money had and received; and on an ae- 

partebeyoBdtheteu! <^^^^ Stated. Plea, that the Defendant, at the time of 
M. in Inland, and making the promises, 2$^c. was, and yet is, the wife of the 

•epante and apart to wit, at the parish. aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, 
fnim her hnaband, ^^ ^jg j^^ wherefore, «yc. Replication that before and 

aa a tngle woman ; * , 

and aa anoh lingie at the time of the making of the said several promises 
woman, poBiMd," j^j undertakings in the said declaration mentioned, 
a general demvr- ^^^ Continually firom thence hitherto the said S. L. in 
ver« («) ^ the said plea mentioned lived and resided in parts be- 

yond the seas, that is to say, in that part of the United 
Kingdom of Greai Britain and Ireland called Irdand: 
and that during all that time the said Defendant lived 
in this kingdom separate and apart from the said S. L. 
as a single woman, and that the said Defendant made 
the said several promises and undertakings in the said 
declaration mentioned as such single woman, to wit, at, 
ire. To this there was a general demurrer and joinder 
therein. 



Best Serjt. was called upon to support the replication. 
It may be admitted that a mere temporary absence of 
the husband from this country will not make the wife 
liable for debts contracted by her ; but the averment in 
this replication that the husband lived and resided in 
Ireland at least calls upon the Defendant to shew ths^t 
the absence of the husband was merely temporary. 
Besides, the replication aveiB that the Defendant lived 
separate and apart from her husband as a single woman, 
which shews that she was not separated from him for a 

(a) Vide BoggeU ▼. Frier, 11 East. SOI. 

time 
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time only, but had assumed a character different from 
that which she would have derived from him while she 
lived as his wife. The case of De GaUlon v. VAigle, 
1 Bos. 4r PM' 367. is precisely in point ; the replication 
there was in terms the same as this ; for the averment 
that the Defendant carried on the business of a mer- 
chant as a single woman could make no difference, as 
the trade was not carried on within the city of London. 
The case of Walford v. The Duchesse de Pienne, 2 £sp. 
N, P. Cos. 564. is also a strong authority for the Plain- 
tiff, in which case Lord Kem/on intimated that the prin- 
ciple of the old common law, where the husband had 
abjured the realm, applied to a case in which the hus- 
band had left the kingdom for four years. 



81 
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The ConnteM 
Dowager of 
Granard. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The terms of the re- 
plication are perfectly consistent with a mere temporary 
absence. They might be applied to the case of every 
man who goes for a short time to live in Ireland or Scot- 
land, and whose wife in the mean time contracts debts 
here. 

Heath J. The case of De GaUlon v. VAigk pro- 
ceeded much upon the ground of the Defendant's hus- 
band being a foreigner. 

Judgment for the Defendant. 

Sdhn Serjt. was to have argued in support of the 
demurrer. 



Vol. I. N.S. 



G 
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1804. 

Isaac Garland and Elizabeth hU Wife, John 
CoBRY and Ann his Wife, and Thomas Tomkins, 
«• Rees Thomas, James Leach, Robert Leach, 
Francis Woodforde, and Richard Mbssitbr. 

Devige to the use fT^HE following case was sent by the Master of the 
"tor*I JieceVc. ud ^ ^0^8 for the Opinion of this Court. 

bis two nieces E, O, 

▼if or ud ^f ivo« of Roff^ Clarke gentleman, being seised of, and entiUed 
them, and the heirs of to. Certain freehold estates at Lavington in the county of 
t^e body of sach sar- g^^^^^^^ ^y his will duly executed and attested for dc- 

▼1? or and ianrif ors Bs ^ J 

tenants in common, vising real estates, bearing date the 5th day of March 
and no* M joint te- 1739^ j^j devised uuto the Defendants Rees Thomas 

nants. Held that na- 1 x t 1 rr t» • • 

der thU devise s, c. &nd James Lcoch (and one Henry Fain, since deceased) 
E. G. and A, c, took ^U those his freehold farms, lands, tenements, and he- 

as tenants in com- ... -r • 

mon.(a) reditamehts, with their appurtenances, at Lavwgton 

aforesaid, to hold to them the said Rees Thomas, James 
Leach, and Henry Pain, their heirs and assigns, upon 
tru3t as to one undivided moiety or half part thereof* 
the whole into two equal parts to be divided, to the use 
of his the said testator's nephew Richard Clarke, for life, 
without impeachment of waste ; remainder to the said 
trustees and their heirs to preserve contingent remain- 
ders ; remainder to the use and behoof of the first son 
of the body of his said nephew Richard Clarke, lawfully 
begotten in tail ; remainder to the use and behoof of the 
second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and every son 
and sons of the body of his said nephew Richard Clarke, 
lawfully begotten, severally and successively, in tail ; 
remainder to the use and behoof of all and every the 
daughter or daughters of the body of the said testator's 
nephew Richard Clarke, lawfully begotten, in tail ; and 

(a) Vide Doe d, Liford ▼. Sparrow, IS East. S59. Due d, Calkm t. 
Tomkiusou, 3 M. & S. 105. Edtvards v. Sywtom, 6 Taont. 21S. 

for 
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Iot want of such issue^ to the use and bdioof of his the 
said testatofis niece Susannah Clarke^ and his two nieces, 
the PlainHffs, Elizabeth Garland {by her then name of 
Elizabeth Fountain)^ and Ann Corry {by her then name of 
Ann Fountain) and the survivor and surviwrs of them, and 
the heirs of the body of such surinvor and survioors as tenants 
in common, and'not as Joint tenants : and for want 6f such 
issue, remainder over, and upon trust, as to the other 
moiety or half part of and in the said hereditaments 
and premises, the whole into two equal parts to be di^ 
Tided, to the use of his the said testator's said niece 
Susannah Clarke, and her assigns, for life, without im- 
peachment of waste ; remainder to the said trustees to 
preserve contingent remainders ; remainder to the first 
and every other son of the body of his said niece SSusantuih 
Clarke, lawfully begotten, in tail ; remainder to the use 
and behoof of the first, second, third, fourth, filth, sixth, 
seventh, and all and every other the son and sons of the 
body of his said niece Susannah Clarke, lawfully begotten, 
severally and successively, in tail ; remainder to all and 
every the daughter and daughters of the body of the 
said Susasmah C/orie, lawfully begotten, in tail ; and for 
want qfsuchissue to the use of his the said testatar^s nephew 
Richard Clarke, and his said two nieces the Plaintiffs, 
Elizabeth Garland and Ann Corry, and the surdvors of 
them, and the hdrs of the body of such survivor, as tenants 
in common, ami m^ as joint tenants; and for want of such 
issm remainder over. The devisor died seised, without 
having revoked or altered his said will, leaving said 
Bichard Clarke, his nephew and heir at law, and said 
Susannah Clarke him surviving. The said testator's 
nephew Sichard Clarke, entered upon and took posses** 
sion of the moiety of the said estate and premises at 
LavingUm, so devised to him for his life as aforesaid, 
and died without issue, leaving the said Susannah 
Clarke and the said Plaintiffs, him surviving. The said 

G 2 Susannah 
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Susannah Clarke entered upon and took possession of 
the moiety of the said estate at Lavingtan so devised to 
her for her life» as aforesaid, and afterwards intermarried 
with the said Defendant James Leach, and she and the 
said James Leach, in her right, continued in the pos- 
session thereof until the death of the said Susannah: 
after the death of the said Richard Clarke the said 
Susannah Leach (formerly Clarke) and the Plaintiffs 
Elizabeth and Ann, entered upon and took possession 
of the moiety of the said estate at Lavingian, so de- 
mised to them, and continued in the possession thereof 
until the death of the said Susannah Clarke, who died 
in September 1800, leaving the Defendant Robert Leach 
her eldest son and heir at law, and the Plaintiffs 
Elizabeth and Ann her surviving. 

The question for the opinion of the Court was. What 
interest the Defendant Robert Leach and the Plidntiffs 
Elizabeth Garland and Ann Corry took under the will of 
the testator Robert Leach, in the estate at Lavington in 
the county of Somerset? 



Best Serjt. for the Plaintiffs. The question in this 
case arises upon the words " to the use and behoof of 
his the testator^s niece S. Clarke, and his two nieces 
Elizabeth Garlaftd and Ann Corry, and the survivor and 
survivors of them, and the heirs of the body of such 
survivor and survivors, as tenants in common, and not 
as joint tenants.'' While S. Clarke was living, the three 
nieces held as joint tenants; but on the death of 5. 
Clarke, the two survivors became tenants in common in 
fee of her share. Had the former words of the devise 
stood alone and uncontrolled by the expression " as 
tenants in common, and not as joint tenants," no man 
could have doubted that the estate given was an estate 
in joint-tenancy. If, however, the effect contended for 
by the Defendants be given to these latter words, then 

the 
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the words '' suiriTor and samvors, and the heirs of the 
body of such survivor/' must be altogether excluded and 
rejected. But if they can stand consistently with that in- 
terpretation which I put upon the devise, they ought not 
to be excluded and rejected. The words as ** tenants in 
common, and not as joint tenants/' do not relate to the 
original devisees, but to the heirs of the body of such de- 
visees, and this construction will square with the rule of 
applying the relative to the last antecedent. In Hatosr. 
Haws, 3 Atk. 524. the devise was to the testator's four 
children, " their heirs and assigns, equally to be di- 
vided between them, share and share alike, as tenants 
in common, and not as joint tenants with the benefit of 
survivorship." It was contended that the last words 
referred only to a benefit of survivorship to the sur- 
vivors of the children, if one or more died in the life- 
time of the testator; but Lord Hardwicke said, '''this is 
too nice a construction, for it is more natural to sup- 
pose that a man intends the children of his children 
should be provided for than not, and the Court sup- 
poses a parent is taking care of the posterity of his 
children." In Armstrmg v. Eldri^, 3 Bro. Ch. Ca5.215. 
the devise was to several, '' equally between them, share 
and share alike," for their lives, and '* after the decease 
of the survivor of them," upon trust. There the latter 
words were held to create a joint-tenancy, notwith- 
standing the former words, the Lord Chancellor ob- 
serving, " that though the words, equally to be divided, 
and share and share alike, were in general construed 
in a vnll to create a tenancy in common, yet where the 
context shews a joint^tenaucy to be intended, the words 
should be construed accordingly." Now the words 
creating the joint-tenancy in that case, were less strong 
than those which point to the same estate in this. 
Again, in Barker v. Giles, 2 P. Wms. 280. a devise of 
lands to two, and " the survivor and survivors of them, 

G 3 and 
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and their heirs and assigns for ever, equally to be di- 
vided between them, share and share alike/' was held 
to create a joint-tenancy in the two for life, with se^ 
▼eral inheritances. In that case Lord Chancellor £0^ 
said, '' it is a certain rule in the exposition of wills es* 
pecially, that every word shall have its effect, and not 
be rejected, if any construction can be put upon it." 
In Tuckerman t. J^eries (cited in Marryat v. Tomdof, 
1 Vez. 103.) the devise was of all the testatot^s estate 
to two nieces £. and /. to be equally divided between 
them, and from and after their decease to the right 
heirs of /.; Holt Ch. J. held it a joint tenancy, during 
their lives ; and in 2 Roll* Ahr. 90. pi. 6. a devise to two 
'' equally to be divided between them, to have and to 
hold, to them and to the survivor of them, and to the 
heirs of the body of the survivor," was resolved to 
create a joint tenancy. If the first takers under this 
will are adjudged to have a tenancy in common, the 
words respecting survivorship must be altogether ex- 
cluded, and consequences totally different from those 
which would ensue, if full effect was given to them, 
must follow. The judgment in Lord Bindon v. Lord 
Sifffolk, 1 P. Wm$, 96. which is an authority the other 
way, was reversed in the House of Lords. [Sir James 
Mansfield Ch. J. observed, that the decision of Lord 
Chancellor Cowper in that case had always been treated 
as the right decision, and particularly in the case of 
Roebuck v« Dean, 2 Vez, Jan. 266.] If the words in 
this devise, which create a joint-tenancy, cannot stand 
consistently vrith those which create a tenancy in com* 
mon, it will be for the Court to decide which shall be 
rejected. 



Lens Serjt. coniri* In construing this devise the 
Court must be driven to the necessity of excluding 
some of the words used by the testator from taking 

effect ; 
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effect; in so doing the reason of tbe things as well as 
the rules laid down in similar cases, must induce them^ 
to exclude those words which interfere with the creation 
of a tenancy in common in the devises. Haws v. Haws 
supports this construction of the will ; and though Lord 
Hardf^icke in that case (as it is reported in 1 Vez. 14.) 
expressed his disapprobation of the construction that 
the words of suryivorship there used meant a surviving 
the testator, yet he admitted it might be resorted to, 
if no other reasonable construction could be found. 
Those who argue on behalf of the Plaintiffs wish to 
destroy the words " tenants in common," or to apply 
them in such fanciful way as best suits their pur- 
pose. Lord Bindon v. Lard Suffolk has always been 
acted upon without reserve, and Lord Hard'iaicke, in 
Haws V. Haws, considers it as deciding the point then 
before him. It is also referred to, as authoritative, by 
Lord Ahxodmf, then Master of the Rolls, in Russell v. 
Long, 4 Vez,jun. 651. He there said, *' if no other sense 
can be put upon the words except survivorship at the 
death of the testator, that must be the construction." 
In Russell v. Xong the words used were, '* share and 
share alike ;" here the express term '' tenants in com- 
mon'' is used. The case of Maberley v. Strode, 3 Vez. 
Jim. 454. is to the same effect. Nor is the construc- 
tion for which the Defendants contend at all affected by 
the case of Barker v. Giles, which was a devise to two 
persons, and the survivor or survivors, and their heirs; 
because the devise being to two persons only, all the 
words might be satistied by holding them joint-tenants 
for life. The same observation applies* to the case of 
Armstro9^ v. Eldridge. The case of Rme d. Vere v. Hill, 
3 Bur. 1881. is an authority precisely in point to sup- 
port the construction fbr which the Defendants con- 
tend. There the devise was to five, ** and the survivors 
and survivor of them, and the executors and adminis- 

G 4 trators 
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traton of such surviror, share and share alike, as teaants 
in common, and not as joint tenants ;'' which words 
were held to create a tenancy in common in fee. The 
cases of Stringer t. Phillips, 1 Eq. Cos. Ab. 291. and 
Stones T. Heurtley, 1 Vez. 165. support the same doc- 
trine. In the latter of these cases Lord Harduncke cites 
Blissett v. Cranwell, 3 Lev. 373., 1 Salk. 226. and adopts 
a mode of reasoning directly the reverse of what he has 
been supposed to have held in Haws v. Haws. If his 
opinion therefore is to govern the present case, that 
opinion is with the Defendants. At all events, the 
words creating a tenancy in common in this will are so 
express that they cannot be done away by any reason- 
ing or explanation whatever. 



Sir Jambs Mansfield Ch. J. As this case comes 
from the Court of Chancery, this Court is only called 
upon to certify its opinion to the Master of the Rolls^ 
but it may not be amiss to notice shortly the substance 
of the will, and to state the grounds upon which we 
hold that Robert Leach the son of Susannah Clarke, is 
entitled to one-third of one moiety of the estate on 
which the question arises. Reading this will, and 
looking at the consequences of the devise in question^ 
I should have felt great difficulty in adopting any other 
construction than that which the Court now adopt, 
even if no similar case had eyer been decided. The 
construction contended for by the Plaintiffs is, that by 
virtue of the devise Elizabeth Garland and Ann Carry 
having survived 5u5eimiaAC/arAe, they, as such survivors, 
take the whole estate to themselves in the manner given 
by the will. Now the first consequence of this con- 
struction would be, that if S. Clarke died leaving chil- 
dren, her children would be excluded ; and the next, 
that supposing Elizabeth Garland and Ann Carry should 
die without issue, then the issue of 5, Clarke being ex- 

eluded. 
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eluded, the estate would go over, though it was not in- 
tended to go oyer till failure of issue of all. What a 
very capricious distribution would this have been ! The 
testator intended that his three nieces should be equally 
benefited in the event of R, Clarke dying without sons 
or daughters ; and nothing more absurd could be im- 
puted to him, than the intention that the death of one 
of his nieces before the other should strip the children 
of the niece so dying of all benefit under the will. Be- 
fore we impute such an intention to him, we ought to 
see it so clearly expressed as not to admit of a doubt. 
But when we examine the words of the will, we find such 
intention excluded. Having given the estate to his three 
nieces, he adds, " and the survivor and survivors of them, 
and the heirs of the body of such survivor and sur- 
vivors, as tenants in common, and not as joint-tenants.'' 
If the words ''tenants in common" are to be referred 
to the whole devise, there is an end of the question : 
but if that be not the case, did he mean that they should 
apply to the heirs of the body of the survivor, or the 
heirs of the body of the survivors ? For he could not 
mean they should apply to both, since it is impossible 
the heirs of the survivor should ever take, if the heirs 
of the survivors had already taken in that way. When 
the testator was giving his estate to his three nieces, 
he meant them all to take equally, and probably he 
reasoned with himself, that possibly one or two of his 
nieces might die in his lifetime, in which case the sur- 
vivor or survivors were to take the whole. It is true, 
that in this way of putting the case that consequence 
will follow, which can only be attributed to the tes- 
tator's ignorance or forgetfulness, viz. that the children 
of his niece or nieces (should they have any) dying in 
his lifetime, would be deprived of their mother*s share. 
But notwithstanding this possible consequence which 
would be attended with hardship, I think that con- 
struction 
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siruclioQ must prevail which is the only sound and ra- 
tional construction. This I should have thought if I 
had not read any of the cases upon the subject ; and 
perhaps in forming my opinion my mind may have been 
affected by. the mode of construction which has hitherto 
prevailed. Now what are the authorities ? It is ad- 
mitted that the case of Rose v. HiU is not distinguish- 
able from this, and, indeed, never were two cases more 
precisely similar to each other. By whom was the case 
of Rose V. HiU decided? By Lord Mansfield, Mr. Jus- 
tice Wilmot, and Mr. Justice Yates : the two former of 
whom having been in the constant habit of attending 
the Court of Chancery, their attention must often have 
been called to the case of Lord Bindon v. Lord Suffolk. 
It has been argued that the case of Lord Bindon v. Ixn-d 
St^olk was reversed in the House of L(Hds ; but I think 
that decision right, and it has been supported by the 
subsequent authorities referred to in Mr. Coxe's P. Wms., 
particularly the case of Stringer v. Phillips. It is true 
that the latter words might be limited to the heirs of 
the body of the survivor or survivors, and so not ex- 
tend to the first taker. But there does not appear to 
me any difference between this case and that of Stringer 
T. Phillips, except that in the present instance an ex- 
p«89 tenancy in common is created, whereas mStringa' 
T. Phillips the words were ** equally to be divided be- 
tween them," which are usually held to create a tenancy 
in common. I do not think any of the cases cited 
for the Plaintiffs apply to this case. In the case of 
Armstrong v. Eldridge the testator, after directing the 
trustees to pay the proceeds of an estate equally, be- 
tween his grand-daughters for their lives, says, and 
after the decease of the survivor of them, in trust, to 
pay to and amongst all the children of the devisees. 
Now whatever might be the meaning of the former 
words of the devise, it waQ quite impossible to say 

that 
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that the testator meant that the children of his grand- 
daughter should receive any thing until all his grand- 
daughters were dead ; for the limitation to the children 
is not to take place until after the decease of the sur- 
vivor of the first devisees. The case of Barker v. Giles 
turned on the meaning of the word '' survivor/' to which 
Lord Chancellor King could not give effect vnthout 
making it a joint-tenancy. In the case of Tuckemum v. 
Jefferies, there was a remainder limited after the death of 
the survivor of the first devisees, which therefore could 
not take effect until both were dead. The case in 
2 Roll, Abr. 90. has already received an answer from 
my brother Lens. The words of the present case make 
it impossible to put any other construction upon the 
will than that which we have adopted. The case of 
Roebuck v. Deane, together with the others refeqred to 
in the argument, which followed that of Stringer v. 
Philips, all plainly shew that in a demise of personal 
estate the plain sense of which is to give a tenancy in 
common,. the word survivorship must be taken to mean 
a survivorship at the death of the testator. On these 
grounds, therefore, we shall certify our opinion to 
the Court of Chancery, that Robert Leach took an 
estate tail in one third of a moiety of the premises 
in question. 



1804. 

Garland 

•od Others 

o. 

Thomas 

wd OUien. 



RooKE and Chambre Js. expressed themselves of 
the same opinion. 

The following certificate was afterwards sent to the 
Master of the Rolls : 

T^is case has been argued before ua by counsel, and 
we are of opinion, that under the will of the testator 
Robert Ciarke, the Defendant Robert Leach took an es- 
tate in tail' general in that part of the estate at Laoing^ 
ton which was devised, in tiie first instance, to the use 
of his mother Susannah Clarke, afterwards Leach, for her 

life; 
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life ; and that the said Defendant Robert Leach, and the 
Plaintiffs EUzabeih Garland and Am Cony took a like 
estate tail in the other moiety of the estate, in equal 
shares, as tenants in common. 

J. Mansfield. 

O. ROOKE. 

A. Chambbb. 



(AT THE OLD BAILEY.) 



ApriiUih. 

UpoD an indict- 
ment for ditpouDg 
of ud potting awaj 
a forged Bank note, 
iuiowing it to be 
forged, the proeeca- 
tor maj giro e? idenoe 
of other forged notes 
having been nttered 
bj the prisoner, in 
order to prove his 
knowledge of the 
forger J. (a) 



The King t;. Sarah Wylie and Another. 

THIS was an indictment against the prisoners for 
disposing of and putting away a forged Bank note 
for one pound, knowing the same to be forged. 

It having been proved that the prisoners put off the 
note stated in the indictment at the shop of one Join 
Hind, and that the same was forged ; the counsel for 
the prosecution, in order to shew that the prisoners knew 
the note to be forged, offered to prove that the prisoners 
had before passed other forged notes to other persons. 

Knapp and Alley, for the prisoners, objected to the 
admissibility of the evidence : they urged, that no evi- 
dence could be given of any transaction not stated in 
the indictment, since the prisoners could not be pre- 
pared to defend themselves against a charge of which 
they had no notice. That it was never allowed upon 
indictments for burglary or robbery, to prove offences 
previously committed by the prisoner, in order to shew 



(a) Vide. Rex t. BaU, 1 Campb. 324. 



quo 
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quo ammo the act was done; nor was such eyidence 1804. 

ever admitted upon an indictment for uttering bad 
money^ which was very analogous to the present. That 
if this evidence was admitted upon an indictment for 
uttering forged Bank notes, it would be an exception 
to the general law of evidence ; and that, at all events, 
the prisoners ought to have received notice of the seve- 
ral utterings intended to be proved against them, as in 
the case of barratry, where upon a general indictment 
against one as a common barrator, the prosecutor is 
required to give notice of the particular facts intended 
to be proved* That introducing other transactions 
tended to. confound prisoners in their defence; and 
that in indictments for misdemeanors, if several mis- 
demeanors were charged in one indictment, it had been 
usual for the Judges to quash the indictment. 

Gunaw, Fiddb^, Giles, and Boumquet, for the 
Crown^ were stopped by the Court. 

Lord Ellenborough Ch. J. Certainly no different 
rule of law can prevail with respect to prosecutions by 
the Bank from those commenced by any. other person. 
This point, however, is not new ; it was reserved in 
the case of The King v. Tattersatt, which was tried at 
Lancaster in 1801 by Mr. J. Chambre, and received the- 
collective voice of the Judges. The question was. 
Whether in giving evidence to prove an allegation that 
the party uttered a Bank note knowing it to be foiged, 
the prosecutor might give the conduct of the prisoner 
in evidence, to shew his knowledge of the forgery ? The 
learned Judge reserved the question. Whether the pri- 
soner had not furnished pregnant evidence, and whether 
the jury, from his conduct on one occasion, might not 
infer his knowledge on another? The opinion of the 
Judges was, that the jury were at liberty to make such 

inference 
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1804. inference. The prisoner does not come unprepared ; it 

is alleged that he uttered a note> knowing it to be forged. 
Are we then to exclude all evidence but what is furnished 
by this particular transaction^ since without other evi- 
dence it is impossible to ascertain whether the party 
uttered the note with knowledge or under circumstances 
wluch shewed the uttering to be venial ? I remember a 
case in which a person came to Manchester with a large 
parcel of forged notes ; his whole demeanor aflforded 
pregnant evidence of the mind and purpose for which 
he came ; and a question was made whether that evi- 
dence should be received ; for it was said, that it would 
be trying the prisoner for other utterings. ^t if 
crimes do so intermix, the Court must go through 
the detail. I remember a case where a man committed 
three burglaries in one night; he took a shirt atone place 
and left it at another ; and they were all so connected 
that the Court went through the history of the three 
different burglaries. The more detached in point of 
time the previous utterings are, the less relation they 
will bear to that stated in the indictment. But in such 
case the only question would be. Whether the evidence 
was sufficient to warrant the inference of knowledge 
from such particular transaetiona ? it would not make 
the evidence inadmissible. Such evidence may come 
out ftom these circumstances as to leave no doubt that 
the prisoners must have known what sort of paper they 
were passing. Under the authority, therefore, of the 
decision, which has already taken place, I think that it 
is competent to us to go into and receive evidenice of 
another offence, and of the demeanor of the prisoners 
on other occasions, from which knowledge may be in- 
ferred. If the evidence do not furnish sufficient srtx)unda 
to warrant a conclusion of knowledge, it will be laid out 
of the question. With respect to joining several mis-> 
demeanors in one indictment, it has been natter of dis- 
cretion 
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cretion in the Judges to quash indictments so framed ; 1804. 

for they are not erroneous on record. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. This objection 
has been already taken and over-ruled. It is true that 
a prisoner shall not be punished for offences for which 
he is not charged. In an indictment for barratry notice 
must be given of the facts intended to be proved, and 
the Judges^ in their discretion, will defer the trial till 
such notice has been given ; but there can be no de- 
murrer. The Judges have thought that the prisoner 
ought to be apprised of the facts to be proved against 
him ; for in barratry he would be punished for all the 
offences proved. In this case the question relates 
merely to the knowledge of the prisoners : God only 
knows the hearts of men ; and as the intention does 
not appear from the transaction itself, it must be proved 
from other facts and circumstances. I remember a case 
where several persons were tried for a conspiracy to raise 
wages, and evidence was received of circumstances 
amounting to substantive felonies, such circumstances 
being material to the point in issue. 

Thompson B. I am of the same opinion. The case 
ahready decided is in point. Some allusion has been 
made to the case of uttering bad money ; but I by no 
means agree that the prosecutes cannot give evidence 
of another uttering on the same day, in order to prove 
the knowledge. The Court indeed cannot inflict a 
heavier punishment on account of such other uttering, 
because it is not chained in the indictment; but it 
would be evidence that the prisoner knew the money 
uttered to be bad. Suppose a man utters one bad shil- 
ling and fifty more are found upon him, if that be stated 
in the indictment, it will make him a ccmunon utterer ; 
but if it be not alleged, still it may be given in evidence 
to prove knowledge. 

The 
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1804. The evidence having been accordingly received^ the 

prisoners were both found guilty. 



/iii^5tb. The King v. John Palmeb and Sarah Hudson. 

If A . deiirer to B. *^ | ^HE prisoners Were indicted for feloniously disposing 
tolKi^ff bjThI ^ ^^ a°^ putting away a forged Bank note for 21. 
utter, thif if a " dis- knowing the same to be forged ; and also for feloniously 
Sw'^?!? wX? «**®"^' ^^^ pubHshing as true a foiged promissory 
the 15 Cho, 2. c. IS. notc for 2/. knowiug the same to be forged. 
t. II. (e) ^^ ^Y^^ ^^ ^^ ^Q Qi^ Bailey at the February sessions, 

before Le Blanc J. it appeared that the prisoner Palmar 
had been in the habit of putting oiF forged Bank notes, 
and had employed the prisoner Hudson in putting them 
off; that on the21st Joittiaiy the prisoner Pa£ii«r being 
at the Rose public-Iiouse in the Old Bailey, sent out the 
prisoner Hudson with the forged note stated in the indict- 
menty for the purpose of passing it ; that Hudson ac- 
cordingly went to the shop of one John Shaw in Neu^ate^ 
Street, and there purchased two muslin handkerchiefs, 
amounting to 6s. in payment, for which she tendered the 
note in question ; that the note being suspected was 
stopped, and upon examination appeared to be forged. 
That the two prisoners upon the evening of the same 
day, went to the shop otJohn Shaw, when Palmer said, 
" This woman has been here to-day, and offered a two 
pound note, which you have stopped : it is my note, and 
I must have either the note or the change." After the 
learned Judge had summed up the evidence, it was ob- 
jected by the counsel for the prisoners that the evidence 
related to two distinct separate offences, and not to one 
joint offence, upon which the learned Judge said, that 

(a) And see Hex ▼. HoUm, 2 Taont. 9S4. 

the 
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the jury were to consider whether the woman was guilty 
of uttering the note at the shop, or the man of dispos« 
ing of it to her, but that they could not convict both ; 
that the man could not be convicted unless the jury 
were satisfied that he gave the very note stated in the 
indictment to the woman for a fraudulent purpose, 
knowing it to be a .bad one ; nor the woman, unless 
they were satisfied that she put the note away, knowing 
it to be forged; and that they must consider which 
they would convict, if either appeared to be guilty. 
The jury acquitted Hudson, and found Palmer guilty ; 
but judgment was respited, that the opinion of the 
Judges might be taken. Whether the evidence given 
would support the conviction of Palmer 1 

The opinion of the Judges was on this day declared 
to the prisoner at the Old Bailey by 
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RooKE J. who (after stating the case) proceeded thus. 
In. this case two questions have been proposed for the 
consideration of the Judges ; one was. Whether the evi- 
dence supported the conviction upon the count, for ut- 
tering and publishing the note as true, knowing it to be 
forged ; and the other was. Whether the evidence sup- 
ported the conviction upon the second count, for dis- 
posing of and putting away ? As to the first of these, it 
seemed to be the general opinion of the Judges, that if 
the woman Sarah Hudson had been innocent, and had 
not known the note to be forged, you would have been 
rightly convicted upon the first count, for uttering and 
publishing the note as true, knowing it to be forged, 
according to the doctrine . laid down by Mr. Justice 
Faster, in his third Discourse, c. 1. s.3. that where an 
innocent person is employed for a criminal purpose, 
the employer must be answerable. But Mr. Justice 
Le Blanc stated to us, that it appeared at the trial that 
Sarah Hudson knew the note to be a forged one. 
Upon that being reported, the Judges have formed no 

Vol. I. N.S. H opinion 
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opinion upon the evidence as applying to the count 
for uttering and publishing the note as true^ knowing 
it to be forged, thinking it su£Scient to consider the 
case upon the other count, the question with respect to 
which is, Whetha: the facts here stated amount to a 
disposing of or a putting away within the meaning of 
the 16 Geo. 2. c. 13. «. 11. ? Upon this point there has 
been a difference of opinion among the Judges ; some 
have held that this is not an offence within the statute, 
because till she had uttered the note it ought to be con- 
sidered as in your possession ; and when she did utter 
it, you was only an accessary before the fact, and 
should have been so indicted ; but the majority of the 
Judges, of whom I am one, are of opinion that the con- 
riction is right. As to the constructive possession, it 
is by fiction of law only that when the actual posses- 
sion is in one person, the constructive possession shall 
be considered in another, and these fictions are adopted 
for the sake of promoting justice ; but they ought not 
to be adopted when they tend to defeat, this purpose. 
In this case, you delivered the note to Sarah Hudson 
for a fraudulent purpose ; you could not have recovered 
it back by any action at law; it was out of your legal 
power ; and when it was actually utteved by her, she 
had effected the purpose for which it was delivered 
to heff, and the note was disposed of and put away. 
The question them is. What offence did the Legisisb- 
ture intend to prevent, by the 11th section of 16 Gto.2. 
c. 13. ? If their intention is clear, the consideration 
of a constructive possession in you does not appear 
of sufficient weight to restrain the ordinary construe- 
ticfn of the words of the statute. The words of the sta- 
tute are, *' if any person shall offer, or dispose of, or 
put away, any forged, counterfeited, or altered note/' 
Now uttering was a capital offence by a former statute, 
and as delivering an instrument to another is a step 
towards uttering, it seems most consonant to the inten- 
tion 
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tion of the Legislature to hold that a delivery to 1804. 

another, with a fraudulent purpose, is an offence T^JtTKiHo 
within the words ''dispose of or put away." For these ^ », 

reasons the majority of the Judges (and indeed a very 
considerable majority) are of opinion that the convic- 
tion is right upon the count for disposing of and put- 
ting away. 

Sentence of death was accordingly pronounced. 
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Owen qui tarn v. Barrow.. ^^^^ ^^^^ 

THIS was an action to recover penalties on the Sta- !„ ^ Mtioo on tbe 
tute of Usury. At ihe trial before Sir James "^tote for umutj in 
Monoid Ch. J. at the Guildhatt sittings after last ^^, ^^^ ^^^ ^J^ 
Trinity tenn, it appeared that the usury was commit- B. demanded pej- 
ted by the Defendant, by deducting more than legal »«»*o^*>«^«««»ptor. 

J 'J D o^ and oommenoed an 

interest upon discounting a bill of exchange ; but in action againat him, 
order to affect him with the actual receipt of the amount "^ •^•rwarda re- 

lit 1 1 ceired the amfiunt of 

of the bill, it was proved that a demand was made upon the bui and the coat i 
the acceptor by a person of the name of Brown, and of thoae proceedings 
proceedings instituted by him to compel payment; in MdgaTeTreoeipti* 
consequence whereof a person on behalf of the accep- •ttomej for the pre- 
tor paid to Broum the amount of the bill and the costs ^yj^^t farther oTi-* 
of the suit on his producing the bill, for which Brawn deuce of b, being th . 

agent of the Pefend. 
ant, and wilhont the prodnction of the proceedings againat the acceptor, was hdd good prima far* ) 
evIdiBMe to be left to a jnrj, of the Defendant h«ving reeeived the luorioas interest* 

H 3 gave 
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gave a receipt as attorney for Barrow the present De- 
fendant. It was objected for the Defendant, that there 
was no evidence to shew that Brown was in fact the 
attorney for the Defendant, nor were a!^y of the pro- 
ceedings produced under which the acceptor had been 
compelled to pay the amount of the bill and the costs : 
and it was insisted that the Defendant ought not to be 
made liable to the penalties upon such evidence. His 
Lordship however thought that as Brown had the bill in 
his possession, and no account was given how it came 
there, it must be presumed that he had it from the De- 
fendiemt, and acted as his attorney ; and accordingly hb 
Lordship left that matter to the jury, who found a verdict 
for the Plaintiff. 

A rule nisi for a new trial having been obtained upon 
a former day. 



Williams Serjt. now shewed cause, and contended, 
that whether Brown was or wa^ not the attorney of the 
Defendant was a fact to be collected from his conduct 
and the circumstances of the case, and that the question 
was properly left to the jury. 

Best Serjt. contri, urged Uiat no evidence had been 
adduced to shew that the amount of the bill ever came 
to the hands of the Defendant, or that Bromm, who re- 
' eeived the money, was his agent; that the proceedings 
in the cause not having been produced, it did not appear 
that Brown was attorney in that cause, and if not, the 
case only amounted to this, that Brown had taken upon 
himself to give a receipt as attorney for the Defendant 
when he was not so. 



Sir James MANSFiELnCh.J. I retain the same opi- 
nion which I held at the trial ; and still think there wa» 
sufficient evidence to be left to the jury. If Brown was 
not the attorney of the Defendant, how came the accep- 
tor's 
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tor*8. agent to find him out as such, and how came 1804. 

Braum to have the bill in his hands ? We all know that ^ ^f^*^ 

UWEN qai tam 

the production of a bill of exchange is in general suffi- «. 

cient to warrant payment of the amount to the party Barrow. 
who produces it. 

RooKE J. (a) I am of the same opinion. The case 
appears to me to have been properly left to the jury, 
the question being not whether frotrnwas the attorney 
of the Defendant, but whether he was his agent? If 
the question had been whether he was his attorney, 
the case might have been otherwise. In questions of 
bribery, we all know that the agents are seldom proved 
to have been regularly constituted. Brown was in 
possession of the bill, and there was no evidence to 
rebut the presumption arising from that possession. 

Chambre J. I am of the same opinion. I should 
be sorry to have it laid down as a general rule that agency 
must be proved by the agent himself. The only question 
in this case is, whether there was noiprimafacie evidence 
to go to a jury, of Brown being the agent of the Defend- 
ant? Brown was in possession of the bill; and that of 
itself accredited him as the agent of the Defendant. 
Indeed if we were to presume otherwise, we must pre- 
sume Brown to have been guilty of a felony : for he 
must have acted as the agent of Barrow, or have given 
a valuable consideration for it, or have come by the bill 
improperly. I think that there was not only prima fade 
evidence to be left to a juiy, but very strong evidence 
to support the verdict. 

Rule discharged. 



(«} Mr. Juntice Heath wts abtcDt from indUposition. 

H4 
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Atty and Another v. Pabish and Another, Executors 
ififi. 2iiu of R. Chabnock. 

If. oratnet of rpiHIS was an action of debt for the carriage of divers 

freight uid demnr- I • • j 

rage be eotered into -^ goods^ wares, and merchandizes, canned and con- 
bj deed, the Plaintiff yeved in divcrs ships and vessels from and to divers 

oemiot declare in debt i» • i -i • 

genenUj tod give places, and for the use and hire of divers other ships 
thedeedineTidence; and vessels from and to divers places, and for demur- 
iipon"le deed. (oT "^® before that time due and of right payable by the 

defendant's testator for his detention of divers other 
ships and vessels employed by him. There were other 
counts in debt for money had and received, money 
paid, and on an account stated. The Defendants 
pleaded nil debeni. 

At the trial of this cause before Sir James Mansfield 
Ch. J. at the Guildhall sittings afler last Trinity term, 
the Plaintiffs, after proving the carriage of the goods of 
the Defendant's testator and the detention of the Plain- 
tiff's ship, gave in evidence a charter-party entered into 
between themselves and the Defendant's testator, to as- 
certain the amount agreed upon for freight and demur- 
rage. Upon this it was objected that the Plaintiffs 
must be nonsuited, not having declared upon the char- 
ter-party. His Lordship permitted a verdict to be 
given for the Plaintiffs with liberty to the Defendants 
to move that a nonsuit should be entered. 

Accordingly, a rule nisi for that purpose having been 
obtained. 

Shepherd and Bayley Serjts. now shewed cause. The 
Plaintiffs were well warranted in their mode of declaring; 
and the evidence offered in support of the declaration 
was properly received. Wherever the statement of a 

(a) Vide Evans ▼. Bennett, I Campb. 300. 

contract 
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contract between parties appears upon the face of a de- 
claration to be such that the Plaintiffs might equally 
recover, whether the contract be by deed or not, though 
the contract in point of fact be by deed/ it is not neces- 
sary for the Plaintiff to declare upon the deed. If in- 
deed the contract be such, that unless it be entered into 
by deed the Plaintiff cannot recover, then he must de- 
clare upon the deed. If, in an action for goods sold 
and delivered, or for wages, it should appear that the 
price of the goods, or the quantum of the wages was 
settled by deed, it would be no ground of nonsuit that 
the Plaintiff had not declared upon the deed ; for the 
debt would arise upon the meritorious consideration of 
the delivery of the goods, or the labour performed, and 
not upon the deed, since the deed itself, though it 
might be material to establish the quantum of price, 
would be immaterial to the ground of action. Thus, in 
debt for rent, the declaration alleges the debt as arising- 
from the occupation of the premises, and the indenture 
of demise is mere matter of evidence. Kemp v. Goodall, 
1 Salk. 277. Warren v. Qmsett, 8 Mod. 107. If the 
deed be only inducement to the action, it need not be 
shewn to the Court. Com, D^. tit. Pleader, O. 16. In 
Hardres, 332, it is said in argument, that where an action 
of debt is grounded upon a matter tn pens only, as upon 
prescription, or upon a deed that is not requisite to 
maintain the action, as for rent reserved upon a lease by 
deed, ml debet is a good plea. The reason why in debt 
for rent it is not necessary to declare upon the deed is, 
that the debt does not arise from the deed but from the 
occupation. So here the debt arises from the use and 
occupation of the ships,, not from the charter-paiiy. 
The only difference between the two cases is, that one 
respects land, and the other a personal chattel. It is 
true that in the case of a bond the declaration must 
state the bond, the reason of which is, that there is no 
foundation for the obligation except *the solemnity of 

the 
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the instroment entered into between tbe parties ; and 
it matteiB not, provided the bond be proved, whether 
any conaideration for the deed appear. Then in truth 
the existence of the bond is the gist of the action. In 
considering this case, some attention must be paid to 
the distinction between actions o{ asmanpsii BJxd actions 
of debt. In the former, an agreement must be declared 
upon, because no implied promise can be raised where 
an express promise has been reduced into writing by the 
part jes : but in an action of debt, no promise is neces- 
sary to support the action, inasmuch as the action is 
founded upon that obligation which arises by law out 
of the circumstances of the case. The issue on this 
record is, whether the Plaintiff's testator was indebted 
or not? Now suppose a special verdict, in which the 
jury were to find that the Defendant was indebted, but 
that he was indebted by deed, and the Plaintiff had 
not declared upon a deed, would he not be entitled to 
recover? [Chambrei. The declaration here imports 
nothing more than a parol agreement ; and the issue is, 
whether the Defendant be indebted mode etformaJ] 



Best Serjt. cmtrct. The plain rule has always been, 
that where a deed is the foundation of the action, that 
deed must be stated upon the record, in order that the 
Court may judge of its contents, and ascertain whether 
its provisions be legal or illegal. The true question in 
this case is not, whether the Defendant be indebted to 
the Plaintiff, but ;«7hether he be indebted in the manner 
in which the Plaintiff alleges. If there be any contract 
between these parties, it is a contract by deed ; and 
wherever there is any such express contract the Plain- 
tiff is precluded from setting up any other contract. 
In Tkurshf and HoUy. Plant, 1 Sid. 401, it is said, that 
a lessor cannot maintain debt for rent against the origi- 
nal lessee after assignment, but only covenant ; which 
shews that the action of debt for rent is not founded 

upon 
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upon the contract. When an action is founded on a 
deed, the deed muat be shewn to the Court. Com. D^* 
tit. Pleader, 0. 3. Now the action in t^ case is founded 
on a charter-party, and in such actions it has hitherto 
been the uniyersal practice to declare upon the charter* 
party. The case of debt for rent is an excepted case. 

The Court took time to consider the matter until the 
next day> when their opinion was delivered by 
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Atty 
•nd Another 

PARIStt 

■ad Another, 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. In this action of debt 
the Plaintiffs, have declared that the Defendant was in- 
debted to them in a certain sum of money, without spe- 
cifying any particular time at which it was to be paid, 
for the carriage of divers goods conveyed in divers ships 
from and to divers places, for the use and hire of divers 
other ships from and to divers places, and for the de- 
murrage of divers other ships employed by the Defend- 
ant's testator. This declaration therefore is as general 
in its form as can possibly be conceived, nor are any of 
the peculiar circumstances even hinted at. The de- 
claration would lead us to suppose that the Defendant s 
testator had entered into a contract, respecting Uie sub- 
jects on which he is now charged, in the most general 
way in which such contracts can be entered into; 
(though with respect to demurrage, I take it to be per- 
fectly clear that there is no particular custom of t]:ade 
\i^hich fixes the rate of payment, but that it is always 
regtlated by express stipulation ;) and that the money 
having become due, the amount was to be ascertained 
by the law. To support this declaration at the trial, a 
contract of charter-party under seal was produced^ 
which contract was extremely long, and very particu- 
lar in the provisions which it contained. The Defend- 
ant's testator appears to have endeavoured to secure 
himself by very special covenants from any misconduct 
on the purt of the master, and to have stipulated that 

no 
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no freight should be paid for the outward voyage, but 
that when the ship should have performed her home- 
ward voyage, and all the covenants contained in that 
charter-party, that then she should hav^ earned her 
freight. These covenants therefore amount in fact to 
conditions precedent. The charter-party contains other 
covenants for the payment of such demurrage as is there- 
in mentioned, and freight for and upon every ton of goods 
that should be brought intp the port of London^ to be 
paid in the manner set forth in the charter-party and 
not otherwise. The covenants therefore in this charter- 
party are as special as can be imagined. Such then 
being the agreement between the parties, what is the 
foundation of the contract upon which the present ac- 
tion is brought? Unquestionably the deed of charter* 
party is that which comprehends every thing by which 
the Defendant's testator was bound. Are we then to 
say that all the precedents in pleading are now for the 
first time to be overturned, and the Defendant to be de- 
prived of the advantage of having a profert made of that 
deed which is the foundation of the action in which he 
is sued ? Having stated the declaration and the deed, 
I do not know in what manner I can n^re strongly 
argue against the foim of the declaration. If it be ad- 
mitted, as it must be, that wherever the action is found- 
ed on a deed, the deed must be declared upon, I would 
ask, is not the action in this case founded oh the char- 
ter-party ? A course of argument has been adopted, 
which either I do not understand, or do not feel the ap- 
plication of. It has been said, that where a party may 
recover in an action, whether such action he founded 
on a deed or not, the party may recover without declar- 
ing on the deed, though the contract be reduced into a' 
deed : and in support of this, it has been contended that 
if goods be sold or wages earned, and the price of the 
goods or the amount of the wages be ascertained by deed, 
yet inasmuch as goods may be sold and wages earned 

without 
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without the intervention of a deed, the person who sues 
for money due to him on account of such sale or eam- 
ing8» may recover without declaring on the deed. But 
no case has been cited to maintain that argument, and 
it seems to me absurd to contend that the action is not 
founded on a deed, because if there had been no deed the 
abtion might have beeawell maintained without it. The 
only case excepted from the general rule is that of debt 
for rent, in which the deed need not be declared upon. 
That excepfion however seems to have proceeded on the 
ground that by the demise an interest has passed in the 
land« In the case cited from Hardres, though it is 9aid 
that in debt for rent reserved upon a lease by deed nil 
dAet is a good plea, yet it is added that in debt upon a 
grant of an annuity not issuing out of land, such a plea 
would not be good : and the same distinction is made in 
Warren v. Ckmseit. Since therefore all the books speak 
of the case of debt for rent as an exception, it is strong 
evidence to shew that in all other cases a deed must be 
declared upon. This action is foimded upon a charter^ 
party, a form of instrument upon which many actions 
are tried every year ; nevertheless the mode of declaring 
here adopted has never been heard of in Westfmnster" 
hall till now. I have perhaps said more than was ne- 
cessary upon so plain a case, and I have now only to 
add, that we are all of opinion that a nonsuit must be 
entered. 



1804. 




Per Curiam f 



Rule absolute. 
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Henshaw and Another v. Rutley and Another. 



Th« Ck>iirt wm Dot A Rule nisi for changing the venue from London to 
duchar^ « ro^e for jfX Kent having been obtained upon an affidavit that 

ehugiiig the reniie _ ^t - • «. • «- i • 

from ui. to n. npoD an ^^ causc of actiou, if any, arose in Kent and not in 

sffidftTlt, shewing that l^fidon, 
the oAoae of lotion 
arote partlj in A, 

and pardj in n., and Boifley Serjt. Bhewed cause upon an affidavit, which 

!Sf i.*^;S:rs:: ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^«^^ *« ^<^^ linages 

Plaintiff mut under- for an injury done to his horse and chaise by the^ De- 
take to gire material fendanf s waggon, and for the expences of mediciises 

and attendance upon the horse : that the place vHiere 
the injury happened was in Kent; that the horse was 
afterwards brought to London, where all the medicines 
were furnished and the attendances bestowed ; and that 
all Ihe witnesses resided in London. He urged that 
this affidavit afforded a sufficient answer to the Defend- 
ant's application, as it shewed that the whole cause of 
action did not arise in Kent ; and he cited CoUim v. 
JacxJfs, 3 Bos. S^ PuU. 679. 

But the Court said, that the Phiintifis must undertake 
to give material evidence in London: and that dns case 
was very different from that of Collins r. Jacobs, where 
the cause of action appeared to have wholly arisen in a 
county different both from that in which the venue 
was laid, and that to which the Defendants applied to 
remove it. 

Rule discharged on an undertaking to give 
' material evidence in London. 

Shepherd Serjt. for the rule. 

(a) And see JftaU r. Ntvtf/, and Saoory t. Spooner, 6 Tannt. 665. Parker 
T. Eastwood, 8 Taunt 065. Bewdeu ▼• GUu9oh, S Price, S59. Emery r. 
Emerff, Price, SS6. 
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Parsons 19. Salomon. Nw^2uu 

THIS was an application to the Court to discharge Payment or the 
the Defendant out.of the custody of the warden of ^!^,^^ i^^*the* 
the Fleet, where he was in prison under a writ of exe^ Lords' Aot to the 
cution at the suit of the Plaintiff, on the ground of an ^"^r!!!' *^" ^^ 

^ door of the pnioo* is 

omission, on the part of the latter to pay the yfetkly e snffioient psjment 
allowance under the Lords^ Act, *» ^^ prisoDenfithio 

the meaning of the 

On the part of the Plsdntiff, a young man, who had ^of 
been in the habit of- paying the sixpences every Jfon- 
ii^, swore tliat on Monday the 10th of September (the 
day on which the omission was charged), he went to the 
door of the prison and there paid the money to the per- 
son who unlocked the door, but with whose person he 
was not acquainted. In this account he was confirmed 
by another man who accompanied him, who swoife that 
he saw the money paid to a person within the door, but 
he could not say whether it was the person who un^ 
locked tiie door. 

On the part of the Defendant, three persons swore' 
that they were the only turnkeys employed on the 10th 
of September ; that they never went off duty or deli- 
vered the key into the bands of any otiier person than 
one or other of themselves during the whole of that day ; 
and that no money was received by either of them on 
the Plaintiff's account. 

BagUy Serjt. finr the Plaintiff^ insisted that if the 
ac9count of the young man who paid the money wa» 
beUeved, payment to the person who opened the door 
must be considered to be a payment to the turnkey, 
which had alwaya been deemed a sufficient eomptiaace 
with the act of pariiament. 

Best Serjt. for the Defendant, urged that though a pay- 
ment 




112 CASES IN MICHAELMAS TERM 

1804. ment to the turnkey might be deemed a sufficient com- 

pliance with the act, yet that a payment to his deputy 
was not to be so considered, the turnkey himself being 
the only person authorised by the warden of the Fled. 

Sir Jambs Mansfield Ch. J. The probability is, that 
one of the turnkeys, being absent for a short time, deli- 
vered the key into the hands of some other person, who 
thereby became the turnkey to all the world, and that the 
money was paid into the hands of that person. It is 
more likely that the turnkey should have forgotten this 
circumstance, than that the young man (who is confirm- 
ed as to the payment) should be perjured. If then the 
money was paid to the person who opened the door, that 
person was the turnkey qux>ad the Plaintiff. To decide 
otherwise would open a door to perpetual frauds. 

Heath J. The evidence of the fact of pajrment ap- 
pears to me satisfactory, and the only question is, whether 

■ 

that payment were made to the proper person. Now 
the turnkeys may be changed from day to day. The 
opening the door, therefore, and receiving the money, 
must be considered as sufficient. 

Ro o K B J. I think the weight of evidence against the 
application. 

Ch AMBBE J. The act of parliament requires pa3rment 
to the debtor; but the Courts in construing the act have 
considered payment to the turnkey as payment' to the 
debtor. Then who is the turnkey ? The turnkey may 
be changed every day ; and how is the agent of the cre- 
ditor to know to whom he is to pay the money? It seems 
to me that whoever is intrusted with the care of the door 
is, with respect to creditors, the turnkey. As to the fieu^t 
of payment, I think the weight of evidence against the 
application. But it lies on the debtor to make out the 

omission. 
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omission, and if the Court are in doubt to which side to 1 804. 

give credit they must leave matters as they find them. 
In this case however we need not trust to that principle, 
for the weight of evidence is in favour of the creditor. Salomon. 

Rule discharged. 



Parsons 



Samuel Butcher v. Edward Augustus 

Butcher. Nw.2iBU 

THIS was an issue directed hy the Court of Chancery A. the mother of 
to try whether any sum of money was due on a ?' ^»y"» ^^^e'^d 

, , uito a bond, on his 

bond of indemnity given by the Defendant to his mother behalf for looo/. s. 
Elizabeth Butcher deceased, in the penal sum of 2000/. «««»*«i "» "dem- 

nity bond, of the 

bearing date the 26th of April 1800. .ame date, via. 26th 

At the trial before Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. at the April leoo, in the 
Guildhall sittings after last Trinity term, the following ^<^^^^ f^^ ^j,^"' 
facts appeared in evidence. The bond in question was ment of loooz. three 
ECiven by the Defendant to indemnify his mother ascainst ™**"*°* *^l Her de- 

o J J ^ cease ; on the 9th 

another bond of the same date given by her on his be- February \s^\, a. 
half, and was, in the penal sum of 2000/., conditioned "f^** ' °*^**" ^ •»•' 

wiU, by which she 

for the payment of 1000/. within three months after her relinquished two 

decease. debts due from him. 

On the 9th of February 1801, Elizabeth Butcher made ^^ ^^^^ ^^ desired 
a codicil to her will, in which, after giving the Defend- him to be punctual in 
ant 2000/. 3 per cent, consols, instead of 200/. like ^de^nifjing her 

, , f^ . estate agaust the 

Annuities, which she had given him by her will, she re- looof. bond of the 
cites that she had by her will noticed two certain debts ^^ ofAprU; three 

days after the exeon- 

of 1000/. and 600/. due from the Defendant, and had uon of this codicil,^, 
relinquished the debt of 600/., and given to the Defend- executed a release to 

B,, in which, after 
mentioning a sum of 
5001., for which she had his bond, and two sums of 4801. and 300/. due to her from jB. for which she 
had reoeipta, expressed that she had agreed to release J9. from those sums, " and of and from all 
or anj other sum or sums of money, claims, and demands, thereby secured or intended to be secured, 
and all other sum or sums of money, claim, and demand whatsoever ;" and released him accordingly 
from those sums >aod all claims on account of those sums, " or for or on account of any other matter, 
oavse, or thing whatsooTer." Held, 1st, that this release did not extend to the indemnity bond, 
and, 2d]y, that do extrinsic evidence could be admitted to explain the intentions of A, as to the 
release. 

Vol. I. N.S. I ant 
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1804. ant two years after her decease to pay the debt of lOOOt, 

» and then proceeds to relinquish not only the debt of 
600/., but also the debt of 1000/., and ahK) all interest 
thereon ; but she thereby '' desired and directed her 
said son E. A* Butcher would punctually perform the 
condition of the bond entered into by him to her for in- 
demnifying her estate and effects against the sum of 
lOOO/. within three months after her death, for which 
she had executed a bond of like date to her son the 
said E. A. Butcher, without any pecuniary considera- 
tion, but entirely from the love and affection she bore 
him, and for his accommodation." Three days after 
the execution of this codicil, viz. on the 12th of Fdnn" 
wry 1801, Etizabeth Butcher executed a release to the 
Defendant, which, after reciting a bond from the De- 
fendant to one S. M. for 500/., and that the money there- 
by secured was lent by her to her son, and that she had 
lent two other sums of 480/. and 300/. to her said son for 
which he had given receipts, and that she had agreed to 
release the Defendant from the said bond for 500/. and 
the money thereby secured, and also from the payment 
of the several sums of 460/. and 300/. and all sums of 
money secured thereby, " and of and from all or any 
other sum or sums of money, claims and demands 
thereby secured or intended so to be, and all other sum 
and sums of money, claim and demands whatsoever,* 
witnesses that the said Elizabeth Butcher had released 
the said sums of 500/., 480/., and 300/., and the interest 
thereof, and the said bonds and other securities given 
for the same, and also all actions, &c. debts, accounts, 
and reckonings, 8cc. against the Defendant, which the 
said EUzabeth Butcher then had, or might at any time 
thereafter have, on account of the said several sums of 
money having been so advanced and lent, and the said 
bonds and receipts having been so respectively given, 
or on account of any other sum or sums of money lent 
and advanced by her to the Defendant, " or for or on ac- 
count 




Butcher 
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coant of any other matter, cause, or thing whatsoever 
from the beginning of the world to4he day of the date 
of these presents/' The Defendant's counsel then offered v. 

to prove that the above release was handed to the De- bwtcher. 
fendant by the solicitors of Elizabeth Buicher, but that 
EUxabeth Butcher having shortly afterwards expressed 
her apprehension that as she had thereby made her son 
independent of her he would return to India, where he 
had formerly been an officer, he returned the i*elease 
and the bonds therein mentioned to her, saying he 
should be quite as well satisfied with their being in her 
custody as in his own ; after which, Elizabeth Butcher 
herself inclosed and sealed up the release and bond for 
600/. and die other securities mentioned in such release, 
together with the bond of indemnity, and in her own 
hand wrote thereon '' Mr. Edward Augustus Butcher, 
to the care of M. Mackay Esquire ;" and that after the 
death of Elizabeth Butcher, Mr. Mackay, who was one 
of her executors, delivered over the packet containing 
the bond of indemnity, ias well as 'the other securities, 
to the Defendant. His Lordship refused to admit this 
evidence, and at the same time expressed an opinion 
that the evidence itself, so far from evincing an inten- 
tion in the* mind of Elizabeth Butcher to relinquish the 
bond of indemnity, had a contrary tendency ; , where- 
upon a verdict was found for the Plaintiff. 

On a former day, a rule was obtained calling on the 
Plaintiff to shew cause why a verdict should not be en- 
tered for the Defendant, or a new trial be had, as well 
on the ground of the words of the release being suffi- 
ciently extensive to cover the bond of indemnity, as of 
the admissibility of the evidence offered to shew the 
intention of Elizabeth Buicher ; and it was then said that 
the case of Thorpe v. Uiorpe, 1 Lord Rcym. 235., where 
it was laid down that general words in a release are to 
be restrained by a particular recital, did not apply to' 

1 2 this 
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this case» since the release in question recited an agree- 
ment to release all elaims and demands whatsoever. 

The matter was to have been discussed upon this day, 
but The Court having intimated a strong opinion that 
no evidence could be admitted to explain the release, 
since the doubt, if any, was iunb^uitas patem, and that 
the release itself did not extend to the indenmity bond, 
and having also observed that the inference from the 
circumstance offered in evidence was as much against 
as in fieivour of the Defendant. 



Shepherd and Best Serjts. declined arguing the case. 

Lens and Bayley Serjts. for the Defendant. 

Rule discharged. 



Nov. S4Ui. 

A* hj will gare to 
bit wife an auniity 
or200I. for her life, 
in addition to her 
jointore, (whidh was 
aeoored apon an 
esUto io the ITeif 
/iMfiw), and 60001. to 
bit two joonger obii- 
dren, to be paid at 
21, and appointed B,, 
C. and D. as tmatees 
of ittberitanoe for the 
exeoation thereof. 
Held that no intereit 
paaaed to B., C. and 
H. IB the testator's 
veal estates, (a) 






Trent and Others v. Hanning and Others. 

THE following c^e was sent by the Master of the 
Rolls for the opinion of the Judges of this Court. 
Johi Trent, being seised in fee of certain plantations 
and premises in the island of Barbadoes, in contempla- 
tion of a maniage between him and Elizabeth Phipps^ 
which soon afterwards took effect by indentures of lease 
and release, bearing date the 29th and 30th days of Oc- 
tober 1792, bargained, sold, aliened, released and con- 
firmed the said plantation and premises to Samuel Esttoick, 
to hold to the said Samuel Estwick, his heirs, and assigns, 
to the use of the said John Trent till the marriage, re- 
mainder to the use of the said John Trent and his assigns 
for life, without impeachment of waste, with remainder 
in trust, to secure an annuity of 500/. a-year for her life 
to the said Elizabeth Phipps in lieu of dower, with re- 

(a) S. C. eoiifrd. 7 East. 07. And see Jlos d. HOiag r. Vtwd, S MIK. 
214. 220. 

mainder 
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mainder to trustees for 200 years for better securing the 
payment of the said annuity, widi remainder to the said 
John Trent in fee. The said John Trent, on the 6th day 
of August 1796, made his last will and testament in 
writing (duly executed and attested so as to pass real 
estates), in the words following (that is to say) : ** I, 
John Trent, do hereby give unto my wife 200/. per annum 
daring her natural life, in addition to her jointure, my 
just debts being previously paid ; and I do give unto 
my two younger children 6000/. each, to be paid when 
they severally come to the age of 21 years ; and I do 
appoint John Hanmng, WUliam Hanning, and Constant 
tine PJdpps as trustees of inheritance for the execution 
thereof.'' The said John Trent afterwards died, wiliiout 
revoking or altering his said will, leaving his widow, 
the two younger children mentioned in his will, and a 
child bom afterwards, to whom he gave 6000/. by a 
codicil, him surviving. The said ConsttuUine Phipps sur- 
vived the said John Trent, but is since dead. The ques- 
tion for the opinion of the Court was. Whether the said 
John Hanning, WilUam Hanmng^ and Constantine Phipps 
took any and what estate or interest in the real estates 
of the said John Trent, under and by virtue of the will 
of the said J(Jm Trent, or whether they had, by virtue 
of such will, a power to make any conveyance or ap- 
pointment of any and what estate or interest of or in 
such real estates ; and if they had. Whether such power 
survived to the said John Hanning and WiUiam Hanning ? 



1804. 

Trent 
and Othen 

V. 

Hanning 
•odOtben. 



Bayley Serjt. for the Plaintiffs. The question is. 
Whether the testator, by appointing trustees of inhe- 
ritance, has not thereby given to them the inheritance 
in his real estates ? It is a general rule, in construing 
wills, that effect is to be given to every word of the 
will, provided the intention of the testator can be col- 
lected. The will having been attested by three wit- 
nesses is calculated to pass real estates, and as the 

1 3 testator 
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testator has appointed certain persons trustees of inhe- 
ritance, he must have intended to pass something which 
which is the subject of inheritance. Had he given to 
them his inheritance by express words* for the purpose 
of carrying the dispositions of his will into effect, there 
can be no doubt that all his hereditaments would have 
passed. Personality, not being the subject of inheri- 
tance* cannot be the object of this clause : unless there- 
fore the testator be considered as having given his real 
estate, his intention will be completely frustrated. 



Best S^t. for the Defendants. The heir at law is not 
to be disinherited, unless the words of the will shew a 
manifest intention to exclude him. But there is nothing 
on th» face of this will to shew such an intention. It 
is said that the word '' inheritance'' necessarily points to 
the real estates. But from this will the testator does 
not appear to be much acquainted with technical terms; 
it is therefore very possible that he may have supposed 
personality to be the subject of inheritance. Be that as 
it may, he has not used any expression which imports 
any gift of the reality ; and, without such expression, 
the heir at law is not to be deprived of his estate. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. In the construction 
of devises, much is often said about necessary implica- 
tion, an expression which is taken from a case in 
Vaughan (a,) which certainly proceeded upon impUcsr 
tion ; but the doctrine of implication is perpetually 
resorted to where nothing is to be implied, and where 
•the courts have merely to put a construction upon par- 
ticular words. Here the whole question turns upon the 
meaning of the words ** trustees of inheritance ;" and 
it seems to me impossible so to construe them as to 
give to the trustees an estate in fee in the testator's real 



(a) GardMr v. ShMon, Vtwgk, 259. 



estates 
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estates. The only circumstanee which points at the 
real estate is, that he giTes to his wife 200/. per anmun 
in addition to her jointure. Now jointure i& generally 
supposed to apply to real estate ; and he might possi- 
bly have had the estate in contemplation on which the 
jointure was secured, subject to which he had the inhe- 
ritance in fee. When, therefore, he appoints these per- 
sons trustees of inheritance, he might intend to give 
them the inheritance in the real estate ; but I believe 
there never has been a case in which such words as 
those here used have been deemed sufficient for that 
purpose. If, on the other part of the will, it should be 
thought that 6000/. is charged upon the real estate, a 
court of equity may direct the heir at law to pay it ; 
but that is not a subject of consideration here. I now 
understand that the testator had an estate in Somerset- 
shire, as well as in the Wesi Indies: and this increases 
the di£5cul1y; for we cannot so construe the words 
" trustees of inheritance'' as to give an estate in fee to the 
trustees, without extending them to all the real estate : 
and yet if the testator meant to give an estate in fee by 
those words, he probably only meant to give the rever- 
sion in his settled estate. 



1804- 

Themt 
ud Otben 

Hanning 
■ndOtlwn. 



Heath J. In construing this will, the Court cannot 
proceed upon conjecture. If we could, I should be in- 
clined to agree in the construction suggested by the 
counsel for the Defendants. * 

RooKE J. I am of the same opinion. 



' Chambre J. So ignorant as this testator appears 
to have been, we may suppose he might possibly have 
meant merely that these persons should be trustees of 
the legacies when raised. He might perhaps wish that 
the legacies should go to them and their heirs in trust, 
not knowing that the money could not go to their heirs; 

14 he 
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he has therefore improperly described them as trustees 
of inheritance. Bat the expressions are much too un- 
certain for the Comt to proceed upon. 

The following certificate was sent to the Court of 
Chancery. 

This case has been argued before us by counsel, and 
we are of opinion that the said John Harming, William 
Manning, and Canstantvie Phipps did not take any 
estate or interest in the real estates of the said John 
Trent; and that the said John Hanmng, WilHam 
Hanmng, and Constantine Phipps had not, by virtue 
of such will, a power to make any convey i^ice or 
appointment of any estate or interest of or in such 
real estates. 

J. Mansfield. 
J. Heath. 

G. Rot>KE. 

A. Chambre. 



\ . 
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Barnabd, one. Sec. v. Bebgeb. Nov^uih. 

THIS was a rule to shew cause why a fonner rule, ifthe»ffidaTit,iipoB 
for an attachment stains t the sheriff of London, JJ^taohmrat b«°fomid^ 
should not be discharged. The attachment in fact had ed, mereij ttete that 
never issued, as bail were put in upon the very day on *'>«<>ffi««r^tJ»«»^«riff 
which the attachment was moved for ; and the object copy of the rale to 
of this application was to get rid of the costs of the ^™« ™ *^ ^^J' •>«* 

1 n t 1 rra 1 • • i ^ ai' does oot add that the 

rule for the attachment. The objection was that the oririnai rale was 
affidavit, upon which the. motion for the attachment thewn to him, the 

was grounded, only stated that the clerk to the se- ||,e"[ttiiohiiicntl 
condaries of the city of London was served with a copy 
of the rule to bring in the body, but did not add, that 
the original rule was at the same time shewn to him. 
The case of The King v. Smithie$,3 T,R. 351. was cited. 

The Court, upon this objection, made the rule abso- 
lute to discharge the rule for the attachment. 

Best Serjt. in support of the application. 

Clayton, Serjt. contra. 



Field v. Sebbes. Nov.2iih, 

DEBT on a bond given to secure an annuity to the loan action of debt 
Defendant's wife. The action was brought by '"^i^*^^*^." 

o J teeoftheDefendant'e 

the trustee to recpver the arrears of the annuity. ' wife, to enforee pay- 

The Defendant, having pleaded the general issue, »>«>tofanaiiiniitjie- 

_. _ t r>t /•! -11 X 1 oared to ber, the Coart 

applied tov the Court for leave to withdraw that plea, refused to allow the 

and plead, first, that his wife, for whose maintenance i>»f«odant to with- 
draw the general is- 
sue, and plead, 1st, 
that the Defendant's wife had conmitted adalterj, and was liTing in ttet state ; and, 2dly, that she 
bad committed adaltery at the time when the bond was exeonted in her faronr, thoagh the Defend- 
ant was ignorant thereof, being of opinion that snob pleas, if pleaded, woild not have been a good 
defence (o the action, (a) 

(a) And sec Sckoley y. Qooimtrnt 1 Bing. 340. /ea t. ThwrUm, 2 B. & C 547. 

the 
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1804. 



FlBU> 
9, 

Sbkacs. 



the annuity was given had committed adultery, and, at 
the time when the action was commenced, was living in 
a state of adultery. Secondly, that before the making 
the bond the Defendant's wife had committed adultery, 
and diat the said bond for securing the said annuity was 
given by the Defendant in ignorance of the adultery. 
The motion was made upon the terms of the Defendant 
paying the costs occasioned by the plea, and by thid 
application. 

A rule fdsi having been obtained, cause was shewn 
tiiis day, and affidavits read on both sides. In support 
of the application it was stated that the declaration was 
delivered on the 13th of November,wiiti a notice to plead 
in four days ; that the Defendant, before the expiration 
of the four days, took out a summons for further time, 
but the order not being consented to, he was obliged to 
plead the general issue, in order to prevent judgment 
being signed, his special pleader having been unable to 
prepare the two special pleas in time. On the part of 
the Plaintiff it was sworn, that the action w^b com- 
menced in August : that on the 15th of November, ojfer 
of the bond was demanded, which was given on the 
next day ; and that the Defendant's attorney was the 
person who originally prepared the bond. 



Ondow Serjt., in shewing cause, referred to Sidney v. 
Sidney, 3 P. Trin5.269., in which Lord Talbot held that 
the jointure of a married woman was not forfeited by 
adultery, though her dower was ; and also to Blount v. 
IFt«^er,and Winter y. Blount,^ Coj^sP. TfwM.276.fi(rfe2., 
in which a husband was decreed to perform marriage ar- 
ticles, notwithstanding his wife was living in adultery. 



Bayley Serjt. in support of the application, insisted 
that upon this motion the Court would not decide whe- 
ther the plea, when pleaded, would be a good defence 
or not : and. that it appeared that the Defendant applied 

for 
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for leave to plead several pleaa as Boon as he discovered, 
by the inspection of the deed, that such pleas wet% 
material. 

Sir James Mansfielb Ch. J. It is the practice of 
this Court to look into the nature of the pleas when 
leave to plead several pleas is applied for. Now in this 
case it appears to me to be perfectly clear that the pleas, 
if pleaded, would not afford a defence to the action. 
I think, therefore, that we ought not to attend to the 
application. 

Heath J. TUs is not a very common case. But 
the Court always consider, when leave to plead several 
pleas is asked, whether the pleas would amount to a 
good defence. Indeed I have known the Court refuse 
to allow a Defendant to plead alien enemy with the ge- 
neral issue, (a) It does not appear to me that the pleas 
proposed to be pleaded are good. They are pleas intro- 
ducing much scandalous matter upon the record, and I 
think that we ought not to allow them to be pleaded. 

RooKE J. I am of the same opinion. 

Chambbe J. I am of the same opinion. " 

Rule discharged. 

(a) Feron t. Ladd, 9 BL 1S96. AngerMim ? . VtrngkoH, 1 Bat. 4* Put, 299. 




Habdisty V. Stobeb. 

IN this case, the only question was, whether, on mo- 
tion by bail to stay proceedings on bail bonds, or 
against the sheriff on payment of costs, it was neces- 
sary to produce an affidavit of merits. 



(6) Aad a«e ilwr ▼. 



of Middlmg, S M. & 8.909. 



Nbe.SSth. 

irtlMbdlappljto 
ttajprooeediogt upon 
the bul bond, or 
agoiost Um sheriiT, 
Uiej need Doltweer to 
meriU , though a trial 
haf bees loet. (6) 



Pet 
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1804. Ptf Curiam. The Court do not require the bail i9 

Bwear to merits ; nor is there any distinction in this re- 
spect whether a trial has been lost or not. 

Shepherd Serjt. in support of the motion* 

Bm/ley Seijt. contrii. 




Nov.a6tb. Anstey v. Marden. 

A. being ioioif ent, /tSS UMPSIT. The declaration stated that in con- 
. Terbai .gTeeme|>t /I sideratiou that the Plaintiff had sold out a thou- 

wai entovd into be- 

twMB tereni of bit sand pounds 5 per ceit^. bank annuities, and paid the 
cT«diton ud A, produce to the Defendant, the Defendant undertook to 

wberebj S* tgreed to . _ 

pt/ tbe oreditors io«. replace the same before the stock should be shut ; which 
io tbe ponod in tttu- hg \^^ ^^^ douc. The second count was indebUaiuz as- 

feotioB of tbeir debts, . - . . -i^w\/\i • ^i. p a 

wbicb tbej agreed to ^''^P^ for a certain share, to wit, lOOOl. in toe opercem. 
aooept, udto auign bank annuities. To which the money counts were added. 

tbeir debts to B.Hdd t?- ^ i 

tbat tbis agreement ^^^^ P*®^' ^^ OSSUngtsU. 

was not witbin tbe Secondly, the Defendant pleaded that the Plaintiff 
sutttte ^^"^* «»* ought not to have or maintain his aforesaid action thereof 

beiagaoQUateTalpio- ^, 

mUe to paj tbe debt against him the said Defendant to recover any more or 
ofaootber,bntaaori. greater damages in this behalf than the sum of 625/., 

ginid e onti act to pur* 

obase tbe debts, because he says that the Defendant, on, 4rc« at, ^c. was 

indebted to the Plaintiff, by virtue of the said several 
promises and undertakings in the said declaration men- 
tioned, in the sum of 976/. 2s. 6d. and no more, and that 
he, the said Defendant, afterwards and before the com- 
mencement of this suit, to wit, on, S^c. at, ifc, was also 
indebted to divers other persons, to wit, James Greenwood, 
ifc, 8fc. in certain other large sums of money respectively, 
and. the Defendant being so indebted as aforesaid, the 
Defendant was then and there unable to pay them^ his 
said creditors, the full amount of the said several debts, 
whereof the said Plaintiff and the said several other 
creditors of the said Defendant then and there had 

■ 

notice f 
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notice ; and it was then and there computedand agreed, 1804. 

upon an investigation then and there had, by, between, 
and amongst the Plaintiff a^d the said several other 
creditors of the Defendant, that the estate and effects 
of the said Defendant would not extend to pay lOs. in 
the pound on the amount of the debts due and owing 
by the Defendant, of which the Plaintiff and the said 
several other creditors also then and there had notice : 
whereupon it was then and there proposed and agreed, 
by, between, and amongst the Plaintiff and the said 
several other creditors of the Defendant, and also by 
Tiomas Weston, by the procurement of the Defendant, 
and at the request of the Plaintiff, that the said Thomas 
Weston should and would pay out of his own proper 
monies to the Plaintiff and the said several other cre- 
ditors of the Defendai^, a sum of money equivalent to 
10s. in the pound on the amount of their respective 
debts, in full satisfaction and discharge thereof; which 
said sum of money they the plaintiff and the said several 
other persons, creditors of the Defendant, should and 
would severally accept and receive in full satisfaction 
and discharge of their said respective debts ; and the 
said agreement being so made as aforesaid, to wit, on, 
4rc. at, ^c. in consideration that the said Defendant, and 
also the said Thomas Weston by the procurement of the 
Defendant, and at the request of the Plaintiff, had then 
and there undertaken and faithfully promised the Plain- 
tiff to perform and fulfil all things in the agreement con- 
tained on their respective parts to be performed and ful- 
filled, the Tlaintiff and the said several other creditors 
o f the Defendant undertook and then and there faith- 
fully promised the Defendant to perform and fulfil all 
things in the said agreement contained on their parts 
and behalfs to be performed and fulfilled : and the De- 
fendant avers that in consideration and in pursuance of 
the said agreements afterwards and before the com- 
mencement of this suit, to wit, on, ^c. at, ^r. the said 

Thomas 
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Thonuu Wetton tendered and offsred to pay,out of his own 
proper monies, for andt>n the behalf of the Defendant, 
to the Plaintiff, the sum of 626/., being so much as 
amounted to 10«. in the pound upon the said sum of 
976/. 29. dd., the said amount of the said debt so as afore- 
said due and owing from the Defendant to the Plaintiff, 
and which said sum of money, so tendered and offered 
to be paid as last aforesaid, the Plaintiff then and there 
refused to accept. And the Defendant further says, 
that the said Thonuu Weston, from the time of making 
of the said agreement, always hitherto hath been and 
still is ready to pay the said sum of money to the Plain- 
tiff, to wit, at, 4r^. ; and the said sum of 626/., so tendered 
as aforesaid, is now brought into court here, ready to be 
paid to the Plaintiff, if he will receive the same ; and 
this the Defendant is ready ta yerify: wherefore he 
prays judgment if the Plaintiff ought to have or main- 
tain his aforesaid action thereof to recover any more or 
greater damages than 626/. in this behalf i^amst the 
Defendant. The third plea was like the former, only 
stating the agreement between the Plaintiff, the De- 
fendant, and Thomas Weston. And the fourth plea was 
like the second, except that it did not specify the names 
of the creditors. 

The replication joined issue on the plea of non as^ 
sunqtsit, and tendered issues on the agreements stated 
on the other pleas ; and issues were joined thereon. 

At the trial before Sir James Mamfield, Ch. J. at the 
GuiUhaa Sittings after last TVtnify Term, the Plaintiff's 
case having been proved, it was shewn, on the part of 
the Defendant, that he being in distressed circum- 
stances, the Plaintiff and three other creditors of the 
Defendant met, and finding that he could only pay 
7s. 6d. in the pound, they came to an agreement to ac- 
cept, from one T. Weston, the Defendant's father-in-law, 
10». in die pound in satisfaction of the debts due to 
them from the Defendant, and to assign those debts to: 

the 
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the said T. Wetims and an agreement wa9 aecordtngly 
prepared for that purpose. The three other creditors 
signed this agreement, and received their respective 
sums of money, to the amount of 10«* in the pound, 
from T. Wtfton, and the Plaintiff at one time authorised 
Greenwood (one of the three creditors who signed) to 
sign for him when he signed for himself; but Greenwood 
having omitted so to do, the Plaintiff revoked his au« 
thority and refused to execute the agreement, or accept 
the IO5. in the pound on his debt. On behalf of the 
Plaintiff it was objected that Westorin undertaking to 
pay lOf. in the pound in discharge of the Defendant's 
debt was void by the statute of fVauds, no agreement by 
which WeUon could be charged having been signed by 
him, and therefore the Plaintiff's undertaking to accept 
I0«. in the pound was nudum pactum. Sir James Mansfield, 
Ch. J. was of opinion at the trial that the undertaking of 
Weston was not within the statute of frauds, being an 
undertaking to pay a ]^ebt of a new description, viz. 10^. in 
the pound, in consideration of Marden being discharged, 
and not an undertaking to pay the debt of Mardeni 
Accordingly a verdict was found for the Defendant, who 
had paid into the court the amount of the IO9. in the 
pound on the Plaintiff^s debt. 

A rule nisi for a new trial having been obtained on a 
fcHtner day. 



1804. 




Shepherd and SeOon Seijts. now shewed cause. The 
undertaking of Weston does not fall within the statute 
of frauds. By that statute, it is provided, that if a maa 
undertake to be answerable for the debt, default, or mis- 
carriage of another, the undertaking shall be void-, unless 
the agreement, or some memorandum or note thereof, 
shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be oharged* 
therewith. The meaning of this is, that the creditor 
shall not set up a collateral security for his debt without 
a memorandum in writing. But if there be any consir> 

deration 
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deration moving to the party who undertakes, then it is 
not an undertaking for the debt of another, though the 
debt of another were the original cause of the under- 
taking. If it be part of the contract that the original 
debtor shall be discharged, that is a sufficient considera- 
tion to support the undertaking of another to pay the 
debt; but if no such stipulation be made, and the ori- 
ginal debt be permitted to subsist, the undertaking is 
merely collateral. It is true that where nothing more 
is stipulated for than an indulgence to the debtor, or 
that an action commenced shall be stayed, the under- 
taking of a third person to pay the debt is within the 
statute, for the original debt still continues, and the un- 
dertaking is but collateral. Such was the case of Fish 
y. Hutckin3on,2 Wits, 94. But in JZoe v. Haugh, 1 Salk.29, 
where, in consideration that B. would accept C- to be 
his debtor in the place of A., C. undertook to pay the 
debt, this undertaking was considered to be a new con- 
tract. This case differs from most of those which haye 
arisen on the statute of frauds, because it was expressly 
agreed at the meeting which took place between Weston 
and the creditors, that the Defendant was to be dis- 
charged altogether, and Weston was to have an assign- 
ment of the Defendant's debts, by means of which he 
might possibly pay himself. That was not the case in 
Chater v. Beckett, 7 T.R.20\. It was no part of the 
agreement there that the original debtor should be alto- 
gether discharged; nor were there any effects out of 
which the person undertaking to pay the composition 
could reimburse himself. In Case v. Barber, Sir T. 
Ray. 450. the same distinction is recognized, viz. that 
the party undertaking must be solely responsible for 
the debt. The question therefore is. Whether the pro- 
mise by Weston was merely collateral, or whether it was 
an original undertaking? By the assignment of the 
debts, Weston secured himself, and made himself sole 
creditor oi Harden; to the exclusion of all other creditors. 

At 
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At all events therefore, he purchased the debts against 
Marden, and not on Marden'% account^but on account of 
that purchase made himself liable to the creditors. If 
80> this case falls directly within the principle of CastUng 
y. Auburt, 2 East, 325. where one, who held some policies 
of a third person, having given his lien on those policies 
to a broker, and allowed him to collect the money due 
upon them, on his undertaking to pay him the sum for 
which he held the policies, was allowed to recover upon 
that promise against the broker, although it was ob- 
jected that the broker's promise was a promise to pay 
the debt of another within the statute of frauds. Here 
the Court held it to be a purchase of the Plaintiff's in- 
terest in the policies. In this case, Weston did the saine 
thing when he took the assignment of the debts, and 
therefore the same result must follow. But independent 
of this last ground, there is another, upon which Lord 
Kenym relied in BtUler v. Rhodes, 1 Esp. N.P. Cos. 236, 
iTtz. that a creditor, who agrees to a composition, and 
orders a ^eed of assignment of all his debtor's effects to 
be prepared which the debtor executes, shall not after- 
wards recede from his engagement, refuse to execute the 
deed, and sue for his original debt. His lordship there 
nonsuited a Plaintiff suing under such circumstances, 
holding his conduct firaudulent. So in this case the 
Plaintiff ought not to be allowed to sue for his whole 
debt, after having induced the rest of the creditors to 
sign an agreement to accept 10s. in the pound, and ac- 
tually bar themselves, by the receipt of that sum, from 
all further claim against Marden. 



1804. 



Anstby 

V, 

Harden. 



CocheU and Bayhy Serjts. omtriL. In this case it was 
not in the contemplation of the one party to buy, or of 
the other to sell the debts ; the transaction therefore can- 
jiot be considered in the light of a purchase. The pro- 
mise by TFes^oitwas nuc^ti/iijMic/uiTi, because no forbearance 
of a suit or other advantage of a kind which the law 

Vol. I. N. S. K deems 




Anstey 

V, 
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deems a good conBideration was obtained thereby. « Forth 
V. Stanton, 1 WilUamss Sound. 210. Case v. Barber is an 
authority in favour of the Defendant ; for there the agree- 
Makden. ment was held to be without consideration, and within 
the statute ; and that determination took place soon 
after the passing of the statute, which entitles it to great 
weight. In Jtynii v. Bruce, 2 H. Bl. 317., it was holden 
that a promise by one to pay so much in the pound of 
his own debt, in satisfaction and discharge of the debt, 
was not founded on a good consideration, because a mere 
accord is not a good ground of action. In Castling v. 
Avburt the reasoning proceeded entirely upon the dis- 
tinction between agreements which are purchases of 
debts and those which are not : and in that case the lien 
which has been given up was something by which the 
debt might have been satisfied. But in the present 
case, what advantage could arise to Weston firom pur- 
* chasing the debts of an insolvent ? With respect to the 
objection taken to the Plaintiff's conduct, as being frau- 
dulent, it is to be remembered that he has never received 
any thing himself, and that the agreement was not en- 
tered into at a general meeting of the creditors, but at 
a meeting where something executory was proposed 
among a few creditors, which remained to be completed 
afterwards if those creditors continued in the same mind. 
The Defendant, having pleaded the agreement between 
Weston and the Plaintiff as a dischai^e of the debt of the 
latter, is precluded fnmi now calling it a purchase. But 
the ^Plaintiff never having executed that agreement, or 
received any thing under it, is not bound to adhere to it. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch.J. At the trial of this 
cause, it was objected on the part of the Plaintiff, that 
the promise by Weston was a promise within the statute 
of frauds, and tlierefore no bar to the Plaintiff^s demand. 
It appeared to me doubtful how far the promise in this 
case could be deemed to be within the statute ; and it 

rather 




IN THE FOETY-FIFTH YeAR OF GEORGE III. 131 

rather struck me that being a promise to pay only 10s. 1804. 

in the^ pounds and not to pay the whole debt, it was an 
original agreement, and therefore was not within the 
statute. I did not see how one person could undertake 
for the debt of another, when the debt, for which he was 
supposed to undertake, was discharged by the very bar- 
gain. No cases, however, were at that time cited. We 
have now been considering all the circumstances of the 
case, and the question is. Whether justice will not be 
done by not allowing the Plaintiff to take more than what 
the strictest rule of law will entitle him to? The facts 
were shortly these. The Defendant was upon the brink 
of a bankruptcy ; some of his creditors met to consider 
what should be done, and his effects being found only 
sufficient to pay 75. 6d. in the pound, the creditors agreed 
to accept 10s. in the pound from Weston in full satisfac- 
tion of their debts, and undertook to assign their debts 
to him. The only object of the deed was the assignment 
of the debts ; and Westtm was to pay 10s. in the pound as 
the price of those debts. After this the Plaintiff went 
out of town, and some of thci creditors accepted lOs. in 
the pound, and assigned their debts to Weston. The 
Plaintiff thought proper, first to deny his agreement, and 
then to insist on his right to change his mind and refuse 
to execute the deed. He had a right to change his mind, 
but in point of morality and sound honesty his conduct 
was extremely bad. It was equivalent to obtaining a 
promise from Marden privately for payment of the whole 
debt, after agreeing with the rest of the creditors to take 
a part only. He now comes here to set aside the verdict, 
in order to put into his pocket the other part of the debt 
for his own benefit, to which Weston is entitled. Sup- 
posing the promise by Weston to be a good promise in 
law, the Plaintiff cannot recover the origmal debt due 
from the Defendant to himself, inasmuch as he has 
agreed to accept 10& in the pound in satisfaction of that 
debt, and to assign it to Weston, who is contented with 

K2 the 
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1804. the Terdict. The Plaintiff has clearly been guilty of very 

harsh treatment towards the Defendant ; and I do not 
think the Court called upon to alter the verdict as a 
favour to him. He has acted altogether contrary to 
honour and justice, and I think the verdict ought to 
istand. I would not have it supposed that I mean to 
throw any doubt upon the decisions which have been 
cited respecting the statute of frauds. The. case of 
Chater v. Beckei certainly decides that a mere promise, 
$uch as that before us, would be within the statute ; and 
indeed/ upon general principles, no one can wish to re- 
strain the operation of the statute of frauds. The be- 
nefits of that statute are much more apparent to those 
who are conversant with the practice of the Court of 
Chancery, than those who have only seen the practice 
of the courts of common law. But upon the whole, it 
appears to me that the agreement by Weston amounted 
to a purchase of the Plaintiff's debt, and that this ap- 
plication for a new trial ought not to be granted. 

RooRE J. I am of the same opinion with my Lord 
Chief Justice. It seems to me that this is the case of a 
purchase of a debt. Anstey is not the only person here 
concerned. If he were suffered to recover, he would be 
guilty of a gross fraud upon the other creditors. Weston 
himself would be defrauded too; he thought to defer the 
bankruptcy of his son-in-law, and the principal creditors 
came into the ^eement to accept lOs. in the pound, and 
to discharge Marden upon the faith of this agreement, 
the father-in-law taking the debts to himself with the 
ehance of being reimbursed. Anstey authorised Green- 
vxMd to sign for him, and Greenwood signed for himself, 
as also did Wilson and Weston, all acting upon the ex- 
pectation that Anst^ would perform his promise. I 
think AnUey ought not to be permitted to say, I have 
tricked you, and will brii^ an action to recover my whole 
debt. 

Chambeb 
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Chambre J. I think upon the evidence, it is perfectly 
clear that this was a contract to purchase the debts of 
the several creditors, instead of being a contract to pay or 
discharge the debts owing by Marden. It was of the sub- 
stance of the agreement that these debts should remain 
in full force, to be assigned toWeston. When he had pur- 
chased them he did not mean to exact them rigorously, 
but the contract was a contract of pu^hase, and he had 
a right to make use of the names of the original creditors 
to recover the same to the full amount, if Marden had 
effects to satisfy the debts. Instead of being a contract 
to discharge Marden from his debts, it was a contract to 
keep them on foot ; Anstty therefore, in that way of con- 
sidering the case, had a right to recover fix)m Marden (or 
the use of Wesion; but TFesfoit now, instead of wishing an 
action to be brought in Anstey's name, wishes that Anstey 
should have no effect from his verdict. Surely we, in the 
exercise of a discretionary power which we have, can 
never wish to set aside that verdict which real justice to 
the parties requires should stand. If the question had 
been that which it is represented to have been, on the 
special pleas, I should have thought it a case within the 
statute of frauds, but it is now unnecessary to decide that 
point, because we all agree fully upon the point that it is 
a contract for the purchase of the debts of Marden, which 
is not prohibited by the statute of frauds. 

Rule discharged. 
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Hesse v. Stevenson. 

THE Plaintiff, having recovered judgment against 
the Defendant for 1954/., sued out a Jl. fa. under 
which he levied 400/., and then arrested the Defendant 
for the residue in an action on the judgment. A rule 
having been obtained, calling on the Plaintiff to shew 
cause why the proceedings should not be set aside for 

(a) And see Drew t. Jeferiea, 8 Price 5S1. 

K 3 irregidarity. 




Nov. 14th. 

Pleiiitiffhanog 
eof ered jodgmeot end 
leried part under a 
Ji.fa, trretted the De- 
fendant for the residae 
in an aotion en the 
judgment, he not hay- 
ing been arrested in 
the^original action : 
and the Coort refased 
to discharge him. (a) 
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irregularity, or the Defendant discharged on entering a 
common appearance, , 

J3^%Serjt.8hewedcaaBe,and contended that though 
where a party proceeds by d^, and extends the lands 
of the Defendant, he cannot bring an action on the judg- 
ment ; yet if he only levy part on the goods he may, 
Gkucoek y. Morgim, 1 Iiet7.92. ; i fortiori, therefore where 
the Plaintiff only levies part under ^fi*fa. the action may 
be sustained ; and if the action would lie, there was no 
Ipason why the Defendant might not be arrested. 

Shepherd and Onifoio, Serjts. in support of the rule, 
urged that the Plaintiff haying made his election to pro- 
ceed by execution, he could not bring an action on the 
judgment, though he might have sued out a ca. m., and 
that eyen if the action would lie, it was oppressiye to 
arrest the Defendant under such circumstances. They 
cited I>yer,299. 6.|i/.34. and 1 IioU.Abr.GO\.]^A. 

Per Curiam. The case of Glascock v. Morgan is in 
point. That reported in Dyer and Roll does not apply : 
for as the el^ in that case was not returned, nan consTteit 
that the Plaintiff might not extend the lands. It is ad- 
mitted that a Plaintiff, after levying part under %Ji.f€u 
may sue out a ca. sa., and if so, why may he not bring 
an action ? But supposing it to be questionable, whether 
the action can be sustained or not, the Court will not 
decide the point upon a summary application. If the 
Plaintiff had a right to bring the action, there seems to 
be no reason why he may not hold the Defendant to 
bail, haying never before arrested him for the same debt ; 
and whether the action can be sustained or not, is a 
question of law to be decided on the record. 



Rule discharged. 
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Birch and Another v. Prodoer and Another, Bail of ^oii.27tb. 

D'Erval. 

THIS was an application to the Court, on the part An atuohmeiit, for 
of Samuel Plaisted, an attorney of this Court, to ^^^'^Tiiig iwuld 
be discharged out of the custody of the sheriff of London, aguost b. from thu 
as having been illegally arrested upon an attachment for ^^-^ ^^ hind»*of 
non-payment of money. an officer who had not 

The result of the affidavits on both sides was as fol- ^••" *^^^ *V*^* *' 

therewith, B. waa 

lows : Plaisted, having been employed by ihe Plaintifis metbj^.inthestreet, 
as their attorney, recovered of the Defendants the sum ■«»* carried bj tIo- 
of 743/. 12«. 4(2., and also got into his hands several ^ ^^ ^^ j^*^ 
papers belonging to the Plaintiffs. In consequence of attomey^and there de- 
this, Plaisted^B conduct being investigated in this Court, tabed whUetheorigi- 

® ^ . . nal prooess waa aent 

he was ordered to pay over the money to the Plaintiffs ; for and aerred npon 
for non-payment of which an attachment was issued* *™» the officer aiao 

--,, , . • . , was •ent for (bnt not 

The process upon this attachment was put mto the ^j ^ \ u,a on b:s 
hands of one ShetpcoU, an officer, but Pkd^ed kept out leaTmg the chambera 
of the way, to avoid being served with the attachment. Jiie conrt hdd this 
On the 20th of Augu^, Samuel Birch, one of the Plain- arrest iUeg#, and dis- 
tiffs, having met Plaisted, in SaUsbury-eauri, Fleet-street, ""^^^^ *•(•> 
laid hold of him and served him with a copy of the rule 
for the attachment, and endeavoured to take him to the 
chambers of Mr. Luke Naylor, Birch's then attorney, in 
the Temple. On Phd^ed^s resisting, a mob was collected 
round him ; he was put into a hackney-coach, and car- 
ried by force to Ni^bn's chambers. He was there served 
with the original rule for the attachment, having been 
detained some time while Smnuel Birch sent to his bro- 
ther Thomas Birch for the original rule. Immediately 
after this,he was dismissed by the Plaintiffs from Neylof^B 
chambers, but had no sooner got down the staircase of 
those chambers than he was arrested upon the abov6- 
mentioned attachment by Shapcott, who stated that he 

<a) Vide Ba^i ▼. Dmmd, S Tkont. 16L 

K4 had 



136 



CASES IN MICHAELMAS TERM 



1804. 

Birch 
■nd Another 
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and Another. 



had been sent for to make the arrest. The Plaintifis 
expressly denied being privy to the arrest, and Nmflor 
denied being privy to any plan for bringing PlaisUd to 
his chambers. 

Shepherd Serjt. shewed cause against the rule, con- 
tending that as the pi'ocess was regular, and the conduct 
of the officer legal, there was no ground for the Court 
to interfere ; and observed that, as the arrest in this 
case was for a contempt of the Court, which had been 
considered as amounting to a breach of the peace, it 
was allowable to use other means for effecting the anest 
than might be employed in the case of mere civil process. 

Bayley and Best, Serjts. contrd, insisted that as the 
first detention was illegal, the party was entitled to his 
discharge, though the process was regular, and no action 
might be maintainable against the officer if not privy to 
such illegal detention. They cited Loveridge v. Phns- 
tow, 2 H. BL 29. and Barlow v. Hall, 2 Anstr. 461., in 
both which cases the Defendants were discharged on 
account of the illegality of the original detention ; and 
observed that there was no authority for making any 
distinction between the process in this case and any 
other civil process, and that the only question here, as 
in the case of Barlow v. HaU, ought to be whether the 
piocess of the Court had not been abused. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. I do not believe that 
those who took Plaisted to Naylof^s chambers had then 
any idea of arresting him. But the distinction is very 
nice between carrying a man by force to a place for the 
purpose of having him arrested, and canying him there 
by force for another purpose, and then causing him to 
be arrested. If Shapcott was sent for, it is very much 
like an arrest by Shapcott under a detention at the 
chambers of Naylar^ which brings the case very near to 

those 
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those which have been cited. We shall take an. oppor- 
tunity of speaking with the other Judges upon the sub- 
ject, and if they shall be of opinion that Plaisied ought 
to be discharged, an order for that purpose shall be 
drawn up as of this day. Though the conduct of 
Pkdsted has been such as fully deserves the confine- 
ment which he has suffered, yet we must not decide 
this case by any other rule than what would be fipplir 
cable to all others. Certainly arrests by violence must 
not be encouraged. They lead to serious consequences. 
If we should think that the party ought to be discharged 
notice shall be given, and an order drawn up. 

An order was afterwards given to make the rule ab- 
solute for the discharge of PUmied* 
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Mill v. Head. 



^00. nth. 



THE Defendant having been arrested in the long Whew bui hiTe 
vacation upon a writ returnable on the morrow of DefewSat ceimot 
AU Souls, bail above were put in on the 9th of November, fumder witfaoat 
and notice of justification given. The bail being brought p«**»k "" ^'**» ^■*'- 
up, in pursuance of this notice, were rejected; after 
which the Defendant surrendered himself, without 
putting in fresh bail. The Plaintiff upon this took an 
assignment of the bail bond, and commenced proceed- 
ings against the bail to the sheriff. 

A rule nisi having been obtained for setting aside the 
assignment of the bail bond, and proceedings thereon. 

Best Serjt. shewed cause, and contended that the 
Defendant's surrender was irregular, there being no bail 
in existence by whom it could be made. 



Ondow Seijt. coniri, insisted that so long as the bail 
remain upon the bail piece, they are competent to sur- 
render 
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1804. render, though rejected. He cited The King ▼. The 

Sher^ of Essex, 5 T. R. 633., where, in consequence of 
an exception to the bail put in, notice was given that 
two other bail would justify, one of whom was after- 
wards rejected, after which the Defendant was surren- 
dered, and the master of K. J3. stated to the Court that 
there should have been a rule to strike out the two first 
bail whose names stood on the bail piece ; and that 
until that was done they might surrender the principal. 
He also read a manuscript note of a case decided in the 
King's Bench, £eu^. 40 G. 3. (a) 

But The Court, after referring to the officers, said. 
That although any bail were sufficient to surrender, y3t 
when rejected they were no bail, and that it was not ne- 
cessary to obtain a rule to strike them off the bail piece. 

Rule discharged. 



(a) Amoiu Mtof 84, E, 40 G. 8. On shewing omnse whj u atUohment 
againit the sheriflT, for not hringing in the bodj, ghoold not be Mt uide for 
irfegularity, with costs, it appeared that the bail sarrendered the Delmdaat 
on the daj when the rule expired, bat one bail onlj had jostiBed, and time 
had been refused by the Court to Jwtify another* 

JEiptMssi ooDtended that no bail wen in Court to make the smreader, that 
time haTing been refiised to jostifj the one, made the oase the same as if 
none had been put in. He cited for this Tid^t and SdktCs Praciiee, 

But 7^ Cowrf said (on referring to the Master)— -Eren bail lejected, wbDe 
on the bail pieoe, are oompetent to make a sorrender. The books eited are 
not of themselTcs to be qooted as authorities. 

Role absoLate for setting aside the attaohmeat 
Manyait for the rale. 
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MaYCOCK V, SOLYMAN. Noo. STth. 

THE Defendant, having been arrested upon a writ The Defendut hu 
returnable the first return of this term put in J^'Si^y tn^^^^ 
bail upon the 9th of November: on the ISth, the sheriff. «xocptioii, to jnstifjr 
was ruled to bring in the body ; on the 16th, the bail ^^^^J- And if m .t- 

^ '' taohBMiit be •btained 

were excepted to ; on the 20th, an attachment was ob- on tiie foorth daj, 
tained ; and in the latter part of the same day, the bail *f *^*^ wa let it 
were brought up to justify and were rejected. ^qq^ ob th* d». 

A rule mst haying been obtained for setting aside this fendMit to jutiTy 
attachment, 

CockeU Seijt. in the first place insisted that the sheriff 
was not entitled to move to set aside the attachment, 
without haying first justified bail ^ and secondly, that 
the Plaintiff had a right to moye for an attachment on 
the 20th, the rule to bring in the body haying expired 
on the 17th. 

Shepherd Seijt. cantrd, argued that where the objec- 
tion to the attachment is that it has been moyed for too 
soon, the sheriff is not bound to justify bail before he 
moyes to set it aside ; that as bail were put in within 
time, the Defendant was not bound to justify them, un* 
less an exception were entered, consequently there was 
no default in the sheriff on the 13th, when the rule to 
bring in the body issued, and that rule was altogether 
irregular ; and that as the exception was not entered 
till the 16th, the Defendant therefore yras entitled to 
the whole of the 20th to justify. 

The Court thought that the sheriff was entitled to 
moye to set aside the attachment, without haying first 

justified 
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justified bail ; and that the Plaintiff had no right to 
move for an attachment until the morning of the 2lBt, 
the rule to bring in the body being a nullity. 

Rule absolute, with costs. 



Nov. 97th. 

In 4Mmm> when 
the goodf «n alleged 
to hkrt oomc to De- 
fendant bj finding, 
it ii tni&oient for the 
Plabtiff to prore that 
the goodi came to 
the Defendant bj 
wrong. At least 
unless the Jindmg 
be trsTersed. 



Mills v. Graham. 

'ry^HE declaration was as follows. The Defendant was 
X summoned to answer unto the Plaintiff in e plea, 
that he^ the said Defendant, render unto the said Plain- 
tiff certain goods and chattels, to the value of 300/. of 
lawful money of Great Britain, which the Defendant 
linjustly detains from the Plaintiff; and thereupon the 
Plaintiff, by R. H. his attorney, complains for that 
whereas the Plaintiff, heretofore, to wit, on, ^., at, ^., 
delivered to the Defendant the goods and chattels fol- 
lowing, that is to say, 76 dozen of skins of the said 
Plaintiff of a large value, to wit, of the value of 300/. of 
lawful money of Grtai Britain, to be redelivered by the 
said Defendant to the said Plaintiff when he should be 
thereto requested ; nevertheless the said Defendant, 
although thereto often requested, hath not yet delivered 
the said goods and chattels, or any of them, or any part 
thereof, to the said Plaintiff, but hath hitherto refused 
and still doth refuse to deliver the same to the said 
Plaintiff, to wit, at, l^c. And whereas also the said 
Plaintiff heretofore, to wit, on, l^c, at, 4r^., was lawfuUy 
possessed of divers other goods and chattels, to wit, 75 
dozen of other skins of a large value, to wit, of the va- 
lue of 300/. of like lawful money, and being so thereof 
possessed, the said Plaintiff afterwards, to wit, on, tfc, 
at, i^c. casually lost the said last-mentioned goods and 
chattels out of his haads and possession, and the same 

then 
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then and there came to the hands and possession of the 
said Defendant, who found the same ; nevertheless the 
said Defendant, well knowing the said last-mentioned 
goods and chattels to be the goods and chattels of the 
said Plaintiff, and to him of right to belong and apper^ 
tain, had not as yet delivered the said last-mentioned 
goods and chattels, or any of them, or any part thereof, 
to the said Plaintiff, although often requested so to do, 
but hath hitherto refuded, and still doth refiise to deli- 
ver the same to the said Plaintiff, and now unjustly 
detains the same from the said Plaintiff, to wit, at^ 
i^c, whereupon the said Plaintiff saith he is injured, 
and hath sustained damage to the amount of 300/. and 
therefore he brings his suit, ^c. 
Plea, non detmei. 

The cause was tried before Sir Jam/u Monoid Ch. J. 
at the Westminster sittings in this term, when it appear- 
:id that the Defendant, being desirous of purchasing 
some skins, applied to the Plaintiff to seU him some, 
which the latter declined, but agreed to let him hare 
skins to the amount of 275/. to finish, for the finishing 
of which Ihe Plaintiff was to pay; that the skins havii^ 
been delivered accordingly, the Plaintiff afterwards ap- 
plied to the Defendant to return them, offering to pay 
any thing that might be due ; that the Defendant re- 
fused to return them, and again wished to purchase 
them, ofiSering to pay the price by instalments of 6/. per 
month ; that the Plaintiff still refusing to sell them, the 
Defendant declared that he would contest the matter 
at law, as he was under age, which was the case. His 
Lordship was of opinion that the first count of the de- 
claration, which stated a bailment of goods to be re- 
delivered upon request, was not supported by evidence 
of a bailment for a special purpose, but held, that not- 
withstanding this infancy of the Defendant, and an 
objection to the allegation on the second count, that the 
goods came to his hands by finding, the Plaintiff was 

entitled 
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entitled to recover upon that count. Accordingly a 
yerdict was found for the Plaintiff, subject to the opi- 
nion of thq Court. 

A rule fiio for a nonsuit having been obtained on a 
former day. 



Shefhtrd Seijt. shewed cause. Though it was not 
precisely proved that the goods were lost by the Plain- 
tiff and found by the Defendant, yet the evidence ad- 
duced was sufficient to maintain the second count. 
There is a clear distinction between actions on contract 
and actions in trover or detinue ; in the former, the con- 
tract is the gjui of the action ; but in the latter, it is not 
the mode by which the goods come to the Defendant's 
hands that forms the gist of the action, but the conver- 
sion in trover and the detention in detinue. If the alle- 
gation of finding must be precisely proved, almost every 
judgment which has been given in actions of trover is 
wrong ; for it scarcely ever happens that the property in 
dispute has actually come to the Defendant's hands by 
finding. In Co. Litt. 286. b. it is said. Breve de detat- 
tione dkitur it detmendo, because detinet is the principal 
word in the writ,, and it lieth where any man comes to 
goods either by delivery or by finding. So in FUzh. 
Natura Bremum, 138. (E), it is said, *' if a man find my 
goods which I have lost, I shall have a writ of detimte 
for them.'' In Bac. Ab. tit. Detinue, detinue is said to 
be an action which lies for the recovery of goods and 
chattels, though the party came to the possession of 
them by lawful means, as by bailment, borrowing, or 
pledging. In Kettk v. Bronuall, Willes, 1 18. the Plain- 
tiff declared in detinue for certain antiques, and that 
being possessed thereof, he casually lost the same. 
The Court thought this a good count in detinue, for that 
detinue would lie for things lost and found, as well as 
for things delivered. And in Mod. Ent. vol. 2. p. 422. 
there is a precedent in detinue similar to the second 

count 
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count in this case. If it were not sufficient, under a 
count framed as this is, to prove the particular mode 
in which the goods came to the Defendant's hands, it 
would often be necessary to introduce upon the record 
a length of pleading which would be extremely incon- 
venient, since it would be necessary to set forth in 
detail all the particular cixcumstances which were to 
be adduced in proof. Under whatever particular cir- 
cumstances goods may have come to a person'^ hands, 
the owner is allowed to declare for them in an action 
of trover, and as the action of detinue may be founded 
upon an allegation that the goods were lost and found, 
there seems to be no reason why such a general allega* 
tion should not be sufficient in the action of detinue as 
in the action of trover, though the goods may in fact 
have been received under special circumstances. 



1804. 




Best Serjt. in support of the rule. It may be admit* 
ted that the action of detinue will lie for goods lost and 
found ; but the distinction between trover and detinue 
is this, that in the one case it is necessary to state the 
mode by which the goods came to the Defendant's 
hands, and in the other it is not. In trover, the con- 
version is die gist of the action, and if that be proved, 
it is sufficient. The action of trover, says Lord Mam^ 
field in Qnqfer v. Chitty, 1 Bur. 31. is in form a fiction, 
in substance a remedy to recover the value of personal 
chattels wrongfully converted by another to his own use. 
But the case is very different in detinue, for the goods may 
be detained, and rightiy detained ; but the goods of 
another can never be rightiy converted ; and whether 
goods have been wrongfully detained or not,mu8tdepend 
upon the circumstances under which they came to the 
Defendant's hands. From the variety of precedents 
in detinue, which are to be found in the books, it is evi- 
dent that it has always been considered necessary to 
state particularly the mode in which the Defendant re- 
ceived 



144 



1804. 



Mills 
Graham. 



CASES IN MICHAELMAS TERM 

oeived the goods. In Mod. Entr. 427, 428. there are 
many precedents; one chapter is entitled. Of goods 
delivered to be safely kept ; another. On finding ; and 
a third. Of goods bought. In detinue of charters by an 
heir at law, he must count of the certainty of the lands, 
and how they were conveyed to him. 2 Mod. Entr. 424. 
b. The case of Kettle r. Bromsall is no authority for the 
Plaintiff here, that being upon demurrer, and the only 
question was, whether the count upon a finding was a 
good count in detinue, which is not now denied. Nor is 
the objection well founded, that the rule now contended 
for would render a great length of statement necessary, 
where the goods have come to the Defendant's hand in 
a circuitous mode. For if they come to him by thiid 
person, the receipt may well be described as a finding, 
since they could not be bailed to him by such a third 
person. But here it appears upon the evidence for the 
Plaintiff himself; that the goods were delivered to the 
Defendant in a special manner, which' does not agree 
with the averment in the declaration* 



Sir James Mansfibld Ch. J. The question now is. 
Whether the evidence given at the trial was such as to 
maintain the last count of the declaration ? and it seems 
to me that it was. The Plaintiff indeed delivered the 
skins to the Defendant to be finished ; but this delivery 
was founded upon the supposition that he was treating 
with a man who was capable of treating with him. Being 
for some reasons desirous to have his goods again, he 
applies to the Defendant, who refuses to return them, 
not on the pretence that they were delivered for a spe- 
cial purpose, but he offers to buy them and pay for 
them at 61. per month ; and when this is declined, he 
says, that he is under age, and will contest the matter 
at l^w. Then what was the contract between the par- 
ties ? On the part of the Defendant, thei-e was none. 
The contract being incomplete, oa account of the mi- 
nority 
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nority of the Defendant, the case is totally different 1804. 

from those which have been founded upon a bailment. 
A bailment of goods to be redelivered imports an agree- 
ment to redeliver ; all special bailments import a con- 
tract to redeliver, when the purpose for which the goods 
were deposited is answered. But in this case, for want 
of a capacity in the Defendant to make a complete con- 
tract, no bailment was made. This being the case, the 
action is brought in detinue instead of trover. Now there 
can be no doubt that trover might have been brought 
on the conversion. For the reasons already stated, I 
do not see how the goods could be in the Defendant's 
hands under what the law calls a bailment. He first 
fraudulently received them, concealing the circum- 
tances of his minority, and then frauduliently set up 
his minority as a defence against the Plaintiff's just 
demand. The goods being wrongfully in the Defend- 
ant's hands from the beginning, without any valid con- 
tract between him and the Plaintiff, it seems to me that 
they must be considered in the same situation as if the 
Defendant had at first wrongfully got possession of 
them without pretence of bailment. If that be so, what 
objection can there be to the Plsuntiff's recovery upon 
the second count? It is not disputed that a count in 
detinue, framed upon a supposed finding, may be sup* 
ported if the goods are wrongfully in the Defendant's 
possession. Without going further, it appears to me 
that the second count was supported by the evidence 
given ; and it will therefore be unnecessary to comment 
upon the doctrine in the cases which have been men- 
tioned. At the same time, it may be obseiTed that no 
ca£(e has been cited to prove, that where the detention 
is wrongful the declaration may not always be support- 
ed upon an allegation of finding : though perhaps in 
caBes of special bailments, it may be fit to require that 
the Plaintiff should declare specially, yet I will not say 
that it is necessary even in these cases. In trover, the 
Vol. I. N. S. L Plaintiff 
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1804. Plaintiff always alleges a finding, but never proves it ; 

^'^ and from the very nature of the thing, it is often inca- 

V. pable of proof, A wrongful oonveraion, or a wrongful 

Graham. detainer after demand, is considered as evidence of find- 
ing ; and I can see no reason for making a distinction 
between an allegation of finding in an action of tracer, 
and such an allegation in an action of detmue. If the 
allegation were strictly true, it could scarcely ever be 
proved in either case, unless the Defendant had himself 
acknowledged the finding. Besides, if the allegation 
of a particular bailment is material, it is also trsver- 
sable. But the plea of the Defendant here is, that he 
does not detain in manner and form as the Plaintiff has 
alleged. This does not apply to the finding. But 
without professing to decide this point, it is sufficient 
to say, that the goods did not come to the Defendant 
under what could properly be called a bailment. They 
came into his hands by fraud. And the right of the 
Plaintiff must be considered just the same as if the 
goods had come to the Defendant's hands without pre- 
tence of rigbt or delivery. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. I think there 
is much weight in what has been said respecting special 
bailments, and perhaps in such cases the special deli- 
very ought to be declared upon, and may be traversed. 
But here the goods came into the Defendant's posses- 
sion by wrong. If, therefore, it was necessary to 
declare specially, it would be necessary to set out all 
the evidence ; but there is no ground for contendiag 
that, and it would be attended with gi*eat expenoe, It 
is true, that in detinue by an heir at law for chsrters, it 
is not sufficient for him to say that he was possessed of 
them ; his right, however, is not a personal right, but 
a right arising from the land ; it is. necessary, therefore, 
for him to set out his right as heir. 

ROOKE 
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RooKE J. The declaration itself is admitted to be 
good, and the only question is upon the proof" Now the 
allegation is either material, or it is not. If it be mater 
rial, it ought to be trav^rsed^ in order to be put in issue ; 
and if it had been put in issue, I should have inclined 
to think it had been preyed in this case ; for the goods 
did not come to the Defendant's hands by contract ; 
and if they came by wrong, I do not think it very ma-* 
terial whether they came by actuM Ending or were ob* 
tained by fraud. But whatever might have been the 
case if the finding had been put 'm issue. I am of opi- 
nion that the evidence supports this declarationt 



1804. 



Mills 
Graham. 



Chambee J. The action of detume is as old as any 
action known to the law, and yet it is rather extraordinary 
that the subject of objection in the present case has 
never been brought into question. Many cases might 
be put to which an action of detinue could not apply, 
unless this general mode of declaring were allowed. 
Only three modes of stating the inducement appear by 
the entries to have been used. One is on a bailment, 
another on finding, and a third on purchase. But the 
precedents do not comprehend half the cases which 
might arise. Suppose a bailment were made to A., and 
that the goods, after passing through several hands, 
come into the hands of B. Could it be necessary to 
trace the p?ogr<iss of the goods through all the bands 
into which they had parsed 1 In this ease, I believe 
that the practice has been to declare upon a finding. a£| 
has been done in the present case, I am Bot eef<tain 
that the finding has not been literally proyed in this 
case : for it is not clear that the word ^' finding" i^ to be 
confined to the sense of picking up a thing which has 
been casually lost. The form of proceeding in tpo^er m 
rery material on this point, and seems to wftrrant us in 
considering the finding merely as induce{nent« To the 
present d^, no case has ever arisen in whioh it has 

L 2 been 
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been thought necessary , upon the plea of non ddinei, to 
prove precisely the finding alleged. This mode of de- 
claring seems to be adapted to cases the proof of which 
is difficult. Whether a special bailment ought to be 
set forth or not^ and whether such bailment might be 
traversed^ I will not say ; but I am far from saying that 
it might. But if it might, issue must be taken accord- 
ingly. With respect to declarations by an heir at law, 
it is true that the Plaintiff must give such a description 
of the goods as to shew that they belong to him as heir; 
and it may be required that he should shew how he is 
heir, and that the deeds relate to the lands of which he 
is heir. But here I entirely concur in thinking that 
sufficient proof has been given to entitle the Plaintiff 
to recover. 

Rule discharged. 



Nov. 27th. 

The mother of aa 
infant illegitimate 
child is entitled to 
the ooitodj of the 
child in preference 
to the father, though 
from his <^reom- 
stanoea he may he 
better able to eda- 
cateit. 



Ex parte Ann Knee. 

THIS was an application for an luibeas corpus to 
bring up the body of an infant illegitimate child, 
in order to restore it to the mother. It appeared by 
the affidavits, that the child had been placed by consent 
of the father and mother under the care of a nurse; 
that it was afterwards removed by the father to 
another woman ; that the father then went abroad, 
having entrusted Mr. Brandon, a friend, with the 
superintendance of the child; that Mr. Brandon (to 
whom the writ was prayed to be directed) wished to 
htfve the child placed with some person where the 

mother 
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mother could have access to the child, and under those 1804. 

circumstances was willing to pay for its maintenance, ^jT^'C^ 
but the mother insisted upon having it delivered up to amm Knbi, 
her. 

The child being brought up, and the mother being 
present. 

Shepherd Serjt. shewed cause, and urged that it would 
be for the benefit of the child that it should be placed 
with some person whom the father might approve, as 
the father, from his situation in life, was better able to 
maintain the child than the mother. 

Best Seij t^ contri, insisted upon the right of the mother 
to the custody of her own child, and referred to The 
King V. De ManneviUe, 5 East, 221., and The King v. 
Moseley, 5 East, 224, in notis, and The King v. Scper, 
5 T. R. 278. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. There is no affidavit 
before the Court to shew any ground of apprehension 
that the child would incur any danger from being left 
with the mother. It is not unlikely indeed that by 
granting this application we may be doing a great 
prejudice to the child, but still the mother is entitled 
to the child if she insists upon it. The application iu 
this case may have arisen from pure affection, and the 
mother may be disposed to take care of the child 'y but 
it is not probable that it will be so advantageously 
brought up under her care as under the care of some 
person whom the father approves of. It often happens. 
that the mother insists upon the custody of the child, 
not so much out of regard to the child itself, as with 
a view to make the father pay a sum of money 
towards its maintenance and education. Nevertheless 

i a the 
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1804» the mother must h^Ve the child unkss Bome ground be 

y^"^ laid b J iffidavit to prevent it* Let the child be deli- 
Ann Knki. vered to the mothen 

Accordingly, the other Judges being of the same 
opinion, the child was delivered to the mother in Couit. 

Vide T Bwt, 679. 
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LiTTLEDALE and Others, Assignees of Kbnyon« a 

Bankrupt, v. Dixon. /«■• ssd. 

THIS was an action upon a policy of insurance on in eflreeting • 
board the Cumberland, at and from Bof^adoes to ^^^Z^^l^wSi, 

Ldverpool. kavm, on • ship 

The caase was tried before Chambre J. at the GmldhaU " •* •»* '"» *»" 

bado€» to Liverpool" 

sittings after last Trinity term, when it appeared that the « broker's letter wis 
policy was effected at Whitehavtn, in ponsequence of a pro<ino«d, suting 
letter of orders written by a broker at Liverpool, on the ^„ not coppered, 
8th day of January, in which he said, " The Cumberland ^«t • rfow saOer ; 
we expect, will hare taken her departure from Barbadoes ^" *^|J^ ^^^^ 
on the 26th oT November. The Barton sailed on the 2Sth November ; 
24th, and arrived at Liverpool on Sunday last (5th of "* ^^ ^^ ^^^' 

' • coppered vessel 

and Tery fleet, whkh 
had sailed the 24tb firom Bmrbadou, bad arrived on the 5 tk Jmnmjf, bvt natice was taken of the 
Agreeable, another coppered and fleet vessel, which sailed the 29th November, having also arrived 
on the same day as the Borfon. After verdict for the Plaintiff, the Cowrt refiued to grant a new 
tfial on the groond of ooBoealment. 

L 4 ' January,) 
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LiTTLEDALE 

and Others 

V, 

Dixon. 



January), but she is coppered and a remarkably fleet 
vessel f that another ship called the Agreeable, which 
left Barbadoes on the 29th of Novembp-, had also arrived 
at Liverpool on the 5th of January, but that she also was 
coppered and a remarkably fast sailer ; that an entry of 
the arrival of both these vessels, on the 6th o( January, 
had been made in the broker's book at Liverpool: that 
the Cumberland was not coppered, and was full built, 
and a slow sailer ; and was not considered as a missing 
ship at the time when the letter of orders was written ; 
and it was sworn by a witness for the Plaintiff that the 
knowledge of the airival of the Barton and Agreeable 
could not vary the premium. The loss being proved, a 
verdict was found for the Plaintiffs. 



Shepherd Serjt. now moved for a rule nisi to set aside 
this verdict, and have a new trial ; insisting that the 
broker had concealed a material circumstance in omit* 
ting to state the arrival of the Agreeable, with which he 
was acquainted ; and that the terms of his letter were 
equivalent to an assertion that the Barton was the only 
ship which had arrived. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The sole question, 
as it seems to me, and which the jury alone was capa- 
ble of deciding, was whether the arrival of these two 
ships could be a ground for considering the Cumberland 
as out of time. On this point, this Court cannot over- 
turn the opinion of the jury. It is not because one or 
two ships had arrived three days before the insurance 
was ordered, that the Cumberland was to be consideied 
as a missing ship. The witness states, that if the un- 
derwriters had been informed of the arrival both of the 
Bartofi and Agreeable, it would not have made a diffei^ 
ence in the premium. Is there any case in which the 
single circumstance of the arrival of two ships has been 
considered as a matter necessary to be disclosed ? The 

jury 
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jury having decided upon the evidence before them, we 
ought not to disturb their verdict. 

Heath J. of the same opinion. 

RooKE J. There is no doubt of the general propo- 
sition that every material circumstance must be dis- 
closed ; but it was for the jury to say how far the cir- 
'cumstance in question was material ; and as they have 
decided upon it, what ground have we to say that they 
have done wrong ? 

ChambreJ. I was satisfied with the verdict. I 
left it to the jury to determine whether the broker had 
fraudulently suppressed the arrival of one ship when he 
communicated the arrival of the other. 

Shq>herd took nothing by his motion, (a) 

(a) Vide WiOa t. Glover, oMiep, 14. 
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Dixon. 



Jefferies V. Watts. 



Jam. STtb. 



THIS action was brought to recover the sum of ^ ^^ ■ Defendint n- 
21. 12s. 6d. for the cartage of a quantity of rags keep « warehome 
from the Totoer to Martin* s-lane. Cannon-street, in the within theoitjof low- 
city of Ijondon. A verdict having been found for the iher^^but^after thlT 
Plaintiff, a rule was obtained, calling on the Plaintiff to commenoement of an 
shew cause why the Defendant should not be exempted •ction agabsthim for 

^ ^ a small demand, tell 

the PlaifltiflT that he does not keep the warehouse in qoestion, and the PlabtiflT, upon inqnirj in the 
neighbourhood of the warehouse, oan obtain no inttlligenoe respecting the Defendant, the Court will 
D'lt, under the 39 4* 40 O, S. c. 104., exempt the Defendant from payment of costs on the ground 
of the verdict being under 5/., and that he ought to hare been summoned to the court of requests, (a) 



(a) And see SUplutu r, Dtnjf, 16 East. 147. 



from 
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from the payment of costs, pursuant to the 39 if 40 G.3* 
c. 104. «. 5. and 12. (public local), on the ground of the 
cause of action having arisen within the jurisdiction of 
the court of requests, and the Defendant's liability to be 
summoned to that court. It appeared that the rags had 
been carried by the Defendant's order to a warehouse in 
Maftin*s4ant, Canmn-streei : that a short time after the 
action was brought, the Defendant told the Plaintiff 
that he was not bound to pay for the carriage of the 
goods, as the goods and warehouse in MartuCs-iaie be- 
longed to a person of the name of Juda. This person 
was called as a witness at the trial, but instead of proving 
that the goods and warehouse belonged to him cdone, he 
swore that he and the Defendant carried on business as 
rag merchants at the warehouse in MartirCs4aM, under 
the name of Watts and Company. This application was 
made to the Court upon an affidavit, stating that the 
Defendant, together with the said Juda, kept a ware- 
house in the city of London, under the firm of WtUU and 
Company, before and since the commencement of the 
action. On the part of the Plaintiff, it was sworn that 
the Defendant lived in the parish of St. George% in the 
county of Middlesex, and kept a shop there ; that the 
Plaintiff did not know, at the time when the action was 
commenced, that the Defendant was concerned in the 
warehouse at Martnis^ane; and that upon inquiry in 
the neighbourhood, no intelligence could be obtained of 
any person of the name of Watts, 



Cockett Seijt. shewed cause, and insisted, that not- 
withstanding the affidavit of the Defendant, and the 
proof at the trial, that the Defendant was interested in 
the warehouse in Cannon-street, yet as that circumstance 
was not known to the Plaintiff, nor indeed publicly 
known at all, the Plaintiff ought not to be deprived of 
his costs, especially as the Defendant himself had, before 
the trial, stated that the warehouse belonged to Juda. 

Vaughan 
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Vaughan Serjt. contrd, argued that the statute left no 
discretion in the cou[rt ; that the Defendant's residence 
in Middlaex covld make no difference, the words of the 
statute being positive, '* that all peirsons keeping any 
warehouse, shop, shed, stall, or stand, or seeking a live- 
lihood, or trading, or dealing within the city, should be 
summoned to the court of requests for any debt under 
5/.,^ and that as it now distinctly appeared that the De- 
fendant did keep a warehouse, and carry on business, in 
the city of London, he was entitled to the benefit of this 
application. 



1805, 



jcffesiu 
Watts. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The 39^40G.3. 
appears to me to be an act equally beneficial to Plaintiffs 
and Defendants, as it is calculated to save expence ; but 
I think it unfortunate that the right to costs is not left 
to be decided by the certificate of the judge at the trial, 
to whom all the circumstances of the case must of course 
be best known. The act seems indeed to be rather loose 
in its directions how this question is to be determined. 
The object seems to have been to compel creditors to 
summon their debtors to the court of requests for debts 
under 5/., whenever such debtors keep shops in the city 
of London at which the creditors may summon them. 
Bat unless the act be construed to mean such a keeping 
of a shop or warehouse as may be known to the creditors, 
a creditor might often be placed under great difficulty. 
The question th^i is. Whether the Defendant in this 
case so kept the warehouse in Jdartiri^-lane that the 
Plaintiff might reasonably be supposed to know it. It 
often happens that several persons carry on business to- 
gether, where, by agreement, the house is to belong to 
one of them only, and the others may be little known. 
Here WatU resided in Middletex, and carried on business 
there ; he does not state how long he had carried on bu- 
siness in MartMs-lane, or that it was known to any one 
person in the neighbourhood. In common cases^ a ge- 
neral 
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neral affidavit might be sufficient ; but here the defence 
first intended to be insisted upon at the trial was that 
the warehouse belonged to Juda only, and that the De- 
fendant himself insisted upon this circumstance as a 
ground of excuse from being liable to the debt. That 
being so, there is an end of any right in the Defendant 
to insist upon the benefit of this act. The Plaintiff was 
of course ignorant of the Defendant's liability to be sum- 
moned to the court of requests, and the Defendant him- 
self misled him by his conversation. Upon the whole 
therefore, I do not think it made out that the Defendant 
so occupied this warehouse as to entitle him to the pri- 
vilege which he claims. 



Heath J. I am of the same opinion. 

RooKE J. Without going particularly into the case, 
in which I entirely concur with my Lord Chief Justice, 
I will only say, that not only must the fact exist that 
the Defendant kept a warehouse in the city of London, 
but that fact must be known, and I am not satisfied 
that it was known in the present case. 



Chambbe J. My opinion rather differs from that of 
my Lord Chief Justice, and my Brothers, for I think the 
act of pai'liament has said what shall be sufficient evi- 
dence of notoriety. It does not appear to me that the 
party is bound to give notice of his keeping a shop or 
warehouse ; but that having such a place, and using it 
as a place of dealing, is alone sufficient to bring him 
within the act. A man who keeps a stall or stand does 
not always put his name upon a board ; many trades are 
carried on in that way, and if a party so deals, he is 
within the act. This act leads to many inconveniences 
and much ezpence, which was not foreseen ; for instead 
of directing that the jury should find the. fact of resi- 
dence, the party is obliged to proceed by suggestion, 

which 



IN THE FOHTY-FIPTH YbAR OF GEORGE IIL 



167 



which is traversable* and may lead to another trial to 
try that fact. In the present case, the affidavit of the 
Defendant states that he kept a warehouse in Martin's- 
lane, and there carried on trade ; this is in the usual 
course, and all that is required. But the ground on which 
it strikes me that we may refuse this application is, that 
it appears from the Plaintiff's affidavit that he was misled 
by the declaration of the Defendant, which seems to me 
to amount to a waver of his right ; and it is more upon 
this ground than the other that I concur in thinking the 
rule should be discharged. 

Rule discharged. 



1805. 




Davison v. March. 

•^LiirTONSerjt. was called upon to support a rule 
* y nisi for discharging the Defendant on a common 
appearance, on the ground of the affidavit to hold to 
bail being defective. The objection was, that it stated 
the Defenduit to be indebted as indorsee of a bill of ex- 
change, without alleging the bill to have become due. 

Best Serjt. contrct. 



JmutMu 

An tffidftTit to hold 
to baO^ wliioh lUtod 
the Defendant to be 
indebted to the Plain- 
tiff as indonee of a 
billof exehange, with- 
oat aUeging the bill to 
hare beoome due, was 
held Bofficient. (e) 



The Court was of opinion that the affidavit was suffi- 
cient, and that the Plaintiff might be indicted for perjury 
if the bill was not due, inasmuch as the Defendant would 
not, in such case, be indebted to the Plaintiff as sworn. 

Rule discharged. 

<a) Bat see Jadutm r. Yaie, 2 M. & S. 148. HoicamU t. Lambkm, 
2 M. & S. 476. Edmardi ▼. Dick, S B. Ac A. 495. Mackm t. Fratr^ 
7 Taant. 17^ 
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FA. lit Christopher An drew v. Thomas Pearce, Executor 

of P. Best. 

ifteiiaiitinuuimde /COVENANT, The declaration stated, that by in- 
w^jJ^, *Jd™hiJ ^ denture, dated the 25th of Febmary 1764, P. Bnt. 
lessee assign over to the Defendant's testator, demised to one John Garland 
another, bnt before j^j j^j^ assiffus a Certain messuf^^e and tenement, com- 

snch assignment te- ^ ^ ^ 

nantintaU male dies mouly knownbytheuameof Xoioer J3o/£B^,in thecoontj 
witiiont issne male, of Corwuwfl, foF the term of 99 vcars, at the yearly rent of 

BO action of coTenant . 

npon the lease oan be 4/./ier omium. Covenanting that he, the said P. Best, at 
maintained against the the time of the grant and demise, had in himself good, 
gTmntoTbj 'snoh as- "g^^' ^^^ lawful and absolttte authority to grant and de- 
signee, tbeiease being mise the Said premises ; and also for the quiet enjoyment 
▼oi a e eo e ^f ^^ g^^ j^^ Gorlond^his executors, administrators, 

assignment, and no m- 

terestpassingnnderit and assigns, during the Said term, without the let, hin- 
drance, molestation, or denial of him the said P. B., his 
heirs and assigns, and of all and every other person what- 
soever ; that, by virtue of the said demise, the said John 
Garland, on the 25th of February 1764, entered into the 
said premises and became possessed thereof, and that af- 
terwards, viz. by deed of the 22d of June 1791, he as- 
signed to one JbAn Bennett, his executors, administrators, 
and assigns the said demised premises for the residue of 
his, the said John GarlamTs, term therein ; that John 
Bennett accordingly entered, and afterwards, viz. by deed 
of the 2d of November 1801, assigned to the Plaintiff, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns the said premises 
for the remainder of the said term then to come and un- 
expired ; that the Plaintiff accordingly entered and was 
possessed thereof until ejected therefrom. The decla- 
ration then alleged, '* that the said P. Best deceased, at 
the time of making the said indenture of lease, had not, 
nor had he, at any other time whatsoever, any right or 
title to the said demised premises, with the appurte- 
nances, or any part thereof, in him, the said P. Best de- 
X ceased 
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ceased, in his life time, or any authority whatsoever, 1805. 

whereby, or by virtue whereof, he, the said P. Best de- 
ceased, might or could lease or demise the said demised 
premises, or any part thereof, with the appurtenances^ or 
any part thereof, to the said John Garland, to hold the 
same, or any part thereof, to him the said John Garland, 
his executors, administrators, or assigns, from the said 
24th day of February 1764, for, and during, and unto the 
full end and term of 99 years from thence next ensuing, 
and fully to be onnplete and ended ; and that after the 
making of the said demise by the said P. Best deceased, 
and after the said Plaintiff became such assignee of the 
said demised premises as aforesaid, and during the con- 
tinuance of the said term, to wit, on the 1st day of Ja^ 
nuary, in the year of our Lcnrd 1802, at Bodmin aforesaid, 
in the county of Comvndl aforesaid, the said Thomas 
Pearce becatne and was lawfully and rightfully entitled 
to have and enjoy the immediate possession of the said 
demised premises, with the appurtenances, under and by 
virtue of a title thereto, in opposition to the said title of 
the said Plaintiff to the possession thereof; and the said 
Thomas Peorctf^ being lawfully and rightfully entitled to 
the said immediate possession of the said demised pre<- 
mises, with the appurtenances of the said Thomas Pearce, 
afterwards and while the said Plaintiff so was in posses- 
sion of the said demised premises, with the appurtenances, 
and before the expiration of the scud term of 99 years 
thereof demised by the said P. Best deceased as aforesaid, 
to wit, on, Ifc.** proceeding to state an ejectment for the 
premises by T, Pearce, and judgment against the present 
Plaintiff,and writ of possession in consequence; and con- 
cluding that the said P. Best deceased, in his life time, 
and the said T. Pearce, executor as aforesaid, since his 
death had not kept dieir covenant with the Plaintiff since ' 
he became assignee of the Covenant made by the said P. 
Best, in his life time, with the said John Garland and his 
assigns. 

' The 
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Andeew 

V. 

Pearce. 



The Defendant pleaded, ''that the said P. J3es/» men- 
tioned in the said declaration, at the time of making the 
said indenture of demise therein mentioned, and from 
thence until and at the time of his death hereinafter men- 
tioned, was seised in his demesne as of fee tail male of 
and in the said tenements, with the ap(>urtenances, men- 
tioned in the said declaration and in the said indenture 
of demise, that is to say, to him and the heirs male of his 
body lawfully issuing, and being so seised thereof, he, the 
said P. Best, afterwards and before the making of the 
said supposed indenture of assignment between the said 
John Bennett and the said Plaintiff, also mentioned in the 
said declaration (to wit), on the 4th day of June in the 
year of our Lord 1794, at, Sfc. died so seised of such his 
estate of and in the said tenement with the appurte- 
nances without heir male of his body lawfully issuing ; 
and so the said Defendant says that before the making of 
the said indenture of assignment between the said John 
Bennett and the said P laintiff, (to wit) on the said 4th day 
of Junem the said year of our Lord 1794, upon the death 
of the said P. Best, the said term of years in the said 
tenements, with the appmtenances, granted by the said 
indenture of demise mentioned in the said declaration, 
and the estate and interest of the said John Bennett in the 
same tenements, ceased, and became and were wholly 
void, ended, and determined.'' To this plea the Plain- 
tiff demurred, and the Defendant joined in demurrer. 



LemSerjt. in support of the demurrer. Whether the 
term of years became absolutely void or only voidable 
under the death of Peter Best, still his executor is liable, 
under the covenant, to make a compensation to the 
Plaintiff for having the term taken away from him befoi^e 
its natural expiration. It will be said that as the term 
was at an end upon the death of Peter Best nothing 
passed to the Plaintiff, and he is not assignee. But I 
contend that the Defendant is estopped from setting up 

that 
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that by way of answer which is the ground of complaint. 
P. Best covenanted that he had a right to demise for 
99 years, and the plea amounts to nothing more than 
stating a fact to have happened, which shews that the 
tide was defective. An indenture of demise estops both 
parties from saying any thing contrary to the demise ; 
thus in Palmer v. Ekim,2 Lord Haymond 1660., which 
was an action of covenant for rent, it was determined 
that the lessee could not plead that the lessor before 
the demise had conveyed away the premises in fee, for 
that such plea only amounted to nil habuU in taiemeniis, 
and that the assignee might take advantage of the 
estoppel as well as the lessor himself. 
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Praed Serjt. contfi. It is admitted that the. term of 
years became void upon the death of the tenant in tail ; 
the only question therefore is, Whether the executor 
be bound by the estoppel ? Where an interest passes 
by the indenture of lease, and that interest afterwards 
determines, the estoppel ceases. Thus it is said in 
Co- Liu. 47. b. '' If A.f lessee, for the life of B., make 
a lease for years by indenture, and after purchase the 
reversion in fee, and B. die, A. shall avoid his own 
lease, for he may confess and avoid the lease which took 
effect in point of interest and determined by the death 
of Br In the case of BrudneUy. IMferts, 2 Wih. 143., 
which was an action of covenant by the Plaintiff, as 
heir in reversion in fee to his father, who was the lessor, 
against Defendant, who was the lessee, the Defendant 
pleaded that the father was only tenant for life and that 
the lease determined at his death, and traversed that 
the reversion belonged to him. The Court agreed with 
the counsel for the Defendant, that during the life of 
the lessor the Defendant would have. been estopped, 
but he being dead, and the lease thereby at an end, 
the lessee was as it were unmuzzled, and not estopped 
to plead the truth. This doctrine is also clearly laid 

Vol. I. N.S. M down 
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having declared npon a lease by A. and B*f and it ap- 
pearing that A. was tenant for life, remainder to J3. in 

Pearcl fge, and that both joined in the indenture of lease, and 
that A. was still alive, it was resolved that it was the 
lease of A. during his life, and the confirmation of B. 
and after the death of A., the lease of B., and the con- 
firmation of wA. ; and it was adjudged against the Plain- 
tiff, for it was said that thongh the lease was by inden- 
ture, it should be no conclusion, for when the deed doth 
nothii]^ enure by passing of an interest, it shall not be 
taken to be any conclusion no more than the lease for 
years of lessee for life by deed indented shall be an 
estopped after his death. This doctrine is further con- 
finned in Blake v. Foster, 8 T.R. 487. 
On this day the opinion of the Court was delivered 

by. 

Sir James MaKsfield Ch. J. This is an action of 
covenant, and the declaration states that Peter Best in 
1764 demised the premises in question for 99 years to 
Jo/m Garland, and covenanted that he had good right 
to make such demise, and that Garland should quietly 
enjoy the premises during the said term ; that Garland 
in 1791 assigned to Bennett, and Bennett in 1801 as- 
signed to the Plaintiff, who was ejected by nomas 
Pearce under a title superior to that of Peter Best. The 
plea states that P^er Best, at the time of the demise, 
was seised of the premises in tail male, and, bef(»e the 
assignment by Bennett to the Plaintiff, died so seised 
without heirs male of his body, whereupon the term of 
years ceased and determined. Upon these pleadings, 
it is clear that Peter Best had no power to make a de- \ 
mise of these premises to continue fbr 99 years if he 
should die without issue male ; but that it was a good 
lease so Igng as he should live, and he might have lived 
\ till the end of 99 years. On this demurrer every fact 

is. 
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is admitted : it is clear therefore that at the time when 
Bennett assigned to Andrew, Bennett l|ad no interest in 
the premises ; the lease is stated tq h&ve become abso- 
lutely Toid by the death of Peter Beet without heir male. 
The lease then having become absolutely void, what 
could be the operation of the assignment by Bennett to 
Andrew? He could neither assign the lease nor any 
interest under it because the lease was gone. What 
right of any sort had Bennett? If any thing, it could 
only be a right of action on the covenant, and that 
could not be assigned by law. As the person who made 
the assignment bad no interest in the premises, the as- 
signment itself could have uq operation. Consequently 
there is no ground upon which the present action can 
be maintained, and therefore judgment must be given 
|br the Defendant. 

Judgment for the Defendant, 
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Stephen Luffkin and Others, E^eeutors of John Fe6.4ih. 

LuFFKiN, V. Thomas Nunn Esq. and John Han- 
son Esq. 

THE Lord Chancellor sent the following case to the a copyholder de- 
Court of Common Pleas. On the 28th of February Tf >»" /opj^oW to 

. . -^ J.S.io bold ft>r one 

1795, Elizabeth Hotchkm, widow (who is still alive), was year, tnd at the ead 

thereof, from year to 
ytmr, tm IS ymn mott. In ifil4 ymn, if the lord wovld grant lieeooa^ bvt to a« tt»t to create a 
forfeiture, and ooTenanted that the lesaee thonld qnieUj epjoy diiriog the term aforesaid ; and the 
lease contained many ooTenants and proTisoes applicable only to a lease for sereral years. After 
Ike nxpiaation of tho Sfst year, the eopyhold was pmnhaaed by the lonl, and sorrendered. to a 
trostee for him ; who immediately gaire a regnlar notice to quit to /. S*,^ no licence to let havug 
been obtained. Held that, npon the expiration of the notice, the tmst^ might maintain an eject- 
vsent ; andthat no aetion woidd lie on fbe corenaat finr ipdet eajdymimt. Though the contents of 
the lease were known to the lord befon he completed his pnrohas^, and thoogh the co? enaat of 
render against incnmbranees contained an exception of the subsisting lease under which the tenants 
then held. 
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'tenant for life of a messuage, tenement, and farm of about 
51 acres, called Blag^s Farm, situate at Great Bromley 
• in Essex, and holden at a small annual quit-rent by copy 
of court roll at the will of the lord, according to the cus* 
torn of the manor of Great Bromky, and the Defendant 
Hanson was before t&en, and still is lord of that manor. 
The case then set forth verbatim an indenture made on 
the 28thof Feftrtiory 1795, between EUzabethHotchkin and 
John Li^ffTm, whereby Elizabeth Hotchkin demised, grant- 
ed, and to &rm let unto the said John Luff kin, his execu- 
tors, and administrators all that messuage or tenement 
and farm, together with all houses, ^c. and appurtenances 
in Great Bromly, commonly called Blagg^s Farm, then in 
the occupation of the mdJohn lAi^fkin,\m under-tenants 
or assigns, with areservationof all timber and underwood, 
and liberty of ingress and egress to the said E&zabeth 
Uhtchkinznd her assigns, and the next immediate remsdn- 
der-man or reversioner, to have and to hold the said mes- 
suage, tenement, and farm, with the lands and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging, unto the said Join huffkin, 
iiis executors, and administrators, from the 29th day of 
'September 1794, for and during the full end and term of 
one whole year from thence next ensuing, and fully to be 
Complete and ended, and at the end of the said term of 
one year, from year to year, for and during the term of 
13 years more, in all 14 years, if the lord or lords, lady or 
ladies of the manor or manors of whom the said demised 
premises are holden will give licence and consent, and so 
as the same or any part or parcel thereof shall not become 
forfeited or liable to be forfeited, yielding and paying 
therefore, yearly and every year during the said term, 
unto the said Elizabeth Hotchkin and her assigns, for so 
long time as she the said Elizabeth Hotchkin shall live, and 
from and immediately after her decease unto such per- 
son or p^sons to whom the next immediate remainder or 
reversion of the same premises shall for the time being 
belong, the yearly rent or sum of 422. of lawful mqney of 

Great 
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Great Briiain, on the two most usaal feast days or times • 
of payment in the year (that is to say), the feast days of: 
the AnmmciationoftheBla9edVirpnMary,w[ii SLMichael 
the Afchangid, by equal and even portions, the first pay- 
ment to begin and be made on the feast day of the Anr 
nunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary next ensuing the 
date of these presents. Proviso for re-entry if the rent 
shall be in arrear 28 days« or if John Lifflcin shall assign 
the lease^ or demise or part with the occupation of thev 
premises without the licence in writing of EUzabeth 
Hotchkin, or her assigns, or the next remainder-man,* 
or reversioner, or if he shall commit waste or make 
breach of all or any of the covenants. And the said 
John Jjuffkin covenants to pay the rent during the said 
term to EUzabeth Hotchkm, or her assigns, and also all 
rates and taxes, and also at all times, during the said 
demise, to maintain and keep the messuage, bams, i^c. 
in tenantable repair, with thatching, daubing, and glaz- 
ing, and to keep in like repair the gates, fences, !sc. being 
allowed rough timber, and at the end or other sooner de- 
termination of the said demise quietly to surrender the 
premises so repaired to Elizabeth Hotchkin, or her assigns, 
or the next remainder-man or reversioner; and also to. 
spend upon the premises all manure, hay, and straw 
which shall arise during the demise ; and further, that 
he will not during the demise plough above 40 acres, 
of the land, nor take two crops of grain successively finooh 
any part thereof without summer tilling (turnips and: 
clover, pease and beans, if well hoed and kept free from: 
weeds,* not to be deemed a third crop), nor would fell 
any timber, or trees likely to become timber, under ape*t 
nalty of five pounds a tree to Elizabeth Hotchkin^ and her. 
assigns, or the next remainder-man or reversioner, nor as^ 
sign the lease, or any part of the premises, or part with the 
occupation thereof, or any part thereof, without licence 
obtained as aforesiud. And moreover that John. Luffhti^ 
his executors, and administrators, will, in the last year 

M3 of 
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of the demise, make and leare, and in an hnsband-like 
manner, ten or twelve acres of fallow land upon some 
part of the premises, being allowed for the same accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, and will permit the 
succeeding tenant to enter thereon in Jtdy, and pennit 
EKxabeth Hotchkin to sow clover and grass seeds in the 
last year of this demise at the same time the said Join 
Lifff^cm, his executors, or administratCNrs shall sow soft 
com ; ahd that he will not take any wood for firing, 
except what arises on making the fences, and the lops 
of trees for stakes which shall be spent upon the pre- 
mises* And the said EUzabetk Hotchkin, for herself, 
and her assigns, and the next remainder-man or rever- 
sioner, covenants to keep in tenantable repair the mes- 
suage, bams, S^. glazing, daubing, and thatching only 
excepted, and to allow to John iMffkm, his executors, 
and administrators, for the fallows out of the last half 
year's rent, according to the custom of the country; 
and in case rough timber shall not be assigned, on 
notice of fifteen days, will permit him or them to take 
the same^ and also will permit him or them to use the 
bam for thrashing, and a piece of ground to fodder his 
cattle till Lady'-dajf next after the expiration of the de- 
mise ; and that he, the said John Luffkin, his executors, 
and administrators, paying the above reserved yearly 
rent, and performing and keeping all Other the cove- 
nants and agreements hereinbefore contained, shall and 
may peaceably and qidetly have, hold, occupy, possess^ 
and enjoy all and singular the above-mentioned to be 
demised premises, with the appurtenances, for and 
during the term aforesaidf without the let, suit, trouble, 
denial, or disturbance of the said EUxabdh Hotchkin, or 
her assigns, or of the ponson or persons to whom the 
next immediate remainder or reversion of the same pre- 
mises shall for the time being belong, or of any other 
person or persons by her or their means, consent, or 
procurement* And lastly, it is hereby mutually agreed 

^7 
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by and between the said parties to these presents, and 
the said John Ijuffkin doth hereby, for himself, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, covenant, promise, 
and agree, to and with the said EHxabeth Hoichkm and 
her assigns, and to and with the person or persons to 
whom the next immediate remainder or reversion of the 
same premises shall, for the time being, belong, that 
he, the said John Lufflm, his executors, administrators, 
and assigns shall and will, in case the said Elizabeth 
Hoichkm, or Joseph Buckeridge (at present the next im- 
mediate person in remainder or reversion), or either of 
them, shall be minded or desirous, at any time or times 
during the said term hereby demised^ to possess or en- 
joy all or any part of the premises hereby demised for 
her or his own actual occupation, or for the purpose of 
building on, and do and shall give unto the said John 
Luffkm, his executors, administrators, or assigns 12 
months' previous notice in writing of such her or his 
intention, leave, surrender, and yield up into the hands 
of the said Elizabeth HotcAkm, or the said Joeeph Buck- 
eridge, all and every, or any such part of the Sfdd pre- 
mises hereby demised as shall in the said notice, so to 
be delivered, be specified and declared, she, the said 
Uizabeth Hotchkin, or the said Joseph Buckeridge, pay- 
ing unto the said John huffkin, his executors, admini- 
strators, and assigns such sum or sums of money, as a 
compensation for the giving up of the said premises, or 
any part thereof, as two persons, one to be chosen by 
each party, shall adjudge as a reasonable satisfaction 
for the same ; and in case of such two persons not 
agreeing, then such sum or sums of money as shall be 
agreed by a third person, to be chosen by such two 
persons not agreeing. And the said EUzabeth Hotchkin 
for herself, her executors, and administrators, doth co- 
venant, promise, and agree to and with the said John 
Luffhm, his executors, administrators, and assigns, that 
in case the said Elizabeth Hotchkin, or the said Joseph 

. M 4 Budceridge 
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Buckeridge, shall be so minded and desirous of taking 
all or any part of the premises hereby demised for the 
purposes aforesaid, and do and shall give and leave to 
and for the said John Lufflcm, his executors, administra- 
tors, and assigns such notice as aforesaid, that then, 
and in such case, she, the said EUzabeth Hatchkm, or 
the said Josq^h Budceridge, shall and will pay unto the 
said John Luffldn, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, all such sum and sums of money as the said 
arbitrators, so to be chosen, or in case of their differing, 
the said umpire, shall adjudge to be a reasonable com- 
pensation for the giving up all, or any part of the said 
premises, by the said John huffldn^ his executors, admi- 
nistrators, and assigns. In witness whereof, 4fc. 

The indorsement upon the above deed, which is in 
the same hand writing as the deed itself, is as follows : 



Mrs. Elizabeth Hoichkin, 
Widow, 

to 
Jfr. John Luffkin 



Lease of a farm at Great 
Bromley,from 
Michaelnuu 1794 

Teim 14 



Expiring Michaelmas 1808 



Yearly Rent £42 



No licence for this lease was obtained from the lord 
of the manor within the year, but the lessee entered, 
by virtue of the said lease, immediately after the execu- 
tion thereof, and continued possessed of the said pre- 
mises, without any new demise, till August ASOl, when 
he died, having made his will, and appointed the Plain- 
tiffs his executors, who regularly took probate, and have 
remained in possession ever since their testator^s decease. 

The 
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The Defendant Hanson having, on the 18ih of Sqftember 
1801, contracted, as well with Mrs. Hotchkin as with 
Lieutenant Colonel Buckeridge the reversioner, for the 
purchase of the before mentioned messuage, tenement 
and farm, together with 15 acres of other land, partly 
freehold and partly copyhold, of the same manor, in the 
occupation of one John Cowell, under a lease from Mrs. 
Hotchkin with a similar habendum^ they, by Mr. Hanson^s 
direction^ on the 10th February 1802, surrendered Blagg's 
Farm to the use of the Defendant Nunn, his heirs, and 
assigns, and Mr. ^iffnt was on the same day admitted 
as tenant thereof upon the court rolls. The purchase- 
money was paid by Mr. Hanson, for whom Mr. Nunn 
is merely a trustee. At the time when Mr. Hanson 
agreed for the purchase, a written contract was made 
containing an exception of all subsisting leases (if any 
there were), but before the payment of the purchase- 
money, or surrender at the manor court, an abstract of 
the title was delivered to Mr. Hanson's agent, in which 
the terms of the lease to Lnffkin were correctly stated, 
and in a deed from Mrs. Hotchkin and Colonel Buckeridge 
to Mr. Nunn, on occasion of the said purchase, dated 
the 17th March 1802, there is a covenant against in- 
cumbrances, with an exception of quit-rents and services 
to the lord of the manor. '' And also of the several and 
respective subsisting lease or leases, or agreements for 
leases, under which the present tenants now hold the 
same premises, or any of them." On the 19th March 
1802, Mr. Hanson served a written notice upon Mr. 
Nunn, that he, as lord of Great Bromley manor» would 
not grant licence or consent that Mr. Nunn, or any other 
copyholder of that manor, should demise copyholds 
therein for any term of years, and that he would not 
consent to the continuance of any under-tenancy longer 
than at will or from year to year. On the same day, 
Mr. Nunn signed a written notice to the Plaintiffs to 
quit Blagg's Farm on the 29th September following, 

which 
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which notice was served on each of them on or before 
the 23d of the same month of March. The quit-rent, 
payable for such farm, has been regularly paid by the 
Plaintiff's testator or themselres, and accepted by Mr. 
Hanton, to Old Mkhadmas 1802 inclusive. 

The questions for the opinion of the Judges upon the 
foregoing facts were, 

1st. Whether any ejectment would lie for the above 
messuage, or tenement, and farm, before the expiration 
of 14 years from the commencement of the lease ? 

2dly. Whether, if an ejectment would lie within the 
time and the tenant in possession should be evicted 
thereby, any action could be maintained on the cove 
nant for quiet enjoyment ? 



Bayley Serjt. for the Plaintiffs. I contend that no 
ejectment will lie before the expiration of 14 years ; 
and that if an ejectment will lie, an action may be 
maintained on the covenant for quiet enjoyment. A/tiim, 
being the assignee of Mrs. Hotchkm, must stand in the 
same situation as herself, and if she could not maintain 
an ejectment, neither can he. Now Mrs. Hotchkm 
could not, for she certainly contemplated a longer du- 
ration of the term than one year, as appears clearly by 
the power given to put an end to the lease on giving 
12 months' notice. I do not contend that the demise 
amounts strictly to a lease for more than one year, ex- 
cept upon an event. It is a distinct lease for one year, 
with a covenant not to disturb the tenant for a period 
of 13 years more. That covenant might be implied 
from the habendum which is to hold for one year, and at 
the end of that year for 13 years more, in all 14 years, 
so as not to be a forfeiture. But though the lease does 
not convey a strict legal right for more than a year (for 
if it did it would create a forfeiture), yet the effect of 
the covenant, that neither Mrs. Hotchkm, nor those 
claiming under her« will eject the lessee for 13 years 

more, 
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more, is to make Mrs. Hotchkin trustee for the lessee 
during that period. The principle, therefore, that a 
trustee shall not maintain an ejectment against his 
ce^ui que trust applies to this case. An ejectment is 
an equitable action, and if the effect of the deed, on the 
part of the lessor, amounts to a stipulation that he shall 
not bring an ejectment until the expiration of 14 years, 
the Court may give effect to that intention upon the 
same grounds that a trustee is prevented from main- 
taining an ejectment against his cestui que trust, not- 
withstanding he may have the legal estate. 



1805. 




Shepherd Serjt. contrd was stopped by the Court. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch^ J. The cases in which 
Judges have interposed to prevent a trustee from main- 
taining an ejectment have been confined to express 
trusts created in favour of the person sought to be 
turned out of possession, but the trust in this case is 
created by artificial reasoning, and indeed it is not clear 
in equity whether a trust is to be inferred, for if it had 
been, the case would probably not have been sent here. 
We are to consider, who has the legal estate, and what 
are the legal rights ; and unless it can be made out that 
the term mentioned in the covenant means an absolute 
term for 14 years, and not the term conditional men- 
tioned in the demise, I think the Plaintiffs must fail. 
If the Plaintiff's argument were to prevail, this deed 
would in effect operate as a lease for 14 years without 
licence, and yet not create a forfeiture, which is con- 
trary to decided cases ; ^f the effect of the deed were to 
enable the lessee to hold, and to preclude the lessor 
from maintaining an ejectment, it woul(^ be as much a 
lease without licence as if the lessee had held under a 
regular habendum tenendum. 

The following certificate was afterwards sent to the 
Court of Chancery. 

Having 
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Having heard counsel upon tbis case, we are of 
opinion. 

First. That an ejectment will lie for the above-men- 
tioned messuage or tenement, and farm, before the expi- 
ration of 14 years from the commencement of the lease. 

Secondly. That if the tenant in possession should be 
evicted by such ejectment, na action can be maintained 
on the covenant for quiet enjoyment. 

J. Mansfieldv 
J. Heath. 

O. ROOKE. 

A. Chambre. 



FA.iih. 



Marshall V. Birkenshaw. 



Dechrmtion itmtod ^ | ^HE first count of the declaration in this case stated, 
that PUintiff. at the J[ that whereas the Plaintiff heretofore, to wit, on, 

requett of £. H. and 

M.B,, loidandde- ^c, at, Sfc, at the Special instance and request of one 
lif er«d to tbeni goodi jg, B. and One M. JB., sold and delivered to the said 

of a certain Talao, 

and that, in oomide- ^' ^' ^^^ ^' ^' divers goods, warcs, and merchandizes 
ration thereof, and of the Said Plaintiff of great value, to wit, of, ^c whereof 

thi^i^rFiaintiff,at ^® ^^^ Defendant then had notice, and thereupon 

afterwards, to wit, on, 2fc., at, i^c., in consideration 
thereof, and also in consideration that the said Plaintiff, 
at the special instance and request of the said Defend- 
ant, would forbear and give day of payment of the said 
simi of money, he, the said Defendant, by a certain 
note or memorandum in writing, signed by him, the 
said Defendant, undertook and faithfully promised the 
said Plaintiff, amongst other things, to pay him the 



the reqneat of the 
Defendant, woold 
forbear and giTe day 
of pajrment of the 
■aid fom of money. 
Defendant, by a cer- 
tain note or memo- 
random in writing, 
aigned by him, vn- 
dertook to pay him 
the money and then 



aUeged, that Plaintiff, 

relying on the promiae of Defendant, did forbear and give day of payment of the aaid anm, ^. 
After Terdiot for Plaintiff the Coort refused to arreat the judgment, on the ground of the declara- 
tion not atatug to whom the forbearance was given, (a) 



(«) And aee WhiUkemi t. GrreclAmn, 2 Bhg. 464. 



said 
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said sum, ijc. (proceeding to state money due from E. B, 
and M, B. and the time and mode of payment for which 
the Defendant undertook). The declaration then al- 
leged that the Plaintiff, relying on the above promise 
of the Defendant, " did forbear, and from thenceforth 
** hitherto hath forborne and given day of payment of 
** the said sum of 1402. and the same, and every part 
** thereof, still remains due and unpaid to the said 
*' Plaintiff." 

The Plaintiff having obtained a .verdict upon this 
count. 



1806. 
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Vaughan Seijt. now moved to arrest the judgment, 
because the declaration did not state to whom the 
Plaintiff forbore and gave day of payment, and in sup* 
port of the objection relied upon the case of Jones v. 
AAlvrnham, 4 East^ p. 456. 

But the Court refused a rule to shew cause, observing 
that by necessary' intendment JB. jB. and M. B. must 
have been the persons to whom the Plaintiff forbore^ 
and that, though' not specifically alleged, yet it appear- 
ed to be so with sufficient certainty, t»z. certainty to a 
common intent ; they also intimated that at all events 
the defect in the allegation, if any, was cured by the 
verdict. 

Vaughan took nothing by his motion. 
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lo debt for dooMe "T^EBT foT i«nt. The first coant of the declaration 
t^l^a^iTzB. ^ »tated' " *»* heretofore and before the intennar- 



fj^i^ Lake tJ. Smith. 

D 

the piuBtiir, after riage hereinafter next mentioned, and before and at the 

Ih^*Sfa2Sr^e. *»™« ^ *^« P^"g o^ *•»« "<»**<* *° I*"* *°'* mating the 
ud her lahMqaeat demand of delivery of possesaion hereinafter also next 
i.ien>«TUge with mentioned, one Maria Smith, the wife of the Defendant, 

the DefeDdant, u- . .-^. . .^ 

leged in the fint but then Maria Pettii, bad been tenant to the Plaintitt 
oonnt a notioa to foy ^ te^m of vears (to wit), from year to year, of a cer- 

QQtt sod demand of. ••/• jii*i_ 

poiiesioB deUTeied ^^ tenement, consisting of a messuagcdwelling-honse, 
to the defendant and garden, and yard, with the appurtenances, situate in the 
llLi'tljSiS^ parishof&»rfGeofge,Sottf*.«ir*,intheconntyof5«- 
• notiee to qait wd ty, of the Said PIatnti£P, theretofore demised by the said 
de>ui|d of poMeedo. pi^jntiff to the Said Maria, determinable at the wiU of 

deliTered to the wife -l j r 

pienoos to her inter- the Said Plaintiff, or the said Maria, on the 24th day of 
marriage with the j^^ jj^ every year, upon a due notice being given by 

Defendant* Hud ./ .^ » «- i_ i 

that to rapport the cMier the Said Plaintiff, or the said Maria, to the other, 
aecond oonnt the wife ijjf ^ y^ar previous to the Said 24th day of June in any 

need not be joined ^ % t _^- % ^a-^^i. 

foroonformitj.and J^^s ^^ «™i under a Certain yearly rent, to wit, the 
that to rastain the yearly rent of twenty-two pounds of lawful money of 
action it WM not ne. ^ Britom, therefore payable by the said Maria to 

oessary to hate given ' * •' ^ 

notice to the hosband the said Plaintiff, to wit, at the parish aforesaid, in the 
Bnbaeqnenttothein. county aforesaid; and the said Plaintiff saith, that 

termamage. 

whilst the said iUaiiawas such tenant to him as aforesaid, 
and before the giving the notice to quit and making the 
demand of the delivery of possession hereinafter next 
mentioned, to wit, on the first day of December, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and two, at the parish 
aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, she, the said Maria, 
intermarried with the said Defendant. And that after- 
wards, to wit, on the second day of December in the 
year aforesaid, at the parish aforesaid, in the county 
aforesaid, and after the said intermarriage, and during 
the said tenancy, by virtue of the said demise and the 

reversion 
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the said Plaintiff, made a demand and gave notice in 
writing to the said Defendant, and Maria his wife, for 
delivering the possession of the said tenepients, with the 
appurtenances, to him the said Plaintiff on the twenty- 
fourth day of June then next, which was in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, and 
thereby the said demise and tenancy, on the day and 
year last aforesaid, at the parish aforesaid, in the county 
aforesaid, ended and determined ; yet the said Defend- 
ant, not regarding the premises, nor the statute in such 
case made and provided, nor fearing the penalty therein 
contained, after demand and notice in writing given as 
aforesaid for delivering up possession of the said tene- 
ments, with the appurtenances as aforesaid, to the said 
Plaintiff according to the said notice, did not deliver up 
the possession of the said tenements, with the appur- 
tenances, or any part thereof, to the said Plaintiff ac- 
cording to the said demand and notice in writing, but 
altogether neglected and refused so to do, and wilfully 
held over the said tenements, with the appurtenances, 
for a long space of time after the said twenty-fourth 
day of June in the said year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and three, to wit, for the space of five months then 
next following, and did thereby, during all that time, 
keep the said Plaintiff, so being entitled to the said 
tenements, with the appurtenances as aforesaid, out of 
the possession thereof, and the said Plaintiff doth aver, 
that the said ^iemised tenements, with the appurte- 
nances, so held over and from the possession whereof 
the said Plaintiff was so kept out as aforesaid, at and 
during the time of the holding over of the same, were 
of great yearly value, to wit, of the yearly value of 
twenty-two pounds, to wit» in the parish aforesaid, in 
the county aforesaid, by means whereof, and by force 
of the statute in such case made and provided, an aetion 
kath accrued to the said Plaintiff to demand and have 

of 
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of and from the. said Defendant the sum of eighteen 
pounds six shillings and eight pence of lawful money 
of Great Britain, parcel of the sum of one hundred and 
twenty-four pounds thirteen shillings and four pence 
above demanded, that is to say, at the rate of double 
the yeariy value of the said demised tenements, with 
the appurtenances, during the time the same were so 
held over as aforesaid.* The second count, after statr 
ing the tenancy of Maria Smith as before, proceeded 
thus, " And the said Plaintiff in fact says, that during 
the said tenancy last aforesaid, and before the inter- 
marriage hereinafter next mentioned, to wit, on the 
second day of December in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and two, at the parish afore- 
said, in the county aforesaid, the said Plaintiff made a 
demand and gave notice in writing to the said Maria 
for delivering the possession of the said tenements, with 
the appurtenances last aforesaid, to him, the said Plain- 
tiff, on the said twenty-fourth day of June then next, 
which was in the year of our Lord one thousand eignt 
hundred and three, and thereby the said last-mentioned 
demise and tenancy, on the day and year last aforesaid, 
at the parish aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, ended 
and determined. And the said Plaintiff in fact says, 
that after the giving the notice and making the demand 
as last aforesaid, to wit, on the twentieth dBy of June in 
the said year one thousand eight hundred and three, in 
the parish aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, she, the 
said Maria, intermarried with the said Defendant ; yet 
the Plaintiff, not regarding," Sfc. as before. There was 
a third count for use and occupation ; and a fourth 
upon a quantum meruit. 

The Defendant demurred to the two first counts, and 
assigned for causes " that it is not stated or alleged in, 
nor does it appear by or from the said first and second 
counts, or either of them, that any demand or demands 
for delivery of the possession of the said premises or 

either 
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either of them, or any part thereof, was or were made 1805. 

by the said Plaintiff, or his agent or agents thereunto 
lawfully authorized, at or after the expiration of the said 
tenancies, or either of them, in the said first and second 
counts mentioned ; nor does it appear in, by, or from 
the said first and second counts, that any demand of 
the possession of the said premises, or 8(ny part thereof, 
was erer made of or upon him the said Defendant. 
And also for that, on the contrary thereof, it appears 
in, by, and from the said first and second counts, that 
the said Plaintiff demanded the possession of the said 
premises before th6 said Defendant was interested 
therein; and also before the said Plaintiff was entitled 
to such possession ; and also for the said first and se- 
cond counts are in other respects informal, uncertain, 
and insufficient.'' 

To the third and fourth counts the Defendant pleaded 
fdl debet. 

The Plaintiff joined in the demurrer and the issue. 

Best Serjt. in support of the demurrer. The Plaintiff 
in this case has joined two counts which ought not to 
have been joined. The first is founded upon a notice 
to quit, given after the intermarriage between the De- 
fendant and his wife to them ; and the second, upon a 
notice given to the Defendant's wife before the mar- 
riage. In the latter case, therefore, the Defendant's 
wife ought to have been join^d for conformity. 

But the Court said, that the offence was not complete 
until the day for delivering possession had arrived, the 
offence itself consisting in not complying with the de- 
mand to deliver possession at the time when it ought to 
be complied with. And that, as the estate was in the 
husband's possession at the time when the possession 
was to be delivered, the offence was committed by 
him. 

VOL.LN.S. N Best 
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1806. Bes^Seijt. then insisted that if the husband was liable 

to be sued alone, a demand ought to be made upon him; 
and that the second count was bad for want of averring 
such demand : that the words of the statute (a) were, 
'' that if any tenant shouU hold over after demand made 
and notice in writing giren for delivering possession, he 
shall pay to the person kept out of possession double 
the yearly value.'' And although Lord Mantfidd had 
decided in the ease of WUkbisony. ColUy, 5 Burr. 2694. 
that a notice in writing was itself a sufficient demand, 
yet that decision was not applicable to the present case, 
where the notice was given to one party, and an action 
for the double value brought against another ; that al- 
though the statute was in some respects to be consi- 
dered as a remedial law, the action being given to the 
party grieved, yet that it also operated as a penal law 
upon the tenant^ double rent being in the nature of a 
penalty, consequently the tenant could never be made 
a delinquent without a demand ; that no inconvenience 
could arise from requiring such a demand, since it 
would not be neoessary that such demand should be 
made till the expiration of the tenancy, and the Plain- 
tiff would have no more difficulty in ascertaining upon 
whom to make the demand than against whom to bring 
his action. 

Mardmlt Seijt. etmiri. was stopped by the Court 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. I do not think that 
it was necessary to make a demand on the husband; the 
husband and wife are one person : the husband comes 
in under the wife ; he takes her estate, and can only 
take it in the same right in which c^ had it. If a 
woman, being tenant from year to year, receive six 
months' notice to quit at the expiration of the year, 

(«)4 <7ro.8. C.88. f.l. 

and 



IN THE FORTY-PIFTH YeaB Of GEORGE III. 



179 



and then manry^ can it be stud that the husband has a 
right to hold orer after the expiration of the year? 
The 4 6.2. has been considered to be a remedial law. 
Lord Man^idd, in the case of WiOmsm y. CoOof, said 
that it was not like a penal law where a punishment is 
imposed for a crime« but that a remedy was given to 
the party grieved. Great inconvenience might arise 
to landlords if a fresh demand were deemed necessary, 
since they may not know whether their tenant is mar- 
ried or not. In the common case, if a tenant receives 
notice to quit, and does not comply with it, he is liable 
to pay double the yeariy value for every year that he 
holds over« and this is recoverable by action. If a man 
marry a woman« who is tenant to another, he is bound 
to enquire under what conditions she holds the estate, 
whether from year to year, when the year ends, and 
whether she has received any notice to quit. The ob- 
ligation of the woman to pay double the yearly value, 
in case the notice be not complied with, can never be 
got rid of by the husband's omitting to make inquiry, 
or the wife deceiving him, or concealing the notice to 
quit. As to a demand upon the husband, aftet the ex- 
piration of the year, it does not occur to me how it can 
operate ; the oflbnce is complete, if at all, at the end of 
the year, and if the husband be not then liable, I do 
not see how he can be made so afterwards. 



1806. 




ChambreJ. Thacase strikes me rather differently; 
I am not aware that any delay or inconvenience can 
arise from requiring a fresh demand to be made upon 
the husband. Whomsoever the landlord finds in pos- 
session he may require to deliver up the premises* 
The words of the statute required a demand to be 
made ; they are, '' after demand made and notice in 
writing given for delivering possession." The case of 
Witkmon v. CoOey was a strong decision in the land- 
lord's favour. I think, however, that the Court was 

N 2 right 



180 



CASES IN HILARY TERM 



1805. 




right in considering the statute as a remedial law. 
They therefore held that a notice to quit included a 
demand. But still it appears to me that a demand 
ought to be made upon the party against whom a 
penal action is to be brought. This is not an action 
for double rent, but for double the yearly value. 
There is a distinction between the 4 G. 2. and the 
11 G. 2. The 4 G. 2. i-elates to notice given by the 
landlord, where it may be presumed that the premises 
are of greater yearly value than the rent paid. The 
11 G. 2. relates to notice given by the tenant, and that 
statute gives a remedy by distress which might affect 
the property of other persons. This circumstance ope- 
rates strongly on my mind. For the two statutes being 
in pari materid, may be considered as throwing light on 
each other, {a) It seems to me, therefore, that a de- 
mand ought to have been made upon the husband. 



Heath J« I cannot see any reason for two demands. 
The act speaks of one only, and that may be made 
before the expiration of the term, and that has been 
made. The estate of the husband is a continuation of 
the wife's estate. The double value has been called a 
penalty ; and it is so in some degree, but the law is also 
a remedial law. 



RooKB J. If the case of Wilkinson v. Colley by law, 
I think that it decides the present case. That case has 
determined that nothing more is required than that a 
notice to quit should be given to the tenant; and if he 
do not quit, he is liable to pay double the yearly value ; 
and the statute was there considered as a remedial 
rather than a penal law. The act indeed does give a 

^4) See the ease of Tunmuu v. Boielu9n, % Bmr, 60S. where Uie two aets 
of 4 0. 2. and 11 0. 2. were manh conaidered and oommented upon bj (he 
Court, and wer« held not to be so far acta ui pari nuUerid aa to make a notiee 
m^Btking neceaaarj under the latter act becanae raqnired by the liraL 

penalty. 



Smith. 
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penalty, but it is to the party grieved ; and this is a 
distinction which has often been taken between reme- 

Lakb 

dial and penal laws. Here the tenant receives a notice v, 

to quit, and then marries. How is the landlord to 
know whether his tenant be married or not, and if the 
demand be not made before the expiration of the term, 
the penalty is not saved. The husband, when he mar- 
ries, takes his wife with all her debts ; he is quite as 
likely to know this obligation to deliver possession, as 
the bond and simple contract del>ts of his wife, and yet 
it is not necessary to make a demand upon him before 
an action is commenced for such debts. For these 
reasons, I think that judgment should be given for the 
Plaintiff. 

Judgment for the Plaintiff. 




Scott and Another v. Thompson. f«5. stb. 

THIS was an action on a policy of insurance, dated ^*^^^7 «»> goods 

16th September 1801, at and from Liverpool to ship ^m* J*, to a" 

Amsterdam, against sea-risk and fire only, upon goods on " against sea-risk 

board the ship or vessel, called the Sophia Frederica, at J^^ ooaree^'of the" 

three guineas and an hM per cent. The Defendant un- ▼ojrage from ^i. to 

derwi-ote for 200/., and the interest was averred to be f ' ^'^ ^^'f r"" *^" 

ried oat of the coarse 

in the Plaintiffs. The action was brought to recover of the Tojkge by « 
an average loss sustained by sea-damage. The cause ^"^^'* •^'P' ^"^ ^^« 
came on to be tried the 21st day of December 1804, she^eId^*onthe 
before Chambre J. and a special jury, when a verdict the voyage insored ; 
was found for the Plaintiffs, by consent, for 200/., to be "g. il.^ ;o^r!^,^ 
reduced by a reference in respect to the amount, in sastaJned sea- da- 
case the Court should be of opinion that the Plaintiff ""•« • ' *:*'^ **»»^ ^ 

f r. 11 mi_ nnderwnters were 

was entitled to recover upon the foUowmg case. The UaWe for this loss. 
Defendant underwrote the policy in question for '200/., 
and received the premium ; the ship was a neutral ves- 
sel belonging to Dantzic ; 164 caaes of Ifavannah sugar, 

N3 at 
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ftt the value of 1409/. U. lid., the property of the 
Plaintiffs, were shipped at Liverpool for Amdardam 
previous to the voyage, which wave loaded under his 
majesty's licence for the voyage, and were the subject 
of the insurance. On the 22d September 1801, the said 
vessel and cargo sailed firooi Liverpool upon the said 
voyage, staunch, strong, in good order and conditioii^ 
and well and sufficiently provided in all respects. About 
10 A. M. on the 1st Odober, in the course of the said 
voyage, the said vessel was boarded by his majesty's 
brig Raven, commanded by Captain Jamee SaunderB^ 
who took possession of the Sophia Frederiea, and car* 
ried her, against the will of the captain and crew, out 
of the course of her voyage to Amsterdam, into Fabmmth, 
where she arrived about 12 at night, the same day, in 
possession of and under the direction of the officers of 
his majesty^s said ship the Raven, who moored and de- 
tained her there until the 12th November 180 1 . On the 
12th November, she was released and immediately pro- 
ceeded from Fabnouih for Amsterdam. On the 20th 
November, being off the coast of Holland, she was there 
detained by tempestuous weather until the 24th, during 
which time she sprung a leak, and on the 24th Novemr 
ber she arrived at Amsterdam, and unloaded her cargo, 
which was found to have sustained sea-damage ; but it 
was admitted on the part of the Plaintiff, that no part 
of such sea-damage happened before her detention by 
the brig Raven. When the said vessel sailed from 
Liverpool, she was furnished with all the proper docu- 
ments for the said voyage, which were on board her at 
the time of the said detention. On the part of the De- 
fendant, it was contended that the said ship, being so 
taken out of the course of her voyage to Amsterdam into 
Falmouth, was a deviation, and put an end to the insU' 
ranee. The question for the opinion of the Court was. 
Whether under the circumstances of this case, the 
Plaintiffs were entitled to recover? If the Court 

should 
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should be of opinion that the Baid goods were covered 
by the insurance, after the ship was so taken out of 
the course of her voyage, a verdict was to be entered 
for the Plaintiffs for such damages as the arbitrator 
should find due. If the Court should be of opinion 
that the insurance was determined by the above cir- 
cumstance, then the verdict to be entered for defendant. 
It was agreed at the trial, that at the desire of either 
party, this case might be turned into a special verdict. 



1805. 

Scott 
and AMOtfaer 

•. 
TaoMPsoN. 



Bmfkjf Serjt for. the Plaintiffs. The only question 
arising upon this -case is. Whether the underwriters are 
discharged on the ground of the injury having happened 
to the cargo out of the direct course of the voyage, and 
in a place to which the ship would not have gone but 
for the forcible interference of the cruizer by which she 
was detained ? Deviation may be excused by the cir- 
cumstances which caused it, as if it be to seek convoy 
or to avoid a storm. In I^on v. Brogden, 2 Str^ 1264., 
where a policy was effected on a ship, carrying letters 
of marque, from Bristol to NetrfanndUaul, and the orders 
of the owners were to put a few hands on board any 
prize that might be taken, and send her to Brisiol, but 
that the ship should proceed to Newfoundland; notwith* 
standing which, the crew obliged the captain to go back 
to Bristol with a prize taken in the voyage, and in so 
doing the ship insured was captured ; it was held that 
this deviation was excused on account of the force ex- 
ercised on the captain. In this case the deviation is 
excused because it was unavoidable; and if so, the 
voyage was not thereby put an end to. Notwithstand- 
ing this policy is confined to sea-risk and fire, the un- 
derwriters take upon themselves any loss arising from 
either of these causes, though occasioned by a delay 
and protraction of the voyage, which may be ascribed 
to some other cause. Suppose the insurance to have 
been against fire only, and that, on the eve of the ship 

N 4 sailing, 
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sailing, she had met with an accident which had de- 
layed her voyage, and then she had proceeded and been 
destroyed by fire, can it be doubted that the under- 
writers would have been liable ? The case of Driscol v. 
Pasmore, 1 Bo».&; Pull 200, and Dmcoly.Baml, 1 Bos. 
tf Pull. 313. proceeded upon principles similar to those 
which governed the case of JSfton v. Brogden. In those 
cases the question turned principally upon the return of 
the ship to Lisbon (the voyage being from Lisbon to 
Madeira, from Madeira to Saffi, and from thence back 
to Lisbon) because at Madeira the crew, being alarmed 
by reports of cruizers off Sqffi, quitted the ship and re- 
fused to return, unless the captain would promise to sail 
immediately for Lisbon ; and in the latter case Mr. Jus- 
tice JBu/iler said, ''Whether the deviation were justified 
by necessity or not rests upon one plain fact, viz. that, 
on receipt of the intelligence of some Moorish cruizers 
being off Saffi, the crew refused to proceed. What then 
could the captain do but return V Now in those cases 
the underwriters incurred greater risk in consequence 
of the return of the ship, and yet they were held liable. 
Suppose a ship insured from all perils, except fire, and 
that, when she is about to sail, a fire should happen, 
and the ship be prevented from sailing so soon as she 
would otheiwise have done, and that, after being re- 
paired, she should sail and be lost ; in such case, the 
underwriters would be liable, and yet their situation 
would be different from what it would have been if no 
fire had happened, and the ship had sailed at the pe- 
riod she first intended. 



Best Serjt. for the Defendant. No case has been cited 
in which underwriters have been called upon to pay 
under circumstances similar to those which have hap- 
pened in this case, and it is clear that the underwriters 
on this policy did not contemplate the loss which has 
happened. Had not the ship been interrupted in her 

voyage 
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voyage and detained, she would have reached the end of 
her voyage before the time at which the loss happened. 
On what principle of justice then are the underwiters 
called on to pay in consequence of this accident? Are 
they to be held liable for all risks arising from detention^ 
though the policy is confined to sea-risk only? If the 
argument of the Plaintiffs prevail^ there will be no ne- 
cessity hereafter to introduce the word '' detention of 
princes'* into a policy, for without these words the 
assured will be protected from that peril. The principle 
upon which underwriters are discharged by a deviation 
is, that another voyage is substituted. Now suppose the 
ship in this case to be detained five years, and then to 
proceed to her original destination, would the voyage 
still be the same ? That deviation is justified where it 
arises from necessity cannot be doubted ; but then the 
deviation must be for the benefit of all the parties to 
the contract. Deviation to avoid capture or a storm 
proceeds upon that principle; but no case can be cited 
to shew that a deviation is excused which is to avoid a 
peril to which the underwriter will not be liable if it 
happen. That circumstance distinguishes this case from 
Elton V. Brogden, Driscoly.Pas^nore, andDmco/v.JBotw/. 
On this day the opinion of the Ck)urt was delivered by 



1805. 

Scott 
and Another 

p. 
Thompson. 



SirJAMEsMANSFiELD Ch. J., who, after stating the 
case, proceeded thus. For a short time I entertained a 
doubt whether on this limited policy the Plaintiff was 
entitled to recover. Th^| doubt arose from not having 
sufficiently attended to the circumstances of the case ; 
and the argument and authority cited have satisfied me 
that the Plaintiff is entitled to recover. The only ques- 
tion is. Whether, as the ship was taken out of her course 
by the captain of the king's ship and detained at JPa/- 
numth, and the voyage was thereby made longer than it 
would otheiwise have been, the underwriter is relieved 
from his obligation to indemnify the assured during the 

remainder 
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remainder of the Yoyc^e? Nothing is more clear than 
the general principle that a deyiation never pats an end 
to the insurance, unless it be the Yoluntary act of those 
who have the management of the ship. Here the state 
of the case excludes the idea of the deviation (as the 
going to Falmouth has been called ) having been voluntary. 
The ship was carried there by force, and without any 
consent of those who had the management of the ship. 
Deviation occasioned by force> and deviation occasioned 
by necessity are the same; for necessity is force. It is 
no matter whether it be the want of repair, or any other 
immediate danger, which renders the deviation necessary. 
When the deviation is necessary and unavoidable, it has 
no effect on the obligation of the insurer. Three or four 
cases have been cited. The last of them, namely, Dmcol 
r.Passmore, proceeded upon the same principles as that 
of Elton V. Brogden in Strange, and both cases are distin* 
guishable from this. In one of those cases there was a 
deviation, the ship having been carried back to Bristol; 
and in the other, the ship was forced to return by the 
crew. Though at 6rst it struck me that there was some- 
thing like a difference between a limited and a general 
policy; yet, on further consideration, I do not think 
that there is any difference. In the case otEltonY. Brogden, 
the Court do not seem to have considered the act of the 
crew as amounting to barratry ; and indeed it would be 
difficult to make it appear that it was barratry. Assum- 
ing then that there was no barratry in that case, there 
is no ground for making a diitinction between the pre- 
sent case and that of a general policy. Indeed, if the 
act of the crew in Elton v. Brogden had amounted to 
barratry, it could have made no difference. It seemed 
to me at first that if a Defendant in an action on a ge- 
neral policy of insurance should insist upon a deviation, 
it might be answered that such deviation was occasioned 
by barratry, which was another risk for which the under- 
writer would be liable on the policy. But that would 

be 
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be no answer; since it would amount to charging the 
nnderwriter under a declaration upon a Bea-risk* for 
barratry to which he could not be prepared to answer ; 
and he never could be liable, directly or indirectly » on a 
declaration which had only led him to defend himself 
against a sea-risk. Consideong this case, therefore, and 
the other cases which have been decided, I do not find 
anything like a real distinctionbe tween the present insur- 
ance and the ordinary insurance, including all the risks 
which are inserted in the policies in general. We are there- 
fore of opinion that the Plaintiff is entitled to recover. 
Per Curiam, Judgment for the Plaintiff. 

The Court gave leave to the Defendant to turn the 
case into a special verdict. 



1805. 

Scott 
and Aaother 

Thompson. 



Newton v. Young. 

THIS was an action of replevin, wherein the Plaintiff 
declared that the Defendant, on the 8th day of 
Naoember 1802, took the Plaintiff's catUe in a certain 
place called Boddls Ground, in the parish of Metkwold, 
in the county of Norfolk, and unjustly detained, &c. 

The Defendant avowed that he took the cattle, and 
detained the same by the authority of a certain act of 
parliament which was made and passed in the 35th year 
of the reign of his present majesty for improving the 
drainage of the middle and south levels, part of the great 
level of the fens called Be^ord Level, and the low lands 
adjoining or near to the said levels, as also the lands 
adjoining or near to the river Ouze, in the county of Nor- 
folk, drawing through the same to the sea by the harbour 
of Kin^s loftm, in the said county, and for altering and 
improving the navigation of the said river Ouze, from or 
near a place called Eau Brink, in the parish of Wiggenr 
ball SLMary, in the said county, to the said harbour of 
Kii^s Lyon, and for improving and preserving the navi- 
gation 



FA, 9tb. 

Commiiiiooenf 
under an act of par* 
lisment, direotiag 
them jearl J tod 
ererj jear to rate, 
charge, tax, and 
aaseia oertain landa 
for a certain noaiber 
of jean, haying 
omitted to make anj 
rate or aasessment 
for iereral years, at 
length made an assesa- 
ment for one jear, 
and added to it the 
arrears of the past 
years, and leried for 
the assessment so 
made inclading such 
arrears. Held that 
BO arrears ooold he 
dae for the years re- 
specting which no 
assessment had been 
made, and that the 
distress was there- 
fore bad. 
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gation of the several riyers communicating with the said 
river Ouze, for and in the name of a distress, as well for a 
certain large sum of money (to wit) the sumof 37/. 12s lOd. 
for so much money theretofore duly taxed, chained, and 
assessed under and by virtue of the said act, upon cer- 
tain lands of which the said place in which, &c. from the 
time of the making of the said act, hitherto hath been and 
still is parcel, as also for a certain penalty, at the rate of 
3s. 4d. for every 20s. of the said sum of 37/. 12s* lOd., in- 
curred and forfeited under and by virtue of the said act, 
by reason of the non-payment of the said sum of 
37/. 12s. lOd, And the Defendant also made cognizance 
to the same effect with his avowry. The Plaintiff replied 
respectively, de vyuria sua .propria, and issues were 
thereupon joined. 

The cause came on to be tried at the last assizes for 
the county of Norfolk, before Mr. Justice Grose, when a 
verdict was found for the Plaintiff, damages Is., subject 
to the opinion of the Court, on the following case : 

The lands, in respect of which the distress was taken, 
are part of certain lands called Metkfoold Severals, in the 
parish of Metkwold, in the county of Norfolk, and were, 
from the time of passing the said act referred to in the 
pleadings, to the time of taking the distress, held under 
a lease from the crown by Rkhard PaidJodrell esquire, 
and were occupied during the whole of that period by the 
Plaintiff as his tenant thereof. They are within the 
boundary of the act, and within the jurisdiction of the 
commissioners of drainage mentioned therein. They are 
also included in what is called jPe/ific^// first district, and 
also in what is called the second district, in the assess- 
ments hereinafter mentioned; the said commissioners 
having, for the purpose of convenience, divided the whole 
tract of land which is subject to the provisions of this 
actinto eleven districts. The Defendant has always been^ 
since the passing of the act, the sole collector of taxes 
duly appointed for the second district aforesaid. 

The 
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The 58th section of the act enacts, that the lands and 1805. 

grounds particularly specified and described in the be- 
ginning of that section (of which the premises in ques- 
tion are parcel) should yearly and every year, for the 
space of 15 years (which has since been extended to 
the ^enn of ten years by the 36 Geo. 3. c. 3, to be com- 
puted from the2 4th of June 1795), be and the same were 
thereby rated, charged, taxed, and assessed ; and the 
said commissioners fordrainage were thereby required to 
rate, tax, chaige, and assess the same during the said 
term with a yearly tax, not exceeding 4d. for and upon 
every acre of the said lands and grounds, as well com- 
mons as severals, which said tax so to be assessed, 
rated, and charged, was, in respect to any lands or 
demise from his majesty, to be paid by the lessees 
thereof, so long as they should continue lessees of the 
same ; and on all other lands, should be paid by the 
respective ownera or occupiers of the said lands and 
grounds so to be charged therewith yearly during the 
said term, the first payment thereof to begin and be made 
on the 24th of June 1795, and the remaining payments 
on the 24th day of June in each successive year, to such 
person or persons as the said commissioners for drain- 
age from time to time should appoint to collect and receive 
the same, to be applied to the purposes of the act. No 
assessment was made by the commissioners for the 
years 1795, 1796, 1797, and 1798, except as hereinafter 
stated. 

The first assessment made by the said commissioners 
of drainage, under the said act, bears date the 7th day 
of July 1800, and purports to be a rate of 4J. per acre 
peranimm on all such fen lands and low grounds subject 
to inundations, lying within the boundary of the said 
act in the district called the second district, for one year, 
commencing the 24th of June 1798 and ending 24th June 
1799, with an account of the arrears then due, and 
charges particular sums on the persons and lands 

therein 
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ilt^ Jadre« esquire. 

The second assessment made by the commissioners 
bears date the 7th day of AuguU 1801, and purports to 
be a rate of Ad. per acre jier amumy on all such fen lands 
and low grounds (subject to inundations) lying within 
the boundary of the said act in the district called the 
second district, for one year, commencing the 24th 
June 1800, and ending 24th Jme 1801, with an account 
of the arrears then due, and this assessment is also 
made on Bichard Pan/ Jod>«ff esquire. 

The third assessment made by the said commissioners 
bears date the 26th o( August 1802, and purports to be 
arate of 4i an acre per amum, on all such fen lands 
and low grounds, subject to inundations, lying within 
the boundary of the said act, in the district called the 
second district, for one year, commencing the 24th June 
1802, with an account of arrears then due; this assess- 
ment is made on the Plaintiff by name. 

These three several assessments were made at ad- 
journed quarterly meetings, duly holden and duly 
adjourned, and due notice was given of the same ; and 
also notices for the paymentof the several taxes assessed 
in and by those three several assessments were respec- 
tively published and given, according to the directions 
of the act in that behalf. 

On the 8th of November 1802, the said taxes and 
arrears not having been paid according to the notices, 
the Defendant distrained the Plaintirs cattle, under a 
warrant or precept under the hands and seals of five of 
the said commissioners of drainage for 37/. 12s. lOd. 
for eight years* drainage tax, chaiged upon the Plaintiff 
for 282a. Ir. 19p. ; and also for 6/. 6s. 5 jrf., being a pe- 
nalty of 3s. 4d. for every 20s. incuired by non-payment 
of the said tax, and notice of the distress, together with 
an inventoiy of the catUe distrained, was in due manner 
served upon the Plaintiff. 

No 
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No otber sum was ever demanded of the Plaintiff 1806* 

than the above sums of 372. 12s. lOd. and 61. 6$. S^d. 

About 20,000/. have been raised upon the country 
under the tax of 4fil. per acre» and about 18«000/. of this 
sum have been already expended by the commisBioners, 
the greater part of which has been applied in discharge 
of the expences of obtaining the act, which was con- 
tested in three successive sessions, and the greater part 
of the residue in payment of the expences since incurred. 

At the time of making the distress the commissioners 
had about 1200/. or 1400/. in the hands of their treasurer. 

The question for the opinion of the Court is. Whether 
the Plaintiff is entitled to recover? 

This case was twice argued ; first in Trimty term last 
by Sellon Seijt. for the Plaintiff, and Bayley Serjt. for 
the Defendant, and now in this term by Best Serjt. for 
the former, and hetu Seijt. for the latter. 

ArgumenUfor the Plamtfff*. The warrant for distress, 
on which the Defendant relies, is bad, inasmuch as it is 
founded not on one, but on three distinct rates, and each 
of those rates comprises several years. For four years, no 
assessment whatever appears to have been made, and 
then, at the end of the fifth year, the commissioners 
assess {<x the year inmiediately gone by, and also include 
the arrears of the four years during which no assessment 
was made. The same observation applies to all the 
assessments. Now, the power given to the commis- 
sioners by the act is to make a rate ** yearly and every 
year," and not to make a rate for a period longer than 
a year. Indeed it appears to have been the intention of 
the legislature that the rate should be made from time 
to time at certain stated periods, and that the commis- 
sicmers should be prevented fix>m making one sweeping 
rate just as it should suit their convenience. If it were 
otherwise, the tenant might be obliged to pay a heavy 
charge upon the land, which he woulii have no means 

of 
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of reimbursing himself by means of deduction from his 
rent ; for the lands upon which the charge is imposed 
being poor lands^ a sweeping rate of several years would 
exceed the amount of the rent. In like manner, a re- 
mainder-man might be compelled to pay this charge, 
not on account of his own occupation of the land, but 
on account of the occupation of his pi-edecessor the 
tenant for life. These circumstances demonstrate that 
not only the words, but the spirit of the act requires the 
assessment to be made annually. A retrospective poor 
rate is bad, and thatbecause, if permitted, it might fall 
heavy upon new comers in a parish, while their prede- 
cessors would altogether escape. And yet the words of 
the statute of Eliz., under which poor rates are made, 
direct them to be made " weekly or otherwise'^ The 
same principle applies to rates made under this act. 
The distress therefore is altogether irregular, inasmuch 
as the warrant extends to the arrears of former years 
during which there was no assessment, and indeed, if 
supported in law, would be neither more nor less than 
a judgment for a small sum, and a writ of execution for 
three or four times the amount of that sum. With re- 
spect to the penalties, the warrant to levy them is also 
bad,if the argument as to the arrears prevails ; for no man 
is bound to pay that to which he is not liable, and con- 
sequently cannot incur penalties by his refusal. The 
warrant is also objectionable on the ground that it is 
issued against Newton for arrears under an assessment 
made on Jodrell. 



Arguments for the Defendant. The 76th section of the 
act completely answers' the last objection, for it makes 
the person in occupation of the land liable in the first 
instance for the rate, though made upon the owner, and 
though the owner be ultimately liable. Indeed the rate 
may be made either upon the owner or occupier ; and 
section 76 provides, that if lands be unoccupied they 

shall 
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chattels, which shall at any time be found upon them, 
shall be distrained on that account. In that case, there- 
fore, the charge must fall upon some person not.rated, 
for the assessment being made upon vacant lands will 
be levied upon the first person who becomes the occu- 
pier of those lands. The period, for which the power of 
imposing the rate was given by the 35 G. 3, c. 77. was^ 
extended by an act passed in the following (a) year, and 
the preamble of that act, referring to the act of the 
preceding year, says, ''and whereas by the said act 
a yearly tax of 4J. per acae is rated, taxed, charged, 
and assessed upon," &c. and then the statute proceeds 
to direct that '' the said tax of Ad. per acre thereby laid 
and imposed" be continued for a further period. Al« 
though the words of the first act be " yearly and every 
year," and that perhaps may be the better way for the 
commissioners to adopt; still, notwithstanding this di- 
rection yearly to reduce into form a certain charge * 
already specifically imposed by the legislature, the 
question is. Whether that direction be so imperious 
that no other time for so reducing the rate into form can 
be substituted. It is evident that the act considers the 
commissioners as mere ministerial agents for putting 
into form that rate, the propriety and'extent of which is 
previously decided upon. The case of The King v« 
Tawney, Lard Raynu 1011. Salk. 531. S. C. only decides 
that a retrospective peer rate must not be made eo tiomine* 
Undoubtedly if a tenant for life had made default in 
payment of the rate, the lands would be chargeable in 
in the h^ds of the remainder<>man, who could only re- 
sort to the executors of the tenant for life. Howev^ 
that may appear to be a hardship, the provisions of the 
act will not be altered thereby ; and indeed it is equally 
hard that the lands should be chaigeable in the hands 
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of fdckHreiit tentBtg. Hie stattte btyveerer hm created 
thfti hardship. By the 43 Etiz^ oveneert are directed 
to be appoinled m Eatkr week, or wkhni odo month of 
dfEmier, and yet m Z%i; Kmg^.SparraiD, Sir. 1123, the 
Couit Mftased to qnaeh an appointneait made after that 
period. Indeed in IhtrfaM y.Boy^ 6 T. ft. 680, ixyid 
Kenycm expresriy declared tihat « proapecthre poOT rate 
aught anqfieationably be good. 

Cur. ado, twft. 
The opkaoB Off the 'Oowt wae now delivered by 



Sir jAMEsM'ANsprELBOh.J. OoBsideringtfie objecta 
for which llhe statirte in question was passed, and which 
we must sappose to have been deemed very beaeficial 
to the 'pnblic by the legislaltare, I cannot bat 'regvot that 
tiiis action has not been comproimsed. With a ^ew to 
carry into execn^on ^e plan m which Khe act origin- 
ttted, a moderate tax 9ias been imposed on ail tiiose 
lands 'which are to be Ib^&efited by that plai^ Ihe 
greater pcfft of Adt tax has, we ore given toimder- 
titand, been aiready raised, bot this Plaintiff (or Aoae 
by whom he is put forward) wii^hes to have Ae qiinion 
of the Ooutt, wh^er he is bound to pay. Wi4ih respect 
to ibe genend question firising <apon the words of the 
act, and the power of the commissioners to make ihe 
rate in the way the rates in question have been made, 
we think *it l)etter not to give any opinion, because 
there is a clear ground arising on the wairant which 
enables us, though wkh greait reluctance, to give 
judgment in favour of the Plaintiff. Unfortunately vre 
are compelled 'to gratify the wishes of an individual at 
the expence of the public, in a case in which it has 
never been intimated that the mtes now in dispute were 
improperly assessed by the commissioners. The De- 
fendaiit has avowed generally under the act of parlia- 
ment; whereas the sum for which the warrant was 
granted, and the distress levied, is a sum calculated 

upon 
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upon three several rates made in the years 1800, 1801, 
and 1802, and each of which rates includes the arrears 
of those years during which no assessment whatever 
was made. Indeed it is evident, from the language of 
the commissioners and their proceedings, that they in* 
tended to charge persons not only widi the sums rated 
and assessed upon tiiem, but with idiat they impro- 
perly call arrears of those rates which never were 
made. How then is it possible to support this distress, 
founded on a warrant to levy ihe arrears of a tax which 
the case itself states never was in £act imposed upon 
the Plaintiff and those odier persons diargeable under 
the act? We do not decide whether the rate may or 
may not now be made for each year that has elapsed, 
and for' which no rate has actually been made, but we 
think tiie tax for each year must be imposed by the 
comnussionerB befin^ any arrears for 4hose years can be 
levied by distress. The coniiequence of this opinion 
wiU be, either that the commissioners must BMike new 
rates for the several years during which they have 
omitted to make any rate, or if that should be deemed 
impossible, ihey must apply to the legislature for a 
new act of parliament. 

Per Curiam, Judgment for the Plaintiff. 
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FA. 12th. Smith v. Ta yloh. 

woft'STkeB bj*S TTHIS was an action on the case for defamation, 
fendant of the Plain- -. ^ The first count of the declaration stated* that the 
tiffin his profesikm of Plaintiff before and at the time of speaking the several 

aphjiiciiin, "Dr.^. 7 j i- 

has npMt all wa have ^«8e» scandalous* mauciouSy mjunous* and defamatory 
done, and die he (the words after mentioned, was and thence continually hi- 
proTcd thauhe Piaia! ^1^^^ hsJik been and still is a physician, and during all 
tiff had practiaed le- that time uscd and exercised and yet doth use and ex- 
dan a^iJ^n i^en ^^^ ^^ profession of a phy siciau, and hath always hi- 

oalled in during the thortO behaVCd and conducted himself in his said pro- 
absence of aphjaioian, fegsion with great skUl, care, judgment, and integrity, 

who, with the Defend- • ^ i-t * 

ant, attended the pa^ ond before and Until the speakmg of the several false, 
tient ; the Defendant gcandalous, malicious, injurious, and defamatory words 

as apotheoarr made , 

npthe medicines pre- &fter mentioned, had acquired great riches in his prefer- 
scribed bj the Plain- ^eiou, and had deservedly gotten and obtsdned the good 

tiff for the patient in 'n isj j a i» j j _xi. 

question. Qocre ^^' Confidence, and esteem of many good and worthy 
Whether on this de- subjccts of our lord the king, who before and at the time 
deration it was neces. ^f ^^ Bp«aking the said. scvcral false, scandalous, maii- 

sarjfor the Plaintiff to . . ® 

produce a diploma or ."i^ious, mjurious, and defamatory words after mentioned, 
other direct cTidence had employed the Plaintiff as a. physician in the way pf 

that he had taken a de- . . 

gree in physic, in or- '^^^ aforesaid profcssiou, to wit, at,4rc. That the Defend- 
der to maintain the ant before and at the time of speaking and publishing of 

the several false, scandalous, malicious, injurious, and 
defamatory words after mentioned, used, exercised, and 
carried on the business and profession of an apothecary, 
and had been and was retained and employed in his bu- 
siness and profession of an apothecary to attend, and 
had attended, and did attend one Bichard Hdsden, who 
had laboured and was then labouring under a certsun 
dangerous and violent disorder, at, j^c. That a little be- 
fore and at the time of speaking of the several false, 
scandalous, malicious, injurious, and defamatory words 
after mentioned, the Plaintiff had been retained and em- 
ployed in his said profession of a physician to attend, 

. !^ and 
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tf&d as fiuch physician had attended the said Richard" 
Hebden, so then labouring under the said disorder^ and 
had, in the way of his aforesaid profession, and to the 
best of his skill and judgment therein, prescribed for the 
said Richard Hebden such medicines as to the Plaintiff 
seemed proper, and as were adapted to the disorder under 
which the said Richard Hebden was languishing, to wit,. 
at, Ifc. Yet the Defendant, well knowing the aforesaid 
premises,but contriying,and wrongfully, and maliciously 
intending to injure the Plaintiff in his good name, fame> 
credit, and reputation aforesaid, and also in his said pro^ 
fession of a physician, and to bring him, the said Plain* 
tiff, into great scandal^ ignominy, and mistrust among 
all his patients, and other subjects of our said lord the 
king, and to cause it to be believed that the Plaintiff was^ 
Ignorant and unskilful in his aforesaid profession, and 
had conducted himself ignorantly and injudiciously to- 
wards and had prescribed improperly for the said Richard 
Hebden. whilst he waa so disordered, and was a person 
not fit to be retained or employed in his aforesaid pro- 
fession, and wholly tp ruin the Plaintiff on, ^c, at, jfc, in 
a certain discourse which Defendant then and there had 
with divers good and worthy subjects of our said lord 
the kingi of and concerning the Plaintiff in his said pro- 
fession of a physician^ and of and concerning his con- 
duct in his said profession towards the said Richard 
Hebden, he, the Defendant, then and there, in the pre- 
seace and hearing of those subjects, falsely and mali-* 
ciously said, spoke^ and published those false, scandal- 
ous, malicious, injurious, and defamatory words follow- 
ing, of and concerning the Plaintiff in his said profes- 
sion, and of and concerning his conduct in his aforesaid 
profession towards the said Richard Hebden, that is to 
say, *^ I (meaning himself the Defendant) and Dr. Gir- 
dlestone (meaning Thomas Girdkstone, of, t^c. doctor of 
physic, who had before then as a physician attended an4 
prescribed medicines for the said Richard Hebden during 
the time he so as aforesaid laboured under the aforesaid 

O 3 disorder) 
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1806. disorder) both thought lfe/«feii(ifleaning the swd Bkhard 

Helsden, was doing well (thereby meaning that the said 
Richard Hebden was in a fair way of recoyery) tin Mrs. 
Hdsden (meaning Mary Hebden) then the wife of the 
said Bichard Hebden caDed in Dr. Smith (meaning 
the Plaintiff), who has upset all we (meaning himself, 

/ the Defendant, and Dr. Girdkstone) have done, and die 

he (meaning the said Bichard Hdsden) must,** thereby 
meaning and insinuating, and wishing to have it believed, 
that the Plaintiff' had conducted himself ignorantiy in 
the way of his aforesaid profession towards the said 
Bichard Hebden, and had in the way of his aforesaid 
profession prescribed improperly for the said Bichard 
Hdsden, whilst he was so disordered, and in such a 
manner as would necessarily occasion his death. 

There were two other counts, in which the words 
were laid with some variations. Plea not guilty. 

At the trial of this cause before Sir James Mansfidd 
Ch. J. at the last assizes for the county of Suffolk, it was 
proved that Dr. Girdiestmt, who was a physician at Yar- 
mouth of longer standing than Dr. Smith, had been at- 
tending one Bichard Hebden as a patient, and that the 
Defendant was employed as his apothecary ; that Dr. 
Girdlestone being obliged to leave Yarmouth for a day, 
the wife of JR. H. became very anxious during his ab- 
sence, and sent for the Plaintiff*, who saw her husband 
and prescribed for him, and the Defendant as apothe- 
cary made up the prescription ; that on the return of 
Dr. Girdkstone the next day, the Plaintiff begged he 
might be sent for, but Dr. G. refused to attend because 

■ 

the Plaintiff had been called in ; and that shortly after 
this the Defendant spoke the words laid in the declara- 
tion, at the oflSce of the Town Clerk of Yarmaath. On 
the pariof the Defendant, it was objected that the Plain- 
' tiff must be nonsuited, because he had not produced 
any evidence of his being a regular physician, and in 
support of the objection the case of Maises v. namton, 
8 7\ J{. 303. was cited. But his Lordship being of opi- 
nion 
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nioa that the case of Moiaes v. Tharoiam did not apply to 
the case, ovenruled the objection, aad the Plaintiff ob- 
tained a verdict for 100/. 

A rule having been obtained on a former day, calling 
on the Plaintiff to shew canae why tilts verdict should 
not be set aside and a new trial be had. 



1805. 




Sdhn Serjt. now shewed eanae. The allegations in 
this declaration were not such as made it necessary for 
the Plaintiff to prove his diploma. He morely alleged 
that he used and exercised the profession of a physician* 
Now in Johnion's Dictbnary a physician is said to be one 
who professes the art of healing, ^nd the definition in 
the Encyclopedia is to the same efibct. The statutes re- 
specting physicians make a distinction betwe«i grar 
duates, licentiates, and common physicians; the two 
latter descriptions of persons are not allowed to practise 
within 20 miles of Lopuhn. In this case there was abun- 
dant evidence that the Plaintiff practised as a physician. 
Had the words spoken by the Defendant impeached the 
Plaintiff's title as a physician, and had the Plaintiff made 
those words the subject of an action, he must in such 
case have supported his title to the character of a phy- 
sician by the best evidence by which that title could be 
supported. Thus, if the Defendant had called the Plain- 
tiff a quack, or, as in Mciaes v. Thornton, had alleged that 
he was not a regular physician, the Plaintiff must have 
rebutted that imputation by producing his diploma. But 
the words here only impeach his skill in that character 
whieh they admit him to be entitled to, and which the 
e^denee in the case still farther proves him entitled to, 
at least in the opinion of the Defendant, for the Defend- 
ant as apothecary made up his prescription. In Moists 
T. Tftomtoft the allegatioQ in the declaration was that the 
Plaintiff'' had dnly takm the degree of doctor of physic,^ 
aad upon that ground the judgment of the Court pro- 
ceeded, for in support of that allegation nothing but a 

O 4 diploma 
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diploma regularly proved could be received in evidence^ 
The safe rule seems to be, that where a maa's skill only 
is impeached, and not his title, he need not prove his 
title ; but where his title is impeached, and the Plaintiff 
wishes to vindicate that title, he must produce his di- 
ploma. But at all events it was unnecessary in this case 
for the Plaintiff to prove his tide to the character of a 
phy»cian, because both the Defendant's words and con- 
duct are good frimafade evidence of the Plaintiff being 
what he called himself in the declaration ; inasmuch as 
the Defendant spoke of him as a physician, and treated 
him as such by making up his prescriptions. Now upon 
this very principle proceeded the case of Bem/man v. 
Wise, 4 T. 22. 366., where, in an action of slander by an 
attorney, for wcnrds spoken of him as such, charging him 
with swindling and threatening, to have him struck off 
the roll of attomies, it was hcdden unnecessary for the 
Plaintiff to pro^e his admission as an attorney. So also 
in Radford, q. t. v. M'Intosh, 3 T. R. 632., which was an 
action for penalties on the post-horse acts by the farmer 
of the duties, the Court of King's Bench resolved that 
proof of the Defendant having accounted with the Plain- 
tiff as farmer, relieved the latter ftom the necessity (rf* 
proving his appointment from the lords of the treasury. 



Shepherd Serjt. contrd. It is perfectiy clear that no 
action can be maintained for the words spoken by the 
Defendant, except as spoken of the Plaintiff in his pro- 
fessional character. Indeed the Plsdntiff, by his allega- 
iion, assumes that character upon the record which it 
was necessary for him to assume in order to support his 
action, viz. the character of a physician. Nor would it 
have sufficed to state that he was a doctor ; for the term 
^* doctor" is uncertain, unless explained by alleging in 
what science that d^ree has been granted. The aver- 
ment, therefore, that the Plaintiff is a physician, is ei- 
ther an insufficient averment, or an. averment that he i^ 
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A physician duly constituted. If it be the latter, then, 
according to Moitea v. Tkomion, it must be proved by his 
diploma* Nor does the conduct of the Defendant, in 
making up the PlaintiflTs prescription, or in speaking of 
him as a physician, exempt him from the necessity of 
supporting by the best possible evidence that profes- 
sional character which he assumes, and without which 
this action could not be maintained. Suppose it had 
been said of the Plaintiff that he was no more a physi- 
cian than the horse doctor in the town, must he not in 
such case have supported his action by proof of his being 
a doctor of physic ? Had the words spoken admitted the 
Plaintiff to be a physician duly constituted, viz. one 
having a f egular diploma, proof of that fact might possi- 
bly be thereby dispensed with. But such is certainly 
not the import of the words in this case ; and with rer 
Bpect to the Defendant having made up the medicine 
according to the Plaintiff's prescription, it is no more 
than he would have done for any skilful person by whom 
he had been directed, whether a physician or ^ot. The 
case of Pickford v. Gutch, cited in Mai$e$ v. Thornton, 
8 T. R. 305. is precisely in point, for there the allega* 
tion was that the Plaintiff " had used and exercised the 
profession of a physician,'' and proof was adduced of that 
fact ; but Btdler J. was of opinion that his diploma must 
nevertheless be produced. The cnae of Benyman v. Wise, 
is distinguishable from this, because the Defendant by 
his words admitted the Plaintiff to be on the roll of atr 
tomies, which was all that was necessary to support the 
action. The same answer may be given to Ra^ord, q. t. 
.V. M'lntosh; but it may be observed that the decision 
in that case goes a great way. 

. Cur* ado. vuU. 
On this day, the learned Judges, not being agreedi 
delivered their opinion seriatim. 
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Sir James MansfieldCJi. J[. a(ler stating the case, 

proceeded 
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180& proceeded Urns : The foundatioo of diis action b tke iu^ 

Sjjm! ^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ Plaintiff in his character and praotiee 
«. as a physician. There has been some dispute about the 

TATum. meaning of the word •* physician.'' The meaning of the 
word I take to be this : a person who prescribes medicine 
for the sick. The declaration is founded on the praetiee 
of die Plaintiff. If, however, it was necessary to prove 
at the trial, by strict evidence of degrees, that he had 
lawfully practised, the objection to his recovery is well 
founded ; for the practice being the ground of the ac^ 
tion,no action can be maintained for lessening that which 
ought not to exist at all. The objection is founded upon 
reason and good sense: but the only question is, Whe- 
ther in this particular action upon these particular words, 
the evidence offered was not sufficient prima fade evi* 
dence that the Plaintiff had lawfully practised as a qua- 
lified authorised doctor of physic ? If that evidence was 
not sufficient to call upon the Defendant to shew the 
contrary, then the Plaintiff ought to have been nonsuited. 
When the objection was first taken it struck me, that 
considering the character of the Defendant, and the si- 
tuation in which he stood with respect to the Plaintiff, 
and the nature of the words themselves, there was suf- 
ficient j>rtmayiicte evidence that the Plaintiff had prac- 
tised lawfully. I do not mean to say that in any case a 
person who practises unlawfully could maintain such an 
action, but that in this case there was sufficient evidence 
of lawful practice till the contrary was proved. I made 
a note of the question at the time as a matter of doubt ; 
I have since considered it, and the opinions entertained 
by two of my Brothers have given me more reason to 
doubt of the propriety of my opinion than I at first had ; 
but having again and again revolved the matter in my 
mind, I have come back to the opinion which I first held 
at the trial. The Plaintiff had practised physic for many 
years without having had his right to practise impeached 
or doubted by any one. Though theie might be some 

difficulty 
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difficulty in iiistitttiing a prosecution i^nst a person 1806. 

t&t prflctiding physic unlawfully^ it is by no means inn 
possible ; the stat. of Hen. 8. hating confirmed the cluup* 
ter relating to the practice of physicians^ which profides tatlob. 
that no one shaU practise physic without havii^ been 
examined by the college of physictans, and obtained 
letters testimonial^ with an exception of persons who 
have taken degrees in Osford or Cambridge* Since the 
union with Scotland it has been considered, though I do 
not exactly know upon what ground^ that a degree con-^ 
ferred by a Scotch university is of the same effect as a 
degree conferred by the universities of 0:r^m2and Conn 
bridge, though in looking through the articles of unioD 
I find nothing upon the subject, except that the four 
Scotch universities shall subsist as before with the same 
rights. Had the matter been attended to at the union^ 
some express provision would probably have been made; 
but although no such provision was made, it has been 
generally understood that in consequence of the clause 
alluded to, a diploma granted by one of the SciHch uni« 
versities gives the same right to practice physic as a de^ 
gree at one of the Ef^UBh universities, and dispenses with 
the necessity of being examined by the college of phy-^ 
sicians, and obtaining letters testimonial from thence^ 
This right of examination is not very likely to be exet^ 
cised upon peraons practising physici when it is in their 
power for about 14/. to obtain a diploma from a Scotch 
university. But a person, practising physic without any 
authority, is liable to a prosecution at the suit of any 
person ; for as the prohibition is general^ and no particular 
mode of punishment is pointed out, it follows that he who 
offends against the provision is liable to an indictment. 
There is indeed a good reason why such prosecutions are 
not instituted, arising ftom the difficulty of ascertaining 
whether a degree of diploma has been obtained or not« 
But the proof, thougb difficult) is not impossible* This 
being the law apo& the subject^ ^uad Dr. S^Mih having 

practised 
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practised physic four or fire years, he is called upon to 
attend a sick person for whom he prescribes ; and the 
Defendant is the apothecary employed who makes up 
the prescription. In this situation of things the De- 
fendant utters the words charged in the declaration, and 
without imputing to the Plaintiff any want of qualifica- 
tion by degree, treats the Defendant as a physician, calls 
him doctor, and ascribea to him mal-practice in his pro- 
fiession by imputii^ the death of Mr. Hebden to th^ me- 
dicines prescribed by him. Considering therefore the 
nature of the words, and the situation of the Defendant,, 
that the charge had no relation to the want of quaUfica- 
tion, but merely to the practice, and that it was accom- 
panied by the expression" Dr ^Smith,** I think that these 
circumstances afforded sufficient prima Jade evidence 
that the Plaintiff was a doctor. And though it i^ true 
that in the country the word '' Doctor" means little, yet 
when the Defendant, who made up the prescription,, 
called the Plaintiff by that name, I thought and I still 
think that it afforded evidence that he was an authorised 
physician. At the trial I was not aware of the cases. 
But I find that the Courts have holden evidence that a 
man has acted in a particular character to amount ta 
proof that he was entitled to that character. The case 
of Moises V. nu}mton was cited ; but it does not appear 
to me to apply« In that case the de&matory words re- 
lated to the want of a diploma; the declaration contained 
an averment that the Plaintiff had a diploma, and it wa& 
therefore necessary to prove it The case of Pickfori v. 
Cutch is certainly stronger. There the defamation con- 
sisted in calling the Plaintiff a quack ; and one meaning 
o£ the word quack is a person who. sells nostrums of 
which the component parts are not known; but the 
word is more commonly used in opposition to a physi- 
cian regularly qualified ; and in this sense, proof of the 
diploma would be as necjsssary as in Moises v. ThanUm. 
Th^se are the. only authoritiea which apply to the case 

of 
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t>f a physician* But the case of Benyfmm v.lVUe bears 
B considerable analogy to the present, and there are 
t>thers also which in some degree apply. In Berrynum 
T. Wise^ the Court thought that the Defendant's threat 
of getting the Plaintiff stmck off the roll of attomies 
amounted to proof of the allegation in the declaration 
that the Plaintiff was an attorney. Yet this was but 
a slight ground ; for the Defendant could have no cer- 
tain knowledge that the Plaintiff was an attorney; he 
4M>uld only know that he had practised as an attorney ; 
and supposing him to be duly authorised, he threatens 
to get him struck off the roll. Here the Defendant calls 
the Plaintiff " Doctor/' with reference to his practice, 
having made up tiie medicines prescribed. This indeed 
does not prove that the Defendant knew him to be qua?- 
lified. But the case stands on the same footing as Bei^ 
ryman r.Wise; and it might well be considered asa sur- 
prise upon the Plaintiff that be should be called upon to 
prove himself a doctor after the Defendant had called him 
so in this very transaction. Mr. Justice Buller, in the 
case of Berryman ▼. Wise, says, that in the case of all 
peace-officers, justices of the peace, <x)nstables, jfc. it 
is sufficient to prove that they acted in those characters 
without producing their appointment, and that even in 
the case of murder. So in actions to recover double the 
value of tithes withdrawn. Lord Kenyan seems to hay^ 
thought (a) that it would be sufficient to prove that the 
Plaintiff is in the act of receiving the tithes* In that 
case indeed I should have doubted whether further proof 
would not have been necessary; But it is^no very yio- 
lent presumption that a man is acting lawfuUy until the 
contrary is shewn. If a butcher or baker be abused forun- 
skilfulness or misconduct in his trade^it will be presumed 
that he was lawfully carrying on his trade, though he be 
not entitled so to do without ,having served an appren* 
4iceship. I do not indeed say that these cases are pre* 

(a) S«e Radford t. U*ImU>A, % T. B. SS4. 

cisely 
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eiBelfrMmikrtoihepreaeat* where itha faet of adegree 
iutFiBg heendbtaiaed 9iay be asc^rtaiaed by a reference 
to tiie book« of the muveruties^ hat the reasoa and sense 
of the thing are the some. In one caae a degree is to be 
imMred, and in the other a sevoa years' i^preolicediip. 
In the caae of Ra^wdv. Mflvtoth, the Court relied upon 
the einmniatance of the Defeiidaiit having accounted 
with the Plaintiff in the character of fanner general, as 
proying that the Plaintiff was lawfolly entitled to that 
i^aiacter. In the case of JBeum v. WiOkam (a), Xoid 
Mmufidd bbaerves, Ihat all evidence is according to the 
matter to whidx it is applied, and the person against 
whom it is ased : and the aotioo there being for nosr 
residence, it was holden that diie acts done by the De- 
fendant, as parson of the parish, were evidei^ that be 
waspai:son« The psoof <rf^afllifinataoai may yaiy aooorir 
ing to the Bubjeot as well as the perscm. If the scandal 
liad related to the Plaintifff'A -qnalification, as in Ifioiirs 
f¥. Thormtou, and Pidford r.GtUci, the evidence heie 
prodaced would not have been sufficient, but the ^ali- 
ificotion miust thaire been fitrictly proved. But here, ao- 
jcording to ithe ^subject jpiatter^of thec^e, I -think that 
ithe evidence was sufficient. Thean is one more case 
oipon the subjeet, and that is Gron v.£aye,6 T, JS.663., 
owhich was an action to reooYer a penalty against aa at- 
(tom^ for prosecuting actions without a certificate; and 
the declantipn having only stated that the Defendant 
iiad don&Aesevenkl actsiis an attom^,.w»f3iout averring 
■that he was admitted, enrolIed,.Qr registered, and anob- 
jection being tdken in arrest of judgment on this ground, 
Loid Kengfou held that there was no foundation for the 
objecticm, sayingit is sid&cient for this purpose that the 
Defendant acted as an attorney. 33>is indeed was .car- 
rying the matter much b^ond the former cases, for it 
hardly seemed ^to follow that a person not enrolled as an 
attorney was to be liable to penalties which appliedonly 
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to attoniieB enioDed ia tome eowt. But in tiie pBeseni 1605. 

ease, if ot wem necessary to pnyve a diploma the conse* 
qnence woMi be that a pliysioian* who having been 
educated in Scdtknd and obtained a diphnna there« and 
afterwards psaotised for 30 yesn at York or in hondtm 
(and the longer he had practised the gjrcttber would be 
the danger), would be oUiged to ran the hazeardof his 
diploma being lost, and tnmst depend on the aoeuraey 
of the books of the uniyaraitjr whenever he might be 
abused for mal-practice in his profession. Where in- 
deed the abuse xalates to lihe want *of qualiicatiQQ, the . 
Plaintiff must prove it ; bnt it would be a great hardi 
ship that he should be obliged to do so where the scan- 
dal is confined to meire miscondnct. On the whole, 
iberctfove, I am of opinion that sufficient frimA facie 
evidence was offered ito <enable the Plaintiff to maintain 
this action, ihe Defendant ;not having adduced any 
thing by way of answer. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion, f havte no doubt 
that if tins case had been tried fifiy years ago, it would 
have been thought necessary for the Plaintiff to ^picvcu 
by regular evidence, that he was a physician. I re- 
member .an action against a clergyman in which, after 
proving institution, the question was, whether it were 
necessary tto prove induction also ? and it was held that 
after long .possession induction might be presumed ; 
and certainlyof lateyears the Courts have been inclined 
to xelax the strictness of the old*rules respecting proof 
which were thought to be attended with gre^ ei^pence 
and difficulty. As my Xord has gone through the 
oases, I shall not pursue ihem. None of them are di- 
rectly in point. But the question ia, whether such a 
clear rule may lUot be extracted from them as may ena- 
ble counsel to advise their clients, without resocti]^ to 
subtle distinctions, .that proof is necessary to be given ? 
It seems to me that where a Defendant, in the course 
of the transaction on which the action is founded, has 

admitted 
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admitted the title by virtue of which the Plaintiff mes, 
it amounts to primA facte evidence that ihe Plaintiff is 
entitled to sue; This rule is subject to little difficulty. 
Some of the cases, though not in point, certainly bear 
strongly upon this subject. In the case where the 
Defendant had accounted with the fanner of the post- 
horse duty, the Court thought that his conduct afford- 
ed a sufficient presumption that the Plaintiff was enti- 
tled to the character of fanner of those duties. 



RooKB J. I cannot but entertain great doubts of my 
own opinion, when I find that it differs from that of my 
Lord and my Brother Heath* The declaration in this 
case is for words, and it avers that the Plaintiff was and 
still is a physician, and hath used and exercised the 
practice of a physician. The rule of law has always 
been very strictly observed respecting the proof of words 
themselves, on this ground, that men often speak words 
unadvisedly. If, however, scandalous words be spoken, 
and those words proved, the party is liable to an action. 
It has been considered that words often proceed from 
heat, and are spoken in haste, and that it is therefore 
necessary to prove precisely what the party said. If 
that be so, it appears to me that it would be laying 
down a very refined rule, to hold that if the words 
spoken import an admission of the Plaintiff^s title, the 
title need not be proved, but that if they do not import 
such an admission, it must be proved. Thus, if the 
words had been ''till Mrs. H. called in Dr. SmUhfWho I 
believe has no diploma, Sjc." the Plaintiff must prove his 
title ; but if the latter words were omitted, then he need 
not. This distinction seems to me to be more subtle 
than would be allowed in old times, when the Courts 
were more strict than they are now. With respect to 
the case of the attorney, whatever doubts I may enter- 
tain, I shall only say at present that I think it was a 
strong case ; there the words directly alluded to the 
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PlaintifiTB enrolment, since they contained a threat that 
the Defendant would have him strack off the roll ; but 
in the present case* the admission is founded on nothing 
more than this, that the Plaintiff, being notoriously 
practising as a physician, and the Defendant employed 
as the apothecary to make up the medicines, the latter 
called the former '' Doctor Smiihi' this does not ap- 
peso: to me sufficient to excuse the Plaintiff from prov- 
ing himself to be a physician. The complaint is this, 
'' I am a physician, and the Defendant has slandered 
me in my profession.^ The word " Doctoi-^' is yery 
vague ; it must therefore be coupled with the other ex- 
pressions, and with the circumstance of the Defendant 
having made up the medicines. I do not think that a 
counsel would be under any great difficulty in advising 
his client upon the necessary proof in such a case as this. 
He would say, the Plaintiff in the declaration states 
himself to be a physician : there is indeed a case which 
says, that if the words have admitted the Plaintiff^s ti- 
tle, it need not be proved ; but these words do not ad- 
mit the qualification, and therefore I think the diploma 
must be produced. As to the difficulty of producing 
the proof, if a man has taken a degree in an English 
university, he can scarcely be under any difficulty at 
all ; if the instrument under which he claims has been 
lost, he may give parol evidence of its former existence ; 
and if he has practised under a diploma from a Scotch 
university, he must submit to the inconvenience to 
which the irregularities of those universities may sub- 
ject him. I feel my opinion in some degree fortified by 
the case of Picl^ard v. Guich ; no one there doubted of 
the propriety of calling for the diploma ; the distinction 
whether the title were admitted by the words or not, di^ 
not then occur to any one, nor can I now bring my mind 
to assent to the propriety of that distinction. 
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Cbambre J. I am of the same opinion. I da not 
Vol. I. N. S. P think 
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^"^^' being a physician lawfully authorised to practise. AH 
«. the material facts in the declaration are put in issue, 

Tatlok. consequently they must all be proved by legal evidence. 
In general the strictest proof is required. Several cases 
indeed have occurred introducing exceptions* but I do 
not think that this one. The &ci of the Plaintiff being 
a physician is the very gist of the action. I will first 
take notice of the cases ; observing, however, that I 
had rather rely upon the general principle of evidence 
than on the few cases which may appear analogous to 
this. Those cases indeed do not seem to me conclu- 
sive of the question, and some of them I consider as 
having proceeded rather too far. The rule of evidence, 
as applicable to the allegations in a declaratioA, depend 
«pon the way in which the facta alleged 9se introduced ^ 
if they be mere matters of inducement, they do not re- 
quire such strict proof as those allegations which are 
precisely put in issue between the parties^ So there 
are some instances in which strict proof is made unne- 
jcessary, because the party against whom it wonld 
otherwise be requisite to produce proof of some parti- 
cular fact has precluded himself, in the way of estoppel, 
by his conduct, from disputing the fact. There are 
few cases indeed, in which a man's own acts operate 
Against him in the way of estoppel, though they may 
may often be used as gpoiprim&facie evidence against 
him. Such is the rule in actions ^^nst clergymen for 
non-residence, in whidi it is reasonable that the acte of 
the Defendant as parson, and his receipt of the emolu- 
ments of the church, diould be evidence against him 
that he is a parson, without calling upon the Plaintiff to 
prove the Defendant's tide formally. So in actions for 
aubtraction for tithes, proof of the Defendant's former 
acknowledgments of the Plaintiff's titie to ih^ tithe aa 
against the Defendant who is a wrong-doer is deemed 
snfficiait. And indeed it often happens that a 
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tiff 18 called upcm to produce sligllter e^ideace of ^tfe 
agamat a Defiendant who is a wFong-dbev than' ke- would 
against any other person. Upon thia principle pro- 
ceeded the case oiMadfardq. t. r. M'hOcmh, though I 
think the principle waa pushed too &f in tha4> decision. 
There the action being for penalties under ther post* 
horse act by the Plaintiff as fitrmer general, proof of his 
appointment as such wasdispensed with a^^ against the 
Defendant, because he- had previously aceeuated wi& 
him as sneh. Perhaps it waa }ast in that case to put 
the Defendant ta n^atfye the Pbiatiff's title to sme, by 
shewing that he was not farmer geoerati, and to hotd the 
Defi^ant estopped fhwa saying that he was not so 
without proof of the negatire. The case of Benyman 
V. Wim was a relaxatioii of the rules e£ eridenee, though 
perhaps under the speeial circamatanoeawell wurant- 
ed. There,, the words spoken, were spoken of the 
Plaintiff as attorney in a particiilat can8e> and being a 
threat to hare him struck off the roll, amounted to a 
distinct acknowledgment of his piofiHmional ehairacitep 
as an attorney. Indeed the Court proceeded entirety 
upon that ground. The next case in point ia that of 
Crosi T. i^igir, 6 7.1i. 663«, and it appeam to me that 
ono of the principles laid down in tiiat case would, if 
recogniaed and sanctioned, destnqr all mlea of evidence 
whatsoever^ There tiie action, was for penalties under 
the 26G.3«G.80. which eoaots thsjt every attorney 
admitted, emoUed, or registered in any of the superior 
courts, shuU annuaUy take out a certificate ; ami the 
deolaratiQa only alleged that tiie Defendant actdd 
as %n attorney, without alleging that he was admit- 
ted* enrolled, or registered. Lord Kmyon appears 
to have holden mther hastily, on a motion in a^ 
rest of judgment, that the declaration waa good^ 
The point indeed was not judicially decided, aud 
aurely it was impossible for the Court to supply an 
averment which was the very gUt of the action, and 
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he was alleged to be within the provisions of the act 
or not Let us, however, now consider the case before 
the couit. The 14 ^ 16 of H. 8. c. 5. contains not a 
prohibition sub mode of any person not examined by the 
college of physicians, or a graduate of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, practising physic throughout England, but an 
absoli^, unqualified prohibition. In the course of the 
aigument, much comment wa^ made respecting the 
meaning of the word physician, and it was insisted that 
a man may lawfully practise physic, though he has 
never taken any degree, or in any way complied with 
the directions of the stat. of H. 8. By that statute all 
persons are prohibited, except those who have letters 
testimonial from the college of physicians, or the gra- 
duates of Oxford or Cambridge, having accomplished all 
things for their form without any gi-ace. The Plaintiff 
in this case, being a person who practises physic in 
England, is within the provisions of that act. With 
respect to a diploma obtained without any previous 
exercise or study from one of the Scotch universities, 
by the mere payment of a sum of money, I do not 
know that such a diploma will, if strictly inquired into, 
authorise any person to practise physic. Those who 
obtain degrees at Oxford or Cambridge, are required by 
the stat. of jBT. 8. to have " accomplished all things for 
their forms without any grace,'* before they can practise 
physic. The act of unioamay possibly have put ScotA 
degreeson a better footing than £i^£sA degrees. In the 
cases referred to- 1^ the PlaintiflTs counsel, the direct 
acknowledgments of the several characters in which the 
Plaintiffs sued prevailed in their favour ; but in this 
case the only acknowledgment by the Defendant of the 
Plaintiff's professional character is that which arises 
by implication from the Defendant having called him 
*' Doctor/' and made up his prescriptions. Now we 
all know how flippantly the title of doctor is given to 

persons 
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persons who have no pretensions whatever to it. In- 
deed those to whom it is given may possibly have ac- 
quired it in some foreign university. No presumption 
in the Defendant's favour can arise from his four years' 
practice. There are indeed many cases in which length 
of enjoyment may found a presumption of right, but 
here the qualification must arise from a diploma, licence, 
or degree, and there is no evidence in this case which 
would not tend to convict the Plaintiff of practising 
without a qualification. The very practice relied on 
will prove him guilty. With respect to the supposed 
inconvenience in case of the diploma or other instru- 
ment being lost, it admits of an easy remedy. The 
Plaintiff knows where he has obtained his licence, and 
he may supply the defect by secondary evidence. But 
what does the Defendant know ? He must send to the 
two universities in England, to the college of physicians, 
and to all the universities in Scotland, and I do not 
know whether the union with Ireland would not also 
render it necessary for him to send to the universities 
in that part of the united kingdom. And he must pro- 
duce witnesses to prove that he has made search in all 
those places. In point of inconvenience, there is no 
comparison. There being no evidence then but whai 
would convict the Plaintiff of wrongful practice upon 
an indictment, I think he can maintain no action for 
the loss of those fees to which he could have no lawful 
title. In this case, as the Court is equally divided, my 
opinion will have no effect, and as I dare say that this 
gentleman, in point of fact, is legally authorised to 
practise, I am not sorry that the verdict which he has 
obtained will stand. 

The Court being equally divided no rule was made, 
and consequently the Plaintiff retained his verdict. 
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THS was a proo«edii)^ ia replevin in the Co«rt of 
Kioe's Bench at tke rait of Sir JZoieii JfocfcrcO. 

nutee to ^ 

secure an annaitj, in ftgoillSt ISidkaxA AdS€Wm 

trust, if the annnitj j]^ Defendaat made<^ognIzaIU)e as bailiff of the Duke 

shoaldbeinarreardO ^ ^ , , . .« , . . i . ^i. J- ^^A 

daj., bj lease, sale <»f OiweiMftefvy, and ju^fted Ute taking the goods and 
or mortgage to raise cbatielfi mentioned in the declamtion, on the ground 

tied to the freehold of Nooember 1793, by an indenture duly executed by 

L'^fiL*^? ihe°*" tbem,conveyeda»to Tkonm CouiU andhifiheir8,aHiongst 

residue, and he was Other (premiseB, the maenweii^KMifie in ^hibh the said 

created a trustee for j^ ^^ chattels wew taken, to hoW the Bttsie to the 

the grant tJl default * _ , , . , . .i • ^ 4 

of payment. The said Tiomoi CouttB ftud his heiTB, Xb the use, intent 

memorial of the amiu- ^ud puEpose that the «aid dttke should and might, from 

tiLtrto^'^'^a thenceforth ycariy, receive and take, during the term 

trustee Dominated on of his natural life, an annuity of 2000/., to be yeady is- 

the part of the gran- ^j ^^^ .payaJbk ottt of the said mansion-house and the 

tee," without stotittg » ^ ^ .,^ -jji 

anj of the trusu ; Said Other premises, aad to be paid to tiie said daJce on 

held that it did not thelSthiday of Majf and the 9 th day of November in every 

^eplnonfor'^'h^ year, by cveu and equal t^OTtions ; and to and for the fui- 

he was trustee aooord- ther 'uae, intent, and purpose, that if any part of the «aid 

uZZS^^' animity.ako«WbebehiiHlar«npaidto.entyH>neday8afUt 

for an annuitj be any of the Said d&ys whereon the same ought to be paid 

paid by the oierk to „ aforesaid, it Aould be lawful foT thc said duke, during 

the bankers of the i_ *j 

grantee, the deed by the tecm of his uatoial ilife, to distrain upon Ahe said 
which the annuity is Bmnsion-house and Other premises, in satisfaction of the 
SILme'^^udbdeik, arrears of the said annuity; and the said BicbardAabem, 
and describe him as gg BuchioHiff, justified the>takiQgtQf the said goods and 
S:^e™.i^ chat*ebiiBadidtoe88f«cthB««of800(W.4i»efer£bBr 

•otnaUy paid, (a) 

(a) Vide Bottif ▼. C&mu&is, 3 Campb. 17. Cwiky. Jonn, 15 East »7. 
X«yosfter t. Loekwood, IM.^S. 627. S. C. Judgment affirmed. 5 Taunt. 
687. Bhamrt t. Rarfoot, 6 Taunt 604. 

years. 
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years, of the said annual sum of 2000/. on the dth day 1805. 

of November 1800. 

The Plaintiff below craved oyer of the indenture men- 
tioned in the said cognizance^ and set it forth ilk his plea 
in bar, and the same appeared therefrom to be an inden- 
ture of five parts, made the 9th day of November 1793, 
between the said Sir Robert of the first part, John Mar-' 
tindak of the second part, Henry MJartindale of the third 
part, and the said Duke of QueenAerry of the fourth 
part, and the said Ihmas Couits of the fifth part ; and 
thereby, after reeiting that certain premises therein 
mentioned had been conveyed by iudentures of lease 
and release, bearing date the 80th and 31st days of 
Oet(Aer 1793, unto the said Hemy Martmdak and his 
heirs, to the use of the said Sir Robert Mackreih and his 
assigns for his Hfe, remainder to the use of the said 
John Martmiide in fee, and also reciting that the said 
He$iry Martindale was entitled to certain other premises, 
therein particularly mentioned, for the residue of a term 
of twenty years, in trust for the said Sir Robert Mack' 
reth during his life, remainder to the said John Martinr 
dak and his heirs, and reciting that the Qaid duke had 
contracted widi the said Sir Robert Maekreth and John 
Martindak for the purchase of an annuity of 2000/. for 
his own life for 14,000/., it was witnessed that in consi- 
deration of the sum of 14,000/. of lawful money of Greo^ 
Britain to the said Sir Robert Maekreth and John Martinr 
dale in hand, well and truly paid by the said duke at or 
before the sealing and delivery of the said indenture, 
the receipt of which said sum of 14,000/. they the said 
Sir Robert Maekreth and John Martindale did thereby 
respectively acknowledge, they the said Sir Robert Maek- 
reth and John Martindale, accorifing to their respective 
estates; rights, and interests, did convey the said pre- 
mises, to which the said Sir Robert Maekreth was enti- 
tled for life, and the said John Martindale was entitled 
in fee as aforesaid, unto the said Thomas Coui^ and his 

P 4 heirs. 
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1805. heirs, upon the trusts, and for the ends, intents, and 

^*jP^*^^ purposes, and subject to the provisoes and agreements 

9. thereinafter limited, declared, or expressed and contain- 

M AOKKBTB. gj^ Qf ,m^ concerning the same ; that is to say, that the 

said duke might take the said annuity out of the same 
premises, and might distrain for the same thereon, in case 
default should be made in payment of any part thereof 
for 21 days, and if the annuity should be in arrear 40 
days, might enter on the same premises and receive, the 
profits thereof until all arrears of the said annuity shotdd 
be satisfied, and subject to the said annuity, and the 
said powers and remedies for the recovery thereof, to 
the use of the said Uiomas Couiit for the term of ninety- 
nine years, to be computed from the day next before 
the day of the date of the said indenture, without im- 
peachinent of waste, upon and for the trusts, intents, 
and purposes, and subject to the proviso thereinafter 
declared and contained of and concerning the same 
term ; ayd after the determination of the said term of 
ninety-nine years, and in the mean time subject thereto 
and to the trusts thereof, to such uses, and for such 
intents and purposes as the same premises, at or imme- 
diately before the execution of the said indenture, stood 
limited and assured in and by a certain therein recited 
indenture of release and assignment of the 31st day of 
October then last past ; and it was by the said inden- 
ture of the 9th day of November 1793 agreed and de- 
clared by and between the said parties thereto, that the 
said manor, hereditaments, and premises were limited to 
the said Thomas Couits for the said term of ninety-aine 
years, upon trust, to permit and suffer the person or 
persons entitled to the freehold of the same premises 
to receive the profits of the same premises to his and 
their own use, until default should happen to be made 
in due payment of the said annuity, or some part 
thereof, but upon trust, that in default of the payment 
of the said annuity for sixty days, the said ITunmis 

CoutU 
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CmUis might, out of the profits of the same premises^ 1805. 

or by sale, lease« or mortgage of the same premises^ ""^T^^^ 
for all or any part of the said term of ninety- ,. 

nine years, raise and levy sufficient to pay the arrears, Mackreth. 
costs, and charges, and permit the person entitled to 
the freehold to receive and take the overplus of the 
rents and profits. Provided always, and it was thereby 
declared and agreed, by and between the said parties 
to the said indenture, that from and after the decease 
of the said duke, and payment of all arrears of the said 
annuity, the said term of ninety-nine years should be 
at an end ; and by the said indenture of the 9th day of 
November 1793, the said Henry Martindak, at the re- 
quest and by the direction of the said John Martindale 
and Sir Robert Mackreth, did convey his said interest in 
the said premises, to which the said Henry Martindale 
was 80 entitled for the residue of the said term of years 
as aforesaid, to the said J^omas Couits, to have and to 
hold the same unto him, upon such trusts, and for 
such ends, intents, and purposes as were thereinbefore 
mentioned of and concerning the said premises com- 
prised in the said term of ninety-nine years, or as near 
thereto as the respective property would admit; and 
the said Sir Robert Mackreth and John Martmddk did by 
the said indenture covenant with the said Thoma$ Coutts 
that they would, for the better securing the payment of 
the said annuity, surrender into the hand of the lord of 
the manor of Marydoton, in the county of Southan^on, 
certain premises, in the said indenture mentioned, to 
the use of the said Thomas Coutts, his heirs and assigns, 
during the lives of the said Sir Robert Mackreth, John 
Dkker, and John Windebank, and the lives and life of the 
survivors and survivor of them, upon such trust, and 
for such ends, intents, and purposes as are herein be- 
fore mentioned, expressed, and declared, of and con- 
cerning the said terms of ninety-nine years and twenty 
years, or as near thereto as the nature of the said copy- 
hold 
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hold would admit ; and the said indenture having been 
BO Bet out on oyer as afbresaid, the said Sir Robert 
pleaded that the said duke, within twenty days of the 
execution of the Baid indenture in the said cognizance 
mentioned, and in his plea in bar set forth, vit. on the 
11th day of November 1793, caused a certain memorial 
thereof to be enrolled in the High Court of Chancery at 
Westmintter, as follows : (that is to say) 

A memorial to be enrolled in the High Court of 
Chancery, pursuant to an act of parliament passed m 
the 17th year of the reign of his present majesty king 
George the third, of indentures of lease and release, 
bearing date respectively the 8th and 9th days of Nth 
vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, the lease made between John 
Martindaky of Cookham, in the county of Berh, Esquire, 
and Robert Mackreth, of Ewkurst, in the county of 
Southampton, Esquire, of the one part; and Thomas 
Coutts, of the Strcmd, in the county of Middlesex, of the 
the other part ; and the release made between the sidd 
Robert Mackreth, of the first part ; the said John Mor- 
tindale,o{ the second part; Henry Martindak, otKn^kts- 
bridge, in the said county of Middlesex, gentleman, a 
trustee for the said JtJm Martindak and Robert Mack- 
reth, of the third part ; the most noble WilUam duke of 
Queensberry, of the fourth part ; and the said Thomas 
Coutts, a trustee nominated on. the part of the said 
duke, of the fifth part ; whereby the said Robert Mack- 
reth and John Martindak, in consideration of 14,0002. of 
lawful money of Crreai Britain to them the said RtAert 
Mackreth and John Martindak well and truly paid by 
the said duke, did grant unto the said duke and his 
assigns one annual sum or clear yearly rent chaise of 
2000/., issuing and payable out of certain lands therein 
particularly described, for and during the life of him 
the said duke; also of a certain bond, bearing date 
with the abovementioned indenture of release, whereby 

the 
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the said Jo/m Martindale became bound to the said 
duke in the penal sum of 28,000/«, mik a condition 
thereunder Avritten, that in consideration of the sum of 
14,000/. to the said Join Martmddk, paid by the said 
duke, he, the said J<An Mariindak, should pay to the 
said duke, or his assigns, one annuity or clear yearly 
sum of 20002. of lawful money of Great Britain, for and 
during the natural life of him the said duke ; and also 
of a warrant of attorney, bearing date with the aboye- 
mentioned indenture of release and bond, authorizing 
the attomies, in such warrants named, to appear for 
the said John Martuukde in his majesty*s Court of King's 
Bench, as of this Michaelmas term, Hilary term next, or 
any other subsequent term, and receive a declaration for 
him in an action of debt at the suit of the said William 
Duke of Queendfeny, and to confess a judgment for the 
sum of 28X)00/., besides costs of suit, and which said 
indenture of lease, as to the execution thereof by the 
said Robert Mackreth and John Martindale, is witnessed 
by William Frogatty of Caatle Street, Leicester Square, 
London ; and the ssdd indenture of release, as to the 
execution thereof by the said Robert Mackreth, John 
Martmdak and Henry Martindale, is witnessed by the 
said William Frogatt, and Edward Robson, his derk ; 
and the said bond and warrant of attorney, as to the 
execution thereof respectively by the said John Martin- 
dak, are witnessed by the said William FrogfXtt; the 
sum of 14,000/. above mentioned, to be paid by the 
said William duke of Queensberry to the said Robert 
Mackreth and John Martktdale, was so paid in fourteen 
notes of the Bank of England, of 1000/. each, and num- 
bered as follows (setting out the numbers). 

And the said Sir Robert thereupon pleaded in bar. 
That no other memorial of the said indenture in the 
said cognizance mentioned was enrolled of record in 
the said High Court of Chancery within twenty days 
of the execution of the said indenture, and that the 

said 



1805. 
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1806. 




said sum of 14,000/., in the same indenture mentioned 
to be paid to the said Sir Robert Mackreth and John 
Martindak by the said duke, was not paid to them, or 
either of them, by the said duke. 

And the said Sir Robert Mackreth further pleaded in 
bar to the said cognizance. That the said sum of 
14,000/., in the said indenture and memorial mentioned, 
to be paid to the said Robert Mackreth and John Mar- 
tindale by the said duke, was not paid to the said 
Robert Mackreth and John Martindale, 
\ And the said Sir Robert Madcreth further pleaded in 
bieir to the said cognizance. That the said sum of 14,000/. 
in the said indenture mentioned, and by the said memo- 
rial alleged to have been paid by the said duke to the 
said Robert Mackreth' Bxxd John Martindale, in fourteen 
notes of the Bank of Engkindot 1000/. each, and num- 
bered as in the said memorial is mentioned, was not 
nor was any part thereof paid by the said duke in notes 
of the Bank of England. 

Upon these three pleas issues were' joined. At the 
trial a special verdict was found, which stated. That the 
said annuity of 2QO0L per annum was purchased by the 
said duke of the said John Martindak, and that at the 
time, the same was so purchased the said John Martmdaie 
was seised in his demesne, as of fee, of and in the rever- 
sion of the said mansion-house in which the said goods 
and chattels were taken, expectant on the determination 
of Sir Robert Mackreth^a estate therein ; and that the 
sai4 Sir Robert Mackreth was then, and at the time of 
the finding of the said verdict, seised of and in the 
same in his demesne, as of freehold, for the term of his 
natutal life ; and that the annual value of the estate 
mentioned in and conveyed by the said indenture, at 
the time the said annuity was so granted, and from 
thence till the time of giving the said verdict, had not 
exceeded the sum of 1500/. ; that the said Sir Robert, 
at the request of the said John Martindale, agreed to 

join 
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join with him the said John Mardindak in charging the 
said annuity on the said estates of the said Sir Robert; 
and John Martindak and the said Sir Robert did accord- 
ingly join in and execute the said indenture ; that the 
said I4«000/.« the consideration of the said annuity 
within mentioned, being the proper money of the said 
duke, were, at the time of the sealing and delivery of 
the said indenture by the said John Martindale and the 
said Sir Robert, paid in fourteen notes of the governor 
and company of the Bank of England, of 1000/. each, 
and numbered as in the said memoricd is mentioned, 
and expressed to be payable on demand to the said 
John Martindak in the presence of the said Sir Robert, 
and by and with his privity, knowledge, and consent, 
by Mr. Edward Lenn, then a clerk of Messrs. Coutts and 
company, the said duke's then bankers and by the said 
duke's directions ; that the said duke was not present 
at the time such payment was made, nor was the said 
indenture withinmentioned sealed and delivered by the 
said duke at the time of such payment ; that the said 
Sir Robert and John Martindak signed a receipt for the 
consideration money, but that in fact the whole of the 
consideration money was then paid only into the hands 
of the oaid John Martindale, and to and for his sole use 
and benefit, though the said Sir Robert wvlb present and 
assented to such payment at the time the same was 
made, he being merely party to the deed for the pur- 
pose of conveying his said life estate and interest in the 
said premises in which the said goods were taken, for 
securing the payment of the said annuity. 

Judgment was given for the Defendant upon all the 
issues. 

This judgment of the Court of King's Bench was 
founded on three objections to the validity of the said 
annuity. 

' First. Because it was stated in the said indenture of 
the 9th of November 1793, and in the said memorial, 

that 
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1805. 




that the said sum of 14>000/. was paid by the said dake 
to the said Sir Robert Mackrdh and JoAft Mwrtindak, 
whereas in fact it was paid by the said Edward Lem, 
the agent of the said duke, and the said duke was not 
present when the said sum of 14»000i. was paid. 

Secondly. Because it was stated in the said inden- 
ture of the 9th of November 1793, and in the said me- 
morial, that the said sum of 14,000/. waa paid to Sir 
Robert Mackreth and John Martmdak, whereas in fact 
it was paid to the said JoAfi Martindak only, for his sole 
use and benefit. 

Thirdly. Because it appeared by the said indenture 
of the 9th November 1793, that the said estates therein 
mentioned were conveyed to the said Thomas Qmit$f 
upon divers trusts which are not specified or set forth 
in the said memorial. 

To reverse this judgment of the Court of King's 
Bench, a writ of error was brought and the oommon 
errors assigned. 

The Plaintiflf in error prayed that the judgment might 
be reversed for the following, among other reasons : 

With respect to the said first objection above men- 
ti<med, it is admitted that the Legislature meant by the 
annuity act 17 G.3. c.26., that there should he a me- 
morial, which should be a faithful abstract oi every 
grant of an annuity, and therefore the first section, 
which is the leading feature of the act, requires that 
there should in every case be a memorial, and also that 
that memorisl should contain the dates of all the 
assurances, the names of all the parties for wIkmu they 
are trustees, the names of all the witnesses* the annual 
sum to be paid, the lives for which the annuity is 
granted, and the consideration fi^r granting the same ; 
all which it is insisted are accurately stated in the 
memorial of the present annuity. It is observable that 
this first section, though it requires the memorial which , 
undoubtedly intended to disclose ev^ thing ma- 
terial 
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terial in the deed, only requires the names of the 1805. 

parties, and for whom they are trustees, or in other 
words, by whom, and on whose behalf the transaction 
took place* 

The third section^ which relates only to the deeds, 
directs that they shall set forth the consideration, and 
the names of the persons by whom or on whose behalf 
it was paid, an expression which, by reference to the 
iirst section, which directed the form of the memorial, 
must be construed to mean, not the hand which paid 
the money, or laid the same on the table, which was 
jaot required in the memorial, but, agreeably to the first 
«ectioii, the person whose money was paid, or if paid 
out of one person's monies on behalf alid for the 
benefit of another, the name of such oUier person* 
This appears to be the mantfest meaning of the law, as 
contained in the third section, because undoubtedly 
the deed, which was secret and kept in the custody of 
the grantee only, could neyer be intended to be more 
explicit than the memorial which was a public clue to 
it ; and the very use and intention of which was to 
register a public memorial of every thing which could 
appear by production of the deed itself, on pain of 
avoiding the grant, and surely therefore if the Legisla*- 
tore had intended that the very hand that paid, and 
not merely the person whose money was paid, should 
appear upon the face of the grant, it would have rather 
required it in the memorial which was public, than in 
tlie grant which wfis secret, or at all events in both, 
instead of requiring it in the deed only, a. provision fii- 
volous and nugatory. When therefore the case of 
WilUasmY. The Duke <^ Bolton, reported in 3 Ves.jun. 
138, and 4 Broum's Ch. Ca. 297., was iiisisted upon by 
the counsel in the case p( Dabner against Barnard, 
7 Term R^. 248., which was the first decision in the 
Court of King's B#nch on this ppi&t, Lord Chief Justice 
Kef^fon revolted at the aigument of the counsel till they 

insisted 
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iiusisted on the authority, and his lordship said quifadi 
per cdiumfacitper se, a maxim which occured also to the 
Barons of the Exchequer in a subsequent case, till the 
decision of Williams v. I^c Duke of Bolton was brought 
before them ; a decision which both the Court of King's 
Bench and the Exchequer felt themselves bound by, 
on account of the respectability of the judges who 
decided it, and because the words of the statute were 
sufficient to bear the construction, though another con- 
struction might also be fairly put on it. The decisions 
therefore of the respective courts may be considered as 
resting entirely on the authority of the case of WilBamsY. 
The Duke of Bolton, above alluded to, and are not to be 
considered as the genuine opinion of the Judges of 
those Courts, or as containing any solid evidence of the 
true construction to be put upon the statute. 

With respect to the second objection, it is submitted 
that the first section of the annuity act, so far as relates 
to this point, only requires the memorial to state the 
names of the parties to the transaction, tiie annual sum 
to be paid, and the consideration of the granting the 
annuity ; Sir Robert Mackreth as well as John Martindale, 
was indisputably a party to the transaction, and the 
consideration of the annuity was 14,000/., paid by the 
duke to John Martindale, with the concurrence and at 
the request of Sir Bobert, who was present when it was 
paid ; and though the jury have found that in fact the 
money was paid to John Martindale forliis sole use, that 
fact might not be known to or on behalf of the duke at 
the time the money was paid, and it might then be 
supposed that as Sir Robert conveyed so considerable an 
estate for the purpose of securing the annuity, he was 
to participate in the consideration money ; though the 
jury have found that the 14,000/. were paid to John 
Martindale alone, it does not follow but that shortly 
afterwards he paid a part of the consideration money 
to Sir Robert upon a pre-existing agreement between 

them; 
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them 'j and indeed, suppo&ing the case to be otherwise, 1805. 

yet as Sir Robert was an active party in the transaction, 
and did not merely volunteer his personal secuiity, and 
the money was paid at his request, it might fairly be 
considered in the eye of the law, and in a form^ con- 
veyance, which ul^fo^nly contains technical expre^ 
sions that the money was paid aa well to Sir Rojkrtf as 
to John Marti^dak. The ssMfie observations apply to 
the third section of the annuity act, which' it must be 
also observed only requires the deeds to state tl^ name ' 
or names of the person or persons by whom, and o^ 
whose behalf, and not to wham <Mr on whose behajyf the 
consideration wits advanced. 

Witii respect to the last objection; which arises put 
of the first section of the annuity act, requiring a me- 
morial stating the names of aU the parties, and ^ for 
whom any of them ajre trustees, it jif submitted that the 
statute only j^equires the q)^orial to st^te the grant of 
the annuity, or other chaxge, wd for whose benefit it 
was made, as h^ been done in the present cs^e, unless 
the deed granting the uinuity cojuy^^y spme e^tfi for 
other purposes, .Resides the securiiigihe pfiyiQ^nt of the 
annuity, ^md where, aflter satisfa^ion of the annuity, 
the deed directs a beneficial interest ia the premises to 
take place di£(!9rent to that which tho ^antor was 
entitled to at the tin^e .the annuity deed^ were exeqvited. 
Now in the present case it appears frcon the ind^^ture 
of the 9th of Nooesmf^ 1793, that the pt^liAiBes to n^hioh 
Sir Robert was entitled for life, renuonder to J,pin 
Martmdak in fi^e, and the leasehold ftnd qther premises 
were copreyed to Thomas Comtts merely in trust, fpr 
securing the payment of th^^, annuity; and though fi 
term was carved out of the inhei^itance, and granted to 
the said Thomas C&utts for the t^rm of ninety-nine yeaiB 
in truAt. yet, the trti^ts were c^mKion and incidefiitid to 
the grapt, and merely to secure .the p$.yment of ;the 
annuity ; and .after .satisfaction of it^, the triist wa3 to 

Vol/. I. N.S. Q enure 
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enure for the benefit of the same person or persons as 
would have been -entitled to the estate, if the annuity 
had never been granted. Therefore whether the deci- 
sions in Dolman v. Dobnm, 5 Term Rep^ 64L and Hoodr. 
BurUon, 2 Veseyjun. 29. 4 Br.Ch.Gas. 121. are correct 
or not, the present differs materially from those cases, 
for there it appeared that the premises were conveyed 
in trust, not only to satisfy the annuity, as stated in the 
memorial, but also to pay other debts, or for other pur- 
poses not fully stated in such memorial; and conse- 
quently such annuity was void, because the memoriab 
did not disclose all the beneficial purposes for which 
the annuity was granted. The present case more re- 
-s^nbles the case of Toldervy against Allan, 5 Term 
Rq)orts, 480. where the memorial was held sufficient 
It is however submitted that there is no decision im- 
mediately bearing on this point, and that it is only to 
be considered what was the intention of the Legislature, 
which ought indeed to govern, though there may be 
express decisions of the courts repugnant to it 

In the above-mentioned case of Hood against BurUon, 
Lords Commissioners Eyre and Ashhursi . held the 
•annuity void, because the beneficial interests created by 
the grantor were not sufficiently stated ; and a similar 
reason was certainly the ground of the Judge's decision 
in the above-mentioned case of Dolman v. Dolman: and 
in the case of Toldervy y. Allan, above alluded to, the 
court held that the first clause of the statute extended 
only to persons for whom trusts were created, observing 
that the Legislature did not mean to require the parties 
to mention all the trusts which were a lien on the 
estates, independently of the annuity, such as to pay 
taxes. Sec. but only those which were created in conse- 
quence of the annuity being granted. 
' It is rather remarkable, that it does not appear from 
the reports of either of the cases on tlu« point, that the 
spirit or ixrtention of the Legislature was satisfactorily 

inquired 
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inquired into, and that the decisions appear to 
have been founded merely on the words of the 
statute. 

It is admitted that the Legislature required a memo- 
rial stating the transaction, the better to protect the 
grantor, and enable him, by examining the memorial 
at any time, to discover and avoid a fraudulent'transac- 
lion. The annuity act does not appear, from the fram- 
ing of it, to have been passed in favour of creditors or 
persons ' not privy to the transaction. * It certainly 
required all interests adverse, if they maybe so termed, 
to that of the grantor, to be stated in the memorial ; 
but it could not be necessary to state trusts or interests 
consistent with and in favour of his interest.' In the 
present case, the memorial states the duke's right 
during' his life to an annuity of 2000/.; this was the 
only interest and charge on the premises adverse to 
the grantor^s interest, and is indisputably correctly 
stated in the deed and memorial. The powers of 
distress, &c. are notoriously ^created whenever an 
estate is conveyed for the purpose of securing the 
due payment of an annuity ; and it is also as notorious 
that such conveyance is in no case absolute; entitling 
the grantee immediately to enjoy the premises, but 
the party conveying the estate is always at liberty to 
hold the same till default be made in payment of 
au annuity : it would therefore have been idle as well 
as unnecessary, in point of law, to have made a 
tedious detail of these provisions in the memorial ; 
and though the deed directs how the trusts of the 
respective terms shall enure after satisfaction of the 
annuity, it was unnecessary to notice such direction 
in the memorial, because it was in favour of, and 
not a beneficial interest adverse to the rights of the 
grantors ; and also because, had the deed been silent 
and omitted the direction, the interest of the grantors 

Q 2 would 
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would, after ntiBfactioa of the annuity, have been the 
same as ezpresed in the deed. 

T. Ebskine. 

3fbHK Lens. 

JosBPR Jektll. 



The Defendant in error hoped that tiie judgment of 
the Court of Kii^s Bench would be affirmed ibr 
these, among other reasons : 

BecausiB, indejiendent of the facts foond by the 
special Terdict, it appears upon this record, that the 
tmsts contained in the annuity deed are not set out 
in the memorial; in which it is only stated that 
Mr. Colitis is a trustee for the duke: but nothing 
appears of the transaction between the parties, which, 
it has been held, must necessarily be stated in the 
memorial. The tnnts here are very material, they 
authorise the trustee to raise the anears of the annuity 
if behind 60 days, by lease, sale, or mortgage, and 
to give the residue, after discharging the preceding 
trust, to the person entitled to the freehold df the 
premises changed. There 'is also a trust for the 
grantor, till de&ult of payment. 

These two last trusts bring the case widiin the 
express words of the act of Parliament 17 Geo. 3. 
c. 26. «. 1. which direct that the memorial shall con- 
tain " the names of all the parties, and for whom 
any of them arts trustees." The memorial here does 
not state that Mr. Coutts was trustee for the grsntor 
till deCnult of payment, nor for the person entitled 
to the fieehold of the premises, for the residue of 
the money for dischar^ng the arrears of the annuity. 
The case of Twfior and Johmm, 8 T. R. IM.is pre- 
dsdy in point. 

Upon the facts fbund in the apecial TcnUct, it 
appears, Flmt. 
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Firat. That the deed does not state the name of the 
person by whom the money was actually paid. 

The third section of ^e act requires this in express 
terms. ** And also the name or names of the person or 
** persons by whom and on whose behalf the said con- 
** sideration^ or any part thereof* shall be advanped.'' 
This defect has been held to avoid the deed so fre-f 
quently and in so many of the Courts of Wesimimier 
Hall, that it would be of dangerous consequence to 
overturn the decisipns ; many of them are collected in 
Dabnerv. Barnard, 7 T. Rl 248. They appear to be 
founded as well on the policy of the act as on its pre* 
cise words. 

Secondly. It appears also that there is no true state-^ 
mentj either in this deed or the memorial, of thfs person 
who received the money. 

The real transaction appears to be this. That the 
annuity was purchased of Martwdak alone; that 
Mackreih only consented to charge the life e$tate; 
that in truth he had none of the money, and no bene- 
ficial interest. 

These are the res gesta, as they^are found by the 
special verdict* They are not set out in his memorial, 
nor could they be guessed at from any thing which 
appears there. 

V. GiBBS. 
S. ROMIXLY. 

H. Dampibr. 
Q. Markham. 



1806. 



Ahlbw 
Hackrbth. 



This case was argued at the bar of the House of 
Lords by Erdane and Lem Serjt, on behalf of the 
Plaintiffs in error, and GtUn and RomUh/ on behalf of 
the Defendants in error. 

The following questions were, upon the motion of 
the Lord Chancellor, submitted to the Judges : 

Q 3 Ist. 
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Ist. Whether (attending to the effect of the inden- 
tore of release of the 9th of November 1793) the re- 
presentation in the .memorial, that " Thomas Coutts 
was a trustee nominated on the part of the Dnke of 
QueenAerry,** was in law and according to the act of 
the 17 G. 3. c. 26. a sufficient representation of the 
person or persons for whom the said Thomas Coutts 
was a trustee, according to the effect of the said 
indenture ? 

2d. Whether, it appearing upon the record that 
the sum of. 14,000/., the proper money of the said 
duke, was paid in notes of the governor and company 
of the Bank of England, by Edward Lenn, then a 
clerk of Messrs. Coutts and Co., the then bankers 
or the said duke, and by the said duke*s direction, 
and that the said duke was not then present, and 
the said indenture having stated the consideration 
to be " the sum of 14,000/. of lawful money of Great 
Britain well and truly paid by the said duke,^ the 
several matters, required by the beforementioned act 
of parliament to be fully and truly set forth and 
described in words at- length in every deed whereby 
an annuity shall be granted, as to the consideration 
and the payment of the consideration for such annuity, 
are set forth and described in the said indenture ac- 
cording to law ? 

3d. Whether, it appearing upon the record that at 
the time of the payment of such notes of the governor 
and company of the Bank of England, the same were 
paid to John Martindale in the presence of Sir Robert 
Mackreth, and by and with his privity, knowledge, and 
consent, and that the said John and Sir Robert signed a 
receipt for the consideration money, but that in fact 
the whole of the consideration money was then paid 
only into the hands of the said Jokn, and to and for 
his sole use and benefit (though the said Sir Robert 

was 
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was present and assented to such payment at the time 
it was made, he being merely party to the said inden-, 
ture; for the purpose of conveying his said life estate 
and interest on the premises)^ and the memorial having, 
stated.the consideration of the indenture of grant of the 
annuity to be 14,000/. paid to the said Rob&i and John, 
and the consideration of the bond mentioned in the, 
memorial being therein stated to be 14,000/. paid to the- 
said John ; does the memorial stated in the record duly 
and according to law set forth every deed, instrument, 
or other assurance, whereby the annuity is granted or 
attempted to be granted ? 

4th. Whether the annuity, granted by the said inden- 
ture, being an annuity of 2000/., thereby made pay- 
able on the 9th day of May and 9th day of November in 
every year, by even and equal portions, together with 
a proportionable part of the same, from the last of the 
said days of payment which shall happen next before 
the decease of the said Duke of Queensbeny, up and 
home to the day of the decease, and the memorial stated 
on the record being a memorial of a grant of ** one an- 
nual sum of 2000/.,'^ does such memorial set forth the 
annual sum or sums to be paid according to law and the 
above statute ? 



1805. 




On this day the opinion of the Judges was delivered 
by the Lord Chief Baron Macdonald on the 1st and 2d 
questions submitted to them by the House, upon which 
questions they were unanimously of opinion, first, that 
the memorial did not sufficiently state, according to 
the 17 G.3. C.26., for whom Thomas Coutts was a trustee ; 
and 2dly, that the name of the person, by whose hand 
the consideration of the annuity was paid, ought to 
have been stated in the deed by which the annuity was 
granted. 



After this opinion had been delivered by the Lord 

Q 4 Chief 
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Chief Baron to the House, the Lord Chancellor again 
addressed the House, and suggested that though the 
answers of the learned Judges upon the Ist and 2(1 
questions proposed to them were sufficient to decide 
this case, still it would be important to ascertaun their 
opinions also upon the 3d and 4th questions proposedi 
as including most of the difficulties arising out of the 
17 G.3. C.26., and accordingly moved that the 3d and 
4th questions should be again proposed to the judges. 
This was accordingly done, but no opinion bas yet 
been delivered upon them. 



THE END OF HILARY TERM. 



CASES 

ARGUED AND DETERMINED 

IN THE 

Court of COMMON PLEAS, 

IN 

• 

Easter Temiy 

In the Forty-fifth Year of the Reign of George III. 



Baylisv. Manning. jteSd. 

T^ilKLfFSeijt. moved to amend the count in a The CoortTCfiiMd 
Jj wit of right. The count stated the right to have *»p«™«**>«« Demtad- 

^ «,. , ,, alitlBa writ of right 

descended nrom one Robert Baylu, last seised to the toameDdhiieoii]it.by 
demandant: whereas in fact it descended to John BauUs, *ntn^*««"g ■» "d^- 

tlOBAl itM) in tli6 do- 

the father of the demandant, and from him to the de- ^eot, thongii it wm 
matidant. An affidavit was produced, stating that in- iwonitiiattbeBiiitAke 
quiiy had been made in the country respecting the title, ^Mitiiduit 



and that the demandant had been mis-informed ; in been Bif-iflformed in 
cdiis^uence of whidi the mistake in the count had ?* ^"*^' "* *^^ 

^ the Pemendint wonld 

arisen ; and that unless the amendment were allowed, be barred, wJeM the 
the demandant, would be barred by the statute of li- ^^^^ 'we d. 

^ towed. 

mitations. 

But the Cotir^ refused to allow the amendment, say- 
ing that they considered this case less favourable than 

the 
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demandant here had commenced his action without 
knowing the title upon which it was founded, whereas 
the defect in the former case arose from a mere mistake 
of the pleader. 

Rule refused (ft). 

(a) Ani€, 64. (6) K«b ttiam Dumtdag t. Hugh$a, S Bm. 4> PmU.AS%. 




Ma^Aiku JuDiNE, Assignee of a Bankrupt, v. Da Cossen. 

A trader, hafing a nP^HIS was an actiou of trovcr, brought by the Plain- 
oonDting-hoiue m J^ ^ff^ ^ assignee of a bankrupt, to recover a quan- 

hooM in the ooontry, tity of Russiu sheeting and blue cloth. 

left the former (to j^^ ^g ^rfal before Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. at the 

which he Deter x^ 

turued), uking hii GuUdludl sittings after last Hilary term, it appeared that 
booke wiUi bim» ud the bankrupt's only dwelling-house was at Wahoarth, 

houe^a few^iiiJhii' ^^* ^^^ ^® canied on his business solely at his count- 
when he finally left ing-houscin iiiigej-Ccmrf; thatou Fru2ay the 8thof Jtiiie, 
that alio. Held that j^^ departed from his countine-*house, to which he neyer 

haTug quitted hia ^ ^ 

connUttg-hoiise with- afterwards returned, and took his books away with him; 
ooi the ammm rm^^ ^^^ ^^ Friday night he slept at his house at WaboortK 
•ent himself from that ^^^ Continued to reside there till Sunday morning, when 
day within the mean- he went out, but returned again on Monday afternoon ; 

"i.°and*thereby^.' ^^^^ ^^ Tucsdittf moming he finally left his dwelling- 
mittedaaaotofhank- house ; and that on Saturday the 9th of June, the wife 
mptoy. (c) ^£ ^Y^^ Defendant called upon the bankrujpt, at his house 

at Walworth, respecting a debt due from the bankrupt 
to the Defendant, in consequence' of which the goods 
were delivered to her by the bankrupt on Sunday the 
10th. The jury, under his LoMship's direction, found 
a verdict for the Plaintiff. 

(c) Jtofrcrfjon ▼. Uddett, 9 East, 487 M'dU ? . BumtU, 2 M . & 8. 556. 
GiUingkttm ▼. Lamg, 6 Tanot. 5SS. 

Vaughan 
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Vaughan Seijt. now moved for a rule to shew caase 
why this verdict should not be set aside and a nonsuit 
entered, insisting that, as the bankrupt did not leave 
his dwelling-house until Tuesdmf morning, the act of 
bankruptcy was not compleat until that time, and con- 
sequently the Defendant was entitled to retain the goods 
which were delivered on Sunday: that the words of the 
13 EUz. C.7. 5. 1. are '' depart from his dwelling-house 
to the intent or purpose to defraud or hinder any of his 
creditors ;'' and that whatever might have been the in- 
tention of the bankrupt in leaving his counting-house 
on Friday f his act uppn that day did not make him a 
bankrupt within the meaning of the statute. 



1806. 




Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. I left it to the jury to 
determine whether, when the bankrupt left his coimting- 
house, he left it with the intention never to return again; 
and the jury thought that he did. The case may perhaps 
be new in circumstances, but the question is this. Whe- 
ther, when a trader, having a counting-house, and carry- 
ing on business no where else, leaves that counting-house 
without the animus revertencU, he comes within the mean- 
ing of the words of the 13 ££r. That statute is not con- 
fined to departing from the dwelling-house, but after 
the words depart the realm, or begin to keep house, it 
has this expression — " or otherwise to absent himself.'^ 
Though therefore the case may be new, I can entertain 
no doubt upon it. If a man, who carries on business at 
a counting-house, goes away, taking all his books with 
him, without any intention of returning, though he may 
have a country-house at which he sleeps two or three 
nights afterwards, I think that he begins to absent him- 
self from the time that he leaves his counting-house. 



Heath J. There appears to me to be very antient 
authority for considering a trader as bankrupt from the 
time that he leaves his counting-house. The term "bank- 
rupt 
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rupt^ is derived from the liaUm expreBsion '' Banop 
ToUor and formerlj when a trader left his place of 
business, the benches ware broken, and he was de- 
clared a bankrupt. 



RooKE and Chambrb Justices being of the same 
opinion, 

« 

Vmighan took nothing by his motion. 



Atty v. Lin no. 

THIS was an action on a policy of insurance, upon 
the freight of the ship Stranger, at and from Lon- 
don to Jamaica, with liberty to touch at Madeira, and 
discharge and take goods on board there. The caase 
was tried before Chambre J. at the GuUdhaU sittings 
take good! on bovd j^y \^^ Michoelmos term, when it appeared, that by 

Uiera. The Ptaiotifft ^ - '^'^ ^ 

a charter-party, dated the 10th December 1803, it was 
agreed between the Plaintiff as owner of the Stranger, 
and J. S> De Franca, as freighter thereof, that the ship 
should take in such goods at the port of London as the 
freighter should think proper, and proceed therewith to 
the island o{ Madeira, and having arrived there, the 

ageit ihoold direct, 

and reoeiTe on board wine, and proeeed to^ Itmtaie; and then deUrer ; and the frei|hter agieed la 
pay lft5/. in fnU for freight daring the whole Tojage from Lomdom to Mad§ira, and from thence to 
Jamaiea, inch freight to be paid in Madeira, on delirerj of the gooda shipped at Lomiom for thit 
place, by Madnra wine at 40/. jnt pipe, to be carried in the said abip to Jaanriem f nee of freight . 
the ihtp arrired at Madmra, and delirered all her Londtm cargo, except IS oaaki of ooaU. which 
the cq>taia kept on board to etiffea the ship ; haying reeelTcd part of his cargo for Jamaica, bat not 
the wbe to be paid for freight, a gale of wind ariaing, the captain waa obliged to eot his cables and 
ran oat to sea) where he was captared. Held that the PlaintilT was entitled to reco? er for a total 
loss, (a) 



Jfi^rth. 

Policy npon the 
freight of the ship 
Strang, at and 
from Loadim to /a- 
aunca, with liberty 
to toach at Madtirt^ 
and discharge and 



had agreed by char- 
ter-party that the 
ship shoald take in 
goods at Lomdoa, to 
Madeira, and there 
delireraach part of 
the goods shipped 
at London as their 



(a) And see WiiUamt t. Limdim Asitmrnea 
TruicaU t. CkritHa, S B. & B. 390. 



C oBi p an j f, 1 M. & 8. SIS. 

commander 
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shipped at London as the agents of the freighter should 
direct, and there receire on board the said ahip« from 
the freighter or his agents, such quantity of wine as he 
or they should think proper; and having received the 
same, should proceed to Kingston in theisland a£ Jamaica, 
and there make a true delivery of the cargo to the 
fi:eighter or his agents. And it was further agreed by 
the said J. S. De Franca, that he should pay to the 
Plaintiff 135/« in full for freight or hire of the said ship 
during the whole of the said voyage from London to 
Madeira, and from thence to Kir^cnm Jamaica ; such 
freight to be paid in Madura aforesaid on a right and 
true delivery of the goods that might be shipped in 
London for that place, by London Particular Madeira 
wine at the rate of 40/. per pipe, which wine only, and 
and the hogshead given to the master, should be car- 
ried in the said ship to Jamaica free of freight. The 
captain, being called as a witness, proved that the ship, 
having taken on board a cat^ in the river Thamu, con- 
sisting of bale goods, and a quantity of coals in old 
wine casks by way of ballast, set sail on th^ 2d of Feb- 
ruary, and arrimed.at Madeira on the 26th of that month ; 
that about the 28th, the ship began to deliver her car- 
go, the whole of which, except 33 casks of coals, was 
discharged by the 7th of March, at which time 69 pipes 
of wine consigned to London (but not the wine by which 
the freight was to be paid) had been put on board ; 
that the agents of the freighter were ready to receive 
the 33 casks of coals, but that they wefe retained on 
board by the captain to stiffen the ship until the rest of 
the cargo bt Jamaica could be shipped; that on the 
7th of March a gale of wind arose, which continuing 
till the 9th, the captain was obliged to cut hi« cables 
and run out to sea.; that beii^ driven to the westward, 
the ship fell in with a fWiwA(privateeraBd was oaptuied. 
The jury found a verdict for the Plaintiff for a totdl lo68. 

A rule 
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A rule haying been obtained, calling on the Plaintiff 
to shew canse why the verdict should' not be set aside 
and a new trial had; first, on the ground that the 
Plaintiff was not entitled to recover any thing; and 
secondly, that the Plaintiff was only entitled to recofer 
for a partial loss. 



Manhall and Best Serjts. now argued in support of 
the rule ; first, the underwriter on fireight only under- 
takes that the owner of the ship shall iiot be deprived 
of his right to freight by any of the perils insured 
against. If therefore the right to freight in this case 
had vested before the loss happened, and an action 
would have lain to recover it of De Franca, nothing 
which afterwards took place could divest that right, 
and consequently the assured would not be injured by 
the loss of the ship. By the terms of this charter- 
party, the right to receive freight was not made to 
depend, as in most other cases, upon the completion of 
the voyage, but was to vest upon a true delivery of the 
London cargo at Madeira, It is true that, when the loss 
happened, 33 casks of the London cargo renudned un- 
delivered. But if the delivery of these casks was pre- 
vented by the fault of De JPronca's agents, he must 
be answerable for their fault, and is liable to pay the 
freight ; if by the fault of the captain himself, then he 
has broken the charter-party ; if by unavoidable neces- 
sity, then the Plaintiff was justified ; and all having 
been delivered which could be reasonably demanded, 
the right to freight vested. If the performance of the 
condition was either excused by necessity, or dispensed 
with by De Franca, an action might be maintained 
for the freight. Now shipping the wine before the 
delivery of the coals may be considered as a licence on 
the part of De Franca to detain the latter. On the 
other hand, if the Plaintiff was in fault, he has lost the 
freight by his own act. The charter-party makes no 

provision 



Atty 
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ballast. If ballast was wanted, the Plaintiff should 
have taken it out ; and if he withheld the coals con- 
trary to the ^ charter-party, it was by his own act that Lindo. 
the freight was prevented from vesting. Secondly, 
The Plaintiff can only recover for the loss of freight 
from Madeira to Jamaica. The freight in this case is 
reserved upon the whole voyage from London to Ma- 
deira, and from Madeira to Jamaica: but wherever a 
voyage is divisible, freight may be apportioned. This 
voyage is divisible, both by the terms of the charter- 
party, and the nature of the trade. In Siderfin, 236. it 
is said, that if a ship go from one port to another, and 
there unload, and in her passage to a third place be 
lost before her second unloading, the owner shall only 
recover freight for the first loading and unloading. 
The case of Luke v. I^fde, 2 Burr. 882. 1 Black. 190. 
also clearly shews, that where goods are carried to a 
certain point only, and received by the freighter, the 
owner may recover freight pro raid itineris. In this 
case, therefore, the jury ought to have apportioned the 
freight, and to have deducted so much as was earned 
by the carriage from London to Madeira. 

Shepherd and Bayley Seijts. contrd. First, it may be 
admitted, that if the Plaintiffs be entitled to recover of 
De Franca, this action cannot be supported. The de- 
livery of the London cargo is a condition precedent 
which has not been performed, and there is no evidence 
from which it can be inferred that the delivery was pre- 
vented by the fault either of the Plaintiff or De Franca. 
The casks of coals were retained on board in the ordi- 
nary course to keep the ship right until the remainder 
of the Madeira cargo should be delivered ; but until the 
whole London cargo was unshipped, the condition was 
not performed, and the right io freight did not vest. 
Tlie case of Cutter v. Powell, 6 Term Rep. 320. is a clear 

authority 
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is made to depend upon the performance of a condition* 
nothing can be recovered unless that condition be per- 
formed, though such performance were pieTented hj 
the act of God. In the present case, however, it may 
be observed that this is not a mere insurance that the 
assured shall have a right to freight, but it is an iusu- 
rantbe on the freight till the frei^t-wine is put on board 
at Madeira, and afterwards on the freight-wine itself 
until iU arrival at Jamaica. And as the assujDed have 
been prevented by the perils insured against from re- 
ceiving the wine on board their ship, they are entitled 
to recover. Secondly, This is not a partial, but a total 
loss ; the contract in this case is entire on o^e voyage 
from London to Madeira, and from Madeira to Jamaica, 
and cannot be severed. WJhere the contract is ej^p^ess 
and entire, the freiglit cannot be apportioned. This 
was decided in Cook v. Jemmgs, 7 Term jR^j*. 881. in 
whidi case the distinction between express 9iX^ implied 
contracts was taken, and the case th^n before the 
Court, which was founded on a charter-i^irtyj was dis- 
tinguished from that of Luke v. L^, which was an 
action of indtbitaius auump^* 

Sir Jambs Mansfiei^d Ch. J. This is a motion for 
a new trial, on the ground, first, that the PlaintifiTis not 
entitled to recover any thing, and seqondly, that he is 
only entitled to recover for a partial loss. There is 
nothing particular in the terms of the policy ; but in 
order to understand the real subject of insurance, we 
are obliged to refer to the charterrp^rty, froqa which it 
appears, that the subject-matter of ipsurance is of a 
very singular nature. Generally spe$jLii\g, an insurance 
on freight is nothing more than an undertaking that 
the owner of the ship shall not.be prevepted by any of 
the perils insured against from having alright, to ^recover 
freight ifrom the persons who have bound themselves 

to 
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to pay it ; but this is not only an insurance that the 
owner shall be in a condition to demand his freight^ 
that is, that the ship shall be in a state to receive a 
payment in Madeira wine at Madeira, but also that 
theVine so received shall, notwithstanding the perils 
insured against, be safely carried to Jamaica. This 
must be the nature and effect of the insurance, other- 
wise ^f the London cargo were carried to Madeira and 
there delivered, and then the freight paid in wine, if 
the ship were afterwards lost, the owner would lose his 
freight by the perils insured against, and yet not be 
protected by the policy. It seems to be admitted, 
therefore, that the insurance must extend to protect 
the wine when on board, as well as the right to receive 
it ; and I believe that this sort of insurance is continu- 
ally made and well understood in the city of London. 
In order to judge of the question, we must look at the 
charter-party, by which it is agreed that De Franca 
shall pay to the Plaintiff the sum of 135/. in full for 
freight by the said ship during the whole of the said 
voyage from London to Madeira, and from thence to 
Kingston in Jamaica; which freight is to be paid in Ma- 
deira, on a true delivery of the goods shipped in London, 
by Madeira wine at 402. per pipe, which wine is to be 
carried in the ship to Jamaica free of freight. The 
charter-party, therefore, treats the whole as one voy- 
age from London to Jamaica, touching at Madeira. The 
freight for the whole voyage is to be paid in one gross 
sum, and that sum is to be paid in Madeira wine, valued 
at a certain sum, at Madeira; the payment, therefore, 
is local and indivisible, and on payment of the freight 
in Madeira wine, the wine is to b& carried in this parti- 
cular ship in the particular voyage from Madeira to Ja^ 
maica. The intention of the parties to the policy was 
to insure the object of the voyage, part of which was 
to carry to Jamaica the wine paid for freight. On the 
arrival of the ship at Madeira, the captain proceeded 
Vol. I. N.S. R to 
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to unload. It appears that there were persons ready 
to receive the cools, bat that the captain, consistently 
with the safety of the ship, could only deliver them as 
he received the wine on board. There is no evidence 
that he was prevented from getting the wine on board 
by the neglect of De Eranca/or that the captain himself 
was guilty of delay in taking out the coals. Before all 
the coals could be delivered, a storm arose ; the ship 
was captured, and a total loss ensued, upon which an 
action is brought against the underwriter. No Maddrm 
wine was or could have been delivered on board the 
ship for freight ; I say no wine could have been deli- 
vered for freight, because it is not proved that any per- 
son was guilty of delay. Without any fault being im- 
putable to any one, an accident happened, which ren- 
dered it impossible for the captain to receive the freight 
at Madeira. Then why may he not recover it from the 
underwriters? While the ship was at Madeira, she 
was, in the course of the voyage insured at and Scorn 
London to Janudca, taking Madeira in the way ; and 
the owner was to receive the freight at Maddra to be 
carried in the intended voyage to Jamaica. The owner, 
therefore, was deprived of his freight by perils insured 
against by the policy. But it is said that the loss can 
only be partial, because the owner has a right to receive 
freight for so much of the voyage as was at an end. 
But the terms of the charter-party afford a complete 
answer to that objection. How can we apportion the 
freight, when the terms of the policy exclude any de- 
mand for a part of the voyage 1 A certain sum is to 
be paid in wine to be carried to Jamaica free of freight 
for the whole vojragc* This is not like an agreement 
to pay money for time or for distance ; it is impossible 
that the owner in this case should be entitled to receive 
any thing for having perfonned a part only of the voy- 
age. I see no reason, therefore, why tlie verdict of the 
jury should be reduced. 

Heath 
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HEATfi J. There are two questions in this case. 
First, Whether the Plaintiff be entitled to recover any 
thing ? Secondly, Whether he be entitkd to recover 
for a partial or a total loss ? This is an action tipon a 
policy on freight. As «oon as the ship broke groand 
at London an inchoate right to freight attached, and the 
loss which happened is within the policy. The Plain- 
tiff, therefore, is entitled to recover, unless some reason 
to the contrary can be 6hewn. It is said tlrat either 
De Branca, of the captain, was guilty of neglect ; but 
the underwriters do not know to which the neglect is to 
be imputed. I never heard of neglect being set up as 
a defence, without specifying some person to whom it 
wets to be imputed. The jury, howevei*, have exercised 
their judgment upon thitf subject, whic|} ^as a mattet 
of (act, and Ito blame iu therefore to be imputed to 
either. The only remaining question then is. Whether 
the Plaintiff be entitled to recover for a total loss ; and 
I see no pretence for considering the loss which has 
happened as a partial loss:. The voyage was not divi- 
sible. I remember a case in the Kin^s Bench, where a 
ship, laden for Newfoundland, was to discharge her 
cargo there, and buy fish to be earned to the Italian 
market; and the Court thought that the whole was 
but one voyage. In the present case, I think it impos- 
sible to make any modification of the freight. 



1805. 



ATTt 



RooKE J. I am of the same opinion. With i^espect 
to the first point, whether the Plaintiff be entitled to 
i^over at all,, I think that his right to recover may be 
stated shortly. He has been prevented from earning 
freight, not by his own default, or that of the captain, 
but by the perils insured against. He is therefore, en- 
titled to recover something, and if any thing, why not 
the whole ? Under the words of this charter-party, I 
think it impossible to apportion the freight. If the 
agreement had been merely to pay a sum of money, 

R 2 possibly 
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possibly sdme means of apportioning might be found ; 
but here the freight was to be paid, not merely by put- 
ting a certain quantity of Madeira wine on board the 
ship, but it was part of the stipulation, that such wine 
should be carried free of freight to Jamaica. I do not 
see, therefore, how that sort of freight can be appor- 
tioned. 



Chambre J. I am entirely of the same opinion. 
Air the facts of the case were left to the jury, and I do 
not see how they could entertain any doubt. It was 
necessary to the safety of all persons concerned, that 
some part of the outward cargo should be left on board. 
Indeed, if there had been some negligence in deliyering 
the outward cargo, I do not know that it would affect 
this policy ; for if the freight-wine had been put on 
board, it would hare been blown out and captured. As 
to the divisibility of the voyage, I do not think that 
much reliance was placed on it at the trial, since no 
evidence was offered to enable the jury to say how 
much ought to be deducted. Suppose no goods had 
been sent to Madeira, yet the freighter must have paid 
the whole freight agreed upon. How then are we to 
ascertain what sum the Plaintiff ought to receive for 
the use of the ship ftom London to Madeira? It seems 
to me that this case differs materially from those in 
which a division has been permitted, and that the ver- 
dict is quite right upon both points. 



Rule discharged. 
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(IN THE EXCHEQUER CHAMBER.) 

Babnabd v. N. Gostling and G. Gostling, ifoy sth. 

in Error. 

THE Plaintiff declared in debt for certain penalties A oommon informer 
in the Court of King's Bench, and obtained a ver- "l^^^^^^^^* 
diet on the 3d,, 12th, and 15th counts of his declaration, acting m inch, with- 
which were similar inform, though for different acts ont baying obtained 

° and entered his oerti- 

done by the Defendants. The 3d count alleged, that fioate under 37 G. s. 
" Nathaniel Gostling and George GostUng, not regarding *'- ^' ^^^ ^^^ 

1 't i«o «i'i proctora cannot be 

the statutes m such case made, 81c. on, &c. at. Sec. did g^ed together as for 
in their own names as proctors of the Prerogative one offence in not 

^_ .- -. '/*•!• -I having obtained and 

Ck>urt, 8cc. and for and m expectation of gain, fee, and eotered their oertia- 

reward in the said Court, 8ic. extract the probate of a cate. 

certain will and codicil of one J. X. deceased, without .. c**7u a f^ *' 

' It be not bad to sae 

haying obtained and entered any such certificate or cer- under the sutnte for 
ideates, as in and by the statutes in such case made is ■•**>»▼»»««*'«*«;' 

\ ^ omI sne«retf a oertiH- 

directed, contra formam. Sec., whereby and by force of oate without distin- 
the statutes, &c. the said Nathaniel and George Gostling 8"""»« '^"«)' "f 

those two omissions- 

then and there forfeited for their said last-mentioned the person sued has 
offence 60/. et actio accreoit/" Sfc. The Court of King's »>^ v^^J •^ • 
Bench upon motion arrested the Plaintiff's judgment. 
Vide 2 East, 569. ; and the following judgment was 
accordingly entered up ; '' whereupon all and singular 
the premises being seen and read by the Court here, 
and full deliberation thereupon being had, because it 
seems to the Court here that the said third, twelfth, 
and fifteenth counts of the said declaration, in manner 
and form above made, and the matters therein contain- 
ed, are not sufficient in law Sfc. Therefore it is consi- 
dered that the said George Barnard take nothing by his 
writ and declaration aforesaid, and that the said George 
Barnard be in mercy for his false complaint i^ainsi the 
said Nathaniel and George Gostling for the residue of 
the said sum of nine hundred pounds, whereof the said 

R 3 Nathaniel 



Barnard 
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1805. Nathaniel and George Gostling are acquitted. And the 

said Nathaniel and George Gostling, go thereof without 
'J*"" day " iic. 
Gostling. Upon the above judgment the Plaintiff brought his 

writ of error in this Court : and the principal error as- 
signed wasy '' that although the several penalties in the 
said several counts of the said declaration mentioned, 
and thereby alleged to have been forfeited by the said 
Nathaniel and George Gostling, by the committing of the 
several offences in those counts respectively mentioned, 
are by the statutes in that case made and provided, 
«given and applied to the use of the person who sues for 
the same ; and although the said Creorge Barnard has 
sued for the same as aforesaid, and the jurors of the 
jury whereof mention is in the same recoixl made have 
found that the said Nathaniel and George Gostli$ig are 
guilty of the premises in the said thiitl, twelfth, and 
fifteenth counts of the said declaration mentioned, yet 
by the judgment aforesaid it is considered that the said 
George Barnard should take nothing by his writ and 
declaration aforesaid, and that the said Nathaniel and 
George Gostling should go thereof without day." 

Before the argument had proceeded ffar. Sir James 
Mansfield Ch. J. intimated, that upon the point on 
which the assignment of error proceeded, this case was 
governed by the case of Davis v. Edmonson, 3 B09. Sf 
PulL 382., where a similar question had been discussed 
and decided by this Court, and that consistently with 
that decision this judgment of the Court of Kir^s Bench 
must be reversed, unless it could be sustained upon 
other objections to the Plaintiff's recovery than that 
upon which the judgment proceeded. His Lordship 
then called upon the counsel for the Defendants in er* 
ror to state such other objections to the Plaintiff's re- 
covery as he meant to rely on. 

Dumpier for the Defendants in error. There are two 

objections 
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objections to the counts in the declaration upon which 
the Plaintiff has obtained his verdict ; 1st. the two De- 
fendants are thereby charged with the commission of a 
joint offence^ which is several in its nature^ and is made 
by the acts imposing the penalties in question. The 
declaration charges them jointly with having acted as 
proctors without having obtained and entered their.cer^ 
ttficate or cert^ates, without distinguishing which of 
them has not obtained and entered his certificate. If 
two proctors act jointly as such, without having com- 
plied with the requisites of the statutes^ each will be 
liable, in consequence of such joint act, as for a several 
offence. If a penalty be recovered, one of the two 
defendants ought to be protected from being again 
sued for the same act. Which of the two then would 
be enabled, by a judgment in this action, to protect 
himself against any future suit, or how would N. GostHng 
be better entitled than G. GostJmg to plead such reco- 
very, or G. GoUUng than N, GostKng? The case oF 
Hardynum v. Whiiaker, cited by Mr. Justice Lawrence^ 
2 East. 573. does not apply to this, because, though 
several persons may be jointly guilty of killing game, 
several persons cannot be jointly guilty of acting as 
proctors without a certificate, when each is severally 
liable to a distinct penalty for so doing. If each of 
several partners be not severally liable to be sued for 
a joint act, where none of them has obtained and en- 
tered his certificate, the consequence will be, that one 
certificate must be held sufficient for any number of per- 
sons acting in partnership. In The King y. Clarke, Cowp. 
610., where three defendants in one information were 
found to have severally forfeited the sum of 40/. for 
assaulting and resisting certain custom-house officers 
in the execution of their duty, and rescuing out of 
their custody a quantity of brandy, on a motion in 
arrest of judgment, because the offence was entire, and 

R 4 only 
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Barnard 

V. 
GOSTLIMG. 



only one sum of 40/. forfeited by the Defendants jointly. 
Lord Mansfield thus lays down the rule : " Where the 
offence is in its nature sir^le, and cannot be several, 
there the penalty shall be only single ; because, though 
sereiul persons join in committing it, it still continues 
but one offence. But where the offence is in its nature 
several, and where every person concerned may be 
separately guilty of it, there each offender is separately 
liable to the penalty ; because the crime of each is dis- 
tinct from the offence of the others, and each is 
punishable for his own crime." Now if several partners 
act as proctors without obtaining or entering their 
respective certificates, the joint act makes each of 
them liable to a several penalty. In The King v. Clarke, 
Lord Masis^ld mentions the offences of impounding a 
distress in a wrong place, under the 1 & 2 PA. 4r M, c. 12., 
and of destroying the game contrary to &Ann. c, 14., 
both of which he admits to be in their nature joint, 
though several concur in the offence. It was held in 
Brookes* case, 2 Roll. Abr. 81. tit. Indictment, pi. 6. and 
recognized in Regina v. Atkinson 8^ al. 1 Salk. 382. by 
Holt Ch. J. that two could not be indicted jointly for 
exercising a trade not being educated in it as appren- 
tices, because the forfeitures are distinct. So in this 
case the forfeitures of the two Defendants are distinct. 
2dly, The counts in this declaration charge the Defend- 
ants with two offences, viz. the not having obtained and 
entered their certificate, and yet claim only one penalty, 
not distinguishing whether they have offended in not 
having obtained or not having entered their certificates. 
It so happens that the penalties for not having obtained 
and for not having entered the certificate, are created 
by the same act. But suppose them to have been 
created by different acts and to have been penalties of 
different amounts, viz. one of 5/. and the other of 50/., 
how could it have been ascertained on those counts for 

which 



IN THE Forty-fifth Year op GEORGE III. 

which offence and for which penalty the action was 
commenced? The counts, therefore, are altogether 
uncertain^ and cannot be sustained on this ground. 

Lowes for the Plaintiff in error. When this case was 
before the Court of King's Bench, Mr. Justice Lawrence 
said, if it were necessary to decide the point as to 
whether the Defendants could be charged jointly for 
the recovery of the penalties, it was governed by the 
case of Hardyman v. Whiiaker, of which he then read a 
MS. note. Indeed the objection, if available at all, is 
not available in this st§ge of the proceedings, but is 
cured by the finding of the jury, by which the act com- 
plained of appears to have been the joint act of the two 
Defendants. But the penalty attaches on the act done 
by the Defendants, and if both have done but one act, 
both are liable to one penalty only. In The King v. 
Bkaadak, 4 Term Rep. 809. it was held, that two per- 
sons could not be convicted in separate penalties for 
using a greyhound to destroy game. And in The King 
V. Clarke, Cotip.612. Lord Mansfield admitted that two, 
three, or four persons might be joined in an indictment 
for impounding a distress in a wrong place, it being but 
one offence, though several were concerned. How then 
do those cases differ from this ? Here though the two 
Defendants as partners were concerned in each act for 
which a penalty is claimed, yet each act constitutes but 
one offence, and consequently subjects the two to one 
penalty only. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. This action is founded 
on the 37 G. 3. c. 90., and the words of the 30th section, 
by which the penalty is created, are, " if any person 
shall in his own name, or in the name of any other 
person or persons, sue out any writ or process, or com- 
mence, prosecute, carry on, or defend any action or 
suit, or any proceedings in any of the courts for or in 
expectation of any gain, ^r., or shall do any act in any 

of 
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of the said courts as an attorney, i^,, proctcnr, h^c*, 
without obtaining a certificate in the manner herein 
before directed, or without entering the same in one of 
the courts aforesaid, 2fc. every such person shall for 
every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of 50/. 4*^." 
The first thing to be considered in this case is, whether 
if any given number of persons unite in partnership as 
proctors or attomies, the act of each partner is not the 
act of all the partners ? If so, and of that there can 
be no doubt whatever, the 37 G. 3. c. 90. makes " every 
such person" liable to a penalty. The counts in this 
declaration upon which the Plaintiff obtained his ver* 
diet state, that the Defendants did in their own names, 
as proctors of the Prerogative Court, extract the pro- 
bate of a will, and it must now be taken to have been 
proved that they did so. If then these Defisndants are 
both proved to have licted as proctors without having 
obtained and entered their certificates, can it be doubted 
that each is liable to a penalty of 50/. ? Indeed it is 
very doubtful how far the counts in this declaration 
can be sustained, as not having alleged distinctly whe- 
ther the offence was committed when neither of the 
Defendants had obtained and entered a certificate, or 
when one only had omitted to obtain and enter his cer- 
tificate. Nothing however is more clear, than that no 
person can by law be convicted of an offence, but with 
this consequence also, that he may be enabled to plead 
the record of such conviction in case he should be 
again impleaded for the same offence. Now let us 
suppose either of these Defendants to be again implead- 
ed separately for the same offence, for which both have 
now been sued jointly by the Plaintiff, how would it be 
possible for such person to plead the recovery in this 
suit? If indeed only one penalty can be recovered for 
the joint act of both Defendants, then such recovery 
would protect both; but the consequence of such a 
rule would be, that 16 persons might be joined in a suit 



as 



IN THE Forty-fifth Year of GEORGE III. 



251 



as Defendants^ in order to sare 16 penalties by the pay- 
ment of one penalty for the joint act of all. The ab-^ 
surdity of such a consequence is sufficient to sustain 
the objection made to the mode of declaring adopted 
in this case, and to induce the Court to affirm the 
judgment. In the Court of King's Bench this objection 
was not fully considered, and the only opinion thrown 
out there upon it was founded upon the cases decided 
on the game laws. There, though several persons join 
in using a greyhound or killing a hare, still there is but 
one act done by all. In this case, though several 
partners may do but one act, yet each of those persons 
acts as a proctor, and for so acting as a proctor, with- 
out obtaining and entering his certificate, each is sepa** 
rately liable to a penalty. The decisions on the game 
laws therefore do not govern this case. 

Per Curiam, Judgment affirmed. 
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Forsyth v. Marriott and Grover, Bail of Clark. ifoyoth. 



THIS was a rule to shew cause why the return of 
non est inventus, made by the sheriffs of London 
against the Defendant in the original action, and all 
proceedings against the bail subsequent to such return, 
should not be set aside, and the money levied under 
the execution against the bail restored. 

It appeared that a writ of ca. sa. had been sued out 
by the Plaintiff against the original Defendant, and left 
at the sheriffs' office, with directions to return non est 
inventus, though the defendant was at that time actually 
in the custody of the sheriffs in the prison of Ludgate; 
that such return having been made, an action was 
brought against the bail, judgment entered up, execu- 
tion sued out, and the money levied. 



If the priDcipd be 
aotoallj ID the castod j 
of the sheriff at the 
time when the latter, 
at the iiMtance of the 
Plaintiff, retnnii non 
Ml tiMwii<iM to a ea. M. ; 
the Court will aet aside 
saeh return, together 
with all sabseqaent 
proceedings against 
the bail, and order the 
mon^j levied under 
an execution to be re- 
turned to them, (a) 



(a) S. P. Burks r. Mame, 16 East. 2. Ward r Brumfi, 2 M. & S. 338. 

Best 
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Best Serjt. shewed cause, and insisted that the return 
was made at the peril of the sheriff, who was liable to 
an action if it proved to be false, and that the Court 
therefore ought not to interfere upon motion. 

Bayl^ Serjt. contri observed, that in this case the 
return was the act of the Plaintiff, by whose directions 
it was made ; and that he was not entitled therefore to 
take advantage of it as the act of the sheriff. 

Per Curiam. It is the common practice, when a 
Plaintiff intends to proceed against the bail, to carry 
the ca.sa. to the sheriff's office, and give directions to 
have it returned non est inventus, without knowing whe- 
ther the Defendant be in custody or not. But as it 
now appears that the Defendant was actually in custody 
at the time when this return was made, the bail have 
been injured, and the return must be set aside. 

Rule absolute (a). 

(a) Vid. Tidd't Pr. toI. 2. p. 003. ed. S *. q. 



ifoyisth. Champion and Another v. Plummer. 

^Anotec^emoran- ^ I ^HIS was au actiou against the Defendant for not 

Jo'I^t 7of u.r.lie ^ delivering to the Plaintiffs 20 puncheons of treacle, 
of goodf. signed bj bought of him by the Plaintiffs at 375. per cwt., to be 
the seller onij, u not delivered ou the 10th December: 20 puncheons at 36s.6d. 

n safficient memorui- ' 

dun within the mean- per cwt., to be delivered on the 31st October; and 10 

ing of the stntate of 

firudft. (6) (b) And see Hodgson y. U Bret, 1 Cnmpb. 23S. PhiOimon t. Barry, 

Jd. 613. Cooper v. SmitK 15 Etst, IDS. BaUman t. PkOSps, U Etot, 372. 

Schnider ▼. NorrU, 2 M. & S. 286. RiuiuboUom ▼. Moriley, 2 M & S.445. 

AlUn T. Bennet, ^TnuaU 169, 

puncheons 
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puncheons at 37<. per cwt., to be delivered on the Ist of 
November. 

At the trial before Sir James Monoid Ch. J. at the 
Gmldhall sittings after last Hilary term, it was proved 
that a bargain for the treacle in question was made be- 
tween the Plaintiff's clerk and the Defendant, as stated 
in the declaration, and that the following note was made 
by the Plaintiff's clerk in a common memorandum book, 
and signed by the Defendant, as under : 



1805. 

Chahpion 
and Another 

Plumner, 



Right leaf of the book. 



Left leaf of the book. 
** Bought of W. Plunmer 
20 puncheons of treacle 10 puncheons 

37'0 

to be delivered by 1 Dec. 

(Signed) Wm, Pltmuner, 

20puncheon8 treacle 36'6 

say 37 '0. 

1 Nao. 

31 Oct. . Wm. Plmrner. 



a 37. 



On the part of the Defendant it was objected, that 
this did not amount to a su£Sicient note or memorandum 
of the contract within the statute of frauds 29 Car. 2, 
c. 3. s. 17., as it was not signed by the purchaser ; and 
his lordship being of this opinion, nonsuited the Plaintiff. 

A rule having been obtained, calling on the Defend- 
ant to shew cause why the nonsuit should not be set 
aside and a new trial had. 



• Shepherd Serjt. shewed cause, and insisted that it did 
not appear by the memorandum who was the buyer of 
the goods, and, as it was not signed by the buyer, he 
could not be bound by it, consequently the Defendant 
ought not to be bound by an agreement which would 
not bind the other contracting party. With respect to 
the case o( Sanderson y. Jackson, 2 Bos. Sf Pi///.238., which 



was 
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was referred to on moving for the rule^he observed, that 
upon reference to the brief in that cause, it appeared 
that the name of the purchaser was stated in the hill of 
parcels, though that circumstance is not mentioned in 
the report, the case having turned entirely upon the smf- 
ficiency of the vendor's signature. 

Best Serjt. contri, urged that the expressions of the 
statute " some note or memorandum in writing of the 
bargain to be made and signed by the parties to be 
charged by such contract," did not require the agree- 
ment to be reduced to writing in regular form, and that 
it was sufficient if the party to be charged in the action, 
by the production of the memorandum, had signed it, 
although it was not signed by the other paity. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. How can tfastbe said 
to be a contract, or memorandum of a contract, which 
does not state who are the contmcting parties? By 
this note, it does not at all appear to whom the goods 
were sold. It would prove a sale to any other person 
48 Well as to the Plaintitfs ; there cannot be a contract 
without two parties, and it ib customary in the course 
of business to state the name of the purchaser as weU 
as of the seller in every bill of parcels. This note does 
not appear to me to amount to any memorandiim in 
writing of a bargain. 

The rest of the Court concurring, 

Rule discharged, (a) 



(a) But it seems thftt a contract for lale of an intsMst id lalid need obIj 
be ai|Md by the party foflglit to bcr Obarfpoi tiwMby, iiii«er tlie fMitb leotmi 
of the BtatDte of frauds^ Vid. Seian v. Sladg, 7 Vet,jwn. 276. and what is 
iaid of that case bj Lord ElUniorougk in Wmn r. f^tdtert, 5 £ast, IS. 
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Emmett v. Lyne. IfajrlSth, 

THE Plaintiff in this case declared for an assault, if t Plaintiff «« for 
battery, and imprisonment, and at the trial, a J^riwnmt!!rbut 
trifling imprisonment having been proved, but no bat- only prove nn impri- 
tery, the Plaintiff obtained a verdict with one farthing '^^1^^^^^^^ 
damages. Upon this Sir James Manxfield Ch. J. before a ccrtifictta of the 
whom the cause was tried, certified under the 43 E/iz.c.6. ^"^|*: "^^ \^* 

4S EU». c, 6. will de- 

to deprive the Plaintiff of his costs. priTehim of cotu.(a) 

Best Serjt. in the course of last term moved that the 
Plaintiff might be entitled to his full costs notwith- 
standing the certificate, and now on the argument of 
tiie case insisted that every imprisonment included a 
battery^ for which he cited Butt, Nu Pri. c. 4. p. 22. ed. 2., 
and consequently the Plaintiff could not be deprived of 
his costs by a certificate under 43 Eliz. c. 6. He also 
cited Truscott v. Carpenter, 1 Zd. Raym. 229., where the 
Court say, " imprisonment upon legal process includes 
a battery.^ IChambre J. In that case the Defendant 
justified assault, battery, and false imprisonment under 
a legal arrest, and the Court say, the Defendant in an- 
swer to a battery alleged ought to shew a necessity for 
the battery, for that a right to arrest does not give a 
right to commit a battery in all cases, though it may in 
some. The case of WilHams v.Jones,2 Stra. 1049. is to 
the same effect.] 

Shepherd Serjt. contri was stopped by 

The Court, who said, that they had looked into the 
cases upon this point, and were clearly of opinion that 
the Plaintiff was deprived of his costs by the certificate ; 



(a) And MO Wijlin f . Kmeard, 2 N. R. 471. 

they 



Emmett 

V. 
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1805. they referred to the case of Walker v. Robinson, 1 Wih. 93. 

2 Stra, 1232. S. C. and observed, that it was absurd to 
contend that every imprisonment included a battery, 

Lywe. and that all that was said in Co. LUt.253. which was 

cited in support of that proposition in Bull. Ni, Pn. was 
that ** imprisonment is a corporal damage.** 

Rule dischai^. 



mistake ia the lerfioe. 



^"^ ^^^' HoPLEY V. Granger. 

The Court wiu not -jr ENS Sent, haviuff obtained an attachment against 

open the rule for tn m . . 

attachment on the "'^ the Defendant for not complying with the protho- 
mere affidayit of the notary's ollocotur upou the usual affidavit of service ; 

ptrtj» that he has not 
been serred ; at leait 

nnieu he ihew aome Best Seijt. now moved to Open the rule upon an affi- 
davit of the party himself, stating that he had never 
been served. 

But the Court said, that on motions for attachment, 
where service of process has been sworn to, the Court 
will not set aside the attachment upon the oath of the 
party himself that he has not been served, unless he 
can also shew that some mistake has been made in the 
service, as that one person has been served for another; 
and that as process is generally served without a wit- 
ness, it would lead to the greatest inconvenience if a 
diffisrent rule was to prevail. 

Best Serjt. took nothing by his motion. 
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Ellis v. Mortimeb. Jra3r20th. 

THIS was an action to recover the sum of thirty J.htTiDgthoweto 
guineas, as the price of a horse sold by the Plain- 1,1^^*^ 'j^I^^^^jq** j' 

tiff to the Defendant. neu, if he Uked him, 

and thtt he should 
, take him amonth apoB 

At the trial before ChambreJ. at the Gutldhall sittings iriai : b. aoooidingiy 
after last Hilary term, it appeared that the Plaintiff ^^ •»"». ■»* kept 
having a horse to sell, offered him to the Defendant, ^^ y^ ^J^ j^ ^^ 
and it was agreed that the Defendant should give thirty 'iked the hone» but 
guineas for the horse if he liked him, and should take ^^gj^^j^lf J^^j' 
him for a month upon trial : that the Defendant having not like the price, to 
accordingly taken the horse and kept him for about a "*"" ^ '*®"!' ,^- 

® -^ . , '^ , howerer kept him 10 

fortnight, told the Plaintiff, upon being asked how he daji more, and then 
liked the horse, that he liked the horse, but not the wtnmedhim; butj. 

• •#«•. -w^ refined to reoeiTe him, 

pricey upon which the Plaintiff desired, that if the De- ^^ brooght an action 
fendant did not like the price he would return the horse : <>» *>»• contract for so 
that the Defendant after this kept the horse 10 days, ^^^^ *Heiid that 
and then sent him back, the month originally agreed he covid not maintain 
upon for trial not being expired ; but that the Plaintiff '^ "**~- 
refused to receive him. 

The learned Judge told the jury that it was not com- 
petent to the Plaintiff to vary the time of trial origi- 
nally agreed upon, but that if it could be inferred that 
the old agreement for a month's trial was put an end 
to, and a new agreement to take the horse was made,' 
the Plaintiff was entitled to a verdict. The jury found 
a verdict for the Plaintiff. 

A rule having been obtained, calling on the Plaintiff 
to shew cause why the verdict should not be set aside, 
and a new trial granted. 

Best Seijt. now shewed cause, and insisted that the 
Defendant, by keeping the horse after the conversation 
between himself and the Plaintiff, had made the horse 
his own, it being evident that he had made up his mind 

Vol. I. N. S. S at 
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at the time of such conversatioa^ and that he did not 
therefore keep the horse afterwards for the purpose of 
trial : that the Defendant haying improperly detained 
the horse under pretence of trial, the verdict was con- 
sistent with the justice of the case, and that the Court 
therefore would not disturb it, even if they should think 
in strictness that the Plaintiff had not pursued the 
proper form of action. 

Shepherd Seijt. contrcL urged, that by the original 
agreement the Defendant was entitled to keep the horse 
on trial for a month, and that the Plaintiff had no right 
to require a return, if the Defendant did not like him 
before the expiration of that time ; that the yerdict 
therefore was contrary to the eyidence, the Defendant 
haying returned the horse within the month. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. This is not a yery 
important case, but I cannot say that the yerdict is 
warranted by the eyidence. The action is founded on 
a contract; not upon the unjust detention after the 
conyersation between the parties. The first question 
then is, what was the contract ? It was agreed that 
the horse should be sold for 30 guineas, but that the 
Defendant should haye a month's trial, ^nd should be 
at liberty to return him at the end of the month if he 
did not like him. If indeed the Defendant had made 
up his mind not to buy the horse at the time when the 
conyersation took place, it was a yery unhandsome thing 
to keep him to the end of the month. But still that was 
thecontmct.. The effect of the contract seems to me 
to be, that the Defendant shall haye to the end of the 
month to judge whether he likes the horse at the 
price. It is possible that he might not like the horse 
at the end of the week, and yet might be willing 
to giye the whole price at the end of the month. The 
Plaintiff having brought this action on the contract, 

and 
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and the Defendant having offered to return the horse, 
I do not think that the action can be supported ; the 
Defendant is therefore entitled to a new trial. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. The Defend- 
ant, if he pleased, had to the end of the month to de- 
cide whether he would return the horse, though it was 
in his power to determine the contract earlier, by re- 
turning the horse sooner. In the fluctuations of his 
mind he might not like the horse at one time, and might 
at another; and he had not determined the contract 
until he had actually returned the horse. 

RooKB J. I am of the same opinion. I consider 
this as a contract for a month's trial ; and that being 
so, the party had a right to take into his consideration 
for a month, not only the goodness of the horse, but 
his goodness with reference to the price. 

Chambbb J. In my opinion the original contract 
was entirely determined, and the Plaintiff cannot say 
that it was determined for one purpose and not for 
another. If the contract was entirely determined, and 
the Defendant afterwards chose to detain the horse, 
the Plaintiff should have brought an action of trover. 
In either way therefore of considering the case, whether 
the original contract subsisted or was determined, the 
Defendant is entitled to a new trial. Perhaps the jury 
were in some degree misled by my observations. 

Rule absolute. 
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jr«yaoth. John VicKKis TAYLOK(sQmTing Partner of Fbbbman 

Haktford, deceased) v. Richard Hare. 



^..iiaTuig obtained nT^HISwasanactionformoneyhad andreceived, which 

. patent for «. ioTen- J[ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^y^^ j^^ ^^j^f j^^^j^ 
tion of which he tap- 

posed himself the in- ^t the sittings after last Hilary term, when a verdict was 
Tentor, agreed to let fo^ij fo, ^.jje Plaintiff for 425/., Subject to the opinion 

J9.ase it apon payment #. ,_ •" ^ i > n 

of a certain amiaai O' ^hc Court upon the following case : 

sum seonredbj bond; On the 12th of September 1791 the Defendant took 

this sum was paid for ■ <« i • • /• <• 

several years when ^^* * patent for the invention of an apparatus for pre- 
B., diiooreriag that BeTving the essential oil of hops in brewing. By arti- 

TeBtrrTbatlatitwM '^^*^ °^ agreement, dated 6th of November 1792 (which 
in pobiio me before were Set out at length at the end of the case), and made 
j4.obta5»edhi.p.te»t, between the Defendant of the one part, and the Plain- 

brought an action for , ^ ' 

money had and receiv. tiff and his said late partner of the other part, reciting 
ed, to recover back the the Defendant's patent, and that it gave him the sole 

•mount of the annuity . . . 

paid. Held that he poweis privilege, and authority of usiug, exercising, and 
«oaid not recover. vendi^ his said invention for the term of 14 years, the 

Defendant granted to the Plaintiff and his said late 
partner the privilege of making, using and exercising 
the said invention for. the residue of the said term of 
14 years, and in consideration thereof the Plaintiff and 
his partner covenanted that they would secure to be 
paid to the Defendant during the said term an annuity 
of 100/., and would give their bond for that purpose, 
and a bond was accordingly given, conditioned for the 
payment of the said annuity. The Plaintiff and his 
said late partner used the apparatus (for the making 
and preparing of which they paid a distinct price) from 
the date of the said agreement until the 25th day of 
March 1797, and during all that time regularly paid the 
said annuity to the said Defendant. The Defendant 
was not the inventor of the invention for which he ob- 
tained his patent. The invention was not new as to 

the 
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the public use and service thereof in England, but it 
was the invention of one Thomas Sutton Wood, and had 
been publicly used in England by said Wood and others 
before the Defendant obtained his patent. But the 
patent had never been repealed. The amount of the 
annuity which they had paid was 425/. If the Court 
should be of opinion that the Plaintiff was entitled to 
recover back the money which was paid on the bond, 
the verdict was to stand. If the Court should be of a 
contrary opinion, a nonsuit was to be entered. 



1805. 




Bajfley Serjt. for the Plaintiff. To support the pre- 
sent action it is not necessary to prove that any impo- 
sition has been practised. If it appear that the Plain* 
tiff has received nothing in return for the money which 
he has paid, he is entitlefd to recover back his money in 
this form of action. He was induced to pay his money 
upon the supposition that the Defendant had the power 
of communicating some privilege. But as it now ap- 
pears that the Defendant's invention was not new, and 
that the patent was therefore void, the consideration 
upon which the Plaintiff paid his money haa^^whoUy 
failed, and the Plaintiff has derived no benefit ^atever. 
Where an estate is conveyed, the vendor professes to 
convey nothing but his title to that estate. But here the 
thing itself Vhich was the subject of the agreement had 
no existence. It was the understanding of all parties 
that the Defendant was entitled to a patent-right ; but 
it now turns out that they were mistaken : the Plaintiff 
therefore is entitled to recover the money which he has 
paid under a mistake. He had a right to make use of 
the invention without paying any thing for it. The 
Defendant has no right to the annuity, and indeed he 
has already failed in an action on the bond in which 
the validity of the patent was put in issue. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. (stopping Coc/:e// Serjt. 

S3 for 
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1805. for the Defendant). It is not pretended that any action 

like the present has ever been known. In this case 
two persons equally innocent make a bargain about the 
use of a patent, the Defendant supposing himself to be 
in possession of a valuable patent-right, and the Plain- 
tiff supposing the same thing. Under these circum- 
stances the latter agrees to pay the former for the use 
of the invention, and he has the use of it ; non constat 
what advantage he made of it; for any thing that ap- 
pears he may have made considerable profit. These 
persons may be considered in some measure as partneis 
in the benefit of this invention. In consideration of a 
certain sum of money the Defendant permits the Plain- 
tiff to make use of this invention, which he would never 
have thought of using had not the privilege been trans- 
ferred to him. How then can we say that the I^aintiff 
ought to recover back all that he has paid ? I think 
that there must be judgment for the Defendant. 

Heath J. There never has been a case, and there 
never will be, in which a Plaintiff, having received bene- 
fit from a thing which has afterwards been recovered 
from him, has been allowed to maintain an action for 
the consideration originally paid. We cannot take an 
account here of the profits. It might as well be said, 
that if a man lease land, and the lessee pay rent, and 
afterwards be evicted, that he shall recover back the 
rent, though he has taken the fruits of the land. 

RooKE J. I am of the same opinion. 

ChambreJ. The Plaintiff has had the enjoyment 
of what he stipulated for, and in this action the Court 
ought not to interfere, unless there be something ex 
aquo et bono which shews that the Defendant ought to 
refund. Here both parties have been mistaken ; the 
Defendant has thrown away his money in obtaining a 

patent 
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patent for his own invention ; not so the Plaintiff, for 
he has 1^ the use of another person's invention for his 
money. In the case of Arkunight'B patent, which was 
not overturned till very near the period at which it 
would have expired, very large sums of money had 
been paid ; and though something certainly was paid 
for the use of the machines, yet the main part was paid 
for the privilege of using the patent-right, but no money 
ever was recovered back which had been paid for the 
use of that patent. I am therefore of opinion that 
judgment of nonsuit should be entered. 

Judgment of nonsuit. 



1805. 




Beardmore and Another, Assignees of a Bankrupt, 
V, Shaw and Another, Sheriff of Lon^fon. 

TROVER by the Plaintiffs, as assignees of a bank- 
rupt, for goods belonging to the bankrupt taken 
under an execution. At the trial before Sir James 
Mansfield Ch. J. at the Guildhall sittings after last Hilary 
term, the Defendants, in order to defeat the Plaintiffs' 
right of action, proved an act of bankruptcy long prior 
to that upon which the commission was founded, and 
also a debt of the same date sufficient to support a 
commission. It appeared, however, that a former com- 
mission had been sued out against th^ bankrupt, and 
had been superseded at the application of all the credi- 
tors, one of whom was the person whose debt was now 
relied upon by the Defendants, and that the same cre- 
ditor had now proved the same debt under the commjis'* 
Bion by virtue of which the Plaintiffs were chosen asr 
signees. Upon.. these facts, the Plaintiffs contended 

S 4 that 



Mof aiit. 



The debt of a 
creditor, who hu 
joined in • petition 
to snperaede a prior 
oommiuion, and 
proved his debt un- 
der a second com- 
mission, coupled 
with an act of bank- 
mptcj prior to that 
on which the second 
commission is found- 
ed, maj be set np to 
defeat snch second 
commission, bj a 
Defendant in an 
action at the suit of 
the assignees under 
that commission. 



264 



CASES IN EASTER TERM 



1806. 



Beabdmore 
and Another 
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ud Another. 



that the debt proved was not such a debt as could sup- 
port a commission, for that the creditor to whom it was 
owing, having joined in superseding a former commis- 
sion, and having proved his debt under the existing 
commission, could not become petitioning creditor un- 
der a new commission ; and consequently the prior act 
of bankruptcy proved would not avail the Defendants, 
inasmuch as there was no proof of any such debt as 
would, with that act of bankruptcy, found a new com- 
mission. His Lordship allowed a verdict to be taken 
for the Plaintiffs, but reserved to the Defendants the 
liberty of moving this Court that a nonsuit might be 
entered. 

Accordingly a rule riisi for that purpose having been 
obtained on a former day. 



Best and Onslow Seijts. now shewed cause. It has 
^ been lamented that commissions can ever be overset by 
the objection of a prior act of bankiiiptcy coupled with 
a suflScient debt, and it has been thought that it would 
be better if no objection could be available on that 
ground till a new commission is actually sued out 
The Court therefore will not give effect to the objection 
in this case, which is differently circumstanced from 
any hitherto decided, unless they feel themselves bound 
by law so to do. The creditor whose debt is relied on 
has, by joining in an application to supersede the for- 
mer commisssion, and proving his debt under the ex- 
isting conunission, abandoned his right to revert back 
to the old act of bankruptcy, and sue out a third com- 
mission. Nor does he indicate the least intention of so 
doing, but the Defendants, who are mere third persons 
and strangers, endeavour to avail themselves of a right 
which he renounces. If the creditors, who are in a si- 
tuation to sue out an earlier commission, agree to prove 
their debts under the existing commission, why should 
a person not in a situation by his own debt to avail 

himself 



IN THE Forty-fifth Yeab of GEORGE III. 

himself of the prior act of bankruptcy, be allowed to 
say that the commission shall not be supported ? . • 

Shepherd Serjt. contri. The argument on behalf of 
the Plaintiffs amounts to this, that though the existing 
commission was invalid at the time it was sued out, and 
liable to be defeated by proof of a prior act of bank- 
ruptcy coupled with a sufficient debt, yet that the vo- 
luntary ex post facto act of the creditor in proving under 
this invalid commission makes it as completely valid as 
if no prior act of bankruptcy had been committed. One 
invalid act, therefore, is to be supported by another in- 
valid act. The question is not, what has been done 
under this commission, but how all things . stood at the 
time when it was sued out. This creditor, though he 
has proved, has never been paid his debt ; and it can- 
not for a moment be contended, that, if the existing 
commission should be superseded to-morrow, all the 
creditors, whose debts are sufficient in amount, would 
not be at liberty to found a new commission on those 
debts which they have proved. 

The Court took time to consider of this matter till the 
next day, when 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. said, it is much to be 
lamented that the former act of bankruptcy should in 
this case be made a ground to supersede the present one ; 
yet so the law is. The only question is, Whether this 
debt having been proved under the present commission, 
affords a sufficient objection in law to the creditor tak- 
ing out a new commission ? Though this circumstance 
might be a ground of application to the Chancellor, it 
does not authorise this Court to interfere. We cannot 
say that the existing creditor, having proved his debt 
under the present commission, is thereby barred at law 
from taking out a new commission. The consequence 

is. 
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is, that the- present action cannot be Bupported, since 
the commission, upon which the Plaintiffs' title rests, is 
not well founded. We must consider whether the 
commission was well founded or not at the time when 
it issued ; for, if not, it would be singular indeed that 
it should be made good by such a circumstance as the 
creditor proving under it. At the same time, it may be 
observed, that if this had been the only subsisting debt 
under the old act of bankruptcy, and this debt had been 
paid or released before the trial, the commission might 
have been supported, and so the commission might have 
been made good by an act subsequent to the time of its 
being issued, though it were bad at the time when it 
was taken out. But I cannot see any grround in law 
which authorises the Court to say that a subsisting 
creditor who has proved his debt under a new commis* 
sion, is thereby precluded from takmg out a commis- 
sion founded on an old act of bankruptcy. 

Rule absolute* 



jray2dd. 

A deimnu poUtUk" 
iem charged in an 
attornej's bill is a 
■nfficient item to 
enable the Court to 
refer the bill for 
taxation, thoagh 
with this exception 
It be entirelj for 
conYojtncing. (a) 



A 



Ex parte Pkigkett. 

N application having been made for an order to 
tax an attorney's bill. 



Cockell Serjt. now opposed the application, upon the 
ground that the bill did not contain any charges relating 
to a suit at law ; and the only question was. Whether a 
writ of dedimus potestatem charged in the bill was to be 
considered as a sufficient commencement of a suit to 
warrant the Court in taxing the rest of the bill, which 
consisted of charges for conveyancing. 



The Comt was of opinion, that as it had been held that 
a single law article was sufficient to authorise the Court 

(a) Vide Satidomv. Botam, 4 Campb. 6S. Burttm t. Chatt^rUm, t B,^A. 

486. 

to 
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to refer a bill for taxation^ the charge in this case, of a 
dedkmu patettatem, which presumed a previous writ of 
covenant, was sufficient for that purpose; and observed, 
that the Court of King*8 Bench had gone further, and 
had held that where an attorney was employed, they 
might refer his bill for taxation, though it contained no 
law articles (a), and accordingly made the order for 
taxation. (&) 

(a) The Coart of King't Bench, in the eaie Ex parts Wittumt, 4 Term 
Bep, 496* held that tn aitomey's bill might be referred to be taxed, tboagh 
all the boaineaa charged were done at the quarter sessioos. 

(6) In WittUr t. Pa^e, 6 Term Rep, 646. the Coart of K. B. held that 
these ehargee, vis. "iaking taatmotioos to commeaoe ad aetioD, drawing and 
iagroMiDg afidaf it of debt, attending the iweaiing the same, and paid for 
oath," were to be considered as charges for boainess done in the Court. 



1806. 

Ex parte 

Prick ETT. 



Davis t;. Jones. 

THIS was action of covenant for not levying a fine 
in the court of great sessions at Carmarthen, and 
was tried before Mr. Justice Lawrence at the spring as- 
sizes for Hereford, 1805, as being the next adjoining 
English county to that in which the cause of action 
arose. At the trial the Plaintiff recovered a veidict 
with damages, the covenant being by the husband that 
his wife should levy a fine, and he not having been able 
to prevail upon her so to do at the time when the action 
was commenced; and the learned Judge certified on 
the back of the record under the 13 G. 3. c. 61. (a), that 

(a) The prorisaon of the 13 G.'.^ e.61. «. 1. is, " in case the Plaintiff, in 
anj action upon the case for words, action of debt, trespass on the case, as- 
taidt and battery, or olAer Pereonal aetiom, where the eaose of snob aotioD 
shall arise within the dominion of Wake, and which shall be tried at the as- 
sises at the nearest EngUeh conntj to that part of the said dominion of Wake 
in which the cause of action shall be laid to arise, shall not reooTer by yer^ 
diot a debt or damages to the anoint of 101.," if the Judge certify the De» 
fendant's resideaoe in Wake, at the time of the senrice of the writ, and that 
fact be suggested on record, judgment of nonsuit shall be entered against the 
r, and the Defendaat shall reoover his costs. 

the 



If^ 24th. 
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1805. the Defendant was resident in Waks at the time of the 

service of the writ. A rule tdsi for entering a sugges- 
tion of the above fact on the roll having been obtained 
on a former day, 

Williams Serjt. now shewed cause. This being an 
action of covenant for not levying a fine, is in the nature 
of a real rather than a personal action : now if it be not 
the latter, there are no words in the 13 G. 3. c. 61 . which 
apply to it, and consequently the Judge's certificate will 
be inoperative. The words ** or other personal action" 
used in the 1st section of the act must be construed se- 
cundum subjectam materiam, and may be deemed to have 
been introduced with a view of including all other per- 
sonal actions of a like nature with those particularly 
specified, such as actions of espape, Sfc. By the 22 2f 
23 Car. 2. c. 9. s. 136. a PlaintiflT who recovers less than 
40s, in an action of " trespass, assault and battery, and 
other personal actions,*' is deprived of his costs unless the 
Judge certify; and there, though the words "other 
personal actions" are large enough to include every kind 
of personal action, yet the courts have restrained them 
to actions of trespass quare clausum fregit, and assault 
and battery. No decision has ever taken place upon 
the words used in the 13 G. 3. c. 51. s. 1. ; nor does any 
reason appear why the same construction should not be 
adopted by the Court, as has been adopted with respect 
to the words used in the 22 ^ 23 Car, 2. 

Vaughan Serjt. coniri, after referring to the preamble 
of 13 G.3. c. 51. which is, " whereas to the intolerable 
vexation and charge of his Majesty's subjects in the do- 
minion of Wales, it hath been the practice to commence 
trifling and frivolous suits in the courts at Westminster 
upon causes of action arising within the said dominion 
of Waks in order that the same may be tried in the near- 
est adjoining English county to that part of the dominion 

of 
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of Wales in which the cause of action has arisen, to dis- 
courage the like practice for the future, fcc." He ob- 
served, that the construction of so remedial a law should 
be as liberal as possible, and contended that a similar 
construction could not be put upon the words " other 
personal action," used in the 13 G. 3- c. 61. as had been 
put upon the like words in 22 8f 23 Car. 2., because there 
the generality of the preceding words had been control- 
led by what followed, confining the certificate to assault 
and battery, and cases where the freehold or title to 
land came in question, which was not the case in this 
statute. He was then stopped by the Court. 



1805. 




Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. It seems to me that 
we are called upon to decide whether the words ** other 
personal action*' used in the statute are idly introduced, 
or whether they have some meaning annexed to them. 
Is it possible to entertain a doubt that they were meant 
to include every personal action in which a debt or da- 
mages could be recovered ? The same expression in 
the 22 jf 23 Car, 2. is perhaps properly construed; but 
in this case, uncontrolled as the words are, I can form 
no doubt upon the subject. It is material to attend to 
the provision at the end of the 1st section, which ena- 
bles the Judge to secure to the Plaintiff his costs, by 
certifying that the '' freehold or title of the land men- 
tioned in the Plaintiff's declaration was chiefly in ques- 
tion, or that such cause was proper to be tried in such English 
county*' Now the latter words of the above provision 
clearly extend to every species of action. The covenant 
upon which this action is brought is such as the Court 
of Chancery would not now enforce. And indeed 
nothing can be more absurd than to allow a married 
woman to be compelled to levy a fine through the fear of 
her husband being sued and thrown into gaol, when the 
general principle of law is, that a married woman shall 
not be compelled to levy a fine. I cannot conceive a 

more 
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more proper case for a Judge's certificate under 13 G. 3. 
C.51. than the present. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. The 13 G.3. 
c. 61. is a remedial law, and I should be sorry to narrow 
its operation. Indeed, I rather think a larger construc- 
tion of the 22 2f 23 Car, 3. would have been more bene- 
ficial. 



RooKE J. The language of this statute is materially 
difierent from that used in the stat. of Car. 2., and I do 
not wish to see a narrow construction put upon it. 

Chambbe J. It seems to me impossible to entertain 
a doubt upon this statute, the language of which is not 
at all analogous to that used in the stat. of Car. 2. There 
the general words ''other personal action'' are narrowed 
by the subsequent words referring to the certificate, here 
they are not so narrowed. It was urged that this was 
in the nature of a real action, as respecting land ; but I 
think many actions of that kind better tried near the 
spot where ^e cause of action arises than elsewhere ; 
as, for instance, actions for not repairing. 

Rule absolute. 



Ma^ S5th. 



HoDGES V. DbAKEFOBD. 



/ASSUMPSIT. The declaration stated. That in 
•/I consideration that the Plaintifi*, at the special 
instance and request of the Defendant would buy the 
fore the 44 G. 8. c.98. jeasc of a Certain shop of him, the Defendant, the De- 

Ifapvol warnmtj 
and agreement to assign be redooed into writing, but not stamped, and the assignment be afterwaidi 
legallj exeoated, the warranty oannot be proTod bj paroL (a) 



The assignment 
of a lease io writing 
without seal did not 
require a stamp be- 



(«) And see Kim t. OU, S B. 4* C. eST. eSl. 
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fendant undertook and promised that he was in the 
habit of baking 16 sa&ks of flour by the week On ike 
average ; that the Plaintiff^ confiding in the said pro« 
mise of the Defendant, did buy the lease for 500/. and 
paid for the same ; nevertheless the Defendant, not re- 
garding his promise, deceived the Plaintiff in this, to 
wit, that he never did bake 16 sacks of flour by the 
week on the average, but, on the contrary thereof, 
baked a much smaller quantity, to wit, 10 sacks by the 
week on the average, and no more. Plea, non assumpsits 
At the trial before Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. at the 
Westminster sittings after last Hilary term, it appeared, 
that the Defendant, who wan a baker, had advertised 
his shop to be let> and the advertisement stated, that 
the consumption of the shop amounted to 16 sacks of 
flour per week ; that the Defendant, being applied to 
by the Plaintiff, shewed him the premises, and said 
that it was a very good shop, and did business to the 
full extent stated in the advertisement, whereupon the 
Plaintiff agreed to buy the lease. It being admitted, 
however, by the witness who proved these lacts, thai 
an agreement in writing was made (which agreement, 
being unstamped, was not produced), the vritness was 
prevented from giving any further account; but an 
unstamped assignment indorsed upon the lease, was 
produced, which was in the following words : 

^'Mr.Wm. Drakeford^ J ,«-.,,. t\^ , /. , j 

*^ f I, Wtlliam Drakeford, do assign 

1 this lease to William Hodges. 
es. 3 



Mr. Wm. Hodgi 



(Signed) Wm. Drakefard* 



WHness fJ^^LeunS' 
Wrtness \ William Salliesr 

On this evidence his Lordship nonsuited the Plaintiff. 

On a former day in this term, a rule nisi for setting 

aside the nonsuit and granting a new trial was obtained, 

and two questions were made. First, Whether, before 

the 
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IHaintiC and cited the case of I^omm ▼• Ptkekard, 
4 Term. Rep. 664., in ^ich the Court of Kin^i Bench 
held that a prisoner could not be superseded becaose 
he did not give notice of his plea. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The Defendant, by 
obtaining a week's time to plead, induced the Plaintiff 
to suppose that he did not mean to plead till the end of 
the week. Without giving notice of his plea, therefore, 
he had no right to compel the Plaintiff to take another 
step until the time had expired within which he was 
bound to plead. The officers say, that until notice of 
the plea has been given, there can be no ruA to reply. 

RooKE J. If a rule to reply could be given befine 
the time for pleading has expired, the rule to plead (of 
which the time given to plead is only an extension), and 
the rule to reply would be running at the same time, 
which the practice of the Court, according to the report 
of the officers, does not allow. 



Per Curiam^ 



Rule absolute. 



jr<9 25th. 

If a number of 
persons seTerallj 
bind themselres in 
a penalty bj one 
bond, conditioned 
for the perfonnanoe 
bj each and OTery 
of them of the same 
matters, such bond 
reqaires onlj one 
stamp, (a) 



BowEN V. Ashley. 

DEBT on bond for 100/., entered into by the De. 
fendant to the Plaintiff as vice-president of a 
certain society called the Bath Harmonic Sodeiy, con- 
ditioned for the Defendant's singing and performing at 
certain stated times at the meetings of the said society; 
and the breach assigned was his non-attendance, though 
required at a certain meeting of the society. The De- 



(a) And sae GoodbwiT. Foffte,6 IteiL 171. 



feacknt 
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fendant pleaded nm est factum, and then put in issue ; 
1st, the fact of his having been required to attend; 
2dly, the meeting of the society, as alleged in the de- 
claration ; and 3dly, the continuance of the society to 
the time of the meeting alleged in the declaration. 

At the trial of this cause before Sir James Man^idd 
Ch. J. at the Middlesex sittings after last Hilary term, 
the bond, when produced in evidence, appeared to be a 
bond entered into by the Defendant and five other per- 
sons, in the form following, " We, John Ashley, C. i2., 
A. C„ D. W., J. C. D., and C. T., of the city otBath, in 
the county of Somerset, musicians, are each of us seve- 
rally held and firmly bound to the Rev. John Bo/wen 
clerk, vice-president, i^c. in the penal sum of 100/., to 
be paid to the said John Bowen, or his certain attorney, 
executors, administrators, or assigns ; for the true pay- 
ment whereof we bind ourselves severally, and our se- 
veral and respective, but not joint heirs, executors, and 
administrators, and every of them firmly by these pre- 
sents, ijc. i^c^ It then stated the terms of the engage- 
ment, and proceeded, *' Now the condition of the above- 
written obligation is such, that if the above-bounden 
John Ashley, C.R., A. C, D. W., J. CD., and C. T., 
and each and every of them do and shall, at the time, 
and subject to the terms aforesaid, regularly and faithr 
fully attend at the different meetings and rehearsals of 
the said society as aforesaid ; and at such meetings 
perform, according to the best of their skill and ability ; 
and also in every respect observe the rules of the said 
society ; then the above-written obligation to be void, 
or else to remain in full force and virtue." This bond 
was duly executed by the Defendant and the five other 
obligors, but was written on one stamp only, in like 
manner as if there had been but one obligor. To the 
reading of this bond, therefore, the counsel for the De- 
fendant objected, contending that it must be considered 
to be the several deed of each obligor, and ocmsequemtiiy 

T2 that 
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that it ought to have had six stamps. His Lordship, 
however^ permitted the bond to be read, and the Plain- 
tiff obtained a yerdict, but liberty was reserved to the 
Defendant to move to have a nonsuit entered. 

Accordingly, a rule nisi for that purpose having been 
obtained on a former day, 

Cockdl and WilUanu Seijts. now shewed cause. The 
stamp imposed by the different statutes, is a stamp on 
the peculiar instrument called a bond, without any re- 
ference to the number of obligors who may be included 
in that bond. The expression used in all the statutes 
imposing the stamp is " on any bond," without advert- 
ing to the subject of the bond or the parties. 5W,Sf 
M.c.21.8.3. 9SflO W.3.C.2S.S.37. \2Ann.$tai.2. 
C.9. 3.21. 30 Geo. 2. c.l9.«.l. 16 Geo. 3. c.34.s.l. 
19 Geo. 3. c. 60. s. 16. 23 Gto. 3. c. 68. 37 Geo. 3. 
c. 90. s. 1. Now, on this bond, there is the 16s. stamp 
as for a single bond, and that is all that is necessary. 
The only ground upon which it can be contended that 
this bond ought to have more than one stamp is, that it 
is not a joint and several bond,but a several bond against 
each of the obligors. But though it be a several bond 
against each of the obligors, still they are all liable only 
to the extent of 100/. 



Shepherd and Bayky Serjts. in support of the rule. 
This bond was entered into by the Plaintiff with the 
several obligors, in order to secure the performance of 
one contract between the Plaintiff and the several 
obligors. The instrument in question, therefore, is not 
to be deemed the single individual bond of all or any 
one of the obligors, but it is to operate as so many se- 
parate and distinct bonds against each of the obligors, 
and to subject each of them to a distinct penalty of 
100/., in case any one or all of them do not duly per- 
form his or their engagement with the Defendant. Now, 

if 
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if several distinct bonds be written on one piece of 
paper, it would be a fraud on the revenue not to use as 
many stamps as there were bonds. The observation, 
therefore, that the stamp acts only impose the duty 
on the instrument, without regard to the number of 
obligors, has no weight in this case. The langui^e of 
the deed is, that they are not jointly, but severally 
bound. Now, if more persons than one become seve- 
rally bound, there are more bonds than one ; each is 
severally liable to the penalty mentioned in the bond, 
and a separate action might be commenced upon this 
bond against each of the obligors ; nor could another 
action pending on the same bond c^ainst another obligor 
be pleaded to such action. The words of the bond are, 
" Each of us are severally held and firmly bound, 2fc« 
in the penal sum of 100/.'' If this instrument be only 
subject to one stamp, the revenue may often be de- 
frauded in cases where bonds are to be taken of a num- 
ber of persons, by including all the obligations in one 
instrument. In the case of The King v. Reeks, 2 Stra.716, 
the Court held, that one stamp to one piece of parch- 
on which the admissions of several corporators were 
entered, was not sufficient. [Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. 
That case is very different from the present, for one 
piece of parchment which contains the admissions of 
several corporators contains so many distinct admis- 
sions as there are corporators included.] 

Cur. adv, vult. 
On this day. 



1805. 




Sir James Mansfield said: It has been ai^ed 
that the several covenants of the several obligors to the 
bond in this case operated to render the bond the se- 
veral deed of each obligor, and consequently to make 
so many stamps necessary as there are obligors. We 
are of opinion that one stamp only is sufficient, and that 
this case cannot be distinguished from several other 

T 3 cases 
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cases in which only one stamp would be necessary. A 
common instance may be given, viz. where a debtor 
compounds with his creditors, and where each creditor 
signs the same deed, corenanting either to give further 
day of payment, or to take a certain sum as a compo- 
sition. There every covenant is in fact a separate co- 
venant, and the several deed of each creditor who signs 
the deed ; but the whole being only one transaction, a 
separate stamp for each person is never required. The 
same principle applies to this case. This was one 
transaction ; it was not intended that one of these mu- 
sicians should be bound unless all were bound ; the 
engagement would never have been made vrith one of 
them that he should perform by himself singly ; but 
the binding of all of them to the same object was the 
consideration of the obligation entered into by each 
singly. We therefore think that only one stamp was 
necessary. It does not follow from this determination, 
that persons may defraud the revenue by putting seve- 
ral bonds into one instrument, and with one stamp, as 
was stated in the argument. If that were to be done, 
and the persons who signed such bonds were severally 
bound, it would be a fraud. But here is no fraud. 



Per Curiam^ 



Rule discharged. 
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CawTHORNE v. HoLJBEN. Ma» 27th. 

THIS was a ruje obtained by Va^han Serjt. ealling A defenuooe upon 
upon the Plaintiff to shew cause why the judgment ^^^31^^)^"^. 
which had been entered by virtue of a warrant of attor- pumte stamp from 
ney, should not be set aside for irregularity : and the ^^[^Z^^^^^ 
only question was^ whether it was necessary that the 
defeazance upon the warrant of attorney should be 
stamped. 

Clajfton Seijt. in shewing cause^ admitted that a cog- 
nxmt upon terms must be stamped as an agreement, 
though a cognovit which is not upon terms need not, as 
was decided in Ames v. Jfiff, 2 Bos. ft PidL 160. ; but 
contended that the defeazance upon a warrant of attor- 
ney is part of the warrant of attorney itself, which being 
liable to a particular stamp as such, the defeazance could 
not require any additional stamp as an agreement. 

The Court was clearly of opinion that the defeazance 
was part of the warrant of attorney, and that an addi- 
tional stamp therefore was unnecessary. 

Rule discharged with costs. 



LosEMORE V. Cohen. jr«y 27t]i. 

THIS was an application to set aside a judgment on When tbeDefend- 
the ground of the Defendant not having been "* "^ ^ •"^^^^ 
served with notice of the declaration. Affidavits on that a notice of de- 
both sides were read, the result of which was, that at oi*»t»on ^^ •^ok 
the time when the action was commenced the Defendant c^uit nfosed to aet 
lived in the city of London, but inmiediately afterwards ■«<*• a jodgment, for 
removed into a house in the county of Middlesex; that ^ceVthT^feBd- 
the Plaintiff, with a view to serve the Defendant with ant'a Uat place «f 

notice •^•- 
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notice of declaration, made inquiry respecting him at 
the place where he had resided in the city of London, 
hut found that he had quitted that house, and could 
learn nothing of him either from the persons at the 
house or from his neighbours ; that when the Defendant 
was originally served with the writ he offered to pay the 
debt, if the Plaintiff would give him time ; that on the 
1st of May the Defendant himself was informed that a 
declaration against him was stuck up in the office ; that 
on the 10th his attorney was informed of the same fact, 
and that on the 13th the judgment was signed ; that 
the Defendant had offered to pay the costs of the judg- 
ment, if the Plaintiff would let him in to plead, but 
that he had since absconded. 



Best Serjt. in support of the rule urged, that the 
Plaintiff was bound to serve a notice of declaration 
at the Defendant's last place of abode, if that was 
known, (a) 

But the Court held the conmiunication made to the 
Defendant and his attorney of the notice of declaration 
being stuck up in the office, sufficient. 

Rule discharged. 



(a) Vid. BoUlem t, CutHford, I Bot. if Pufl. 214. 
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Thomas Barbs Esquire v. W. Digby, D. S. Duodale, ^^ 27ih. 
C. B. Addebley^ and Edward Crox all. Esquires, 
J. Johnson, and J. Hobton the Younger. 

^ I ^HIS was an action of trespass for seizing a mare if » comubiewiok 
A and gelding, which came on to be tried at the last iXwdt^jSei^ 
assizes for the county of Warwick before Gro3e J. when a ofthedatiesonhonaei, 
verdict was found for the Plaintiff, damages 13/.16«.4Jd., *^h"j;|;^f^^^ J^ 
subject to the opinion of the Court on the following ooUeotororcoiieoton 

^{^^^ of anj one hamlet fail 

The first four of the Defendants are commissioners the money ooUeoted, 
of taxes acting within the hundred of Hemlingford in *^>« p«rtioaiir hunJet 
the county of Warwick, and Johnson and Norton, the i^^„, mctiae^on ' 
other two Defendants, ai*e collectors appointed by a hare failed is liable to 
certain warrant under the hands and seals of the former. 1^^*^"?*"* ^^^ 

20 G. 2. e, 8. and not 

The warrant was to collect certain duties on houses, the whole constable- 
windows and lights, and inhabited houses, and on male ^^^* (') 
servants, charged upon the inhabitants of the consta- 
blewick of Bordesley, within the said hundred of Hemr 
Ungford, by an assessment made by the said Johnson 
and Norton, by virtue of a warrant under the hands and 
seals of the said other Defendants, to raise the sum of 
518/. 9s. 9d., the amount of certain arrears of duties on 
houses, and windows and lights, and inhabited houses, 
for the year ending 5th April 1801, arising within the 
hamlet of Bordesley in the said constablewick of Bor- 
desley by the failure of William Jabet, who collected the 
same within the said hamlet of Bordesley, and embez- 
zled the same, and hath since become insolvent and 
absconded. The Defendants Horton and Johnson, on 
22d of February 1803, distrained a horse and mare of 
the Plaintiff for the sum of 13/. 15s. Aid., the propor- 
tion of the said duties charged upon the Plaintiff by 
the said assessment. The said William Jabet, together 

(a) And see Ex-parte Hentttm, 7 Price 694, 600. 

with 
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with Edward Allen, inhabitants of the hamlet of Bor" 
desky within the said constablewick of Bordedey, and 
fourteen other persons were appointed assessors and 
collectors of the rates and duties on houses, windows 
and lights, inhabited houses, and nude senrants, called 
in the said warrant the several rates and duties for the 
said constablewick of Witton, Bordesley, Duddeston and 
NecheUs, Castk Bromwkh, Utile Brtmauich, Erdu^on, 
Saltley and Waskwood, and Water Ortan, for the year 
ending 6th April 1801, by certain warrants under the 
hands and seals of three of the conunissioners of taxes 
acting within the said hundred of Hemlmgford in the 
said county oi Warwick, addressed to them, and caUing 
them inhabitants of the constablewick of Witton, Bor- 
desky, Duddeston and NecheUs, Castle Bromwich, Uttk 
Bromwich, Erdmgton, Saltley and Waskwood, and Water 
Ortan, witiiin the said hundred and county. At the foot 
of each of the said last-mentioned warrants the pro- 
portion of the land-tax to be raised in each of the said 
places called Witton, Bordesley, Duddeston and NecheUs, 
Castle Bromwich, Little Bromwich, Erdington, Sottky and 
WashwoodfKad Trii^erQrfaii,isstatedinmanner following: 



Wtttm, 


£.42 9 





Bordaky, 


- 116 14 


7 


Duddeston and NecheUs, 


63 13 


6 


Castk Bromwich, 


169 15 


9J 


Uttk Bromwich, 


63 15 


5 


Erdington, 


167 16 


9 


Saltlof and Washwood, - 


63 13 


6 


Water Ortan, 


- 31 16 


9i 




£.709 12 


2 



The parish of Ast(m mentioned in the declaration 
contains three constablewicks, viz. the constaUewick 
of Aston, and the coBstablewick of Bordedey, and the 

constablewick 
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cODBtablewick of Deretend. The sererel places in the 
last-mentioned warrants called Wkton, Bordesky, Dud- 
deston and Nechelh, Casile Bromwkh, Littk Bromwkh, 
Efdm^m, Sdtley and Waskwood, and Water Orion, are 
separate and distinct hamlets in, and altogether com- 
pose the constablewick of Bordesiey. The 16 persons 
named as assessors and collectors in such last-men- 
tioned warrants were inhabitants of and taken from 
each of the said hamlets, viz. two from each hamlet. 
The assessments on the inhabitants of the said several 
hamlets for the duties on houses, windows and lights, 
and inhabited houses, and on male serrants, horses, 
and carriages for the year ending 6th April 1801, were 
made as follows, to wit, the assessment within the ham- 
let of Bordesley was made by the said William Jabei and 
Edward Allen only, who were inhabitants of that ham- 
let, and who alone signed such assessment as assessors, 
and who alone Terified such assessment upon their oaths 
before the commissioners. And the several assessments 
within each of the said other hamlets were in like man- 
ner made and signed, and verified upon oath by the two 
persons only named in such warrants who were respect- 
ively inhabitants of such hamlet, and each of the said 
assessments is separately signed and allowed by and 
under the hands and seals of three of the commission- 
ers of taxes acting within the said hundred of HemHng" 
ford: and the said assessments so cdlowed were by such 
commissioners delivered to the persons named in such 
warrants to be collectors of the said duties as follow, 
{viz.) the assessments within the hamlet of Bardesky 
were delivered to the said Jabei and Allen, and the as- 
sessments within the said other hamlets were respect- 
ively delivered to such of the other persons named in 
such wanrants who were respectively inhabitants of the 
hamlet forwhich each assessment sodelivered wasmade. 
The duties contained in such assessments were likewise 
collected in each of the said hamlets as follows, viz. 
• the 
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the said aBsessment within the hamlet of Bordedey was 
collected by the said WiUiam Jabet and Edward Allen, 
inhabitants of that hamlet, who alone signed such as- 
sessment as collectorai and the several other assess- 
ments were in like manner signed by the persons col- 
lecting the same in each hamlet, and who were inha- 
bitants of the hamlet in which they respectively col- 
lected. The collectors of the duties within the hamlet 
of Bordedey were and are always paid for their trouble 
by the Receiver-General separate and independent of 
the other hamlets, out of the duties collected within 
that hamlet only. The said several hamlets were and 
always have been separately assessed for the land-tax 
by two inhabitants of each of the said hamlets, and 
such assessments have always been collected by two 
persons inhabitants of each of the said hamlets ; and 
each of the said hamlets have been always uniformly 
charged in such assessment for the land-tax with the 
particular sum set against the name of each of the said 
hamlets in figures at the foot of the said last-mentioned 
warrants, and in the duplicates of the land-tax trans- 
mitted by the Commissioners to the Receiver-Greneral, 
tmd into the King's Remembrancei*'s office. The said 
several hamlets have always uniformly been returned 
as several and distinct parishes or places, having sepa- 
rate and distinct assessors and collectors. And in the 
duplicates of the assessments of the said duties on 
houses, windows and lights, and inhabited houses, and 
on male servants, horses, and carriages, transmitted by 
the Commissioners to the Receiver-General, and into 
the King's Remembrancer's office, the said several ham- 
lets have likewise always uniformly been retmned aa 
separate and distinct parishes, or places having separate 
and distinct assessors and collectors. Sixteen persona 
have uniformly been appointed assessors and collectors 
by warrants, in the form of the two last mentioned, and 
the persons so appointed assessors and collectors have 

been 
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two from each hamlet ; and all the proceedings under 
such warrants have been likewise unifonnly the same 
as before mentioned. Jabet, one of the collectors, who 
collected only within the hamlet of Bordesley, did' not 
pay the whole of the duties by him collected within 
that hamlet to the Receiver-General, being in arrear 
618/. 9s. 9d. for the year ending 6th AprU 1801. Jabet 
had no estate or effects that might be seized under the 
statutes. The hamlet of Bordesley w^s retmned in ar- 
rear into the Exchequer by the Receiver-General, for 
the several sums before mentioned for the year ending 
6th AprU 1801, and a distringas was thereupon issued 
out of His Majesty's Court of Exchequer against the 
said Jabet only, as coUeqtor within that hamlet, to an- 
swer such arrears. There was no failure in any of the 
collectors in the other hamlets, nor were any of them in 
arrear. The Plaintiff resided and was assessed in the 
hamlet of Witton only. The assessment for the said 
hamlet of WUton iof the year ending 6th AprU 1801 
was made by Bichard Ashford and Joshua $Short only ; 
their assessment was allowed under the hands and seals 
of three of the Commissioners, and they at the same 
time under their hands and seals appointed Short to 
collect the same. 

The question for the opinion of the Court was, whe- 
ther the hamlet of Bordesley was alone answerable for 
Jabet^s embezzlement, or whether the whole constable- 
wick within which that hamlet lies was not answerable. 
This case was argued in Michaebnas term last by 
Vaugban Serjt. for the Plaintiff, and Bayley Seijt. for 
the Defendants; but the argument is omitted, as it 
wholly turned upon the construction of the several sec- 
tions of the act of parliament mentioned and comment- 
ed upon in the judgment. 
The opinion of the Court was now delivered by 

Sir 
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Sir James Mansfixld Cli. J. The qoestion in Uiib 
case IB, whether the constablewick within which the 
hamlet of Bordesky lies be liable to make good the ar- 
rears of duties which ought to have been paid by the 
collector or the inhabitants of the hamlet of Bordtdy 
only. This will depend upon the construction of the 
20 Geo, 2. c. 3. The 6th section of that act directs that 
the conunissioners of the land-tax shall be commission- 
ers for putting that act in f<»ce, and directs that they 
shall divide themselves in hundreds, laiths, wapentakes, 
rapes, wards, towns, and other places within their limits 
as they shall think fit, and shall direct their prec^ts 
to such inhabitants, and such number of them, as they 
shall think eonvenient to be presenters and assessiVB, 
jpequiring them to appear before the commissionen. 
These persons are to return the names of two or more 
persons within the bounds of the parishes or places 
where they shall be assessors respectively to be collect 
tors, for whose pa]ring to the Receiver-General such 
money as they shall be charged withall, the parish or 
place by whom they are so employed shall be answer- 
able, by which must be meant the parish or place for 
which they shall be appointed. With respect to the 
appointment the commissioners are directed by sect. 9. 
to nominate and appoint two of the persons named 
in the certificate or assessment to be c<dlectors, or any 
other two such pemons as they shall think able and 
responsible for the respective divisions and places for 
which they were so presented. By this section theiiefi>re 
the power of the commissioners is confined to the ap- 
pointment of two persons finr any parish or place for 
which persons shall be presented to be assessors. By 
section 34. it is enacted, that in case there shall be any 
arrear of rates by reason of the fiulure of any collector 
for which any parish or place shall be answerable, the 
commissioners may re-^assess the same within the said 
parish or place respectively, and cause the same to be 

raised 
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aad levied in the same manner as the rates and 
duties under the act are directed to be levied. The 
a^qpointaient made by the comnussioners in the present 
case is something equivocal in its language, and seems 
to imply some doubt in the commisttoners how the 
appointment was to be made. They appoint sixteen 
assessors and sixteen collectors. Though the appoint^ 
ment is not made for the constablewick, but for the 
several hamlets, yet if in point of law sixteen collectors 
could have been appointed for the constablewick, we 
might perhaps have considered it as an appointment of 
the whole sixteen for the constablewick. But it appears 
from the act to be impossible that more than two col- 
lectors should be appointed for any place. In The 
King V. Loxdak, 1 Burr. 446. and The Kv^ v. Morris, 
4 Term. Rep. 650. it was determined that no greater 
number than four overseers of the poor could be 
appointed for any place, the statute of 43 EUz. having 
authorised the appointment of four, three, or two. The 
fair interpretation of the instrument is, that it was the 
intention of the parties appointing to do what by law 
they might, namely, to appoint two collectors for each 
place. Indeed it appears that these collectors have 
constantly acted as if there had been a separate ap- 
pointment for each of these hamlets ; payment has 
been made to each of the several collectors for what 
each of them has done in his respective hamlet; whereas 
if the whole number had been appointed for one place, 
there would have been sixteen collectors instead of two 
to be paid for one place. These being the fects, which 
all correspond with the only sense which can be given 
to the appointment consistently with the act, the result 
is, that the hamlet of Bardesley must be considered as 
a distinct parish or place within the meaning of the 
act, and consequently the 9ommissioners had no autho- 
rity to distrain on the Plaintiff for the deficiency of the 
hamlet of Bordedey. This is indeed an unfortunate 

construC" 
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construction for the hamlet o( JBordesley : but consider- 
ing the act of parliament, and the nature of the appoints 
menty it does not appear to us that any other constmc- 
tion can be put upon the act of the commissioners. The 
consequence is, judgmentmust be givenfor the Plaintiff. 

Judgment for the Plaintiff. 



END OF EASTER TERM. 



CASES 

ARGUED AND DETERMINED 

IN THB 

Court of COMMON PLEAS, 

AND IN THB 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 

IN 

Trinity Term, 

In the Forty-fifth Year of the Reign of George III. 



Meeke v. Oxlade and Others. /mm isth. 

THIS was an action for work and labour against 46 in an Mtion agunft 
Defendants for journeys and attendances respect- ^^J^'^nd"***^*"*" 

" "^ . * the dedarAtion con- 

ing an inclosure act. The declaration contained four taioedtwoooimu for 

counts, in two of which the Plaintiff declared as an at- ^®'*^ *•»• ^J ^*^' 

tiff ai an tttomejtUKl 

tomey, and in two others not so. ^^^ „^ ^^ ^^ 

done by him, withont 

Best Serjt. moved to strike out two counts, and sub- ^f^e'colnrt mXInd 
stitute the word *' Defendants" for the «names of the two eoonu to be 
Defendants in all those places where their names oc- •*"?'' !l?^"f *''• 

*^ word *' BefendanU^ 

CUrred, except the firat. )o be sabititnted for 

the namea of the 
Defendants in aU the 
Bayl^ Serj t. COntrd. pluet where they 

ooonrred except the 

The Court made the rule absolute. *"*• ^"^ 

(a) Vide Clmrl t. Mum/wd, 3 Canpb. S7. BrindUy t. Demmli, 2 Biug. 
184. 

VOL.I. N.S. U 
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/wM isth. Gibson v. Wells. 

An action on "the rT^HIS was an action on the case in the nature of 



caie does not lie for 
permiflUTe waite. (a) 



T 

X waste. The first count stated, that the Defendant 
on the 1st March 1803, and from thence continually 
hitherto held and enjoyed, for a certain term not yet 
determined, a messuage of the Plaintiff; that the Plain- 
tiff was seised in fee thereof, and that the Defendant, 
well knowing the premises, broke down divers perches 
of a certain wall of the said messuage, and kept the 
same broken down, 2fc. by reason whereof the Plain- 
tiff's reversionary interest was injured. The second 
count stated, that the Defendant, on the Ist Mardi 
1803, and from thence continually held and enjoyed one 
other messuage of the Plaintiff upon, among others, 
the condition following ; that the Defendant should not, 
during the said tenancy, suffer the said messuage to he 
out of tenantable repair for want of the necessary re- 
pairing ; that the Plaintiff was seised in fee, yet that 
the Defendant, contriving to prejudice him in his rever- 
sionary interest, suffered the said messuage to be out 
of tenantable repair, for want of the necessary repairing 
thereof in the roofing, walls, windows, Sfc. whereby the 
Plaintiff's reversionary interest was injured. The third 
count stated the Defendant to hold on the following 
condition : that the Defendant should not, duiing the 
said tenancy, wilfully suffer the said messuage to be out 
of tenantable repair, for want of such repair as tenant 
from year to year ordinarily ought to do. The fourth 
was upon the following condition : that the Defendant 
should not, during the said tenancy, suffer the said 
messuage to be out of repair for want of proper tiling in 
the roof, or o^proper glass in the windows. And the last 
upon the following condition: that the Defendant should 

(•) And see HorsefaU ▼. Maiker, Holt, NuPri. 7. 

not 
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not nor would wilfiilly misuse the said premises, or ne- 
glect any repairs he ought to do thereto, so as to 
prejudice the Plaintiff's reversionary interest. Breaches 
were assigned in the three last counts upon the respect- 
ive conditions in the same manner as in the second 
count. The Defendant pleaded not guilty. 

At the trial before Sir James MansfiM Ch. J. at the 
Wtitminster sittings after last Easter term, it was proved, 
that the Defendant had occupied the house in question 
for a considerable time as tenant at will to the Plaintiff, 
who was seised in fee thereof, and that the house was 
much out of repair. But his Lordship, being of opinion 
that the dilapidations proved amounted only to permis- 
sive waste, nonsuited the Plaintiff, saying, that although 
an action on the case in the nature of waste m^ht be 
maintained for commissive waste, yet that he had never 
known an instance of such an action being maintained 
for permissive waste only. 



1805. 



GlBION 

Wblls. 



Bayley Serjt. moved for a rule to shew cause why the 
nonsuit should not be set aside and a new trial be 
granted, and urged that, as there was no doubt that an 
action on the case might be maintained for acts of com- 
mission, there was no reason why such an action should 
not be maintainable for neglect amounting to waste at 
law ; that the foundation of the action was, that an in- 
jury was done to the reversion by the default of the 
tenant, and the reversion was equally injured whether 
the dilapidations were occasioned by commission or 
neglect. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. There is no doubt but 
an action on the case may be maintained for wilful 
waste ; but at common law, if any part of the premises 
are suffered to be dilapidated, it amounts to permissive 
waste ; and if this action be maintainable, such an ac- 
tion might be brought against a tenant at will who omit- 

U 2 ted 
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ted to repair a broken window. I think this action i» 
an innovation, and I am not disposed to encourage it 
The other Jadges concurring, 

Bayky Serjt. took nothing by his motion. 

On a subsequent day, Bayley mentioned this case 
again, and referred the Court to several precedents of 
counts in declarations for permissive waste similar to 
those in the present case ; but it appearing that they 
had been joined with counts for waste wilfully commit- 
ted, and that on the point now in question no express 
decision could be produced. 

The Court lEulhered to their former opinion, and refused 
a mle to shew cause. 



/ifM 18Ui. 

If insaffioient 
pledges dk retarno 
habendo be taken b/ 
tbe officer of the 
Court below in re- 
plevin, the remedj 
agtinst him is bj ac- 
tion, and this Conrt 
will not order him to 
pay the costs re- 
coTcred by the De- 
fendant in repIcTin. 



TesSEYMAN V. GiLDART. 

TTTILLIAMS Serjt. moved for a nile to shew cause 
f^y why the steward or chief bailiff of the Court of 
St. Peter* s at York should not pay the costs recovered by 
the Defendant in replevin, on account of the insuffi- 
ciency of the pledges taken by him de retarno habendo, 
and he cited Richards v. Acton, 2 Black. 1220. 

But The Court refused the i*ule, saying, that the De- 
fendant's remedy was by action, there having been no 
cause in Court at the time when the replevin bond was 
taken. 



Williams took nothing by his motion. 
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Fenn, on the Demise of Buckle, v. Roe. 

TTTILLIAMS Serjt. moved for a rule to shew cause Serrioe of a deoi«- 
yy why service of the declaration in this case, by ^^^t^Ae "bwi 
nailing it on the bam door of the premises sought to be door of the preniiM, 
recovered (there being no dwelling-house upon the pre- *" ''****^ ^ ***? 

^ o o ^ *- teuat had ooouion- 

mises, and in which bam the tenant had occasionally ally slept, there being 
slept), should not be deemed good service. The affida- ^ dweUiBg-hoo«e. 

sod the tenant not 

vit, upon which the motion was founded, stated that i^i^^ ^ i^. fonnd at 
the tenant was not to be found at his last place of >us last place of 
abode, and that no person belonging to him was to be J^^ be*irood serWce. 
found upon the premises. 

The Court hesitated much whether this motion could 
be attended to, but at length deemed it reasonable, and 
granted it, adding to the motion, and why service of 
this rale, in like manner as the declaration had been 
Eerved, should not be deemed good service unless the 
tenant himself could be found. 



Barry v. Robinson, Administrator of Robinson. /uMaoth. 

DEBT on a promissory note given by the Defendant's l^^* ^««« ^\ "• 
intestate to the Plaintiff for value received in !**™" ."!",** 

tor upon a simple 

goods. The declaration was in the detinet only, and contract of his intes- 
contained a count for goods sold and delivered. To *■*••(*) 
this declaration the Defendant demurred generally, 
and the Plaintiff joined in demurrer. 

Qns&no Serjt. in support of the* demurrer. The ground 
upon which this declaration has been demurred to is, 
that an action of debt in simple contract will not lie 
against an administrator. The point is settled by a 

(a) And see Prmet t. KUkoUcm, 6 Tmmt, 3S3. Priddy t. Hndtrmf, 
1 A 4- C. 674, 6S0. King r. TPiduwu, %B,i^C. 5SS. 

U 3 series 



294 



CASES IN EASTER TERM 



1805. 




series of authorities from the earliest times. In PinchonU 
case, 9 Rep. 87. b. the law was admitted to be so ; and 
in Hodges y. Jane, Sty. 199. Roll Ch. J. expressly lays it 
down, that an action of debt lies not against an executor 
upon a simple contract made by the testator ; and he 
assigns a reason for the wager in law, viz, because it is 
intended that as well the contract to pay money may be 
in private, as also the payment may be made in private. 
The same rule of law was acted upon in Hampton v. Boio- 
yer, Cro. Eliz. 557. and Bowyer y. Garland, Cro. EUz. 600.; 
and is also recognized in Plowd, 182. and Vaughan, 97 
to 100. In SneUing v. Norton, Crp. EHz. 409. the custom 
of London, by which an executor is liable in debt on 
simple contract, was admitted to be valid ; but the rule 
of law as applicable to all executors not affected by the 
customs of London, was recognized both in that report 
and in 5 Rep. 82. b. and 8 Rep. 126. So in Gunn v. 
Mackhenry, 1 Wils. 277. the Court said, if the Plaintiff 
had declai'ed here in debt on a conc&sii solvere, the De- 
fendant might have waged his law. It is clear there- 
fore, that debt upon simple contract cannot be main- 
tained against the personal representatives of a deceased 
contractor. 



Marshall Serjt. contra. The objection is, that debt 
will not lie against an executor on simple contract, be- 
cause he cannot wage his law. The ancient idea was, 
that no action, of any sort, would lie against an executor 
where the testator in his lifetime might have waged his 
law ; and the reason given is, that the executor would 
be deprived of a defence, namely, wager of law, which 
the testator might have had. But the objection could 
only be made by plea or demurrer, and therefore, where 
an executor was sued and declared against in court, (as 
was the ancient practice,) upon a simple contract of his 
testator, the Judge asked his attorney whether he had 
a mind to avoid the suit. The attorney answered yes. 

The 
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The Judge then told the Plaintiff he could take nothing 1805. 

by the writ. 10 H. 6. 24. b. 25. a. cited by Vaughan 
Ch. J. Vaughan, p. 97. An action was brought against 
an executor upon a tally struck by the testator : the 
Judges said. Nil capiat per breve, if he have no better 
specialty. 25 Ed. 3. 40. cited by Vaughan Ch. J. p. 100. 
who thinks this may have been determined upon de- 
murrer. It seems manifest from all the old books, that 
if a party to a simple contract died before performance, 
the remedy was gone ; and, indeed, the right in such 
case seems to have been considered as actio personalis 
qtue moritur cum persond. Before the time of Q. Eliz, 
the action of assumpsit was never thought of. Debt 
was the only action which would lie upon a simple con- 
tract. Throughout the year-books the action of assump- 
sit is never mentioned. Slade^s case, 4 Co. 92. b. was the 
first ih^t sanctioned this form of action by legal autho- 
rity. This was after a long struggle. The Judges of 
B. R. were in its favour ; those of C. B. against it. 
Geo. Kemp, Esq. one of the officers of jB. R., was em- 
ployed to search for precedents of such actions ; and 
he of course found many ; but not one where the lega- 
lity of this form of action was ever questioned ; and 
none were found earlier than Hen. 6th. Lord Ch. J. 
Vaughan, speaking oiSlade^s case in his Reports, p. 101. 
says, " though since that illegal resolution of Slade*% 
case, grounded upon reasons not fit for a declamation, 
much less for a decision of law, the natural and genuine 
action of debt upon simple contract be turned into an 
action on the case, ^c. actions on the case are all actiones 
injuriarum et contri pacem, and it is not a debt certain, 
in reason of law, that can be recovered in these actions, 
but damages for the injury ensuing upon the breach of 
promise," ifc. Mr. Justice Blackstone, in Mast v. Good' 
son, 2 Bl. 850. speaking of the action of assumpsit, says, 
** Originally all actions on the case were for torts, till 
the introduction of assumpsits on miutuatus and other 

U4 debts 
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debts in the time of Q. EKz. {Slade's case) in order to 
give the Court of King*s Bench an original jurisdiction 
in actions of debt, wherein (as in cases of detinue, co- 
venant, and account,) no original is by law returnable 
out of Chancery. Since that introduction, we must 
distinguish whether the particular action before the 
court be founded on tort or on contract. If the fonner, 
it may be joined with any tort; if the latter, with any 
contract/' At length the question arose in Pinchm's 
case, 9 Rep, 86. b, whether assumpsit would lie against 
an executor. The reasons urged against this action 
are, " Because it is a maxim in law that executors shaU 
not be charged with a simple contract ; and that for two 
reasons ; 1st, because, by the presumption of law they 
cannot have knowledge either of the beginning of the 
debt, being made by word, without writing, or of the 
continuance of it, because the testator might pay it 
privately : 2dly, because if an action on the case should 
lie against an executor, it would impugn the said maxim 
of the common law ; for every contract executory im- 
plies an assumpsit in law, and by consequence an execu- 
tor, which would be directly against the maxim." The 
answer on the part of the Plaintiff was, " that a man 
should never have an action i^inst executors where the 
testator in his lifetime might have waged his law ; and 
the reason is, because the executor shall be deprived of 
the benefit of waging his law, if an action will lie against 
him ; which reason strongly proveth, that in the case at 
bar the action will lie against the executors, because the 
testator, in an action on assumpsit, could not wage his 
law ; and therefore his executor shall not be deprived of 
it." At length it was detennined, 1st, that the testator 
could not wage his law : 2d, that after the death of the 
debtor, the debt remains ; and it would be a defect in 
the law, if no remedy should be provided for it. Thus 
a form of action unknown to the ancient law, is 
used for the purpose of evading the maxim of law by 

equivo- 
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equivocation ; and it isnow^said, that the ancient proper 1805. 

form of action shall not be used, because it would be 

against the same maxim. But the wager of law has 

long since fallen into disuse ; and if a man w«re now 

to tender his wager of law, the Court would refuse to 

allow it, and would put him to plead to the action. 

[This was denied by the Court.'] Therefore the action 

of debt upon simple contract will now lie against an 

executor without any violence to the maxim, because 

it cannot now be said that the testator in his lifetime 

might have waged his law. At all events, since by the 

custom of London a Defendant cannot, in debt on sim* 

pie contract, wage his law, {Gunn v. Mackhenr,y 1 WiU. 

277.) this action will lie in London against an executor 

upon a contract made with his testator. Now here the 

action is brought in London, the parties live there, and 

the venue is laid there. Therefore the objection, even 

if good in another case, will not hold in this. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The distinction be- 
tween the actions of debt and assuunpsUf as applicable to 
the case of executors, is not founded in good sense ; 
but still that distinction has always been recognized in 
the law. Ill-founded as it is, we must nevertheless act 
upon it while it continues to be law, for it is not in our 
power to alter the law. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. In old times 
very little inconvenience could ensue to any one from 
this rule, for the ordinary took the goods of the deceased 
and paid his debts; and for the debts due to the 
deceased took bonds and put them in suit. 

RooKE and Chambre Justices concurring. 

Judgment for Defendant 
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/mm 23d. Hill v. Tebb. 

^^ ^*^Lthl nP^^S was an application to set aside the proceed- 
OB A smI day. ^ ^^S^ under an execution issued notwithstanding 

A writof enw ^^g allowance of a writ of error. 
«Ueb«fon thedayon Shepherd Serjt. shewed cause, and objected, Ist, that 
which the jadgment IB the writ of error was of no avail, being tested on a day 
^t of MTorud * which was not a seal day ; and 2dly, that it was return- 
jadgment are of the able before the judgment was signed, the judgment 
■ame term («) having been signed on the 18th of this month, and the 

writ of error being returnable on the 16th. He insisted, 
that the writ of error was spent and inoperative before 
the judgment upon which it was intended to operate 
was signed, and cited Cnmld v. Coulthurst. 1 Str. 139. 
Rejindoz v. Randolph, 2 Str. 834. Vice v. Burton, 2 Sir. 
891. Wilson v. Ingobby, 2 Ld. Raym. 1179. Canmngr. 
Wright, 2 Ld. Raym. 1631. and Ja^esv. Nixon, 1 Term 
Rep. 279. 

Bayley Serjt. contra obseived, with respect to the teste 
of the writ of error, that it made no difference whether 
it appeared to be on a seal day or not, inasmuch as the 
Chancellor had power to seal writs on any day at a 
private seal; though judical writs issuing out of the 
courts of common law can only bear teste as of those 
days on which the courts of common law sit to do busi- 
ness. 2dly, Admitting the authority of the cases cited, 
he urged that the present was essentially distinguish- 
able from them, because in those cases the judgments 
and the writs of error were of different terms, whereas 
here the judgment, though signed on the 18th of this 
month, related back, when signed, to the first day of the 
term, which was antecedent to the 16th, the day on 
which the writ of error was returnable, which distinc- 

(a) And see Emanuel t Martm, 2 H. dc S. 984. 

tion 
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tion was expresidy lecognized and acted upon in the 1806. 

case of SamerviUe v. White, 6 East, 146. ^-»v-*^ 

HlJLL 

The Court said, the case of Somervilk v. White was Tebb. 

precisely in point to prove, that the Judgment in this 
case, though signed on the 18th of the month, related 
back, when signed, to the 14th, which was the first day 
of term, and consequently was prior in date to the time 
at which the writ of error was returnable. They also 
recognized the distinction taken with respect to the 
te^e of a writ issuing out of Chancery, and the teste of 
a writ issuing out of a court of conmion law. 

Rule absolute. 



Armstbono, Administratrix of Arhstbong v. /MMsetii. 

Smith. 

THIS action was brought by the Plaintiff as admin- When the eaptam 
istratrix of her husband, who had been a mate of ^' •** ""■» •««o«wt- 
a West Indiaman and had died on the voyage home, for eoDeotor of the port 
wages due to him firom the Defendant as captain of the ^\l "" ®' "^^'^J^ 

. '^ u the wmgei due to e 

ship upon that voyage. deceased seeman, and 

Upon the trial of this cause before Sir James Mansfield Pj^^ the same to 
Ch. J. at the Guildhall sittings after last Easter term, it uder the 37 Gm. 3. 
was proved by acknowledgments of the Defendant made *; ^*' *^* "?"■««>*»- 
to the Plaintiff immediately after his arrival from the „,y ^^^l sve threap' 
voyage, in which the Plaintiff's husband died, that 25/. *"■ ftw »j wages 
was due to him for wages ; and the only defence relied J^^l^ * "" 
upon was, that the Defendant had within three months 
after the arrival of the ship paid into the office of the 
receiver of the sixpenny duty for Greenwich hospital, un- 
der the 37 G. 3. (a), C.37. 5.7. the sum of 9/., as the arrear 

of 

(a) The fifth section of that act requires masters of ships employed in the 
ooloDj trade, withio 10 days after their arri? al ont and hoate, to deliTer'vpoB 

oath 
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of wages due to the deceased, and for the use of his 
executor or administrator. This, it was contended, de- 
prived the Plaintiff of her right of action for the wages 
due to her husband, the Defendant having, according 
to the directions of the 37 G. 3. c. 73. accounted with 
Greenwich hospital, upon oath, for the amount of the 
wages due to the Plaintiff, and having made himself 
liable to heavy penalties (6) if he had rendered a false 
account. His Lordship directed the jury to deduct the 
9/. paid into Greenwich hospital to the account of the 
Plaintiff, and give her a verdict for 14/. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and liberty was reserved to the Defend- 
ant to move the Court to set that verdict aside, and en- 
ter a nonsuit. 

A rule nisi having been obtained for this purpose on 
a former day. 



Shepherd Serjt. now shewed cause. Previous to the 
passing of the 37 G. 3. c. 73. no doubt the representa- 
tive of a deceased Seaman would have been entitled to 
sue for such wages as were fairly due to him: and if 
the construction of that act insisted upon by the De- 
fendant in this case be adopted by the Court, certainly 
it would have been better for the seaman, for whose be- 
nefit the act was conceived, that such a law should 
never have passed. It appears plainly from the 5th 

oath to the collector or comptroller of tLe port where thej arriTe, an aooovnt 
of ererj feunan who haa died during the voyage, and of the wagea dne to 
him. The aoTenth aection enacta, that all and ererj anm and aoma of aaonej 
which ahall be due for wagea to any aeaman on board any ahip employed in 
the colony trade, who ahall have died during the Toyage, ahall withiB three 
calendar montha after the arriTal of anoh ahip in CTrcnf Briimn, be paid to 
the receirer of the 6d, doty for Orumokkk Hospital, to the nae of the ex- 
eontor or adminiatrator of aoch aeaman, nnder penalty of 601. and dovUe 
the wagea doe. 

(6) By net. 9. of the act, the penalties are diatribated thua : vig, one third 
to OreMmeh Hoapital, one-third to\the anpport of the aeamen'a hospital at 
the port where the ship fiirtB, if there be any hospital, if not, to the old 
and diaabled aeamcn of that port and their familiea, and the remainig one* 
third to the pcraen iBfoming and sviog. 

section 
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section of the act, that it was thought an object to the 
seaman's representatives that the captain should im- 
mediately upon his arrival render an account of all 
wages due to the deceased seaman, and before he sailed 
again upon a new voyage pay the amount of such 
wages to the use of the representatives of the seaman. 
The reason of this provision is^ that by the captain's 
sailing upon a new voyage the representatives of the 
seaman may be put to great difficulty in recovering 
what is due to them. But though the act directs the 
captain to render an account, and pay the money to 
Greenwich hospital, it does not deprive the representa- 
tive of the power of suing for what is due to him beyond 
the sum paid into the hospital by the captain. If it be 
said that the captain ought not be called upon to pay 
the wages into Greenwich hospital, and yet be liable to 
an action, the answer is, that he will only be liable to 
an action in cases where he pays into Greenwich hospi- 
tal less than is really due to the deceased seaman.. 
Greenwich hospital is made the agent of the representa- 
tives of deceased seamen to receive wages due to them, 
and they will be bound by the receipt of their agent as 
far as it goes ; but ought not to be precluded from suing 
for wages due to them, and not paid to their agent. 



1806. 




Onslow Serjt. in support of the rule. Attending both 
to the letter and policy of the 37 G. 3. c. 73. it is evi- 
dent that the present action cannot be sustained after 
the payment made to Greenwich hospital. It has been 
contended, that great hardship would be imposed on 
the seaman if the construction of the act insisted upon 
for the Defendant were to be adopted ; and it has been 
attempted to invalidate the effect of the account ren- 
dered by the captain upon oath : but it should be re- 
membered» that the captain, though liable himself to 
the seaman for wages, has nevertheless his remedy over 
against the owners of the ship for what he advances 

upon 
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Armitrong 

V. 

Smith. 



upon that account. His account upon oath therefore 
must be deemed to be the account of a disintereBted 
person. The object of the act was not only to protect 
the seaman, but to protect the captain also ; and the 
benefit conferred on the former in lieu of the right of 
action formerly existing in his representatives, is the 
obligation imposed upon the captain to render an ac- 
count within three months, or make himself liable to 
the penalties of the act. The officer of Greenwich hos- 
pital is, by the act of parliament, constituted the agent 
of the deceased sailor ; he becomes therefore his agent 
to all intents and purposes ; and if any action is to be 
commenced on behalf of the representatiyes of the sai- 
lor, it must be commenced by the officer of Chreenwich 
hospital on account of the wages not duly accounted 
for to him, and by him only. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. The single question in 
this case is. Whether the 37 G. 3, c. 73. has taken away 
from the representatiyes of seaman dying upon a yoyage 
the right of recoyering from the captain such wages as 
remain due to them in their representative character, 
after allowing to the captain for so much as he has duly 
paid upon their account to the officer of Greenwich hos- 
pital ? Nothing is to be collected from the language of 
the act as to the particular grievance which induced the 
passing those provisions which apply to this case. On 
that point we are left in the dark. Representatives of 
deceased seamen must often not only be very ignorant 
respecting the amount of wages due to them from cap- 
tains, but must have encountered great difficulties in 
pursuing their remedies against captains who had pro- 
bably embarked on fresh voyages. To remedy this in- 
convenience it is provided by the act, that every master 
of a ship employed in the West India trade shall, within 
10 days after his arrival out and home, deliver in an ac- 
count on oath of all seamen who have died on the voy- 
age. 
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age, and within three months after his arrival in any 1805. 

port of Great Brkain pay to the receiver of the sixpenny 
duty for Greenwich hospital any wages due to any sea- 
man who has died during the voyi^e, to the use of the 
representatives of such seaman. It is observable^ that 
in case the master neglects to comply with the direc- 
tions of the act in the abovementioned respects, he 
is subjected to two penalties of 60/. each, and also to 
double the amount of the wages due to the deceased 
seaman; but that the penalties, when recovered, are 
distributed in the proportions of 1-3d to Greenwich 
hospital, l-3d to the support of the seamen's hos- 
pital, if any there be ; and if not, to the disabled 
seamen of that port and tiieir families ; and the 
remaining l-3d to the informer. Of these penalties 
therefore nothing is reserved for the representatives of 
the deceased seaman, who have been the actual losers 
by this neglect or fraud of the master of the ship. That 
is a strong ground for inferring, that it was not the in- 
tention of the Legislature to deprive them of their re- 
medy at law for the wages not actually paid to the offi- 
cer of Greenwich hospital. For it seems probable that 
the Legislature would have given some part of the pe- 
nalties recovered to the representatives of the deceased 
seaman by way of compensation for their loss if it had 
intended to deprive them of their right of action for the 
wages not duly paid in on their account. If the whole 
of the wages due are faithfully paid in, of course the 
representative of the seaman has no longer any right of 
action for wages ; but if a part only be paid in, and the 
remainder be fraudulently withheld, on what principle 
is it that the representatives of the seaman are to be 
deemed to be deprived of their ri^t of suing for such 
wages ? According to the construction contended for 
on behalf of the Defendant, the master of a ship may 
be called upon to pay large penalties, no part of which 
nor of the wages remaining unpaid will ever belong to 

the 




Abmstbono 
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the person really injured by the misconduct of the cap* 
tain, viz* the representative of the seaman. It appears 
to me monstrous to put such a construction upon an 
Smitb. i^^.^^ which does not contain one single word by which 

the right of the representative to recover wages not duly 
accounted for to Greenwich hospital is taken away. 

Heath J. I am of the same opinion. Judges hare 
always construed acts of parliament according to the 
plain principles of justice and equity, where such con 
struction has not been precluded by express words. 
Now, in this case, we are called upon to deprive the 
representatives of the ^e^unan, dying during the voy- 
age, of his remedy at law^for wages not paid into Green- 
vnch hospital, in a case where no other remedy or com- 
pensation to them is substituted. If the captain neg- 
lects or evades the provisions of the act, Greenwich 
hospital is interested in pursuing him through the me- 
dium of an informer, and recovering penalties ; but such 
suit and recovery will not benefit the representatives of 
the seaman. 

RooKB J. At common law, the representatives of 
deceased seamen had a right to commence actions for 
such wages as were owing to the persons whom they 
represented. That right, therefore, cannot be taken 
away from them but by the express words of an act of 
parliament. In the 37 G 3. c. 73. there are no such 
express words, and the observations which have been 
made on the distribution of the penalties are very strong 
to shew that it was not the intention of the Legislature 
to take away that right. It is in the power of the cap- 
tain, by rendering a false account to Greenwich hos- 
f pital, and also to his own owners, to obtain an advan- 

tage to himself; his account, therefore, cannot be 
deemed the account of a disinterested person. It is 
true this construction of the act may cause some vex- 
ation 
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ation to those captains, who> having duly accounted to 
Greenwich hospital, are nevertheless sued by the admi- 
nistrators of the deceased seaman with a certainty of 
losing their costs ; but such an inadvertence of the Le- 
gislature cannot alter our construction of the act. 
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1806. 

Armstrong 

V. 

Smith. 



Cham BBE J. This appears to me a very plain case. 
By the contract for wages and the service performed, a 
debt has accrued to the representative of the deceased 
seaman. Of that debt he ought not to be deprived, 
unless by the express words of an act of parliament, or a 
necessary inference arising therefrom. In the 37 Geo.S. 
C.73. there are no such express words nor does any ne- 
cessary inference arise to deprive the Plaintiff of her 
right of action. Indeed, if the construction contended 
for by the Defendant could prevail, ' it would be much 
better for the sailors that such an act had never passed. 
Administrators must often be a long time before they 
hear of the death of the party in whose right they are 
entitled. Now if the captain could protect himself from 
all further suit, by accounting for the wages due to 
Greenwich hospital, he would thereby exchange his lia- 
hiilj^ty to the administrators, which lasts six years, for 
a liability to a penal action, which endures for a much 
more limited period. The right to sue, not being taken 
away by the express provisions of 37 Geo. 3. c. 73., re- 
mains in the representatives of the deceased ifeaman, 
notwithstanding a partial account has been rendered to 
Cremmoh hospital. 

Rule discharged 



Vol. I. N, S. 
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1806. 



/totfaeth. Doe, on the Demise of the Master^ Wardens, and 

Commonalty of the Cutlers' Company, t?. John Hogg. 

If. note for the fTpHE Defendant in this case, having been brought 
prisoner in execation -^ up Under the 37 Geo.3. c. 85. to be discharged as 
at the rniit of a corpo- i^^ insolvent, and having complied with the provisions 

the corporation seal, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^Y delivering in a schedule and making an 
it is a safficieut com- assignment, was further detained on the PlaintiflP's 

plisDoe with the words • • !• . . -i_ i i ii i^nj 

of the Lorfs' Act P^^ ^^^ * ^^^ *o secure the weekly allowance of oa. 

which reqaire it to be per day. 
signed with the name rj^ ^j ^ 
or mark of the Plain- "vu^, 

tiff. 

Onslow Serj t.objected without success before Chambre 
J. the only Judge present when it was given, and now 
renewed his objection in full Coiirt, insisting that it 
was not signed according to the du^ctions of sect. 3. of 
the act. The note was signed by the master of the 
company (which it was admitted amounted to nothing), 
and had also the corporation seal affixed to it. He in- 
sisted that the sealing by the corporation did not fSdl 
within the words of the act, which are, " shall agree 
by writing, signed with his, her, or their name or names, 
mark or marks {a)," for that the seal clearly was not a 
name, and that the words " mark or marks'* only applied 
to those cases in which illiterate persons subscribed the 
agreement; he admitted that this was a mere oMs 
omissus in the act, but argued that if it were so the 
Court would give the Defendant the benefit of that 
oversight. He cited The King on the prosecution of 

Moore and TFj/e and and Wife v. Wilkinson, 7 Term 

Rep. 166. and Lqnne and two others, executors of Lqnne 
V. Bayky, 8 Term Rep. 325., in both which cases the 
Court of King's Bench had held that a note not signed 

(a) These words ooeor in S2 Gee. 2. c. 9S., and are adopted bj reference 
onlj into the S7 O. S. c 85. 

by 
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by all the persons. Plaintiffs in the suit in which the 1805. 

Defendant was in custody, was not sufficient. v*n-^^ 

Doe 

But The Court observed, that a corporation could only Hooo. 

bind itself by its corporate seal, and that as the seal of 
the corporation was affixed to the note in question, that 
was a sufficient compliance with those words of the act 
by which the note was required. 



T 



Rawlins v. Pebry. /m* Mth. 

HIS was an application to set aside all proceedings The Coart will not 
under an execution issued after the allowance of ^^^ * ""j! ^ 

take out execution 

a writ of error. The only question was, whether the pending a writ of er- 
Defendant's attorney had not admitted the writ of error «^' "^^^ l*^'"' 

•^ . the Defendant 8 attor- 

to be merely for delay ; Accordingly, the affidavit m ney has declared that 
answer to the rule stated, that at the taxation of costs thedehtwonid bewt- 

tied, and that time 

the Defendant's attorney told the Plaintiff's attorney ^^^ |^u that the De- 
that a friend of the Defendant would settle the cause by fo«»dant wanted, (a) 
some means or other, and proposed that 10/. should be 
paid down in part of the debt and costs, and the balance 
should be paid by instalments, adding, that '' time was 
all the Defendant wanted, and that he would send the 
Plaintiff's attorney a letter, informing him how much 
time he wanted." 
On this conversation, 

Bayley Serjt. in shewing cause relied, and insisted, 
that the language of the Defendant's attorney was an 
implied admission that the wiit of error was brought 
merely to gain time, and though not expressly so stated « 

by the Defendant's attorney, yet, if the unavoidable in- 
ference from his words was such, the Court would in 
this case, as in Miller y. Cousins, 2 Bos. SfPulL329., re- 

(a) And lee Spootur t. Gwrkmd, 9 M. & S. 474. 

X 2 fuse 
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fuse to set aside the proceedings. He observed, that 
the admission in Milkr v. Cowim was not stronger or 
more direct than in this case. 

But The Court said, the rule had always been, that 
the admission on the part of the Defendant that the 
writ of error was brought merely for delay must be ei- 
ther express or implied ; that the admission in this case 
certainly was not express, and that it was not neces- 
sarily to be implied from the language of the Defend- 
ant's attorney, that he brought the writ of error merely 
for delay, since if he had only applied for time to pay 
the debt, he certainly would not have deprived himself 
of the advantage of his writ of error as a stay of pro- 
ceedings by such an application and that the language 
used in this case could not have a greater effect against 
the party using it than a direct application for time. 

Rule absolute. 

Best Seijt. in support of the application. 



/toM29th. 

The Coort held ter- 
Tice of the deolaration 
in ejeotment on the 
wife of the tenant in 
possession soflScient, 
proTided it could be 
shewn that the wife 
lived with her has- 
))and. 



Jenny ex dem. Preston and Others v. Cutts. 

"TyAYLEY Seijt. moved for judgment against the 
JLj casual ejector upon an affidavit which stated that 
the declaration was served upon the Defendant's wife, 
and that she had admitted that the Defendant had re- 
ceived the declaration. 

The Court said that he might take the rule, provided 
a supplemental affidavit was produced that the wife 
lived with the husband, but not otherwise, (a) 



(a) See ChodHiU, €x dem. Bead, ▼. BadtliU, 1 Bom. ^ FuO, S84. 
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1805. 

Williams v. Strahan. /wMsgOk 

TyEST Serjt. having obtained a rule to shew cause if » Defendant 
J-^ why judgment signed by the Plaintiff should not J^*J,*ai \t^^' 
be set aside, no appearance having been entered for the peannee has been 

Defendant, entei^ for him, the 

* Conrt will not after- 

waida peimit him to 

Shepherd Sent, shewed cause and contended that the "* "^^ •judgment 

t\ r A I. J f forwantofanappear- 

Defendant had by his conduct waved the want of ap- moe hating been 
pearance by accepting a declaration and acting as if an entered. 
appearance had been entered; that his conduct amount- 
ed to an undertaking to appear, and as the Court would 
have compelled him to enter an appearance, they 
would not now suffer him to insist on the want of it as 
an irregularity. 

Best Serjt. contrd, insisted that the signing the judg- 
ment was the first irregularity of which the Defendant 
had to complain, and that as he has done no act since 
the judgment, he could not be considered as having 
waved it. 

But the Court thought that as he had acted as if an 
appearance had been entered, he should not now be al- 
lowed to insist upon the want of it, there being no irre- 
gularity which might not be waved. 

Per Curiam, Rule discharged. 



xa 
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1805. 
>^^ Clarke and Another, Assignees, t?. Reed. 

/ame 29tb. fTHHIS WES an action for money had and received. 

It is DO answer to I, iii-r»i.-/*. • i»i_i 

■n appiioation to -*- brought by the Plaintins as assignees ot a banJt- 

obange the Tenae rupt. A ruje having been obtained by Shepherd Serjt, 
Em9x od the Qsnai Calling on the Plaintiffs to shew cause why the venue 
affidavit in an action should not be changed ftom l/mdon to jB»er upon the 
^^^^f^^h' usual affidavit. 

nees, that the com- 

ttTthe bMfaJL"^^^^ Clayton Serjt shewed cause on an affidavit stating 
declared in jfuUZe«ejr, the commission was issued at Westminster, and the 
choaln^iTL^j^ bankruptcy declared there, and that several meetings 
Bat in sach case, the Under the commissiou, and the choice of assignees, had 
Plaintiff, can onijre- taken place at GuUdkoU: he insisted that it appeared 

tain their yenne bj , . . 

undertaking to giye ^''^m this affidavit that the whole cause of action did 
material evidence not arise in Essex, and that the Plaintiff was therefore 

entitied to retain his action in London without entering 
into any undertaking, and cited Calland v. Chanqnon, 
7 Term Rep. 206. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. If the cause of action 
arise in two difierent counties, the Defendant has no 
right to change the venue, but the matters stated in 
the Plaintiff's affidavit are no part of the cause of action 
which must have arisen before the bankruptcy, though 
/ they are material evidence to be given in support of it. 
The Plaintiffs must therefore undertake to give mate- 
rial evidence in London. 

Heath J. The cause of action and the right to 
bring the action are two different things. A cause of 
action may arise in the life of a testator ; the right to 
bring the action by the executors must accrue after 
the testator's death. 

Per Curiam, Rule discharged upon the Plain- 
tiffs' undertaking to give ma- 
terial evidence in London. 



(a) Vide Chord r. Hodge, 10 East SS. KmumgUm t. ChmtUr, 3 If . & S. 
30. Hunt ?. Bridgeford, 1 Tannt. 259. 
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1805. 

Hill v. Tebb. Jme a9th. 

THE Plaintiff in this case having sued out execu- if « exccntioo be 
tion against the Defendant, who was an uncer- ^ h,^ Jg^n sued 
tificated bankrupt, notwithstanding the allowance of a oat afier tbe aUow- 
writ of error, the execution was set aside as irregular ^,*tjj),^urt wUl 
with costs amounting to seven pounds, whereupon the not pennit the corns 
Plaintiff obtained a rule to shew cause why those costs l^ **»• "ppiicttion to 

*' be set off agsinst the 

should not be set off against the costs recovered in the cosu of the aotioo, 
action. ^"* ^'' ^*^^^ *"■• 

Plaintiff to paj them 
forthwith. 

Baylof Serjt. shewed cause and insisted that as the 
action was suspended by the writ of error, the Defend- 
ant was entitled to levy the costs of the motion. 

Shepherd Serjt. comtri observed that the costs of the 
motion being entirely within the discretion of the Court, 
the Court would hardly think proper to grant an attach- 
ment for the seven pounds when the Plaintiff was in 
possession of the judgment. He offered to pay the 
costs into the hands of the prothonotary until the writ 
of error should be determined. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. It would be affording 
great encouragement to executions of this sort if we did 
not compel the Plaintiffs to pay the costs immediately. 
Where a Defendant, as in this case, is poor, no attorney 
would be employed for him, unless he had a chance of 
getting his costs, and he could get them in no other 
way than by levying them immediately. I think that 
the Plaintiff must pay these costs ; and as he has made 
an experiment contrary to the practice of the Court, 
this rule must be discharged with costs. 

Per Curiam, Rule discharged with .costs. 

X4 
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1805. 
v^ y ^*^ ' Stead v. Izard. 

Where the estate JTiAYLEY Sei^i. mentioned to the Court, that the 
t^b^^g^^r officers had some difficulty in aflowing a fine to 

•old with the coiueiit pass in favour of the conusee, the conusor of the fine 
of herhosbeod, the jj^j^g ^fy^ ^^^^^ ^^ YiQT husband in a state of men- 

ooDTereiioe exeeated a ^ «% i . o » 

by him, lad the par- tal incapacity. He produced an amdayit of the conu- 
obaMHiiioBey paid, ggg^ stating that in 1786 he purchased one undivided 

the Court of Common , i i • ^ i_ 

Pleas will ootpreteiit l*4th part of an estate, which had belonged to his father 
the wife from lerying and Mrs. Izard.ihe (conusor of the fine) jointly, and 
boabaad has sim ^^^ ^T%. Izard and her husband duly executed inden- 
beoome mm tcmpot, tures of Icase and release to him, and were paid the 
^'^ purchase-money ; that at the time of such execution 

Mr. and Mrs. Izard resided at Charlestown in America^ and 
had at that time no intention of returning to England: 
that Mrs. Izard was on that account examined bef<»e 
one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas at 
Charlestoum, in order to pass a fine ; that the receipt for 
the purchase-money was indorsed on the deeds of lease 
and release ; that the conusee had been in the receipt 
of that part of the estate (together with the residue 
which belonged to him) ever since the execution of the 
lease and release by Mr. and Mi*s. Izard; that Mr. and 
Mrs. Itard were now residing in this country, and the 
latter was willing to complete the title of the conusee 
by levying a fine in his favour, and that at the time of 
the purchase of the estate in question Mr. Izard was of 
perfectly sound understanding, though now incapable 
of managing his own affairs. He also referred to Comp^ 
ton V. Collinson, 1 H. Bl. 334. to shew that 9. feme covert 
was coqipetent to levy a fine of what belonged to her ; 
and Moreati'5case,2£/.1205.where a^me cover/ had been 
allowed to acknowledge afine, her husband beingabroad. 
The Court said, they should make no order upon the 
subject; but that it appeared to them that there was 
no objection to the acknowledgment of the fine being 
taken ; adding valeat quantum. 

(a) And see Ex partt Almty, 1 Taont. 87. EsparU Si. Giorge, 8 TanDt.^590, 



/- / 
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1806. 
John Davenpobt Bromfield, an Infant, by his ^■•v***' 

Father and next Friend, v. Samuel Crowdeb, /ufaist 

Charles Bromfield, and John Vale. 



THE following case was sent by the Master of the Testetor dtrised to 
Rolls for the opinion of the Judges of this Court. ^' ^^' '^•' •«* ^^ 

* . . Jwr death to B, for 

John Daveftport, the testator by his will, bearing date lUe, ud at the de- 
the 10th of November, 1791 (and which was duly exe- ««*««of j.udA,or 
cuted by him in the presence of and attested by three ^ ^^ wutetTc if 
witnesses, and having first surrendered his copyhold i>« should lire to at- 
estates to the use thereof), after charging and making ^^\ dkw***^!'* 
chargeable his real and personal estates with the pay- age,aiidi>.ihoaidaar. 
ment of his debts, legacies, funeral expences, and an- ▼>^«w«.uithatca«e 

. . ° . to D. if he should lire 

nuities, but directing that no part of his real estate to attain 21, hut not 
should be applied for that purpose unless his personal o<J>«"nse;hatinoase 
estate should be found insufficient, did direct his exe- ^^ ^f^^ ^.^^* ^^ 
outers to pay unto his nephew the aboye-named De- them should attain 21, 
fendant, Samuel Crowder, an annuity of 60/. during his h!^*?!,^' ^ ^!*' ^ 
life, payable quarterly, and declared that the said an- tested remainder, (a) 
nuity was given upon the express condition, that if the 
said Samuel Crawder should at any time mortgage, sell, /«' Xy "- ^"^'^' 
assign, dispose of, or in any manner incumber the same ^ ^' " 

or any part thereof, then and from thenceforth the fu- 
ture payments of such annuity should cease and deter- 
mine and be at an end to all intents and purposes what- 
soeyer, and the same should be considered as if no such 
bequest had been made, and no part of the said tes- 
tator's estate should from thenceforth be charged or 
chargeable with the payment of the said annuity. And 
the said testator gaye to his godson John Davenport 
Bromfield, the son of Mr. C/tarles Bromfield of St. Ann's, 
Liverpool, Brewer, and the Plaintiff in this cause, the 

(«) Vide Ptnrm r. Xyosi, East, 170. ilos d. CUnutt ▼. BriggM, 
15 Ea»t, 406. Doe d. Rook* r. NtweU, 1 M £c 8. S27. PkU^ ▼. Dtakm, 
I M. & S. 744. DrhMnr d. Frank ▼. fVonit, 3 M. £c S. 25. WarUr r. 
Hutekmsom, I B. £c C. 721, 7S9. Ih^ld t. EhotM, 3 B. & C. 706. 725. 
Farmtr ▼. Franeu, 2 Biog. 151. Drk^r ▼. Fraid, 6 Price 41, 58. 

sum 
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1806. 

BROM FIELD 

V. 

Crowder 
■adOtlMn. 



sum of 100/., provided he lived to attain the age of 21 
years, otherwise such legacy was not to be paid or pay- 
able ; and devised unto his wife Elizabeth Danenpart and 
her assigns all his real estates whatsoever, to hold to 
her for her life ; and after her decease he, the said tes- 
tator, gave and devised such estates unto his cousin 
Joshua Rose, his heirs and assigns for ever. .The said 
testator afterwards made and published a codicil to his 
said will, dated the 28th of December 1795 (and which 
was likewise duly executed by him in the presence of 
and attested by three witnesses), and such codicil was 
in part in the words and figures or to the effect following, 
that is to say, '' With regard to that part of my will 
where I gave my estate to Joshua Rose and his heirs for 
ever, in case he survives my present wife, now I entirely 
revoke the above part of my will, and only give Joshua 
Rose my estate during the term of his natural life, in 
case he survives Mrs. E, Daverqxni ; and at the decease 
of Mrs. £. Davenport and Mr. Joshua Rose, or the longest 
liver of them, I g^ve all my real estate, of what nature 
and kind soever, to my godson JohnDaverq)ort Bromfield, 
son of Charles Bromfield of St. Amis, Liverpool, if the 
said John Davenport Bromfield shall live to attain the 
age of 21 years ; but in case he die before he attains 
that age, and his brother Charles Bromfield shall survive 
him, in that case I give my real estate to Charles Brom- 
field his brother, if he lives to attain the age of 21 years, 
but not otherwise, but in case both the above-mentioned 
boys die before either of them attain the age of 21 years, 
then I give my real estate to John Vak my godson, and 
son of Mr. John Vale of Brook-street, London, and his 
heirs fbr ever." The testator died in the month of jFe- 
bruary 1796, leaving the Defendant Samuel Crowder, his 
nephew and heir at law, and also his heir according to 
the custom of the manor of which his copyhold estates 
were holden, and the said testator's executors, after his 
decease, duly proved his will and codicil. In the year 

1797, 
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1797, a bill was filed in the Court of Chancery on be« 
half of the creditors of the said testator, for the pur- 
pose of hanng so much of their debts as his personal 
estate would not extend to pay raised by sale or mort- 
gage of all or a competent part of his real estates, and 
the personal estate of the said testator being insufficient 
for the payment of his debts, funeral ezpences, and 
legacies, a part of his real estates was sold accordingly 
for the purpose of making good such deficiency. Pend- 
ing the proceedings in that cause, and in the month of 
February 1800, the said Elizabeth Davenfort, the tes- 
tator's widow, died, and on her death the said JoAua 
Rose entered into the possession and receipt of the rents 
and profits of the unsold parts of the said testator's 
freehold and copyhold estates, and was admitted to the 
copyhold parts of such estates; and the said Joshua 
Rose died on the 27th day of March 1802, tiie Plaintiff 
John Dam^enport Bromjield being then an infant under 
the age of 21 years. In Jtme 1802, the Plaintiff John 
DavenpoH Brontfieli by his next friend filed his bill in 
the Court of Chancery against the Defendants above- 
named, claiming the unsold parts of the said testator^s 
freehold and copyhold estates, and praying (among 
other things) that his right to the said real estates upon 
the death of the said Joshua Rose might be declared ; 
and the Defendants having put in their answer to the 
said bill, the cause came on t#%e heard before the Right 
Honourable the Master of the Rolls on the 6th day of 
December 1802, and afterwards to be re-heard before his 
Honour on the 26th day of June 1804; and on such re- 
hearing it was contended and insisted, on the part of 
the Defendant Samuel Crowder, that the Plaintiff had 
no right or title to the said estates, or any part thereof, 
for that the devise to him the Plaintiff and to the De- 
fendants Charles Bron^ld and JbAi» Vale were contingent 
remainders limited upon the estates for life devised to 
the said IMxabeth Davenport and Joshua Rose, and that 
inasmuch as the preceding particular estates determined 

and 
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Brompibld 

«. 
Crowdbe 
•ndOthen. 
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and were at an end before the erents happened on which 
the said premises were to become vested, such remain* 
ders could not then take effect, and consequently that 
the said real estates remaining unsold did, upon the 
death of the said Jotkua RoiCf result and then belonged 
to him the Defendant Samuel Crowder^ as the heir at 
law and customary heir of the said testator. The said 
Master of the Rolls by his decretal order on the said 
last*mentioned day, ordered a case to be made for the 
opinion of the Judges of this Court upon the following 
questions (that is to say) : 

Ist. Whether the Plaintiff JoAn Daoenport Bron^iddr 
in the events which have happened, takes any and 
what estate or interest in the freehold estates of the 
said John Davaqwrt the testator? 
2nd. Whether the Plaintiff JoAn IXn>ei9iort BitM^/SeU, 
in the events which have happened, takes any and 
what estate or interest in the copyhold estates of 
the said testator? 
This case was argued in Easier term by Williams Serj t. 
for the Plaintiff, and Barley Seijt. for the Defendant, 
and again in this term by Shepherd Seijt. for the former, 
and Lens Serjt. for the latter. 



Arguments for the Plaintif— The question in this case 
is. Whether the remainders limited upon the estates 
for life devised to EUzabeih Daoeanport and Joskaa Rosey 
were contingent or vested remainders ? If the remain- 
ders were contingent, the tenant for life having died 
before the Plaintiff attained his age of 21, such remain-' 
der cannot take effect, and consequently the estate 
goes to the heir at law. If, however, upon the construc- 
tion of the will, the remainder should be considered as 
vested, the Plaintiff must succeed. Those, who con- 
tend that the Plaintiff took nothing but a contingent 
remainder, might as well contend that Joshua Rose took 
only a contingent remainder; for, as the codicil has 
limited his estate in case he shall survive Mrs. Daven- 
port, 
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part, it might be said that the estate is thereby made 
contingent ; and yet the devise is nothing more in effect 
than a devise to Mrs. Danenport for life, remainder to 
Joshua Rose for life. In the construction of a will, not 
only the words but the intent must be considered ; and 
whether a condition be precedent or subsequent, will 
mainly depend upon the apparent wish of the testator, 
and the Court will construe it either as the one or the 
other according as they may best effectuate the inten- 
tion of the testator, without regard to his particular ex- 
pressions. Now, in this case, it is a most material cir- 
cumstance that the testator has expressly noticed in 
his will the Defendant, who was his heir at law, by 
giving him an annuity of 60/. for his life, payable quar- 
terly, with this condition, that if the Defendant should 
at any time dispose of it, he should cease to derive any 
benefit from the devise. This clause most clearly 
evinces the opinion of the testator with respect to the 
conduct and prudence of the Defendant, and that he 
did not mean that the Defendant should have his es- 
tate. The Court, however, is desired to construe this 
a contingent remainder, in order that this Defendant, as 
heir at law, may take the estate. Such being the inten- 
tion, theCourt will not giveadifferent construction to the 
will, unless bound to do so by positive authority. The 
law favours vested estates, because it dislikes estates in 
abeyance and contingency ; and there are many cases 
where, from the import of the will, it should appear 
that the estate was in contingency, and yet it has been 
holden to be vested. Such is Borastoris case, 3 Co, 19. 
That was a devise to A, and J3. for eight years, and 
after that term to remain to the executors of the devi- 
sor until such time as Hv^h Boraston should accomplish 
his full age of 21 years, the mesne profits to be employed 
towards the performance of his last will and testament, 
and when the said if. B. should come to his age of 21, 
then that he should enjoy the said estate to him and 
his heirs for ever. Hugh Boraston died under 21, and 

it 
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it was contended that^the remainder to him was contin- 
gent : but the Court held that it was merely a devise to 
the executors till Hugh Boraston attained the age of 21, 
remainder to his son in fee» and that the adverbs of 
time '* when" and '' then" did not amount to make any 
thing precede the settling of the remainder, any more 
than in the common case where a man leases for life or 
years, and ajfler the decease of the lessee or the term 
ended, gives the vemainder to another, in which case 
the remainder vests presently. In that case, the ad- 
verbs of time were holden to denote the time when die 
estate should come into possession, and not the time 
when it should vest. That case is a material authority 
in the present, because the Court resolved that the word 
'' when" did not import a condition precedent, inasmuch 
as it merely denoted the time when the estate should 
come into possession. A more modem case to the 
same efect is that of Goodtitk d. Hagtoard v. Wkkby, 
1 Burr, 22^where the testator devised to trustees, and 
the survivor of them and his heirs, in trust to lay out 
the rents and profits for the maintenance and education 
of his hephews T. and J. Heywood during their minori- 
ties, and when and as they should attain their respective 
Bges of 21, that the premises should be and remain to 
them the said T. H. and J. H. and their heirs equally. 
It was resolved that the nephews took the fee immedi- 
ately, and that the trustees under the limitation to them 
took only a chattel interest carved out of the freehold 
devised to the nephews, ihey holding that chattel 
interest in trust for the benefit of the infants dar- 
ing their minority. That case was decided upon 
the intent of the testator, and not upon any tech- 
nical expressions. It is to be found in Feame's Con- 
tingent Rtmainders, p. 368. ed. 3. witlh many other 
authorities, all demonstrating that the intent of the 
testator must be principally consulted when Judges 
are endeavouring to ascertain whether a condition be 
precedent or subsequent. The case, however, of Ed- 
wards 
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wards r. Hammond seems precisely in point. According 
to the report of the case in 3 Lev. 132. a copyholder 
of borough English, surrendered to the use of himself 
for life, and afterwards to the use of his eldest son and 
his' heirs, if he should live to the age of 21 years, pro^ 
vided and on condition th^t if he should die before 21, 
then it should remain to the surrenderer and his heirs. 
On the death of the surrenderer, the youngest son en- 
tered, and the eldest son being 17, brought an eject- 
ment, and the only question was, whether the devise to 
the eldest son was upon a condition precedent or sub- 
sequent. The Court resolved that although by the first 
words it seemed to be a condition precedent, yet that 
upon all the words taken together it was an immediate 
devise to the eldest son, subject to be defeated by a 
condition subsequent, if he did not attain the age of 
21, and they compared it to the case of Spring v. Casar, 
1 Roll. Abr. 416. which was a fine to the use of A. and 
his heirs, if JB. did not pay him 20 shillings on the 10th 
day of September, and if B. paid it, to the use of A. for 
life, remainder to B. and his heirs ; and it was held not 
to be a condition precedent, but that the estate in fee 
vested in A. immediately, to be devested on the subse- 
quent payment. These two cases are in point ; nor is 
there any difference between Edwards v. Hammond and 
the present case, except that in the former the words 
are, *' provided and on condition,*' whereas in this the 
words are '' in case f a distinction which it would be 
ridiculous to insist upon. The i*eport of Edwards v. 
Hammond, in 2 Show. 308. by the name of Stocker v. Ed^ 
wards, is'not substantially different from that in Levinz: 
and if it were, there can be no doubt that the prefer- 
ence must be given to the authority of the latter re- 
porter. In Shower, the land is not said to be borough 
English, and the surrender is described to be to the use 
of the surrenderer for life, and after to the use of the 
younger son, and the heirs of his body, if he attained 
the age of 18 ; and if he died before that age without 

issue 
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issue male, then to the surrenderer's right heirs/ In 
both cases the surrender is represented as being to the 
use of a person wa^ not the heir at law» and that the 
only question was. Whether the estate vested unme- 
diately ? and Mr. Feame, p. 372. cites it as one of the 
cases in which words which seemed to import a condi- 
tion precedent were holden to make a condition subse- 
quent. In addition to these authorities, the case of 
Robinson y. Connfns, Cos. temp. Talbot. 164. and Ackerky 
y. Vernon, Wilki, 153. may be referred to as demonstrat- 
ing that no technical words are necessary to distin- 
guish conditions precedent or subsequent, but that the 
same words may create either according to the apparent 
intention of the testator. Supposing, however, the 
Court should be of opinion that the remainder in ques- 
tion is a contingent remainder, and therefore, with re- 
spect to the freehold property, the devise never took 
effect, still the Plaintiff will be entitled to the copy- 
hold ; for no principle can be more clearly established 
than that trustees to preserve contingent remainders 
are unnecessary in copyhold estates, the freehold which 
supports the remainder being in the lord. This prin- 
ciple was laid down in 2 Roll. Abr. 794. pi. 6, in Paw- 
sey V. Lowdall, Sty. 249. 273. and has since been recog- 
nized in Mildmay v. Hungerford, 2 Vem. 243. 



Arguments for the Drfendant. -^The case of Edwards v. 
Hammond, as cited from 3 Leo. is distinguishable from 
this case, and indeed ought not to be cited at all as an 
authority ; for the report of. the same case in Shower 
differs materially from it. In the report of Leimr, a 
material part of the Umitation is omitted, for it there 
appears as if the limitation was to the party for life 
only, whereas the report of Showej^ shews it to have 
been a limitation to the first taker and the heirs of his 
body, if he should attain the age of 18, and if he died 
before that s^e without issue male, then to the right 
heirs of the surrenderer. It was for the purpose of 

protecting 



IN THE FORTY-FIPTH YeAR OF GEORGE III. 



321 



{MTOtecting the estate of the issue male, which it was the 
mamfest intention <of the testator should be protected, 
^at the Court did some degree of violence to words 
which primA fade imported a condition precedent. Ac- 
oording to the report in Levmx, it was a special verdict 
in ejectment, and it was stated to be a surrender by a 
copyholder of borough £»g&A, to the use of himself 
for life, and after to the use of his eldest son, if he 
should attain 21, provided and upon condition that if 
he died before 21 it should remain in the surrenderer 
and his heirs. The question was. Whether it was a 
condition precedent or subsequent? and the Court held« 
that though by the first words it seemed to be a condi- 
tion precedent, yet, taking the whole will together, it 
must be held to be a limitation to the eldest son imme- 
diately defeasible on a condition subsequent. Mr. 
Feame^B book has been cited for an observation. upon 
•this case, but the whole passage was not stated. In 
p. 171. he says of this case, ''it was evideo^tly the in- 
tent that the estate should not go to the heirs of il. if 
the younger son died before 18 leaving issue male ; but 
if the estate was not to vest till he attained the age 
of 18, this intent could not have been satisfied.'* It is 
evident, therefore, that the ground of that decision was 
the protection of the issue male, to efiect which some 
violence was done totbe words of the wiH. But in the 
present .case, there is not the same necessity for doing 
violence to the words of the will, the limitation not 
being ** if he shall die under 21 without issue," but 
simply " if he shall die under 21 /* In Borast<niB case, 
the question whether the words used should be consi- 
dered to be a condition precedent or subsequent, turned 
upon the intent of the testator ; and the Court thought 
that words which naturally imported a condition pre- 
cedent should not have that construction in that par- 
ticular case. The same reasoning was adopted in the 
ease of Goodtitk d. Hay%oard v. Whitby ; the decision in 
Vol. I. N. S. Y which 
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ivhich equally turned on the intent of the testator, 
though the words imported a condition precedent. 
The Court in these cases thought that the testator 
only meant to point out the period at which the devisee 
ahould have the estate in possession; the rule beii^ 
that when words refer to that which must of necessity 
happen, they impart no contingency. The same prtn^ 
cdple was adopted in Doe d. Wheedon y. Lea, 3 Term 
lUp. 41. where the words were ''when and so soon as 
he shall attain the age of 24.** In Broumnoord ▼. Edr 
v?ards, 2 Vet. 243. the words were, '' if he should attain 
21 or have issue ;'' Lord Hardwiehe thought it was a 
condition precedent, and that nothing vested until one 
of those two events happened. There is another case 
of Denn d. Radclyffe v. Bagskaw, 6 Term lUp. 612. in 
.which the testator having devised to his daughter M. 
for life, remainder to the first son of her body, if living 
at the time of her death, and his heirs male, with re- 
mainders over ; and the eldest son of M. having died 
before his mother, the Court, though averse to disin- 
herit the issue of the eldest son, construed the words 
" if living at the time of her death" as a condition pre- 
cedent. These authorities therefore shew, that where 
the limitation is introduced by the woid '* if,** it will 
make a condition pnecedent, though where it is merely 
introduced by adveibs of time it will not Some aign- 
iDent may be drawn from the bequest in the will of 
IQP/. to the Plaintiff, which was not to be payable 
unless he attained the age of 21 ; for it seems reason- 
abki to suppose that, when the testator afterwards gave 
this estate to the Plaintiff by the codicil, he meant to 
give it on the same terms as he had before given the 
legacy. With respect to the supposed distinction 
.between freehold and copyhold estates, it does not ap- 
.ply to this case ; for though the estate of the lord will 
protect a contingent remainder against a determination 
of, the particular estate by the act of the party» yet it 

will 
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will not protect it against the determination of the par- 
ticular estate by the act of Grod. The reason is this ; 
the destruction of the particular estate by the tenant, 
creating a forfeiture* transfers it to the lord, in whose 
hands it subsists and supports the contingent remain- 
der. ^ This distinction is pointed out in Gilbert's Tenures, 
244, 5. 265. 302. and in Feame^s Cantn^ent Renumtders, 
471. Mr. Feame, p. 470. cites the case of Lane y. Pannel, 
I BjoU. Rep. 238. It also appears fixim Gilbert, p. 244, 5. 
that where tenant for life of copyhold commits a for- 
feiture, the remainder-man shall not enter, but the lord 
may retain it dimng the life of him who committed the 
forfeiture, and yet the contingent remainder shall not be 
destroyed witjiout an express custom. But if the act 
q( the contuigeilt copyholder completely puts an eud to 
the pcurticular estate, the contingent remainder is de- 
stroyed according to Gilbert, p. 302. He thinks, that 
where there are three sisters for life successiyely, and 
the eldest marries and takes a lease from the lord, re- 
mainder to her husband, remainder to the second sis- 
ter, who takes husband and enters, the youngest sister's 
remainder is destroyed, it being to commence on the 
death of the elder sister, and the estate for life of the 
elder sister being gone, and the lord who made the lease 
not being able to take adyaatage of the forfeiture ; 
and adds, there is as much reason to destroy contingent 
remainders of copyholds as freeholds ; and that it is not 
like the case where the lord seizes the particular estate 
ad a forfeiture where it continues to support the remain- 
ders. The same doctrine is laid down in the argument 
of Habergham y. Vincent, 2 Ves, jun. 204. and is adopted 
by Butter Justice as the right distinction in p. 233. 
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Repb/. — ^The distinction between the act of the par- 
ticular tenant and the act of God, in destroying contin- 
gent remainders of copyholds, does not appear to be 
well-founded. The principle upon which contingent 
remainders are protected is the same both in freehold 
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and copyhold estates. With respect to the fonner, if a 
legal estate be given to trustees, the contingent remain- 
der is not destroyed by any act which puts an end to 
the particular estate before the contingency happens, 
because the trustees having the legal estate it may wait 
in them, and there is always a tenant to the pradpe. 
This was the clear opinion of Lord Talboi in ChapaumY. 
BUssett, Cos. Temp. Talboi, 146. Now in the case of 
copyholds, there is no doubt that the whole freehold 
remains in the lord, the copyholders being mere tenants 
at will according to the custom ; therefore if the lord 
mortgage his manor and afterwards purchase a copy- 
hold, the copyhold is mortgaged as much as if the lord 
had purchased it before the mortgage. Doe. d. Gibbons 
V. Poit, Dough 710. Or if the lord devise his manor 
and afterwards purchase copyholds, they will pass. 

Cur. ado. vuh. (a) 
The opinion of the Court was now pronounced by 

Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. (who, after stating the 
will proceeded thus.) All the testator^s real estate is given 

(a) The record of the cue of Sdmardt t. Hammomi mm seerehed for and 
produced bj desire of the Court, from which it appeared that the preniaet 
^.. w ^ . /**.^ in qaettioB were onatomarj laiida held of the manor of SmOk BmiBJomJ ia 
<^^*/ /^^ /e^y /-r^/ Smm€x, in which there wai a caitom that the jonngest mw should bberit, 
^ ' and that the widow of the tenant in fee should have her free-bench ; that 

/oAii JETgwiond the elder aurrendered the rerersion of the preasiaea in qnes- 
tion, dependant on his mother's free-bench, to the use of himself for life, 
and after bis decease to the use of /o/bi Hammomi the younger (his eldest 
aon)i *' and his heirs and assigns for ever, if it ahall happen that the aforesaid 
/o/Im Hvmmnmd the younger shall Uto ontH the aforesaid /oJbi Uwmmmd at- 
tain the age of twenty and one years ; provided always and under the condi- 
tion nevertheless that if it shall happen that the aforesaid /oJbi Bmmmmmd the 
younger shall die before he attain the age of twenty and one J9tn,** then to 
remain to the use of /oftn Hammond the elder and his heirs ; that the 
mother died in the lifetune of the surrenderer ; that the surrcnderer died 
leaving issue the said Jolm the younger, his eldest son, and Tkammt his 
youngest sou ; that John H amau md tbe younger was admitted according ts 
the suirender ; that the Defendant, Ami Bammoadf was the widow of tbe 
youngest son, who entered on the death of his father, and that /ojb 
H amm ond the younger (the eldest son) being then fifteen, brought an tjectp 
ment against Amt Hammomi, his brother's widow ; that judgment was given 
for him upon special verdict in the Common Pleas, and afterwards a writ of 
^rror brought. Qi) 

(6) And see Pes d. BoiAa v. NstoiO, 1 M . & S. S27. Drwsr d. Frmidt 
V. Frmdt, 1 M. & S. 86, S2. 

to 
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to the Plaintiff immediately on the death of the preced- 
ing devisees, if he live to attain 21 ; if he die before 21, 
and his brother Charles Bromfidd survive, then the testa- 
tor gives his real estate to the said Charles BromfieM, if he 
live to attain 21, but not otherwise. If both die under 
21 , then he gives it to his godson, John Vale, in fee. The 
Plaintiff was under 21 at the time of the death of the 
surviving devisee, and the question is. Whether he took 
any and what estate in the freehold or copyhold premises ? 
There does not appear to us to be any distinction between " 
the freehold and copyhold. In fact, this is an imme- « 
diate devise to the Plaintiff, to take place on the death 
of the two preceding devisees. If so, we must either 
break in upon the terms of the will, or give them effect. 
In the latter case, there is an end of all argument about 
the word ** if." There is nothing in the will to prove that 
the testator meant the Plaintiff not to take a vested es- 
tate unless he survived 21 . Indeed the true sense of the 
thing is, that the devisor meant him to take it as an im- 
mediate devise in himself, but that it was to go over in 
the event of his dying under 21 . It must be admitted, 
that according to repeated decisions, no precise words 
are necessary to constitute a condition precedent in wills. 
They must be construed according to the intention of 
the parties ; and it would be absurd, considering the va- 
rious circumstances under which wills are made, to re- 
quire particular terms to express particular meanings. 
The apparent intention, as collected from the whole will, 
must always controul particular expressions. Now the 
fairest construction that can be put upon this will, inde- 
pendent of authority, is, thsft the Plaintiff took an im- 
mediate vested estate on the death of the preceding de- 
visees, with a condition subsequent. With respect to the 
cases, that of Edwards v. Hammond is on all fours with 
the present. The circumstance of the devise over being 
to a stranger makes no difference ; for it is clear that the 
testator meant no one to take his estate unless in the 
event of the Plaintiff dying under 2 1 . Edwards v. Ham- 
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mond is neither opposed nor weakened by any case. No 
doubt the general meaning of the word '' if" implies a 
condition precedent, unless it be controHed by other 
words. But, in this case, there is a Tariance between 
the expression and the meaning, and the case of Edwards 
y. Hammond sanctions us in giving effect to the latter. 
On these grounds, we are of opinion that the estate 
vested in the Plaintiff on the deadi of the preceding de- 
visees ; and the expression, '' all my estate," is so general 
as to pass an estate in fee. Besides, it would be an ab- 
surdity on the fiu^e of the will, to construe it only an 
estate for life. 

The following certificate was afterwards sent to the 
Master of the Rolls : 

This case has been argued before us by counsd, and 
we are of opinion that, in the events that have happened, 
the Plaintiff JbAn Davenport Bran^leld takes a vested es- 
tate ii^ fee simple in the freehold and copyhold estates of 
the said John Davenpori the testator, determinable upon 
the contingency of his dying under the age of 21 years. 

J. Mansfield. 
J. Heath. 

G. ROOKE. 

N A. Chambee. 



/ii^2d. 



Owen and Another v. Warbubton. 



The Court wiu aet ripHIS was an application for a new trial in this cause, 

the effidaritof ejorj" which was tried at Chester, on the ground of mis- 

mwi that it was de- couduct in the jury. Two a£Sdavits were produced in 

^ "*' support of the motion ; one by Ralph Bridge the foreman 

of the jury, and one by a person of the name of Chapman. 

The material facts sworn to by Bridge were, that the 

jury not being agreed left the Court and were put into 

a room by themselves ; that four were disposed to find 

a verdict for the Defendant, and eight for the Plaintiffs ; 

that one of those disposed to find for the Plaintiffs swore 

he 
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be would 6tay there till Saiurday eyening before he- 
would find a verdict for the Defendant ; that after some 
hours had elapsed in fruitless endeavours by Bridge to 
alter the opinion of those who inclined to a verdict for* 
the Plaintiffs, it was proposed by several of the jury to 
draw lots, to which Bridge was induced to assent f 
that accordingly two p^cils were produced of different 
lengths, and it was agreed that the longest pencil £hould> 
be for the Plaintiffs and the shortest for the Defendant ; 
that Bridge held the pencils and another juryman drew, 
and that the longest pencil being drawn, the jury went 
to the Chief Justice's lodgings and those of the jury 
who were for the Plaintiffs gave in the verdict for them* 
CA^fMRoii swore that he followed the jury when they 
went to the room, and stood at the outside of the door, 
where he heard the jurymen arguing very vicdently and 
disputing with each other ; that after . some time hd 
heard a proposal by some of the jury to draw lots whe- 
ther the verdict should be given in favour of the Plain- 
tiffs or the Defendant; that they Were quiet for some 
time, and then came out of the room and went to the 
Chief Justice's lodgings, after which he was told by 
several of the jurymen how the verdict was, and the 
mode in which it had been decided. Upon these affi- 
davits a rule nid for a new trial wds granted. 
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CockeU Serjt. in the course of the last term shewed 
cause and relied (m the case of Vaise v. Ddanael, 1 Term 
Rqf. 1 1 . where the Court of Kiag*9 Bench under similar 
circumstances refused to receive the affidavits Of jury- 
men, such conduct being a very high nlisdemeanot in 
them, and observed that in such caees the Court must 
receive their information fiosa some other source. He 
also cited the case of Jackaon v. WHUmuon and Others, 
2TermBqf.^l. where the Court of jKm^^J^A refused 
to amend iheposka upon the mumimous affidavit of the 
jury that the 30/. damages given in by them and ret 
corded as their verdict w&s in addition to a sum of 31/. 
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which had been proved to be the price actoaliy received 
by the Defendants for the sale of the PkuntiflTs pro- 
perty, which had been sold 30/. nnder its value, the 
Court saying that it would introduce a very dangerous 
practice. He observed, that without the affidavit of 
Halfh Bridge f there was no evidence of the verdict hav- 
ing been decided by lot, but only of a proposal so to 
decide it. 



Williams Seijt. in support of the rule. In the case of 
Hak V. Cove, 1 Stra. 642. the Court set aside a verdict 
because the jury had decided it by lot, even though it 
happened to be according to the evidence and opinion 
of the learned Judge. If the affidavit of Bridge be false, 
it may very easily be contradicted ; but the evidence of 
Chapnum is strongly confirmatory of the facts to which 
Bridge deposes. Herein there is a great diflerence be- 
tween this case and the case of Vaise v. Ddavel, for the 
jurymen there who made the affidavit were oot at all con* 
firmed by any third person. Indeed it is too much to 
infer from that case, that under no circumstances what* 
ever the affidavit of jurymen shall be received by the 
Court. Judges ought not to lend too easy an ear to ap- 
plications of this kind; but still they should take care 
that verdicts are not obtained by improper methods. In 
Vaise v. Ddavel, the Court were not put in possession of 
several existing cases in which affidavits of jurymen have 
been received or required by the Courts. Thus in PAtZipr 
V. Fowler, Bame$,441 .Cofii.625. a verdict was set aside on 
the affidavit of two jurors that it had been decided by 
casting lots, though the application was made after a 
motion in arrest of judgment, and was therefore objected 
to as too late, the Court observing that though the dis- 
closure was after the motion in arrest of judgment, yet 
as it was before judgment they must receive it. In Ayleit 
r.Jewell,2Bl. 1299. where the jury, not being able to 
agree in their verdict, wrote the names of the juiymen on 
slips of paper, and shaking them together, left the de- 
cision 
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cision of the rerdict to the first six which were drawn, 
the Court refused to grant a new trial, because this 
matter was only brought before them by the affidavit of 
the attorney to whom several pf the jury had confessed 
it» ** there being no affidavit of the jurymen or any other 
that was cognizant of this transaction." It was resolved 
in 2 Lev. 139. that a verdict decided by lot must be set 
aside, and the case of HaU v. Cove shews that it mat- 
ters not whether the verdict be right or wrong. Id Parr 
T. Seamei, Barnes, 438. on a question whether a verdict 
decided by hustling halfpence in a hat ought to be set 
aside or not, the Court stayed the entry of the final 
judgment to give the Plaintifi* an opportunity of pro- 
curing affidavits from some of the jurors, because the 
fact was only stated to them by affidavit of a person to 
whom two of the jury had confessed. 

After the argument. Sir James Man^eld Ch. J. ob- 
served, that the authorities upon the subject being con- 
tradictory, it was fit that the point should be settled 
one way or the other, and therefore it would be right to 
consider the case before any opinion was delivered. 
His Lordship observed, that it was singular to refuse 
to set aside the verdict on the evidence of jurors when 
that evidence was before the Court, though perhaps it 
would have been the wiser way to refuse to entertain 
any motion of this. kind; at the same time thinking 
that evidence should be received with a view to punish 
the jurymen who had so misconducted themselves. 



1805. 




Cur. ado. vuli. 



On this day th6 opinion of the court was delivered by 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. We have conversed 
with the other Judges upon this subject, and we are aU 
of opinion that the affidavit of a juryman cannot be 
received. It is singular indeed that almost the only 
evidence of which the case admits should be shut out ; 

but. 
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1805. bat» considering the arts which might be nsed if a eoi>- 

tfary rule were to prevail, we think it necessary to ex- 
clude such evidence. If it were understood to be the 
law that a juryman might set aside a rerdict by such 
eiridenoe^ it might sometimes happen that a juryman, 
being a friend to one of the parties, and not being 
able to bring over his companions to his opinion* might 
propose a decision by lot, with a view afterwards to 
set aside the verdict by his own affidavit, if the deci* 
sion should be against him. We are therefore of opinr 
ion that there is no ground to support this nde. 
Per Curiam, Rule discharged. 



/Miy 2d. Brooke and Others v. White. 

If goods b« Mid At ripHIS was an action for goods sold and delivered, 
to be paid for b j a -■- At the trial before Sir James Monoid Ch. J. at 
biiut 12 moDthi, and the Guildkali sitiing& after the last JEeis^er term, it ap- 
fm after the mb^- peared that the goods in question were originally sold 
tioDoftbei4moDth«, at two mouths' Credit, to be paid for by a bill at 12 

* J . °' ""J "*, months ; that more than 14 months had elapsed be- 

corer id an action for ' ' 

gooda aoid and de- tweeu the delivery of the goods and the commencement 
iTered. (a) ^f ^^ actiou, and that the goods had not been paid for; 

whereupon his Lordship directed the jury to find a ver- 
dict for the Plaintiff, at the same time giving leave to 
the Defendant to move that a nonsuit should be entered. 

Accordingly Be^ Serjt. now moved to enter a non- 
suit, and insisted that the Plaintiff could not maintain 
this action, but ought to have declared upon a special 
• contract ; that the principles upon which the former 
cases on this subject had been decided did not turn 
upon the question whether the period of credit had ex- 
pired or not, but whedier the contract of sale were 
general or special ; that the mere ciicumstance of the 
period of credit having expired could not convert a 

(a) VideCofAfly r. Uumoft 1 Campb. 995 mMu v. Dvperof, 9 Easf,4d8. 
ForH9r ▼. S^U^ 12 Eaitr605r 

special 
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special contract into a general sale of goods, and that 
the action therefore should have been brought for not 
having given the bill agreed upon, for that whe^ any 
thing is agreed to be done besides the aciere payaMnt 
of the money, the contract is not a sale bnt a special 
agreement ; and he observed that m DulUm v. Sobmonr 
<oft, 3 Bos. 8f Pull. 682. nrhich was the last case upon 
the sul^ect. Lord Alvanley expressed his opinion of the 
necessity of declaring upon the special contract, as well 
after the expiration of the period of credit as before. 

Sir James Mansfield Ch« J. When a person sells 
goods upon a certian credit, to be paid for by a bill at 
a certain date, he can maintain no action for goods sold 
until the expiration of the period at which such bill 
would become due, because the goods are not agreed 
to be paid for till that time : if the bill be not given, he 
may bring an action on the special contract, because 
he is deprived of the particular security agreed upon, 
but when the whole time is expired, and no bill has 
been given, why may he not Imng an action for the 
money which is then due 1 After the expiration of the 
period of credit, it is of no use to give the biU, for the 
party is then entitled to receive his money. 



1805. 




Heath J. I have always understood that when a 
contract is executory the party must declare specially, 
but that when it is executed he may declare generally. 
There is a case in Wibon {a) which is decisive on this 
point. 

RooKE J. I apprehend that this distinction will be 
found in all the cases, that the Plaintiff can only re- 
cover upon a special action until the time of the credit 
has expired ; but that when that has expired he may 
have a general action. 

(a) Probablj Mr. Justice Heaih aUaded to the case of Alcorn t. Wut. 
frrook, 1 Wih, 115. 

Chambre 
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Chambre J. The qualifications respecting the mode 
of payment are introduced for the benefit of the pur^ 
chaser, and during the tipae to which they relate, the 
seller must sue on a special contract ; when that time is 
expired the money is absolutely due. No authority in 
point has been c^ted for the Defendant, and if any thing 
dropped from Lord Ahatd^ upon the subject, it was 
extra-judicial. 



Besi Serjt. took nothing by his motion. 



jTiysra. 



The title of a par* 
ehaser for a TtluUe 
ooBsideration eamiot 
be defeated b j a prior 
Tolontary aettlement 
of wbieb be bad no 
Dotioe* tboogb be por- 
ebaaed of one wbo 
bad obtained a oon- 
f eyaaoe bj fraud, bat 
of wbieb flraad be, 
tbe parobaaer, waa 
ignorant. («) 






V/A 



^v 



f^A.4^* 



w^ 



Doe, on the Demise of William Bothell, «;. 

Martyr. 

EJECTMENT for certain premises, situate at Dork- 
ing in the county of Surrey. 
At the trial of this cause before Heath J. at the last 
Lent assizes, the fdlowing facts appeared in evidence. 
By indenture of lease and release, bearing date the 27th 
and 28th of February 1750, recited a deed of 1728, 
under which the legal estates of the lands in question 
was vested in trustees for the use of one William Boihell, 
and that the said William Bothell was desirous to settle 
the lands as after-mentioned, the said WilHam Boihell 
conveyed to J. S. and J. JB. and to their heirs, to hold 
to and to the use of the said J. S. and J. JB. upon 
trust to permit the said William Bothell to receive the 
rents during his life, and after his decease upon trust to 
pay the rents to any children of the said William Boihell 
till they should come of age, and then to convey to them 
as tenants in common ; and on failure of issue of Wiliiam 
Boihell upon trust to convey the same to William Dud- 
ley and his heirs, and until such conveyance to stand 
seised thereof to the use of William Dudley and his heirs. 

(a) Vide i>oe d. OtUy t. ifaiiiijii^, 9 East, 59. 

William 
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William Dudley died in the lifetime of the said William 1805. 

'Bothell, haying, by his will duly executed, devised the 
premises to John BotheU of Mare House and his heirs. 
John Boihell of Mare House also died in the lifetime of 
William Bothell (the settlor in 1750), and the lessor of 
the Plaintiff William Bothell was the brother and heir 
at law of the said John Bothell of Mare House. In 1796, 
William Bothell (the 'settlor in 1750) executed deeds of 
lease and release,, bearing date the 3d and 4th of June 
by which, in consideration of 475/. (the receipt of which 
was indorsed on the deed), to him paid by Thomas 
Bothwell of Dorking, bricklayer, he conveyed the premises 
iu question to the said Thomas Bothwell, his heirs and 
assigns, for ever. Thomas Bothwell, in pursuance of 
this deed, entered into possession of the premises, giv- 
ing to old William BotheU, (the settlor in 1750,) a bond 
for 450/. the purchase-money. This bond was never 
paid by Thomas Bothwell, who was no relation to old 
William Bothell, and was in very mean circumstances. 
Old William Bothell was a very weak man; he died in 
December 1802 without issue. In February 1796, Thofnas 
Bothwdl sold and conveyed the premises in question to 
the Duke of Norfolk for a valuable consideration paid 
by him, without any notice of ihe deed of 1750, or of 
any fraud in the conveyance of 1795. The jury found 
a verdict for the lessor of the Plaintiff, saying that they 
thought the conveyance to Thomas Bothwell in 1795 
was fraudulent. 

A rule nisi having been obtained on a former day for 
getting aside this verdict and having a new trial. 

Best Serjt. now shewed cause. The Duke of Norfolk, 
being a purchaser from Thomas Bothwell, must stand or 
fall by his title. If a contrary rule were to be establish- 
ed, a man who has obtained an estate by fraud, has 
nothing to do but to convey that estate to a bond fde 
purchaser for a valuable consideration^ and he will 

thereby 
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1806. thereby secure to himself the fruits of his own fraud. 

By 27 Eliz. c. 4. b. 2. conveyances made with a view to 
defeat prior titles are declared to be " utterly void, frus- 
trate, and of no effect.*' If such a construction be put 
upon the 27 Eliz. as is necessuy in this case for the 
support of tlumuu Bothwdfs title to sell, the statute 
will most properly be called a statute to protect fraudu- 
lent conveyances. How can a person convey a good 
title to a purchasei', when in his own hands the estate 
is a perfect nullity ? In Doe v. Rtpuikdge, Cowp. 708. 
Loi-d Manffield says, '' the statute does not say a volun- 
tary settlement shall be void, but that a fraudulent set- 
tlement shall be void. There is no part of the act of 
parliament which affects voluntary settlements eonomme, 
unless they are fraudulent." In this case, the jiiry 
have found that the conveyance to Thomas Boihwdl 
was fraudulent. 

» 

Shepherd and jBoy/ey Serjts. conJtri insisted that the 
Duke of Norfolk, being a purchaser for a valuable con- 
sideration without notice of the deed in 1750, was pro- 
tected ; that old Boihell himself, if alive, could not de- 
feat the conveyance to the Duke, fi)r that though the 
deed, as between old Bothell and Bathmdl might be 
fraudulent, yet the Duke, having purchased for value 
and without notice, stood in the same conditton as if 
the person from whom he took had not taken under a 
fraudulent deed. They cited Prober v. LaiigfJkim, 1 (Siii. 
133. Andrew Newport's case, 1 Shyn. 423. and Smariky. 
WUUams, 3 Lev. 387. to shew that a deed, which was 
void in its creation, might be made good by matter ex 
postfacto. 

Hie Court were very clearly of opinion that the rule 
for a new trial must be made absolute ; and Sir James 
Mansfield Ch. J. observed, that they could not, without 
overturning the settled and decided law, hold that a 

prior 
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firior voluntary conyeyance could defeat a oonyeyanca 
to a purchaser for a valuable cooflideration ; he referred 
to the case of Etjefyn v. Templar, 2 Brown Chtmc. ^Rep. 
148. and Newstead v. Serk, cited by Lord Mansfield in 
Doe V. R4mtledge, Cowp, 708., in both which cases sub- 
sequent bond fdt purchases were held good, notwith*- 
standing prior voluntary settlements ; and regretted that 
it had ever been decided, as was the case in Eodyn v. 
Templur, that even notice of the prior settlement would 
not defeat such a purchase. 

Per Curiam, Rule absolute. 
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John Doe, on the several Demises of Sallt Wright /nfy 2d. 

Widow^ and James Camped Wright Esquire, v. 
Edward Child and Mary his Wife. 

THIS was an ejectment brought to recover the pos*^ The deTUor after 
session of certain premises, part freehold and part ^""* *^*** "*"" 

, , diictory words, " as 

t^opyhold, in the several parishes oi Great Stambridge, tonchingsiichworidij 
LUtle Wakering, South Shoebury, and Paglesham, in JEs- "* ?•"»"■* ••*»*« 

.• o wherewith it has 

sex. The first demise by Sally Wright, and the second pleased God to bless 
by James Camper Wright, being laid on the 2d January ™«» ^ P^« »*** ^' 
1796 ; the third demise by SaJly Wright, and the fourth ^foUowinr** *" 



man- 



3t)y James Camper Wright being laid on the 2d January »er," gare an esute 
1799. The cause was tried before Mr. Justice Heath at Ji'2I\!LSidTw 
the Essex Summer Assizes 1804, and a verdict found for hold, aod oopjhoid, 
the Plaintiff, subject to the opinion of the Court, on the "* ^\}'?^, ^~*^ 

•' ^ * gare " all his lands, 

following case : houses, fye, in man- 

James Camper, being seised and possessed of divers ner following;" to ^. 
freehold, copyhold, and leasehold estates in Essex, Mid- he gaTe"aU his lands', 
dfesex, and Huntingdonshire (of which the premises in freehoW, copjhoid, 

and leasehold in £.,'* 
and proceeded " also I derise all mjr estate freehold and copjhoid in H,** to him ; to B,, another 
grandson, he gave all his ettate, lands, 4%. called or known, 4%. with 500/. ; and to C. his remaining 
fftfvukfin and his heir at law, *' the hoase I aoiw life in, with all the lands. 4t;. belonging to the 
same, and also all mj houses and lands commonly called or known, 4%. and also 500/." - Held that 
A, took on] J an estate for lifo in remainder in the devisor's estate in E, (a) 

(a) Vide Boe d. Child ▼. Wright, 7 East, 259. Bight d. Con^Um r, Comp- 
fair9 Bast, 907. Jles tf. ili^Mrt v, Bmou, 4 M. & S» S06. 

question 
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1805. question are part), by his wUl, bearing date ihe 48th 

day of January 1763, and which was duly executed so 
as to pass his real estates devised in* the following 
words : ** And as touching such worldly and personal 
estates wherewith it has pleased God to bless me in 
this life, I give, devise, and dispose of the same in the 
following manner : Imprimis^ I give and devise unto my 
loving wife Sarah Camper, all my lands, houses, kc free- 
hold, copyhold, and leasehold, whatsoever and whereso- 
ever, and to receive the rents and profits thereof during 
her natural life; and also all my deeds, mortgages, 
bonds, and writings, of what name, denomination, or 
title soever ; and also all my stock, goods, chattels, ef- 
fects, and personal estate whatsoever and wheresoever, 
she paying thereout the legacies hereinafl^er given and 
disposed of; and I do hereby nominate and appoint my 
loving wife Sarah Camper to be sole executrix of this 
my wiU ; and after her natural life, my mind and will 
is and I do hereby order, direct, give, devise, and be- 
queath all my lands, houses, bic. freehold, copyhold, and 
leasehold, in manner following : I give and devise unto 
my grandson Jamet Wright all my lands, freehold, co- 
pyhold, and leasehold, in the county of Essex (except 
herein excepted and reserved the house I now live in), 
with all the lands, yards, out-houses, stables, and all 
other conveniences and appurtenances thereunto be- 
longing and to be thereinafter disposed of; also I give 
and devise unto my grandson James Wright all my 
estate, freehold and copyhold, lying and being in the 
town of ElUngton in Huntingdonshire: and also I give, 
devise, and bequeath unto my grandson John Wright 
all my estate, lands, ^c. known and called by the name 
of the Coal Yard in the parish of St. Giles, London ; also 
I give and devise unto my grandson John Wright the 
sum of 600/. to be paid in six months after my decease; 
and I give and devise unto my grandson Jctmes Camper 
the house I now live in, with all the lands, yards, out- 
houses, and all the appurtenances belonging to the 

same; 
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same; and also my houses and lands, commonly 1805. 

called and known by the name oi. Castle Yard in Holr 
bom, London, and now in the tenure or occupation of 
George Oldmixon esquire ; also I give and devise unto 
my grandson James Camper 500/. to be paid when he 
shall attain the age of 21 years." The said testator, 
James Camper, duly surrendered such part of the pre- 
mises in question as are copyhold to the use of his said 
will, and afterwards departed this life in the said month 
of Jamiary 1763, without having altered or revoked his 
said will, leaving Sarah Camper his widow, and his said 
three grandsons, James Wright, John Wright, and James 
Camper who was also his heir at law. Upon the death 
of the said testator, his widow Sarah Camper entered 
into the possession of the said freehold and copyhold 
lands in the county of Essex, and continued in posses- 
sion of the same, together with the other property de- 
vised to her by the said testator, during her life ; and 
upon- her death, the said James Wright, the testator's 
grandson and devisee in his will named, entered into 
the possession of the said lands in Essex, and continued 
in such possession till his death, which happened in 
Jtdy 1795, leaving James Camper Wright, one of the 
lessors of the Plaintiff, his heir at law ; and thereupon 
the said James Camper Wright, and Sally Wright, the 
other lessor of the Plaintiff, or one of them, entered 
into the possession thereof as the devisees named in 
the will of the said James Wright, and the said lessor 
of the Plaintiff, James Camper Wright, was duly admit- 
ted to the said copyhold. James Camper, the grandson 
and heir at law of the said testator, departed this life in 
the year 1768 intestate as to the said freehold and co- 
pyhold lands in Essex, leaving the Defendant Mary 
Child, his only child and heir at law, and also heir at 
law of the said testator. The said Defendants, Edward 
Child and Mary his wife, brought an ejectment on their 
joint demise against the lessors of the present Plaintiff 
Vol. I.N. S. Z for 



/ 
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1805. for recorety of the lands and premises in South Shoebut^ 

^*'^>/^^ and Paglesham, and obtained judgment thereon in ilfr 

ckcBdmas term 1798, and by virtue thereof entered into 

Child possession not Only of the premises in SaiUh Shoebufy 

and Paglesham, but also of the premises in Great Stam* 
bridge and LMe Wakering, and the said Defendants 
hare or one of theih hath been admitted to the said 
copyhold^ and they are now in possession of all the said 
premises, as well fVeehold as copyhold. 

The question reserved for the opinion of the Court 
was. Whether the lessors of the Plaintiff or either of 
them were entitled to recover the possession of the said 
freehold and copyhold lands 1 

This case was first argued in TrinHy term 1804 by 
WUUams Serjt. for the lessors of the Plaintiff, and Besi 
Serjt. for the Defendant ; and again in Hilary term 1805 
by Shepherd Serjt. for the former, and Len$ Serjt. for 
the latter. 

Argumentsfor the lessors of the PlahUif. — The question 
js. Whether Jatnes Wrigfd took an estate in fee or only 
for Kfo ? There are no words of limitation added to the 
devise, and therefore, according to the rule of law laid 
down in Roe d. Bowes v. Blacket, Cowper, 238. it is only 
an estate for life, ''unless it can be found fVom the 
whole of the will taken together, and applied to the 
subject matter of this devise, that the testator^d inten- 
tion was to give a fee f but if, from the whole will so 
taken together and applied to the subject matter, such 
an intention can be collected, the Court, according to 
the same case, ought to give it effect. No technical 
words are necessary to give a fee. The word " estate** 
carries a fee, because it shews an intention to give the 
whole interest, yet that is not a te<5hnical word ; and it 
will be admitted that the devisee of the Himtingionddte 
estate would take a fee under the will. 'If the testator 
had employed technical expressions to give a fee in his 

Htmting^ 
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ihmiu^doMkkirt eBtAte» il might liat« afibvded ground for 1 805. 

limitiiig the devise of the eetate iti Esiex to an estate ^'^^^ 

for life ; bttt as he has used Words of common parlance v. 

throughout the whole wiU, Aey must be construed ac- Jd^iL 
oMding to the obyious tnetuiing of the expressions. In 
the introductory elause> he speaks of his worldly and 
personal estate^ and then sliys, ** I devise and dispose 
of th^ same in manner following.'' Now the words 
^' the same'* are words of teference, and if it appeared 
to be his intention to dispose of the whole interest, may 
be coupled' with the word "estate*^ which precedes 
theaii in which respect this ease dlfiers materially from 
that of ]^em v. Oaskin, Cmup. 657. where the introduc- 
tory clause Was not connected with the devise by any 
words of reference. Introductory words have been con- 
sidered of weight iti skewing the testator's intention to 
give a fbe in mahy cases> as in Ibbetson v. BeckwHh, Cas. 
iemp* Td2i. 1^^^ akid in F^gmarton d. Brmnpslone v. Ho- 
fyday, 3 Burt. 1618« Lord Man^kM and Wibnot Js. 
thought tiie intioduetory clause very material to Shew 
that the testator's whole worldly estate was in contem- 
plation, and the latter dlought it much the same as if 
it had been repeated iA each clause. In that case, there 
were no woitls of limitation^ but the testator's intention 
being apparent, the Court glive it effect. So ih the case 
cXOrmfson^^Atkhiion, 1 1l^i&.333. in which no words 
of limitation were used, the Gourt, in order to gfve efiect 
to the testator^s intention, connected a general residuary 
clause with the words ** tempcMfttl estate" in the introiduc- 
tory elause, and so gave a fee. tt is not contended 
that introductory words alone will give a fee, but where 
the intention is apparent from the whole will, a parti- 
eulaf devise maybe coupled with the introductoty words 
to give efi^t to the testator^s intention. The case of 
Maunddy v. Maunday, 2 Strd. 1020. Cas, temp, Hardiv. 
142. proceeded upon this principle, and in Smith v. Cof- 
fn, 2 H. BL 444. the words " worldly estate*^ iti the in- 

Z 2 troductory 
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1805. troductory claase were allowed to enlarge the express 

siona in the residuary clause. In these different cases, 
the words by which the introductory clause was con- 
nected with the subsequent part of the will« were *' of 
the same," " thereof," " and of it/' which must be con- 
sidered as synonymous. The intention of this testator 
to give the same estates to aU his grandsons is mani- 
fest; he devises to them aU in nearly the same terms, 
not making use of any technical words ; and in order to 
make up an equality, he gives to his grandson John 
Wright the sum of 600/., and unless James Wr^ht were 
to take a fee, he might never receive any benefit equal 
to 600/. It is admitted that James Wright took a fee in 
Huntingdonshire, and as the word ** estate" is used in the 
devise to John Wright, he must take a fee in the lands 
* devised to him ; the remaining devisee, James Cangjier, 
was the testator's heir at law, and as there is no devise of 
the reversion, he must have intended that his heir at law 
should have a fee, since it would have descended to him 
itidependent of the will ; yet in the devise to his heir at 
law he neither uses the word '* estate*' or any words of li- 
mitation, but devises in much the same terms as he had 
devised to James Wr^ht the lands in question. It must 
be concluded, therefore, that the testator considered 
such a devise as sufficient to carry a fee. The rule laid 
down by Lord Vaughan, in Gardner v. Sheldon, Vaughan, 
262. that an heir shall never be disinherited, except by 
express words or necessary implication, has been over- 
ruled ; the rule, according to WiUes Ch. J. in Mopne v. 
Heaseman, Wilks, 141, is, that the intention of the testa- 
tor ought to appear plainly in the will itself, otherwise 
the heir shall not be disinherited. 

Arguments for the Defendant. — It has not been shewn 
that the will contains any words by which the introduc- 
tory clause is coupled with the subsequent devise. It 
is true that the word '' same " is a word of reference, and 
relates to the introductory clause, but it is not suffi- 

- ciently 
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ciently connected with the devise to make the intro- 1805. 

dnctory words operate upon them. The words '* of the 
same*' have been said to be synonymonswith " thereof/' 
but it was decided in Goodwrighid. Bakers, Stacker, 6 T^ 
Rep. 13. in which the word " thereof" was used, that 
the introductory words were not sufficient to carry a fee. 
As to the supposed intention of the testator, there would 
be no inconsistency in giving a larger portion to his 
grandson by his son than to either of the grandsons by 
his daughters ; there is nothing to shew his intent to 
give equal portions, for as the values of the respective 
lands devised do not appear, it cannot be inferred by 
the bequest of 600/. that he intended thereby to create 
an equality. The case of Frogmorton v. Holyday was not 
decided upon the effect of the introductory words, but 
turned upon the effect of a charge which the Court 
thought sufficient to carry a fee. In Ibbetson v. BeckwUh 
the will contained the word '' estate." So in Maundy, 
Maundy the question was, Whether a devise of ground- 
rents to the testator's younger children and their heirs was 
sufficient to carry the reversion in the land, there being a 
manifest intention to disinherit the heir at law. And in 
Sndih V. Coffin the will contained a residuary devise of 
all the testamentary estate. Lord Chief Justice De Grey 
in Frogmorton v. Wright, says, *' though the probable in- 
tent of the testator was an absolute disposition, yet it 
is not a certain intent, nor is it a legal disposition. 
There is no case where the introduction of the will only 
has been held to give a fee, where the words of the de- 
vise import an estate for life ; and though sometimes 
the devise of an estate may carry a fee simple, yet a de- 
vise of a house will not do it." These words may be 
applied to the present case, which is a devise of lands 
only, without any thing to give an inheritance. In the 
case of Right d. Mitchell v. Sidebotham, 2 Dougl. 759. 
there was the strongest reason to conjecture that the 
testator meant to give a fee of the lands in question, 

Z3 foe 
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1806* for after a general iotfoduetory cUtuae respecting hit 

worldly gocxU and esitate$» the testator daviaed to hb 
wife, her heirs and aaaigns* ^' aJU hia landa in 4-," and 

OHUtt then save and bequeathed to hi9 wife aforesaid aW his 

Mid W^tt^* 

lands^ tenements, and hoases in B., and made her sole 
caieQUtri:s; yet the Co^rt held tliat tb^ wife took only an 
estate for life in the lands in J3. Lord MonsfiM saying 
that the rule of law was established and certain \ that 
express words of liinitation or words tantamount are 
necessary to pass an estate of inh?ritan<^e \ and Butter i. 
that it waa impossible for the Court to make that ooly 
<»ie devise which the testator had made two. 
The opinion of the Court was this day delivered by 

Sir James MANsyiJ&^nChtJ* This case has been 
long depending, not so mucll on account of any doubts 
entertained by my bf others ap by myself; the rest of the 
Court being of opinion that the Pefendant ia entitled to 
judgment; and though I now defer to the opinions of my 
brothers and the Judgea of the Court of Kifi^^Bc9ch{a), 
yet I must declare that if it had fallen to my lot only to 
decide the case« I should have decided it in favour of the 
lessor of the ^Plaintiff. It is not n?ceasaiy that I should 
state the will at laiige, but> as an apology for havix^ so 
long adhered to my opinion againat the great authority 
both of my brothers and of the Judges of the Court of 
Km^^ Bmch, I will refer to those parts of it wbich made 
an impression upon my mind. The will begins with 
these general words : " As touching such worldly and 
personal estate wherewith it has pleased God to bless 
me in this life, I give^ devise, and di^oae of the aanifce 
in manner following ; imprpm, Sfc.^ Now the first cir- 
oumstancewbicbinduced me, perbaps too hastily, to form 
an opinion of which I have never been able to diveat my- 
self was this intioductory plausa* which apcordipg to 

(a) See Doe. d. CkUd r, Wrighi and Oikers, 7 T, R, 64. where the sune 
queitioi), tosiog upon Um saaw win, wm vtg9»i ipd 4e«id9d> 

several 
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several authorities seemed to me to denote an intention 1806. 

in the testator not to die intestate as to any part of his '^'^^ 

property. There may be some question whether thes^ v. 

words are so oonnected with the premises in dispute as ^^U^ 

to have the effect attributed to them in former cases. • 
Arguments of this sort are extremely nice. But it ap^ 
peared to me that the wwds were so placed in the vnl], 
and were so followed by the disposition of the several 
parts, as to render it very improbable that the testator 
meant to die intestate as to any part of his property. It 
is observable that he includes freehold, copyhold, and 
leasehold in the devise in question ; and there can be 
no doubt that the leasehold passed absolutely by the 
general words. It is also observable that he gives an 
express estate for life to his widow ; and it appears that 
be intended to make a general disposition of his Ibilune 
among his three grandsons, two sons of hii^ daughter, 
and one son of his son. This circumstence also made 
an impression upon me, and seemed to shew the general 
intention. It ^ further observable, that in one devise 
t}ie testator uses the word '' estate," where he gives his 
property in the county of Huntingdon to his same grand- 
son John without words of limitation ; and it b admitted 
that the devisee takes an estate in fee in the premises si- 
tuated in Htaiiingdonskire by re^on of the word '' estate.'' 
That word is not used with respect to the preouses in 
Easex, To impute an intenticm to give diiferent estates 
in premises which are disposed of in the same general 
way without words of limitation, is to suppose a v^ 
improbable thing ; and, if the testator meant to give 
only an estate for life in the lands in Easex, he could not 
have intended to give a larger estate in the lands in Hun" 
tingdonsbire ; and vkc versa, if he intended to give a fee 
in HtadingdonsUre, he must have intended to give the 
same in Essex. The argument may be applied both 
ways. Those, who think that he intended to give a fee, 

Z 4 will 
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1 806- win Bay that the word " lands " ought to be enlarged by 

the word " estate ;*' and those^ who think that only an 
estate for life was intended^ wiU say that the word 
** estate " should be restrained by the word " lands." The 
last circumstance which weighed with me was the de- 
mise to the heir at law, which is made in the same ge- 
neral manner without words of limitation. The testator 
must have known that the son of his son was his heir 
at law ; and if he did know it, it appears to me most 
incomprehensible that he should give that grandson an 
estate for life by his will in premises of which he made 
no other disposition. Every man knows that an estate 
undisposed of goes to his heir at law ; the testator must 
therefore have known that he was only giving part of 
that which would descend to the devisee if not given at 
all. It seems to me therefore impossible but that by 
the general words of devise to his heir at law, he must 
have intended to give him a fee ; and if he did mean to 
give a fee to his heir at law, it is difficult to suppose 
that he did not mean to give the same estate to his 
other grandsons, since he makes use of the same words. 
These are the circumstances which, from the first read- 
ing of this case, have made an impression upon my 
mind, which unfortunately differs from that entertained 
by seven learned Judges. « Though I am bound there* 
fore to say that this is still my opinion, yet I entertain 
it with great doubts of its solidity. Many cases have 
been cited, on which it would be wasting time to ob- 
serve. The result of them appears to me to be this, 
that an heir at law is not to be disinherited unless by 
words of limitation, or by expressions which directly 
or by inference beyond all doubt shew an intention to 
give an estate in fee to the devisee ; and if any of the 
authorities come up to the present case, my opinion is 
certainly wrong. Many of them are very strong, es- 
pecially that in the House of Lords of Doe d. Mdlor v. 

Mwre 
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Moore (a). My brother Heaih indeed has famished me 1806. 

with a case which is stronger than any, but to which I 
never could have agreed. It is Spirt v. Bence, Cro. Car, 
368. The testator had three sons Thomas, Fronds, and 
Henry. He first devised the lands to Humas and the 
heird male of his body, remainder to Francis and his 
heirs. Then other lands to Francis and the. heirs male 
of his body, remainder to Henry and his heirs. Then 
other lands to Henry and his heirs. After this he de- 
vised other premises to Henry without words of limita- 
tion ; and again other premises to Henry and his heirs, 
remainder for want of heirs of his body to Francis for 
ever. And because the word " heirs" was not immedi- 
ately connected with every part of the disposition to 
Henry, the Court thought that he took only an estate 
for life in those premises to which no words of limita- 
tion were added. This is certainly a very strong case* 
The others I shall not go through, as my opinion is 
founded upon the particular circumstances of this case 
as distinguishing it firom others. At the same time I 
cannot entertain this opinion without admitting that in 
almost all the cases where questions of this sort have 
arisen, it has been next to impossible, out of a Court of 
Justice, to doubt of the testator*s intention to give tiie 
thing absolutely to the devisee. When a man gives a 
house, he supposes that he gives it in the same manner 
as he gives a personal chattel. On the other hand, it 
may be said that as the common sense of mankind 
proves the intention to give an absolute estate, particu- 
lar circumstances indicating such intention cannot 
prove it more strongly than the general devise ; and 
that nothing therefore ought to be relied upon but ex- 
press words in the will. And this certainly is the safest 
side ; for it cannot be denied that where wills are inter- 
preted on the force of particular circumstances indicat- 
ing particular intentions, decisions so founded ai'e more 
likely to lead to litigation than those which are founded 

upon 

(a) 1 Bos. & PoU. 658. 
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1806. upon adherenee to the general nile, that uoloas there 

be express words of limitation or something which ran* 
ders it necessary to give an estate of inheritance, the 
heir at law shall not be disinherited. Whenever a case 
is deoided on circumstances^ otherai who are to jiidge 
afterwards may leceive a different in^preasion firom the 
same case ; whereas the adherence to a general rule is 
more calculated to avoid uncertainty. I am bound to 
think that the opinion of my brothers is founded on 
more solid grounds than mine. They have adhered to 
the safer side ; and I suppc^e that the parties will be 
satisfied aftor having the opinion of seven ju4g^ upon 
the question. Judgment must be now given for the 
Defendant. 

Per Curiam, Judgment for the Defendant. 
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180& 
Thompsons. Collins, Jii^sd. 

THIS Wt8 W action of 4im$nq^ for work Md labour, K « «aOor exeoate 
brcM^bt by the Plaiiitiff« who ww a sailor op board ***• "ticieipreioribed 
a qertaip ^hip called the Menii»r, of which tb« INfcftd- ^lli'^J^J^^j^ 
aqt was owper« to recorer the amount of his wages. •^ ^ariBg the toj- 
Tbe cause came Q^ to be tried at the Sittings after 2'pCe«d?b^ 
last Micimlnm tera»« before Mr« Justiqe Ckmhr^, wbea whom oannot be •«. 
a verdict was fomwl for the Plaintiff for 14/. lOi,. sub- ^^'^^'^^^oe,^^ 

. ID oooseqaenoe of 

jQct to tb^ opmon of the Court on the foUowiog oasa : .nch piondenge, for- 

On the I9th FOrm^ 1803.. the Plaintiff shipped '~* *^,T": 
bimsw S3 a sailor oa hoard the abip M^4or, at Port oaMbeUnoteTai 
Mivm ia Jmrnk^ for a voy«ge from J«iuiJo« to Lfundo^^ ^^^ ^ tpropor- 
aud aft§rwaids served on board the ship during the voy-r ^i^tJ^b 
age. At the time of bis entry he signod the articles oommoD with the 
presmbed by the statute 37 G», 3 e. 73, Tba Jlfotter «*»•« /f «" «" ~- 

^ * ooiut of niob plaO" 

bad several pipae of Madeira on board* wbi^b wer« denge. 
ebipped at iU^dnr* on the outward-bound voyage, and 
stowed lA the fore part of the ship, and secured in tbf 
usual Qwmer by a strong partition of deal boards to 
prevent the crew from getting to them. Wbm the ship 
set sail flrom Jomaka on her homeward-bound voyage 
the partition was secure. In the course of her passage 
from J{$mt$ka to Lomkm the partition was broken down 
by some of the crew, but by whom the same was done 
could not be ascertained. Six of the casks were plug* 
ged by some of the crew, but it was not proved that 
the plaintiff was concerned in the transaction. Upon 
the landing of tlie casks plugged there was found a de-' 
ficieney in their contents to the amount of 162 gallons. 
The Pefendant. the owner, paid all the other men their 
wages, deducting their pioportaonaUe value of the Ma^ 
doira lost. 

The question for the opinion of the Court was. Whe- 
ther the Plaintiff was entitled to recover ? 

Best 



348 



CASES IN TRINITY TERM 



1806. 

Thompson 

V, 

COLLIHS. 



Best Serjt. for the Defendant was called upon to be- 
gin. The fonn of agreement^ to be entered into be- 
tween the master and mariners upon West India yoy- 
ages is expressly prescribed by 37 Geo. 3. c. 73. 5. 11. 
Whatever conditions, therefore, are to be found in the 
articles contained in the schedule of that act must be 
binding upon the parties. At the conclusion of the 
articles it is agreed « that each seaman and mariner 
who shall well and truly perform the above-mentioned 
voyage (provided always that there be no plunderage, 
embezzlement, or other unlawful acts comnutted on 
the said vessel's cargo or stores) shall be entitled to 
their wages or hire that may become due to him pursu- 
ant to this agreement." The right to wages, therefore, 
is subject to a condition ; and if there be any plunder- 
age or embezzlement, the right to wages is forfeited. 
The terms of the proviso being clear ai^d precise, can- 
not be done away by construction. Many of the marine 
laws appear at first repugnant to justice ; but they are 
founded on policy, and have therefore been supported. 
It appears fit)m MoUoy, book 2. chap. 3. s. 9. that 
if goods are embezzled, the master may deduct the 
amount out of the mariners' wages ; for before the ma- 
riner can claim his wages out of what the ship hath 
earned, the ship must be acquitted from the damage 
that the merchant hath sustained by the negligence or 
fault of the mariners. It is also said in Belhmy v. Rus- 
sell, 2 Show. 167. that there is a custom between the 
master and hired seamen to deduct out of their wages 
what goods are damnified. And Gould J. in Lane v. 
Cotton, 1 Ld. Ray. 660. referred to the same custom, 
and cited arecord of 24 Ed. 3. (a), from MoUoy, book 2. 
chap. 3. s. 16. It may be thought unjust that every 
mariner should be subject to bear his share of the em- 
bezzlement, though he may not have been privy to it 

(a) TheJadgmeDt in Uitt cue wan, that erery niMter of ■ ship is bound 
to inswer for ererj trespsss whstaoeTer done hj his serTsnts in his ah^ 

Yet 



IN THE Forty-fifth Ybar of GEORGE III. 



349 



Yet Buch was the law before 37 Geo.,3., . which only 
cigrries the same principle further, by subjecting the 
mariners to lose their whole wages in case of embezzle- 
ment. 



1805. 

Thompson 

V. 

Collins. 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. Whether the Defend- 
ant in this case be entitled to deduct out of the Plain- 
tiff's wages his proportion of the embezzlement, in the 
same manner as has been done respecting the other 
seamen, might perhaps afford some question ; but no- 
thing has been tendered, and no money paid into court, 
and we have only to. determine whether the Plaintiff be 
entitled to recover. If, however, the right to a deduc- 
tion be considered as a question of importance, and the 
Defendant will pay into court the rest of the Plaintiff's 
wages, together with the costs of this action, I should 
have no objection to let this case stand over to next 
term, in order to consider further the question of de- 
duction ; but in that case the Defendant must pay the 
costs of the argument. As to the act of parliament, 
nothing can be more unreasonable than the construc- 
tion set up for the Defendant ; the words relied upon 
are, " that each seaman and mariner who shall well and 
truly perform the above-mentioned voyage (provided 
always that there be no plunderage, embezzlement, or 
other unlawful acts committed on the said vessel's ca]i^o 
or stores) shall be entitled to their wages or hire that 
may become due to him pursuant to this agreement." 
From these general loose words the Defendant would 
contend, that if any goods to the amount of 6s. be plun- 
dered or embezzled by A., or any unlawful act commit- 
ted by A., B. and every other sailor on board shall lose 
his whole wages. The words, therefore, must be con- 
strued respectively to every sailor who shall plunder, 
embezzle, or commit an unlawful act. There is no 
foundation, therefore, for a forfeiture of the whole wages, 
and I suspect that there is as little for a proportionable 

deduction ; 
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d^UctiOfi ; for notwithstandilig what id swd in Molhy, 
If meh b^ the 1ti16 of law, it ia scatcdy possible but Uiat 
it must hate beisn dften mentioned in our books, and as 
well known as any rule of maritime law, since frequent 
occasions most have arisen for the application of it. 

Heatr J. It is the general marine law of Europe, 
mentioned in the Cimsolata del mer, that if any sailor 
embezde goods, thid amount shall be deducted from his 
wageil, and his baggage seized for it. 

RoditB J. There is a clause in the articles which 
shews that the construction now put upon them by the 
Court is right, for it is *' agreed (in a former part) be- 
tween the masters and oflScers of the said ship, that 
whaterer apparel, furniture, and stores each of them 
may receive into their charge, belonging to the said ahip, 
shall be accounted for on her return ; and in case any 
thing shall be lost or damaged, through their careless- 
ness or insufficiency, it shall be made good, by such 
officer or seaman by whose means it may happen to the 
master and owner of the said ship.'^ This clearly shews 
that each penson i^s to answer for his own defatdt. 

CttAMfiitfi J. Concurring, 

Judgment for the Plaintiff (a). 

Shiphef-dSti^t was to have argu^ on the other Me. 

(«} Th» Defertimt W iwt d<rikt t fortiiw Myaa^BJ apba Ote ptm^oB of 

dedactioD. 
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1805. 



Cooke v, Mijnstone. /h^m. 

/fSSUMPSIT. The first count of the declaration •"»• PWDtiff 
-fci was for not delivering 36 chaldrons of soil or breeme n^^J^J^^t ^ "^" 
according to a special contract between the Defendant deUvenoU or breeze, 
and the Plaintiff; to Which the money Countll were Totlhldli^ro. 

added. oeired, proTed thet 

At th6 trial before Sir James MdnsfiM Ch. J. kt the *^1^^*"^* ""^« 

-^ agreed to deliver 

GuUdhall sittings in this term, it was proved that the gon, he, the Piaantiir, 
Defendant having agreed to supply thi Plaintiff with p^* ^ «•• ^"^ •^- 
36 chaldrons of m/ at seveii shillings per chaldron, the fendaot refiued to 
Plaintiff paid 2L 6s. as earnest ; that the Plldntiff deiiTer the boO. 
afterwards sent his barge and demanded the soil^ offei^«- ^^ reoow diunm 
ing at the same time to pay the remainder of the pui^ for the uon-deiiTery 
chase-money as Booa as the sdil should be put on board, "*" *>>• fi"t foimt, on 

^ ^ aooomit of the rari- 

but th&t the Defendant refused to deliter it on aocoimt uioe; nor the ai, 5«. 
of 4 dispute with the Plaintiff rebpecting the wharf ''p^" *^* ■•*'^' • 

. . becAofe the agree- 

from whence it should be lo^ed. It appeaHng, how mentwasatiiiiB 
ever, that soil and breeze were very different things, it '<*i^- 00 
was objected for the Disfendant, that as the Plaintiff 
had declared upon a contract for the delivery of soil or 
breeze, and had only proved a c<)ntract for the delivery 
of soil, he must be nonsuited ; whereupon the Plaintiff 
insisted that he was entitled to a verdidt for 2L 6e. on 
the count fof money had and received. His Lordship 
thought that as the Plaintiff had proceeded up6n a coa- 
traot which never appeared to have been rescinded by 
any act Or a^eement between the paHieSi biit only broken 
by a refusal of one pfeuiy to perform it» he was not at 
liberty to recover the deposit upon the count for money 
had and received, and accordingly nohsuited the Plain- 
tiff, but gave him liberty to move that the nonsuit 
should b^ set aside, and a verdict entered for him, if 
the Court should be of opinion that he was entitled to it^ 

(a) And tee PUher ▼. Samudt, 1 tump, 190. 

Accord- 
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1805. Accordingly, a rule nisi for that purpose having been 

obtained, 

Be^ Serjt. shewed cause. When the contract origi- 
nally made has been put an end to, the Plaintiff, under 
the count for money had and received, may recover 
back any thing paid by virtue of that contract, as ap- 
pears from Totoers v. Barret, 1 Term Rep. 133.but it also 
appears from that case, as well as from Weston v. Dovmes, 
DougL 23. that if the original contract be still subsist- 
ing the Plaintiff cannot recover for money had and re- 
ceived. Now, in the present case, the original contract 
still subsisted, and the Plaintiff himself considered it 
as subsisting, and made it the ground of his demand. 
The case of Giles v. Edwards, 7 Term "Rep. 181. is dis- 
tinguishable from the present, for there the Defendant 
having undertaken to perform his part of the contract 
within a limited time, which he neglected to do, the 
Plaintiff abandoned the contract altogether, as he had 
a right to do, and brought his action for money had and 
received. But here the original contract still subsisted, 
no act to determine it having been done by either par- 
ty ; and the Plaintiff considered it as subsisting, and 
made it the ground of his demand. 

Shepherd Seijt. cantrct. Notwithstanding the Plaintiff's 
fiulure upon the first count, on* account of the mistake 
in describing the contract, he is entitled to recover 2/. 
5s. upon the count for money had and received. It was 
ruled in Harris v. Oke, Bull. N. P. 139. that where the 
evidence is sufficient to warrant the action on the gene- 
ral count, supposing that no special agreement had 
been laid in the declaration, the Plaintiff may recover 
on the general eount notwithstanding the special count, 
whether he attempt to prove it or not. And the rule 
was recognized in Payne v. Bacomb, DougL 651. Now 
here the Plaintiff had a clear right to recover the 2L 5s. 

unjustly 
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paid, together with such damage as he has sustained 
by the non-delivery of the goods ; but having failed 
to prove the contract, he is still entitled to a verdict for 
21. 58. unjustly retained by the Defendant. Where an 
action is brought upon a policy of insurance, and it 
turns out upon the^proof that the voyage never com- 
menced, the Plaintiff is allowed to resort to the count 
for money had and received to recover the premium. 
In the present case, the Defendant, by refusing to de- 
liver the goods, put an end to the contract of sale. 
But in the cases of Weston v. Downes and Power v. 
Welb, Cowp. 818« the breach complained of was of 
something collateral to the contract of sale, viz. the 
warranty ; and the thing sold remained in the posses- 
sion of the buyer. But in Towers y. Barret, where the 
contract was put an end to by the return of the chaise 
according to the terms of the agreement, the Plaintiff 
was allowed to recover on the general count. And 
where is the difference between the goods being returned 
to the seller, and remaining in the seller's possession on 
account of his refusal to deliver them ? In the case of 
Giles V. Edwards, the Defendant having neglected to 
perform his part of the contract, the Court thought that 
the Plaintiff had a right to abandon it. In Hunt v. Silk, 
5 East, 449. where the agreement was, that the Defend- 
ant should repair a house and execute a lease to the 
Plaintiff in 10 days, in consideration of 10/. to be paid 
on the execution thereof, and that the Plaintiff should 
have immediate possession ; the Plaintiff having paid 
the 10/. immediately, and the Defendant having refused 
to repair within the time, it was held that the Plaintiff 
could not recover the 10/. on a general count. But the 
ground of the decision was, that the parties could not 
be put in statu qua, the Plaintiff having had possession, 
and that he ought therefore to have brought his action on 
the contract. But the present case is like that of a man 
going into a shop and ordering goods to be sent to him, 
VoL.I. N.S. A a for 



1805. 




3$4 



1806. 

Cooke 
monstone. 
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for which he pays : if, in such case, the shopkeeper were 
to refuse to send home the goods, might not the buyer 
recover his money on a general count for money had 
and received ? As to the supposed surprise and want 
of notice, the Defendant may always apply for a bill of 
particulars ; and if he omit to do so, he is liable to every 
thing which can be proved applicable to any count in 
the declaration. 

Cur. ado. mJi. 



On this day the opinion of the Court was pronounced 



by 



Sir James Mansfield Ch. J. This was an action for 
the non-delivery of soil or breeze according to a con- 
tract entered into between the parties, and for which 
money had been paid by way of earnest. There was 
also a count for money had and received. The framers 
of the special count in the declaration unfortunately 
supposed soil and breeze to be the same thing, but the 
fact proving otherwise, the Plaintiif failed in establish- 
ing that count. He then wanted to go into evidence 
on the count for money had and received, in order to 
recover back what had been paid by way of earnest. 
The case appears to me unlike any of those cited. If 
the Plaintiff were allowed to go into the evidence for 
which he contends, the consequences might be serious ; 
he seeks to recover, not upon the contract on which he 
has declared, but upon a different contract, and upon 
a ground which the Defendant could not possibly be 
prepared to meet. In Giles v. Edwards, the Plaintiff 
had no other demand against the Defendant than that 
for the 10/. ]0s. paid to him, which constitutes the dif- 
ference between that case and the present. The case 
of Towers v. Barret has no resemblance to the present : 
the special contract there beiiig at an end, the money 
paid in respect of that contract was to be returned, and 

might 
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might therefore be recovered under the general count. 
Indeed the cases in which it has been decided that a 
Plaintiff may> if he fail on hia special contract, resort 
to a general inMitatus assumpsit, are unlike the 
present in this respect, that in truth the special conr 
tract is put altogether out of the case as not being pro* 
perly complied with. But in this instance it would be 
very strange to allow the Plaintiff to recover on a ge- 
neral wdeUtatus asmtnpsU^ and still leave him his right 
of recovery for non-performance of the special contract. 
It is said, however, that he has a right to insist on the 
special contract and on the general contract at the same 
time, recovering under the one his damages for non- 
performance, and under the other his money paid ; but 
the cases only warrant a permission to the Plaintiff to 
resort to his general count when his special contract 
has 'failed altogether. I apprehend the rule to be this; 
where a party declares on a special contract, seeking to 
recover thereon, but fails in his right so to do altogether, 
he may recover on a general count, if the case be such 
that, supposing there had been no special contract, he 
might still have recovered for money paid or for work 
and labour done. As in the case of a Plaintiff suing a 
Defendant as having built a house for him Recording to 
agreement ; there, if he fail to prove that he has built it 
according to agreement, he may still recover for his work 
and labour done. In Buller's Nisi Prius (a) the rule is 
thus laid down, '' if a man declare upon a special agree- 
" ment, and likewise upon a quantum meruit, and at the 
'' trial prove a special agreement, but different from what 
'' is laid, he cannot recover on either count; not on the 
'^ first, because of the variance, nor on the second, be- 
'' cause there was a special agreement ; br.t if he prove 
'' a special agreement and the work done but not pur- 
^* suant to such agreement, he shall recover upon the 
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1805. " quantum meruit, for otherwise he would not be able to 

'' recover at all." In Payney.Bacomb, I suppose there 
was a special agreement by the Defendant to pay a share 
of the expences of the suit in the Exchequer, but that 
agreement had not been strictly pursued by him» and 
consequently he recovered for the money actually laid 
out by him to the Defendant's use, on evidence of his 
connection with the Defendant in that suit, and the ob- 
ligation of the latter to pay. That case, therefore, pro- 
ceeds on the ground that there was no special agree- 
ment still subsisting and in force between the Plaintiff 
and Defendant, on which the former was entitled to re- 
cover. In this case, if we were to allow the Plaintiff to 
go into the evidence which he offered, it would amount 
to saying that there was no evidence of a subsisting 
special agreement, when in truth there was such evi- 
dence. The consequence of such a rale would be to in- 
troduce the means of practising great surprise upon De- 
fendants. 
Per Curiam^ Rule discharged. 
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(IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS.) 



Peter Isaac Thbllusson Esquire, George Wood- JmuKiiu 
FORD Thellvsson Esquire, CharlesThellusson 
(the Elder) Esquire, Ann Thellusson Widow, 
The Honourable Augustus Phipps and Maria his 
Wife, William Lukin Esquire and Ann his Wife, 
late Ann Thellusson Spinster, and Augusta 
Charlotte Crespigny Widow, v. The Reverend 
Matthew Woodford Clerk, Emperor John 
Alexander Woodford Esquire, Jambs Stanley 
Esquire, William Thellusson, Frederick Thel- 

lusson,EdmundThellusson,Alexand£rThel- 
lusson, Arthur Thellusson, and Thomas Thel- 
lusson, Infants, and his Majesty's Attorney-Ge- 
neral. 



PETER THELLUSSON, Esq., by his will dated Deriie of ml and 
the 2d o( April 1796, after directing his debts to P«««»^ ••t^** to 

■'^ •/. -I trosteos, their heui, 

be paid, and bequeathing certain specific and pecuniary exeoatom, ud ad- 
legacies, gave, devised, and bequeathed to the Respon* «Mi»traton in tnat, 
dents, Matthew Woodford, James Stanley, and Emperor ^t^ la^d!*^' 
Johrt Alexander Woodford, their heirs and assigns, his dn™g ti>« w^^ of 
capital messuage at Plaistow in the county of Kent, and ^' g ^^ ^a'^ 

of hia grandaon, D,, 
the aoB of A,, and of aaoh other mdi at A, then had or might hare, and of saoh iarae at J), might 
haTe, and of loeh issue as any other sons of A . might hare, and of snoh sons as B, and C might 
have, and of snch issue as sncb sons might have as shonld be living at the time of the testator's de- 
cease, or bom in due time afterwards, and daring the lives and life of the SBrmorB or sanriror, to 
receive the rents and profits of the real estate devised and to be pnrohased, and lay ont the same, 
from time to time, as they shoold arise, in land ', and, after the death of the sorvivor of sach persona, 
to divide the whole into three lots, and to oonrey one to the eldest male lineal deseendant of eaeh 
of his three aons in tail male, with remainders to the seoond and third, and erery other male lineal 
descendant, with cross remainders in tail male : remainder to the trustees in fee, npon trust to sell 
and pay the produce to the king, to be applied to the use of the sinking fund, aa should be directed 
by parliament. This i8*a good devise at law, and equity will enforce the trusts* 

Aa3 the 
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the furniture, books, horses, ^c. in trust to permit bi» 
wife to hold and enjoy them during her widowhood, and 
gave her other legacies, all which bequests were to 
be in satis&ction of dower ; be then directed that on 
the death or macriage of his wife, the trustees should 
sell the estate at Plaistaw with the furniture and other 
artioles given to her, and that the money produced by 
the sale should be considered as part of the residue of 
his personal estate ; then, after other devises and lega- 
cies, he gave and devised all his manors, messuages, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments at Broadsworth and 
certain other places in the county of York, and the ad- 
vowson of the church of Marr in that county, and all 
the lands and hereditaments for the purchase whereof 
he had entered into any contracts in writing, with the 
benefit of such contracts, and all other his real states, 
unto and to the use of the said Matthew Woodford fJamei 
Stanley^ and ErHferor John Alexander Wooc^rd^ their 
heirs and assigns for ever, upon the. trusts thereinafter 
mentioned. And as to the rest, residue, and remainder 
of his personal estate, he gave and bequeathed the same 
to the same trustees, their executors, administrators, and 
assigns, upon trust that they should, as soon as con- 
veniently might be after his decease, invest the same in 
the purchase of freehold estates of inheritance in fee 
simple, or of copyhold estates of inheritance in Er^Umd 
(so that the copyhold estates did not exceed one-fourth 
in proportion of the whole of the premises directed to 
be purchased), upon the trusts thereinafter mentioned ; 
and he directed that his trustees, their heirs and assigns, 
should stand seised of the real estates devised to them, 
and of the freehold and copyhold estates directed to be 
purchased, ** upon trust that they, the said Matthew 
Wooc^ord, James Statdey, and Emperor John Alexander 
Woodford, and the survivor and survivors of them, and 
the heirs and assigns of such survivor, do and shall, 
from time to time during the natural lives of my sons 

Peter 



IN THE FOETY-FIFTH YeAR OF GEORGE III. 

Peter haac Tkdbuson, George Woodford TheUusson, and 
Charles TheUusson, and of my grandson John Thellusson, 
son of my said son Peter Isaac Thellusson, and of such 
other sons as my said son Peter Isaac Thellusson now has 
or may ha^e, and of such issue as my said grandson 
John Thellusson may haye« and of such issue as any 
other sons of my said son Peter Isaac Thellusson may 
have, and of such sons as my said sons George Woodford 
Thellusson and Charles TheUusson may have^ and of such 
issue as such sons may have as shall be living at the 
time of my decease, or bom in due time afterwards, 
and during the natural lives and life of the survivors 
and survivor of the several persons aforesaid, collect 
and receive the rents and profits of the, manors or 
lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, and heredita*- 
ments, herein-before by me devised, and so to be pur* 
chased as aforesaid." The testator then directed that 
his trustees should, from time to time, invest the money 
to arise from such rents and profits in such purchases 
as he had therein before directed to be made with his 
personal estate; and that they should from time to time 
collect, receive, lay out, and invest the rents and profits 
of those estates in the same manner ; and he directed 
his trustees from time to time to cut such timber upon 
the estates devised and to be purchased, as should be 
fit to be cut, and to sell the same and invest the mo- 
ney arising by such sales in such purchases as were 
therein before directed to be made with this personal 
estate, and the rents and profits of real estates devised 
and directed to be purchased ; and he empowered the 
trustees to make leases, and generally to act in the 
management of the trust estates as if the same were 
their own. He then directed, that, after the decease of 
the several persons, during whose lives the rents and 
profits of the estates devised and to be purchased were 
directed to accumulate, an equal partition shoidd be 
made by his trustees of the estates, and that the whde 
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thereof should be divided into three lots of equal Talue, 
or as near thereto as possible; and.as to the first allot- 
ment directed as follows : '' I do hereby direct that the 
premises contained in one of such allotments shall be 
conveyed to the eldest male lineal decendant then liv- 
ing (and who shall be entitled to the first choice of 
such allotments) of my said son Peter Isaac Thelhmw 
in tail male, with remainder to the second, third, fourth, 
and all and every other male lineal descendant or de- 
scendants then lifting, who shall be incapable of taking 
as heir in tail male of any of the persons to whom a 
prior estate is hereby directed to be limited, of my said 
son Peter Isaac TheUusson, successively in tail male; 
with remainders in equal moieties to the eldest and 
every other male lineal descendant or descendants then 
living of my said sons , G^ge Woodford Thdiusson and 
Charles Thellusson, as tenants in common, in tail male, 
in the same manner as hereinbefore directed with re- 
spect to the eldest and every other male lineal descend- 
ant or descendants of my said son Peter Isaac Thdiusson, 
with cross remainders between or among such male li- 
neal descendants as aforesaid of my said sons George 
Woodford Thellusson and Charles Thellusson in tail male ; 
or, in case there shall be but one such male tineal de- 
scendant, then to such one in tail male ; with remainder 
to the use of them the said Matthew Woodford, James 
Stanley, and Emperor John Alexander Wooe^ord, their 
heirs and assigns for ever, upon the trusts and to and 
for the intents and purposes hereinafter mentioned, ex- 
pressed and declared of and concerning the same*" 
He then directed the estates included in one other of such 
allotments to be conveyed to the use of the eldest male 
lineal descendant then living (and who was to have the 
second choice of such allotments) of his son George 
Woodford Thellusson in tail male, with similar remainders 
o the second, third, fourth, and every other male li- 
nea. descendant or descendants then living of the said 

George 
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George Woodford TheUusson successively in tail male ; 
and with similar remainders in equal moieties to the eld- 
est and every other male lineal descendant or descend- 
ants then living of the said Peter Isaac TheUusson and 
Charles TheUusson, as tenants in common in tail male, 
with similar cross remainders ; and with the ultimate 
remainder in the same manner, to the use of the trus- 
tees in fee simple, upon the trusts thereinafter men- 
tioned. He then directed the estates included in the 
remaining lot to be conveyed to the use of the eldest 
male lineal descendant then living of his said son 
Charles TheUusson in tail male, with similar remainders 
to the second, third, fourth, and every other male lineal 
descendant or descendants then living of his said son 
Charles TheUusson successively in tail male ; with remain- 
ders in equal moieties to the eldest and every other male 
lineal descendant or descendants then living of the said 
Peter Isaac TheUusson and George Woodford Thelhuson, 
as tenants in common in tail male, with similar cross 
remainders, and with the ultimate remainder in the same ^ 
manner to the use of the trustees in fee simple, upon 
the trusts thereinafter mentioned. And he directed 
that his trustees, their heirs or assigns, should stand 
and be seised of the estates by him devised and so 
to be purchased as aforesaid, upon failure of male lineal 
descendants of his said ^on^PeterlsaacThdlussoni George 
Woo^ord TheUusson and Charles TheUusson as afore- 
said, in trust to sell all the said estates, and to pay the 
money to arise from the said sales unto His Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, kings and queens of Finland, 
to be applied to the use of the sinking fund in such 
manner as should be directed by act of parliament. 
He then empowered the trustees to invest money in the 
stocks or in any government or jeal securities, until 
convenient purchases could be found, or a sufficient 
sum of money be accumulated to make proper pur- 
chases, and declared that the interest, dividend, and 
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annual produce of the said stocks, funds, and securi- 
ties should accumulftte in the same manner and for the 
same purposes as the rents and profits of the lands to 
be purchased as aforesaid were thereinbefore directed 
to accumulate. The testator then ordered that his 
trustees should never permit a larger sum than 500/* 
to remain at any one time, in the hands of any private 
banker ; but that all the monies which they should re- 
receive, exceeding that sum, should, when received, be 
paid into the Bank of Engkmdi and remain there until 
laid out as before directed. He then made certain pro* 
visions for the appointment of new trustees in the room 
of any trustee dying or declining to act. And with re^ 
spect to the advowson of the church of JkTarr, and any 
other advowson belonging to any other estate that 
might thereaftei' be purchased by his trustees, he di* 
rected that his trustees should, as the same should re* 
spectively become void, present a proper person thereto, 
who should, for that purpose be nominated by one of his 
said sons in rotation, the eldest having the first nomi* 
nation, and the like nomination to be made by the 
eldest male lineal descendant of his said three sons 
respectively, in the order and rotation aforesaid, if he 
should be capable by law of making such nomination 
when the church should become vacant, or in due time 
afterwards ^ otherwise the eldest male lineal descendant 
of the next brother was to present to such living ; and 
if, when such livings should become void, of" in due 
time afteiwards, no male lineal descendant of any of 
his said sons should be capable of presenting thereto, 
he directed his trustees for the time being to present to 
them. The testator then directed, that from the time 
when any person should become entitled to any share 
of the estates, they, and all persons claiming under 
them, should from thenceforth use the surname of Tkti- 
huton only ; and in default thereof, he directed that the 
estates should be sold, and that the money arising from 
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the sale of them should be paid to His Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, kings and queens of England, to the 
use of the sinking fund, in such manner as should be 
directed by act of parliament. He then directed that 
in case he should in his lifetime enter into any contracts 
for the purchase of any lands, tenements, or hetedita* 
ments, and should die before the necessary conyeyances 
were executed, all such contmcts should be completed 
and caiTied into execution by his said trustees after his 
death, and that the purchase-monies for them should be 
paid by them out of his personal estate, and that the 
deeds and conveyances should be made to them, their 
h^irs, and assigns ; and that they should stand and be 
Beised and possessed of all and singular th^ premises to 
be conyeyed to them, upon, under, and subject to such 
and the same uses, trusts, limitations, provisoes, and 
conditions as wfere by his will declared of the estates 
tJiereby directed to be purchased with the aforesaid re* 
sidue of his estate and effects in manner thereinbefore 
mentioned. And he appointed his three trustees and 
his wife executors and executrix of his will. 

The said Peter TheUiman departed this life on the 
2l8t day otJufy, without altering or revoking his said 
will. At the time of his decease, his wife and his said 
three sons by her were living. The said Peter Isaac 
TAellusson was his eldest son and heir at law, and was 
then of the age of 36 years ; the said George Woodford 
Tkellusson was his second son, and was then of the age 
of 33 years ; the said Charles Tkellusson was his third 
son, and was then of the age of 28 years. His said 
three daughters were living. Maria, the eldest of 
them, was married to the said Augustus Phipps ; Ann 
(now the wife of the said WUHam Lukin) and Augusta 
Charlotte (afterwaitls the wife, and now the widow of 
the said Thonuu Chanqdon Crespigny) were both then 
unmarried. The said Peter Isaac Thellusson, at his 
father's decease, had issue John Th^lhsson, then of th^ 
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age of 1 1 years ; George Thellusson, then of the age of 
six years ; Hemy TkeUusson^ then of the age of five 
years; Francis Thettusson, then of lihe age of seven 
years ; and Caroline TheUuston, lihen of the age of four 
years. The said George Woodford Thelbuson, at his 
father's decease^ had issue two daughters, Mary Ann 
Thellusson, then of the age of seyen years ; and Georgiana 
TheUusion, then of the age of two years. The said 
Charles Thellusson the elder, at his father's decease, had 
issue one child Charles ThellussoHf then of the age of 
five months. At the time of the decease of the said 
Peter Thellusson, the wife of the said Peter Isaac 7^6ett»- 
son, was with child, and was soon after delivered of 
twin-bom sons called William and Frederick* Hie said 
James Stanley renounced the executorship, and declined 
acting in the said trusts of the will of the said Peter 
Thellusson, and executed an instrument disclaiming the 
same. The property of the said Peter Thellusson, which 
he made subject to the accumulating trusts of his wiU, 
consisted of real estates in Er^hmdot the annual value 
of 4600/., and of some real estates in the West Indies, 
and of personal property estimated at above.fiOO,000/. 
Some time after the decease of the said Peter lidbtsson, 
two suits were instituted in the Court of Chancery re* 
specting his will ; one of them was upon a bill filed by 
his widow and children against the acting trustees and 
executors of his will, and against the two sons of the 
said Peter Isaac Thellusson bom after the testator's de- 
cease, and also against the Attorney-General praying 
to have the trusts of the will declared void, and the 
real estate conveyed to the said Peter Isaac TheUusson 
as heir at law of the testator, and the personal estate 
divided among the Plaintiffs, according to the statute 
of distribution ; the other of the suits was instituted 
upon a bill filed by the acting trastees and executors of 
the will of the said Peter TheUusson against all the other 
persons who were parties to the first suit, praying to 

have 
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bave the trusts of the will established and carried into 
execution^ and the necessary directions given for that 
purpose. Both the original and cross cause came on be* 
fore Lord Loughborough assisted by Sir R. Pepper Arden 
Master of the Rolls, Mr. Justice B%dler, and Mr. Justice 
Laurence in LincoMs Inn Hall, on the 5th of December 
1798, and were heard by his Lordship on that day and 
several subsequent days. On the 19th of February 
1802, his Lordship pronounced his decree in both 
causes, and thereby dismissed the bill in the original 
cause, so far as it prayed that the limitations and dis- 
positions contained in the will of the said Peter TheUus- 
son of and concerning his said real estates, and the 
general residue of his personal estate, and the rents, 
issues, and profits of such estates, and concerning the 
estates directed to be purchased, and the rents and 
profits thereof, and the trusts thereof, might be declared 
▼oid : and his Lordship in the cross cause declared that 
the will ought to be established and the trusts of it per- 
formed and carried into execution, and declared the 
devises and limitations of the estates contained in the 
virill to be good and valid in law, and decreed and gave 
directions accordingly. The said Peter Isaac TheUusson, 
after the said decree, had three sons bom, viz. Edmund 
Thdbtsson, Alexander Thdlusson, and Arthur Thelhsson ; 
and the said Charles TheOmson (the elder) also had one 
son bom, viz. Thomas Thdbisson, all of whom were made 
parties to the said suit and proceedings ; and the said 
Ann, one of the testator's three daughters, after the 
said decree, intermarried with the said William Lukm> 
who was likewise made a party to the said suit and 
proceedings. 

The appellants apprehended they were aggrieved by 
the said decree, because it dismissed the bill in the ori- 
ginal cause, so far as it prayed that the limitations and 
dispositions contained in the vrill of the said Peter Thel- 
hisson, concerning his real estates, and the general resi- 
due 



365 



1805. 



Thellcsson 
and Otben 

v. 
Woodford 
and Otlien . 



366 



CASES IN TRINITY TERM 



1805. 

Thellusson 
ud Others 

Woodford 
and Others. 



due of bis personal estate, and the estates to be pur^ 
chased under the trusts of his will, and the rents, is- 
sues, and pro&ta thereof, might be declared void i and 
because in the cross cause his Lordship directed that 
the trusts of the will ought to be performed, and de- 
clared the devises and limitations of the estates con- 
tained in the will to be good and valid in law ; and so 
far they appealed from it, for the following Reasohs : 

That the trust, attempted to be created by Mr. Thd- 
husan'f^ will, being of the class of executory trusts cre- 
ated by will, must depend for its validity on its being 
instituted for those purposes, and limited within those 
boundaries, which the law 'prescribes for trusts of that 
description; but it was neither instituted for those 
purposes, nor limited within those boundaries. 

1st. It was not instituted for the purposes which the 
law prescribes for those trusts. The mature of it was 
to create an equitable estate of inheritance, commencing 
at a future time» without limiting an intermediate equi- 
table estate commensurate with the interval. By the 
old law, limitations of this kind were illegal. For the 
purpose of enabling parties to provide for those reason- 
able occasions of families, which could not be provided, 
for except by allowing futnre estates of freehold to be 
limited without a limitation of such a previous ipter- 
mediate estate, they were first admitted into wills ; and 
afterwards when uses were introduced, the uses raised 
by them were admitted among those which on account 
of the fairness and utility of their object, courts of 
equity thought binding on the consciences of trustees, 
and the performance of which they would on that 
ground compel by a sutposnd. Thus the circnmatance 
of their being created for the meritorious purpose of 
providing for the reasonable occasions of families, was 
the ground on which the uses raised by these limita- 
tions were admitted among those which Courts of 
Equity would execute ; and of course, if they were not 
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created for a purpose of that nature, the ground for the 
interference of Courts of Equity does not arise. In the 
present case there was no such ground : Mr. Thettu$san's 
will is morally vicious, as it was a contrivance of a parent 
to exclude every one of his issue from the enjoyment 
even of the produce of his property during almost a 
century ; and it is politically injurious, as during the 
whofe of that period it makes an immense property un- 
productive, both to individuals and the community at 
large ; and by the time when the accumulation should 
end, it would have created a fund, the revenue of which 
would be greater than the civil list, and would therefore 
give its possessor the means of disturbing the whole 
isconomy of the country. The probable amount of the 
accumulated fund, in the events which have happened, 
was stated in the Appellant's bill, and admitted in the 
answer, to be 19,000,000/. ; and in case any of the per- 
sons answering the description of heu' male, when the 
period of suspence ends, should be a minor, and his 
minority should continue 10 years, it would increase the 
amount of that third to the sum of 10,802,373. ; so that 
if the whole property should center in one person, and 
that person should have a minority of 10 years, after 
the end of the period of suspence, (a circumstance by 
no means improbable, particularly as Mr. George Wcodr 
ford Thellusson has been long married and has no son,) the 
whole accumulated fund would amount to 32,407,120/. 

2d. The trust was not confined within that boundary 
which the law prescribes for trusts of that description, 
(even though it be admitted that all the lives, during 
which the accumulation was to be carried on, were in 
existence at the time of Mr. ThelbusorCs decease,) as 
one circumstance, which materially affects the peiiod 
of suspence, and which enters into every case in which 
the suspence of property has been held legal, does not 
enter into the present case. 

In examining the cases decided on limitations of this 
kind, it will appear that in every one of them all the 
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lives, doling which the period of suspence was directed 
to be carried on, were evidently the lives of persons 
immediately connected with or immediately leading 
to the person in whom, under the trust first limited 
to take effect at the end of the suspence, the property 
was to vest. Thus (to instance the two cases in which 
the accumulation was supposed to have been furthest 
carried on) in that on Lady Denison's will (a). Miss Midgley, 
during whose life the property might be in suspence, 
was the mother of the second son to whom the property 
was devised ; and in Long v. BlackaU (6), the testator^s 
posthumous son was immediate ancestor to the heir in 
whom the property was directed to vest ; but in the pre- 
sent case, not one of the first lives has an inunediate 
connection with, or immediately leads to the person 
benefited. In the sense we are speaking of, the life 
of any stranger was equally connected with and would 
equally lead to 'Hhe respective male descendant of the 
testator's son," as the lives assigned by him for the pe- 
riod of suspense. A material difference thei'efore in a 
pointy considerably influencing the purpose and boun- 
dary of the suspence, exists between the present and 
all the decided cases. 

3d. The use made by Mr. TkeUusson of the rule, al- 
lowing a suspence of the absolute ownership of property 
to be carried on for any number of lives in being, is a 
fraud on the i-ule. 

It is a maxim of law, which admits of no exception, 
that nothing shall be effected by indirect means, which 
cannot be done in a direct manner. Now a possible 
suspence of property for 26 years was held to be void in 
Sir John Lade^s case (c) ; and in the late case of Proctor 
V. The Bishop of Bath and Wdb (d), the Court of Common 
Pleas unanimously decided against the legality of a 
possible suspence of property for 24 years. Where 

(a) In th« Regiiter Book, noder the title Harruon r.Harrwm, 21 /ad^ 1726. 
(6) 7 r<nii Btp, 100. (c) LadM r. Holford, AwM. 470. S A«t. 1416. 
{d) 2 H. Bl. 858. 
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property is suspended through the medium of lives, if 
the lives be those of persons connected with the ulti- 
mate owner> the persons, whose lives form the period 
of suspence, will generally be the parents of the parties 
ultimately benefited, and will not therefore be more than 
one or two lives at the utmost. Now the probable dur- 
ation of one or two such lives fall short of 21 yeai*s ; 
but if an unlimited number of lives be taken, they will 
reach a century. It is observable, that Ihe probable 
duration of the lives assumed by Mr. TkeUusson reaches 
70 yeais. Thus, therefore, if the rule be taken to ex- 
tend to any number of lives, it will follow, that though, 
where a number of years directly constitute the term of 
suspence, property cannot be suspended from vesting 
absolutely during 25 years, according to the determina- 
tion in Sir John Lad^s case, or during 24 years, accord- 
ing to the ca0e of Proctor V. TheBUhop of BathS^Wells, 
yet by assigning for the period of suspence a number of 
lives, whose average duration is equal to a given num- 
ber of years, and thus indirectly making years, not lives, 
to constitute the period of suspence, property may be 
suspended for a whole century ; and the present vnVL be 
cited on future occasions, as a case in point for extend- 
ing the period of suspence to 70 years. Thus Mr. Thd- 
hu8on*H will is a fraud on the nile. When, in the Duke 
of NoffoOt^B case (a). Lord Nottingham pronounced for 
the legality of an executory limitation, which kept the 
absolute ownership of a term of years in suspence for 
one whole life, and thereby extended the period allowed 
for the suspence of a term beyond what had been set- 
tled for it in the preceding case of Child v. Barley (6), 
the possibility of the abuse of that extension of exe- 
cutory limitation was strongly pressed upon him ; and 
he answered it in these remarkable words, *' It has been 
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(a) 3 Clum. Co, 1. ChoMc R$p. 229. ' 2 Frttaum, 72, SO. PoUex, 104. 
and Lord Noilmgham*i MS. Rtp, in Mr. Hargrae€*t poiaessioD. 
<6) CfoJue. 450. 1 Roi. Ah. 612. Pidmtr 48, 983. 
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urged at the bar. Where will you stop, if you do not stop 
at ChUd and Bayley*^ case ? I answer, I will stop every 
where when any inconvenience appears ; no where be- 
fore. It is not yet resolved, what are the utmost bounds 
of limiting a contingent fee upon a fee ; and it is not 
necessary to declare, what are the utmost bounds to a 
springing trust of a term : whenever the boundd of rea- 
son or convenience are exceeded, tlie law will quickly 
be known." The use made by Mr. Thellusson of the rule 
is, both in a private and public view unreasonable and 
inconvenient: and is still more objectionable, as by car- 
rying on directly an accumulation for 70 years, which 
directly could not be carried on for one-third x>f such a 
number of years, it is a fraud on the rule itself. Thus, 
therefore, the time pointed out by Lord Nattinghean is 
come ; and it is necessary that it should be known, that 
the rule is to. be understood with this limitation, that 
whenever, from the number or quality of the lives chosen 
it is evident that accumulation, and not a family pur- 
pose, is the object of the trust, the bounds of the reason 
and convenience of the rule are exceeded, and a fraud 
has been practised on the rule. It is objected to this 
conclusion, that any enquiry into the reasonableness, 
convenience, or fairness of the use made of the rule 
must lead to uncertainty, and to an exercise of discre- 
tion which the Bench has always disclaimed ; but this 
does not follow. As much uncertainty and as great an 
exercise of discretion attends all decisions upon uncon- 
scionable contracts, as will attend decisions on the rea- 
sonableness, convenience, and fairness of the use made 
of the rule in question. A contract may be objection- 
able for its unreasonableness and unfairness, without 
being objectionable on the ground of either to such a 
degree as will induce a Court of Equity to rescind it : 
but still there is a degree in which Equity will interfere. 
" To set aside a conveyance, there must/* Lord Thurlow 

quality 
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said in the case of Gu^itne t. Heaton {a), " be an ine- 
quality so strong, gross, and complete/ that it must be 
impossible to state it to a man of common sense without 
producing aa exclamation of the inequality of it.*' So 
in respect to the rule in question, it may be much abused, 
without a Court's being justified in taking notice of the 
abuse ; but when the abuse is so strong, gross, and 
complete, that every man of common sense, to whom it 
18 stated, must exclaim against it, the case supposed 
by Lord NiOtingham is come, and Equity will interfere 
to set it aside. That die rule has been strongly, grossly, 
and completely abused in the present case, appears not 
to be doubted. 

4th. The trust is not limited within those boundaries 
which the law requires for trusts of this description, 
because the will attempts to protract the accumulation 
during the lives of persons unborn at the time of the 
testator's decease, the testator having selected for that 
purpose the lives of such persons as might not be born 
till within due time after his decase ; and the persons 
thus described cannot be considered as persons actually 
bom in his lifetime. 

It is true that for some purposes, as at the common 
law to take by descent, and by 10 if llWi/Ham 3. c. 16. 
to take by way of remainder, a child, who is in ventre sa 
mere when the estate designed for him would devolve 
upon him if he were bom, becomes entitled to it after 
he is born, and may then enter upon it and divest it 
from the first taker. But his title to enter upon the 
estate after his birth is not a consequence of his sup- 
posed existence during the time he was in ventre $a mere, 
but because by his taking by descent, the law, at the 
instant of his birth, invests him, though a posthumous 
child, with the character of heir, and consequently with 
all the rights of heirship ; and because, when he claims 
by way of remainder, it is expressly provided by 10 ^ 

(a) 1 ^jroiMi Clbnic. Rep. 1. 
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11 Wil. 3. c. 16. that the remainder shall vest in him 
upon his birth. If the law considered him to exist 
before his birth, the freehold, daring the time of his 
being in venire sa fnere, would be vested in him in the 
eye of the law, and for the purposes of law ; but that 
clearly is not the case ; for while he is in ventre $a mere 
the law vests the freehold in the immediate taker, as 
heir, with every right and burthen of heirship, so that 
after the birth of the nearer heir he even retains the 
profits of the estates against him. That class of lives, 
therefore, which is now the subject of observation, 
neither had nor could have an existence, either in fact 
or in law, in the lifetime of Mr. TheUusion. It follows, 
that by the admission of them into the term of suspence, 
the boundary, prescribed by law for the suspence of real 
property, has been exceeded. No cases, the subject of 
which is real property, can be mentioned in which a 
child in ventre sa mere has been held to be in existence 
for any purpose, except to limit the estate of the first 
devisee, or for the actual benefit of the child himself, 
being the substituted devisee. In Bennett v. Hone^ 
wood{a), Lord Bathurst declared that the Court had never 
construed a child in venire sa mere to' be actually bom 
at the time of the death of the testator, except in the 
case of a devise to the children. Cases upon trusts of 
personal estates are not applicable to cases of the pre- 
sent description arising on devises of real estates ; for 
those rules of law, respecting real estates, which require 
that an estate of freehold should be actually vested in 
some person, and therefore deny a legal existence to a 
child in ventre sa mere, even for his own benefit, are in 
no wise applicable to trusts of personal estate. The 
case of Lang v. BlackaU is the only case where the law- 
fulness of making a child in ventre sa mere a life, for the 
purpose of suspence, appears to have been admitted ; 
but that was a case of personal estate. Now as there 

(«) AmbL TOfiU 
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is no law which denies a legal existence to a child in 
ventre m mere/ where personal estate is concerned, it 
seems (especially where^ as in Long t. BlackaU, it gives 
effect to a provision made by a parent for a child) that 
there is a strong ground to contend^ that a child in ventre 
sa mere shall, in the eye of the law be supposed to exist 
•for his own benefit, and that" there should be a strong 
disposition in lihe Courts to favour such an argument ; 
but in the present case, from the impossibility of sup- 
posing the freehold to be in the child while in ventre sa 
mere, the argument is wholly inadmissible. Admitting, 
' however, that the lives in question were, for some pur- 
poses* of law, in existence in the lifetime of Mr. TheUus- 
son, they certainly were not in existence for the use he 
made of them. In the cases where the nine months 
have been mentioned, as a period allowed for protract- 
ing the suspence of property, it is generally added that 
the nine months were allowed for the sake of the post- 
humous child intended to be benefited by the protrac- 
tion ; but a single instance cannot be produced, where 
the nine months have been added for any other purpose ; 
and perhaps an instance cannot be brought, where the 
Courts have had occasion to mention the nine months 
without adding at the same time, that they were allow- 
ed merely for the benefit of the posthumous child. 
Then how does the argument stand ? A posthumous 
child is in fact unborn at the testator^s decease; the 
law allows that, when after his birth he answers the 
character of heir taking by descent, and also in some 
cases especially provided for by act of parliament, his 
being tVi ventre sa mere shall not deprive him of an estate, 
to which, if actually born at the time of its devolution, 
he would have been entitied. To argue from this that 
for all purposes, and particularly for purposes which, 
as in the present case, operate to their prejudice, post- 
humous children shall, in the supposition of law, be 
thought in existence, is unjustifiable. 

B b 3 5th 
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5th. In other respects, the suspence evidently ex- 
tends beyond the lives of persons in being at the testa- 
tor's decease. 

The classes of lives ore described by the testator in 
the following words : 1st. '* During the natural lives of 
my sons Peter Isaac Thdhason, George Woodford Tkdr 
/iMsoji^and Charles TheUusson. 2d. And of my grandson 
John Thelhisson, son of my said son Peier Isaac Thelk^ 
son. 3d. And of such other sons as my said son Peter 
Isaac Thellusson now has or may have. 4th. And of 
such issue as my grandson John Thellusson, son of my 
said son Peier Isaac Thdlusson may have. 5th. And of 
such issue as any other sons of my said son Peter Isaac 
Thdlusson may have. 6th. And of such sons as my 
said sons George Woodford Thellusson and Charles Thd- 
lusson may have. 7th. And of such issue as such 
sons may have, as shall be living at the time of my 
decease, or bom in due time afterwards.'' 

The question is. Whether all the lives mentioned in 
this part of the will must necessarily have been in ex- 
istence in the lifetime of the testator, or whether some 
of them might come into existence after his decease 1 
On the last supposition the devise is evidently too re- 
mote. Now unless the words in the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6fli; 
and 7th members of the sentence are restrained by the 
qualiiying words, '' as shall be living at the time of my 
decease, or bom in due time afterwards,'* which are in* 
troduced at the end of the last member of the sentence, 
they manifestly extend to persons who might be bom 
after Mr. Ihdlussoifs decease. But the quaUfyiag 
words cannot, upon any principle either of grammatical 
or legal construction, apply to them. In common sense, 
by every rule' of grammar, and according to every prin* 
ciple and precedent of legal constraction, words of re- 
lation are always exclusively refen^ to the next im- 
mediate antecedent, unless such exclusive reference 
embarrasses the sentence. But in the present case, 

the 
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the sentence will not only not be embarrassed by con- 
fining the reference in the last member of the sentence 
to the next immediate antecedent in that sentence^ but 
the sentence will be embarrassed in an extreme degree, 
by extending the reference to any prior member of it. 
It will not be embarrassed by confining the reference 
to the last antecedent in the last member of the sen- 
tence, for every member of the sentence will then be 
complete in itself; every member will have its word of 
relation, and an antecedent word to which it explicitly 
refers ; but it will be embarrassed in an extreme degree 
by extendii^ the reference to the prior members of the 
sentence. The restrictive words cannot be applied to 
the first or second members of the sentence, without 
making them absolute nonsense ; this alone leads to 
the conclusion, that they were not to be refen-ed to the 
other members of the sentence, especially as without 
them, and standing by itself, each of those members is 
perfect. ' If the restrictive words are referred to the 
third and fourth members of the sentence, one half of 
them must be omitted, or the reference will make them 
perfect nonsense ; for the words *^ bom in due time af- 
terwards" can never be referred to the words " now 
has ;" as it is impossible that a testator, speaking of 
sons living, when his will is made, can describe them 
as sons bom in due time after his decease. The fifth 
member of the sentence is complete without the restric- 
tive words : they do not, however, make nonsense of 
it ; but then they leave it altogether open, to the full 
force of the objection ; as by every rule of constmction 
the restrictive words, if they are applied to that mem- 
ber of the sentence, must be referred to the "sons" 
mentioned in it, and not to the " issue of the sons." It 
is impossible to suppose that a testator of the age of 
64, at the time he made His wiU, should have it in his 
contemplation to provide for the event of there being 
in existence, at the time of his decease, a son of an un- 
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bom grandson of his body ; yet to that supposition the 
reference of the restiictive words, to the word *' issue" 
in the fifth member of the sentence, necessarily leads. 
Now if they are referred to the word "sons," the word 
" issue" is left unqualified ; and then among the lives, 
during which the period of suspence is to be carried on, 
must be reckoned' all the issue of the sons, whenever 
such issue is bom. It is apprehended, that this is the 
only admissible constmction, and that the legal boun- 
dary of suspence is therefore exceeded. 

6th. Finally, the testator exceeded the bounds pre- 
scribed by law for the suspence of property, in the 
clause by which he directed the property to be invested 
in the funds till purchases could be found. 

The proper and only legal mode of declaring the 
trusts of those investments, for the purpose probably 
in the contemplation of the testator, was directing the 
dividends and annual produce of them to be applied to 
the persons and in the manner in which, if lands were 
actually purchased and settled, conformable to the 
tmsts, the rents of them would be applicable. This 
the testator did not, but on the contrary, expressly 
directed the accumulation to be carried on till the pur- 
chases were actually made ; so that the beneficial own- 
ership of the property would be suspended, not only till 
all the lives, during which it was directed to be accu- 
mulated, should expire, but during such further period 
of time as might elapse between the decease of the last 
surviving life and the completion of the last purchase. 
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The Respondents, Matthew Woodford^ James Stanley^ 
and Emperor John Alexander Woo^ord, prayed that the 
decree might be affirmed, for the following Reasons : 
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The validity of the dispoBition made by the late Mr. 
Thellusson of that part of his real and personal estate, 
which was the subject of the appeal, depends solely on 
the question, whether the period, during which he di- 
rected the enjoyment of. the property to be suspended, 
and the accumulation of the rents and profits of it to be 
carried on and continued, exceeds the bounds allowed 
and established by the laws of England for the suspen- 
sion of the beneficial dominion of property and the com- 
plete and absolute power of disposing thereof. As the 
law stood at the time of Mr. Thellusson^B decease, it was 
perfectly settled that the absolute vesting of property 
might be postponed, and the accumulation of it conti- 
nued during the lives of persons in being, and the life 
of the survivor of them, and for 21 years after the sur- 
vivor^s decease, and a further number of months equal 
to the duration of pregnancy. Now the term of sus- 
pence and accumulation directed by Mr. Thellusson is 
confined to the lives of the persons in being at the time 
of his decease, or bom in due time afterwards, t. e. in 
ventre sa mere at his decease, and the life of the longest 
liver of them ; and thus, being confined to lives in ex- 
istence at the death of the testator, or to come into ex- 
istence within the period of gestation immediately after 
his death, without any reference to any further number 
of years, it not only does not exceed, but it falls short 
of that boundary to which, according to established 
rules, it might have been lawfully protracted. 

And the Respondents, Edmund Thellusson, Alexander 
Thellusson, Arthur Thellusson, and ITiomas Thellusson, 
being infants, submitted their rights and interests 
under the said will, so far as they were or might be af- 
fected by the said appeal, to the consideration of their 
Lordships ; and in case their Lordships should be of 
opinion that the limitations in the said will might be 
modified and altered in such manner as to give effect 
to the general intent of the testator, the said Respond- 
ents 
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ents humbly submitted that they might eventually be 
entitled to the whole of or to a share in the said testa- 
tor's devised estates. 

A. PiGOTT, for the Devisees in Trust. 

R. Rt€HARD6. 

C. Thomson. 

The Respondents, William Thelhmm atid FMerick 
TheUmson, being infants, submitted their rights and 
interests under the said will, so far as they were or 
might be affected by the said appeal, to the considera- 
tion of their Lordships ; and in case their Lordships 
should be of opinion that the limitations in the said wiil 
might be modified and altered in such a manner as to 
give effect to the general isltent of the testator, the said 
Respondents humbly submitted that they might event- 
ually be entitled to the whole of or to a share in the 
said testator's devised, estates. 

• T. M. Sutton* 
S. C. Cox. 



The Respondent, His Majesty's Attomey-Genoal, 
trusted that the said decree might be a£Bnned, for the 
following, among other. Reasons : 

1. The only question is. Whether the testator has 
transgressed any of those rules of law or equity which 
were sanctioned and established by decisions of Courts 
of Justice at the time when he made his will ? That an 
executory devise is good, which is to take effect in pos- 
session after the determination of anyoiumber of lives 
of persons actually borp, and after the death of a child 
m ventre sa mere (allowing for the period of gestation of 
such child), is a rule which cannot now be shaken, 
without shaking the foundation of the law. In the 
present case, on the determination of only nine lives, 
there will be a vested estate in possession, and the 
vesting therefore of the property in question is not 
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postponed for a longer period than the law allows. 
There is nothing in this case which in technical lan«- 
guage tends to a perpetuity. An estate may be limited 
to one for life, remainder to another for life, remainder 
to a third, and so on to twenty persons for life ; nay a 
settlement has, by the directions of a Court of Equity, 
been made, limiting an estate to fifty persons in being 
for their successive lives, and no inconvenience has ever 
been apprehended from such limitations. The rule has 
been laid down in plain and intelligible terms, with 
reference to the very circumstance of the number of 
lives, that it does not signify how great the number of 
lives is« for it is but for the life of the survivor, and 
therefore but for the life of one person. A man may 
appoint 100 or 1000 trustees, and the survivor shall 
appoint a life estate that would be within the line of a 
perpetuity. The Judges have never been aware of the 
difference between one life and twenty lives. Every 
executory devise is good that does not tend to make an 
estate unalienable beyond the period allowed by law as 
to legal estates, which cannot be rendered unalienable 
beyond the time at which the remainderman, who was 
not in existence at the time of the limitation of the es-* 
tate, would arrive at the age of twenty-one. The Court 
has no criterion to judge of the inconvenience arising 
from restraining the alienation of property by executory 
devise, except by analogy to the restraint which the 
common law allows to be put on the alienation of real 
property {a). 

2. The notion that an executory devise is good or bad, 
according to the number of lives after which it is to 
take effect, never occurred to any Judge or Lawyer un- 
til the present case ; nor can such a notion be supported, 
unless it shall be determined that a Judge is to decide 
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upon the particular circumstances of each particular 
case, and that he is not to look for a general rule, but 
for particular instances in which the general rule has 
been acted upon. In the Duke of iforfoKs case. Lord 
Nottw^ham, so far from deciding upon the principle that 
executory devises must depend upon the rule of couTe- 
nience or inconvenience, has positively declared that 
he intended to confine executory devises and trusts with- 
in the limits of estates tail, and without any exception 
he gave the same limitation to executory devises and 
trusts ; the extent of the property, the cruelty or kind- 
ness of the disposition, cannot be permitted to operate 
upon the decision of a Court of Justice. The intention 
of the testator in this case is clear and certain; it is 
consistent with the rule of law ; that, intention cannot 
be controuled by ideas of its fitness or unfitness, of its 
policy or impolicy ; the intention of the testator is con- 
sistent with the settled rules of law at the time when 
his will was made, and therefore the will must be estab- 
lished. 

3. The objection that the doctrine of executory de- 
vises is not applicable to a trust of accumulation is to- 
tally unfounded ; the attention of a Court of Equity 
has been frequentiy directed to a trust of accumulation. 
There are many cases in which accumulation has been 
directed by the court because the testator has expressly 
directed it (a) ; others in which it has been directed, be- 
cause the will contained indications of such an inten- 
tion (6) ; and others in which the attention of the Court 
has been so particularly called to the legality of the 
accumulation directed, as to fix the period beyond which 
such accumulation was not to extend ; the objection 
has never been before made, even in argument, except 
m the case of Lady Denntson's will, when it was raised 

(a) HcpkmM r. Hcpkiiu, Cm. Ump, Talbai,A4. 

(b) Gibmm r. Ld. Mmifitrd, 1 rt\ 485. 
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in ailment but without success (a) ; it has always been 
considered in the power of a testator to direct an accu- ^ 
mulation of the rents and profits of his estates for the 
same period of time during which the law allows a tes- 
tator to render his estate unalienable. If that is not 
the period during which the trust of accumulation is 
to continue, what other period is to be substituted ? 
May the accumulation be permitted for one life, or for 
three livesy or for twenty ? Different Judges may en- 
tertain very different opinions upon the subject ; one 
good life may be more than equal to fifty bad lives. 
The rule, therefore, which can neither be extended nor 
contracted, is laid down by the law, and is, that accu- 
mulation may go on during that period of time during 
which the law permits the estate to remain unalienable • 
the law does not segard the quantity of property accu- 
mulated, but anxiously proyides that, when accumu- 
lated, it shall not remain unalienable beyond a period 
clearly marked out and defined. 

4. With respect to the objection, that a child m ven-^ 
ire sa mere is not a life in being for the purpose of sus- 
pending the absolute vesting of an estate, it is clear 
that such children are considered by law as in being, 
for a variety of purposes : they are considered as in being 
a>t the death of an intestate, in order to be entitled to 
take under the statute for distribution of intestate es- 
tates ; they are capable of taking by descent estates in 
fee simple or in fee tail. It is admitted that they are 
to be considered as in being for such a purpose as the 
present. The whole foundation for the argument, that 
such children are to be considered as in being for their 
own benefit only, rests upon some words which some 
reporters of decisions, have ascribed to Judges when de- 
livering their opinions upon claims made by such chil- 
dren ; but these words, if they are used in those cases, 
by no means negative the proposition, that such chil- 
dren are in being for all purposes ; there is no reason 

(a) HarriiOK ▼. Harritont Slit /niy, 1786. 

for 



1850. 

Thbllosson 
mid Others 

V. 

WOODPORD 

vnd Ihhen 



382 



CASES IN TRINITY TERM 



1805. 

Thbllusson 
and Others 

0. 

Woodford 
andOUieni 



for confining the role, they are entitled to all the privi- 
leges of all persons ; and it is reasoaable that they 
should be the means of conferruig privileges apon other 
persons ; but the law considers such children as in be- 
ing in cases in which they may be prejudiced ; they 
may be vouched in a recovery (a), though such voucher 
is for the purpose of making them answerable over b 
value ; they may be executors. Such a child was con- 
sidered in being for such a purpose as the present, in 
Long V. Blackall, which is a complete decision on the 
very point. Supposing that the case of Long v. Black- 
all has not settled the point, the words in the testator^s 
will '' bom in due time afterwards" afibrd a principle of 
construction sufficient to maintain the point. Those 
words must be considered in construction of law as de- 
scribing that period during which persons may come 
in esse, for whose lives according to lawthe accumulation 
may go forward. 

6. With respect to the objection, that the words of 
restriction in the will " as shall be living at the time of 
my decease or born in due time afterwards" are, accord- 
ing to just construction, to be confined to the last class 
of persons during whose lives the accumulation is to be, 
and cannot, according to the rules of construction, be 
carried back to any of the preceding classes. It is 
submitted that the clause of restriction cannot be dis- 
connected from all the descriptions of persons whose 
lives are specified ; it is one sentence, and the qualifi- 
cation is applicable and must be applied to the whole 
Strict grammatical construction is not the rule which 
governs in wills, if the intention of the testator require 
a different Construction : and this sort of construction 
applies to all cases whether the testamentary disposi- 
tion be contrary to, or consistent vrith, what may be 
considered worthy of favour. The intention of the tes- 
tator, if it is not inconsistent with the rules of law, is 

(a) Co. Irtf. 300. a. 

alone 
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alone to be attended to. It is impossible to read the 
clause in question, with a riew to diseover the meaning 
of the testator, without being convinced that the tes- 
tator meant to apply the restrictive words to all the 
members of the clause that should require such restric- 
tion ; the adding the restriction, after the enumeration 
of the last class of persons, was not because it was 
intended to apply to that only, but in order to avoid 
the frequent repetition of it. 

6. As to the objection that the testator has exceeded 
the bounds prescribed by law for the suspence of pro- 
perty, in the clause by which he directs the property 
to be invested in the funds until purchases can be found, 
if such objection is now to be repeated, the answer is, 
that such is the case in every will where there is a di- 
rection to lay out an accumulating fund of principle and 
interest in lands. It is always in this way that, until 
the purchase can be made, the money is to be accumu- 
lated, where an accumulating fund is to be made the 
ground of purchase ; the interest and dividends, until 
the purchase is made, are never directed to be paid to 
the person who would be entitled to the rents and pro- 
fits of the lands to be purchased. 

Edw. Law. 

Sf. Percival. 

J. Campbell. 
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This case was aigued on several days at the bar of 
the House by Mamjield and Rondlly for the Appellants, 
and the Attorney-General {Perdval), the Solicitor-Ge- 
neral {Sutton), Pigott, Richards, Alexander, and Cox, for 
the Respondents. After the argument, the following 
questions were proposed to the Judges on the motion of 
the Lord Chancellor (a). 

1st. A testator by his will, being seised in fee of the 



(a) Lord EUon. 
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real estate therein mentioned, made the following de- 
vise : — I give and devise all my manors, messuages, 
tenements, and hereditaments, at Brodsworth in the 
county of York, after the death of my sons Peter lumc 
Thellusson, George Woodford TheUusson, and Charles Thd- 
lusson, and of my grandson JoknJThellusson, son of my 
son Peter Isaac Thdlusson, and of such other sons as my 
said son Peter Isaac Thellusson may have, and of such 
sons as my said sons George Woodford Thellusson and 
Charles Thellusson may have, and of such issue as 
such sons may have, as shall be living at the time of 
my decease, or bom in due time afterwards, and, after 
the deaths of the survivors and survivor of the several 
persons aforesaid, to such person as, at the time of the 
death of the survivor of the said several persons, shall 
then be the eldest male lineal descendant of my son 
Peter IsaaoThellusson and his heirs for ever. — At the 
time of the testator's death there were seven persons 
actually bom answering the description mentioned in 
the testator^s will, and there were two in ventre sa mere 
answering the description, if children m ventre sa mere 
do answer that description ; all the said several persons, 
so described in the testator's will, being dead, and at 
the death of the survivor of such several persons, there 
being living one male lineal descendant of the testator's 
son Peter Isaac Thellusson, and one only : Is such person 
entitled by law, under the legal effect of the devise 
above stated, and the legal construction of the several 
words in which the same is expressed, to the said manors, 
messuages, tenements, and hereditaments, BtBrodsworth ? 
2d. If, at the death of the survivor of such several 
persons as aforesaid, such only male lineal descendant 
was not actually bora, but was in ventre sa mere. Would 
such lineal descendant when actually bom be so enti- 
tled? 



On this day the unanimous opinion of the Judges 

was 
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was pronoanced by the Lord Chief Baron Macdonald, 
who spoke to the following effect : — 

The first objection to the will is, that the testator has 
exceeded that portion of time within which the contin- 
gency must happen, upon which an executory devise is 
permitted to be limited by the rules of law, for three 
reasons. First, Because so great a number of lives can- 
not be taken as in the present instance to protract the 
time during which the vesting is suspended, and conse** 
quently the power of alienation suspended. Secondly, 
That the testator has added to the lives of persons who 
should be bom at the time of his death the lives of per- 
sons who might not be bom. Thirdly, That, after enu- 
merating different classes of lives during the continuance 
of which the vesting is suspended, the testator has con- 
cluded with these restrictive words, " as shall be living 
at my decease, or bom in due time citerwards/' and that 
as these words appertain only to the last class in the 
enumeration, the words which are used in the preceding 
classes being unrestricted, they will extend to grand- 
children and greatrgrand-children, and their issue, and 
so make this executory devise void in its creation, as 
being too remote. With respect to the first ground, 
1712. the number of lives taken, which in the present in- 
stance is nine, I apprehend that no case or dictum has 
drawn any line as to this point, which a testator is for- 
bidden to pass. On the ccmtrary, in the cases in which 
this subject has been considered by the ablest Judges^ 
they have for a great length of time expressed them- 
selves as to the number of lives, not merely without 
any qualification or circumscription, but have treated 
the number ,of co-existing lives as matter of no mo- 
m^oit ; the ground of that opinion being, that no public 
inconvenience can arise from a suspension of the vest- 
ing, and thereby placing land out of circulation during 
any one life, and that in fiact the life qi the survivor of 
xnaay persons named or described is but the life of 
Vol. L N. S, C c some 
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some one. This was held without dissent by Twisden 
in Love v. Wyndham, 1 Mod. 50. twenty years before the 
determination of the Duke of Norfolk*s case, who says 
that the devise of a farm may be for twenty lives, 
one after another, if all be in existence at once. By 
this expression, he must be understood to mean any 
number of lives, the extinction of which could be proved 
without difficulty. When this subject of executory 
trusts came to be examined by the great powers of Lord 
Nottingham as to the time within which the contingency 
must happen, he thus expresses himself: *' If a term 
'* be devised, or the trust of a term limited, to pne for 
life with twenty remainders for life successively, 
and all the persons are in existence and alive at the 
time of the limitation of their estates, these, though 
they look like a possibility upon a possibility, are all 
good, because they pix>duce no inconvenience ; they 
wear out in a little time.'' With an easy interpreta- 
tion, we find from Lord Nottmgham what that tendency 
to a perpetuity is, which the policy of the law has con- 
sidered as a public inconvenience, namely, where an 
executory devise would have the effect of making lands 
unalienable beyond the time which is allowed in legal 
limitations, that is, beyond the time at whicb one in 
remainder would attain his age of twenty-one, if he 
were not bom when the limitations were executed. 
When he declares that he will stop where he finds an 
inconvenience, he cannot, consistently with sound con- 
struction of the context, be understood to mean, where 
Judges arbitrarily imagine they perceive an inconve- 
nience, for he has himself stated where inconvenience 
begins, namely, by an attempt to supersede the vesting 
longer than can be done by legal limitations. I under- 
stand him to mean, that wherever Courts perceive that 
such would be the effect, whatever may be the mode 
attempted, that effect must be prevented ; and he gives 
the same but \j^o greater latitude to executory devises 

and 
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and executory trusts as to estates tail. This has 
been ever since adopted. In Scatterwood v. Edge, 
1 Salk. 229^ the Court held that an executory estate, 
to arise within the compass of a reasonable time, 
is good, as 20 or 30 years; so is the compass of 
a life or Uvea ; for let the Uyes be never so many, 
there must be a survivor, and so it is but the length of 
that Kfe. In Humbenton v. Humberstou, 1 P.Wm9> 332. 
where an attempt was made to create a ve^st num- 
ber of estates for life in succession, as well to per^ 
son3 unborn as to persons in existence. Lord Coicjxer 
restrained that devise within the limits assigned to 
common law conveyances, by giving estates for life to 
all those who were living (at the death of the testator), 
and estates tail to those who were unborn, considering 
all the co-existing lives (a vast many in nun^ber) as 
amounting in the end to no more than one life. Hi^ 
Lordship was in the situation alluded to by Lord No^* 
iingham, where a visible inconvenience appeared. The 
bounds prescribed to limitations in common law con* 
veyances were exceeded, the excess was cut off, and 
the devise confirmed within those limits. Lord Hard* 
uich repeats the same doctrine in SfieffieldY. Lord Orrery, 
3 Aik. 282. using the words "life or lives" without any 
restriction as to number. Many other cases might be 
cited to the like effect, but I shall only add what is )fkid 
down in two very modem cases. In Gtamally, Wood (a). 
Lord Chief Justice WUles speaks of a life or lives with- 
out any qualification ; and Lord Tkurlow in Robinson v. 
Hardeastkijb), says that a man may appoint 100 or 1000 
trustees, and that the survivor of them shall appoint a 
life estate. \t appears then, that the co-existing lives, 
at the expiration of which the contingency must hap- 
pea« are not confined to any definite nnmber. But it 19 
wkad> shall laiidj^ be rendered unalienable during the 
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lives of all the individuals, who compose very large so- 
cieties or bodies of men, or where other very extensive 
descriptions are made use of? It may be answered, 
that when such cases occur, they will, according to 
their respective circumstanees, be put to the usual test, 
whether they will or will not tend to a perpetuity, by 
rendering it almost, if not quite, impracticable to ascer- 
tain the extinction of the lives described, and will be 
supported or avoided accordingly. But it is contended, 
that in these and other cases the persons, during whose 
lives the suspension was to continue, were persons im- 
mediately connected with or immediately leading to the 
persons in whom the property was first to vest when 
the suspension should be at an end. I am unable to 
find any authority for considering this as a sine qua non 
in the creation of a good executory trust. It is true 
that this will almost always be the case and mode of 
disposing of property, introduced and encouraged up to 
a certain extent, for the convenience of families which 
in almost all instances look at the existing members of 
the family of the testator and its connexions. But when 
the true reason for circumscribing the period, during 
which alienation may be suspended, is adverted to, 
there seems to be no ground or principle that renders 
such an ingredient necessary. The principle is, the 
avoiding of a public evil by placing property for too 
great a length of time out of commerce. The lengdi of 
time will not be greater or less, whether the lives taken 
have any interest, vested or contingent, or have not ; 
nor whether the lives are those of persons inunediately 
connected with or inmiediately leading to that person 
in whom the property is first to vest, terms to which it 
is difficult to aniiex any precise meaning. The policy 
of the law can no way be affected by those circum- 
stances, which I apprehend looks merely to durattCMi d 
time. This could not be the opinion of Lord Thtalow 
in Robinson v. Hardcastk, nor is any such opinion to be 

found 
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foand in any case or book upon this subject. The re- 
sult of all the cases upon this point is thus summed up 
by Lord Chief Justice WiUes (.Rq), 215.) with his usual 
accuracy and perspicuity : '' Executory devises have 
not been considered as mere possibilities^ but as certain 
interests and estates^ and have been resembled to con- 
tingent remainders in all other respects; only they 
have been put under some restraints to prevent perpe- 
tuities. As at first it was held that the contingency 
must happen within the compass of a life or lives in 
being, or a reasonable number of years ; at length it 
was extended a little further, namely, to a child in ventre 
sa mere at the time of the father's death, because, as 
that contingency must necessarily happen within less 
than nine months after the death of a person in being, 
that construction would introduce no inconvenience, 
and the rule has in many instances been extended to 
21 years after the death of a person in being, as in that 
case likewise there is no danger of a perpetuity." Com- 
paring what the testator has done in the present case 
with what is above cited, it will appear that he has not 
postponed the vesting even so long as he might have 
done. The second objection which has been made in 
this case is, that the testator has added to the lives of 
persons in being at the time of his decease, those of 
persons not then born. It becomes, therefore, neces- 
sary to discover in what sense the testator meant to use 
the words " bom in due time afterwards." Such words^ 
in the case of a man's own children, mean the time of 
gestation : what is to be intended by these words in this 
will must be collected from the will itself. It may be 
collected from the will itself, that by those words the 
testator meant to describe the period of time within 
which issue might be bom during whose lives the trust 
might legally continue, or, in other words, whom the 
law would consider as bom at the time of his decease. 
Now these could only be such children of the several 
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persons named as their respective mothers were eraknt 
with at tfte time of his death ; or, he may have meant 
to use the word "tioie^ as denoting that period of time 
Which would be the necessary period for effecting his 
ptnrpose. This is probable from his tising the same 
word, as applied to the time during which the presenta- 
tion to the advowson olMarr might be suspended with- 
out incurring a lapse. TTiat a child in vetUre sa mere 
was considered as in existence, so as to be capable of 
tiling by executory devise, was maintained by PcwtS 
m the case oiLoddingtony. Kime, 1 Ld.Raym. 207. upon 
this ground, that the space of time between the death 
of the father and birth of the posthumous son was so 
short that no inconvenience could ensue. So in Noitfcy 
V. Strange, 1 P. Wms. 340. Sir J. Trevor held that by a 
devise to children and grandchildren an unborn grand- 
child should take. Two years after. Lord Maccle^idd 
m Btfrdett v. Hopegood, 1 P. Wms. 486. held that where 
a devise was to a cousin, if the testator should leave no 
son at the time of his death, a posthumous son should 
take as being left at the testator*s death. In WaBtsv. 
Hodgson, 2 Atk, 117. Lord Hardwicke held that a post- 
humous child was entitled under the statute of distri- 
butions, and his reason deserves notice. '' The princi- 
pal reason (says he) that I go upon is, that the Plaintiff 
was in ventre sa mere at the time of her brother's death 
and consequently a person in rerum naturd ; so that by 
the rules of the common and civil law she was, to all 
intents and purposes, a child as much as if bom in the 
father's lifetime. Such a child, in charging for the por- 
tions of other children living at the death of the father, 
is included as then living, Beale v. Beale 1 P.fFiiu.244. 
and so in a variety of other reports. In Basset v. Basset, 
3 Atk. 203. Lord Hardwicke decreed rents and profits 
which had accrued at a rent-day preceding hia birth to 
a posthumous child, and since the stat. of 10 8r 1 1 W. 3. 
r* 16. such children seem to be considered in all cases of 

devise. 
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(l^vise, and mdrriage or other settlement, to be living at 
the death of their father, although not bom till after his 
dece^e. Itis otherwise consideredin the case of descent. 
In Roe r. Quarterly, 1 Term Rep* 630. the devise was to 
He»ter Read for life, daughter of Walter Read, and 
to the heirs of her body ; and for default of such 
issue, to suoh child as the wife of Walier Read is 
now ensient with, and the heirs of the body of such 
child, then to the right heirs of Walter Read and 
Mary his wife. It was contended that the last limi** 
tation was too remote, as coming after a devise to one 
not in being, and his issue. But the Court said, that 
since the stat. of King WilUam, which puts posthu- 
mous children on the same footing with children born 
in the lifetime of their ancestor, this objection seemed 
to be removed, whatever was the case before. In GuUi* 
ver V. Wickett, I Wils. 106. the devise was to the wife 
for life, dien to the child, with which she was supposed 
to be ensient, in fee, provided that if such child should 
die before 21 leaving no issue, the reversions should go 
to other persons named. The Court said, if there had 
been no devise to the wife for life, which made the ul* 
terior estate a contingent remainder, the devise to the 
child in ventre sa mere, being inftUuro, would have been 
a good executory devise. In Doe v. Lancashire, 6 Term 
Rep. 49, the Court of King's Bench has held that mar- 
riage and the birth of a posthumous child revoke a will, 
in like manner as if the child had.been bom in the life- 
time of the father. In Doe v. Clarke, 2 H. El, 399. Ld. 
Chief Justice Eyre holds that independent of intention, 
an infant in ventre sa mere, by the course and order of 
nature, is then living, and comes clearly within the 
description of children living at the parent's decease ; 
and he professes not to accede to the distinction be- 
tween the cases in which a provision has been made 
for children generally, and where the testator has been 
supposed to mariL a personal affection for children who 

happened 
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happened to have been actually bom at the time of hm 
death. The most recent case is that of Long v. Elaek- 
all: there the Court of King's Bench had no doubt that 
a devise to a child in ventre sa mere in the first instance 
was good, and a limitation over was good also on the 
contingency of there being no issue male or descend- 
ant of issue male living at the death of such posthu- 
mous child. It seems then, that if estates for life had 
been given to the several cesttds qui vie in this will, and 
after their deaths to their children, either bom or oi twi- 
tre sa mere at the testator's death, they would have been 
good. No tendency to perpetuity then can arise in the 
case of such lives being taken, not to confer on them 
a measure of the beneficial interest, but^tofix the 
time during which the vesting of the property, 
which is subject of this devise, shall be protracted -, in- 
asmuch as the circulation of real property is no more 
fettered in one case than in the other. It is, however, 
observable that this question may never arise, if it shall 
so happen that the children m venire matris at the death 
of the testator shall not survive those who were then 
bora. 

The third ground of objection depends upon the ap- 
plication of the restrictive words which are added to 
the enumeration of the different classes of persons du- 
ring whose lives the restriction is suspended. This ob- 
jection I conceive will be removed by the application 
of the usual rules in construing wills, to the present 
case* First, where the intention of the testator is 
clear, and is consistent with the rules of law, that shall 
prevail. His intention evidently was to prevent aliena- 
tion as long as by law he could ; if then it is to be sup 
posed that the restrictive words are to be confined to 
the last of seven different descriptions of persons, and 
that the testator intended to leave the four descriptions 
of persons which immediately preceded this 7th class, 
without the benefit of such restriction, although they 
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equally stand in need of it, we must do the utmost vi" 
olence to all established rules on this head. That con- 
struction is to be adopted which will support the gene- 
ral intent. The gnunmatical rule of referring qualifying 
words to the last of the several antecedents, is noi even 
Supposed by grammarians themselves to apply, when the 
general intent of a writer or speaker would be defeated 
by such a confined application of them. Reason and 
conmion sense revolt at the idea of overlooking the 
plain intent which is disclosed in the context, namely, 
that they should be applicable to such classes as re- 
quire them, and as to the others to consider them as 
Surplusage ; if words admit of more constructions than 
one, that which will support the legal intention of the 
testator is in all cases to be adopted. I do not trouble 
your Lorships with any observations upon the objec- 
tions arising from the magnitude of the property in 
question, either as it now stands, or may hereafter 
stand, or as to the motives which may have influenced 
this testator, nor his neglect of those considerations by 
which I or any other individual may or ought to have 
been moved ; that would be to suppose that such to- 
pics can in any way affect the judicial mind. For these 
imperfect reasons, I concur with the rest of the Judges 
in offering this answer to your Lordships' first question. 
With respect to your Lordships' second question, the 
objection to such child being entitled must arise from 
an allowance having been made for the time of gesta- 
tion at the end of the executory trusts. It seems to 
be settled that an estate may be limited in the first in- 
stance to a child unborn, and I apprehend to the first 
and other sons in fee as purchasers. The case of Long 
V. BlackaU, 7 T. R. 100. seems to have decided that an 
infant in ventre matris is a life in being. The estab- 
lished length of time during which the vesting may be 
suspended is during life or lives in being, the period of 
gestation, and the infancy of such posthumous child. 

If 
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If then this time has been allowed in some cases at the 
beginning, and in others at the termination of the sus- 
pension, and if such children are considered by the 
construction of the stat. of 10 8f 11 W. 3. c. 16. as 
being bom to such purposes, what should prevent the 
period of gestation being allowed both at the com- 
mencement and termination of the suspension, if it 
should be called for ? In those cases where it has 
been allowed at the commencement, and particularly 
in Long v. Blackall, it must have been obvious to the 
Court that it might be wanting at the termination, yet 
that was never made an objection. In GvHwer v. 
Wickelty the child which was suppposed to be in ventre 
sa mere might have married and died before 21, and have 
left his wife ensient: in that case a double allowance 
would have been required, yet that possibility was 
never made an objection, although it was obvious. In 
Long V. Blackall, according to the printed report, the 
precise point was not gone into. But it is plain that 
the attention of the Court must have been drawn to it, 
for the learned Judge (a), who argued that case in sup- 
port of the devise, expressly stated " that every com- 
mon case of a limitation over, after a devise for a life 
in being,, with remainder in trust to his unborn issue, 
includes the same contingency as was then in question ; 
for the heir for life may die leaving his wife ensient, and 
the only diftrence is that the period of gestation oc- 
curs at the beginning instead of the end of the first le- 
gal estate. It must have been palpable that it might 
possibly occur at both ends. Every reason then for 
allowing the period of gestation in the one case, seems 
to apply with equal force to the other, and leads the 
mind to this conclusion, that it ought to be allowed in 
both cases, or in neither case. But natural justice, in 
fieveial cases, having considered children in ventre sa 
mere as living at the death of the father, it should seem 
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that ix> distinction can properly be Made, IniI that in 
die singular event of both periods being t^qnkedy they 
should be allowed, as there catt be no tendency to a 
perpetuity. 

After the opinion of the Judges had been delivered. 
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The LoBD Chancei^lob addressed the House as fol- 
lows. The learned Judges faaTing given their opinion 
upon tiie points of law referred to them, there is 
aothing regaining for the oonsideration of the House 
except one question, which oould not be refeived to 
the Judges. This cause was decided in tbe Court of 
Chancery by Lord Hossfyn, with the assistanoe of Lord 
Alvmde^y Mr. Justice BuHer, and Mr. Justice Lmorence: 
and I believe that I speak in the hearing of those who 
know that the late Lord Kenyon oonld hardly be brought 
to consider these questions as fit to be aigwed, thinking 
it dangerous, after what had been settled with respect 
to executory devises, to allow so much consideration 
to be given to them. This opinion upon the subject 
was never doubted, in the case of B(Mns&n v« Hard- 
caUk (a) it is laid down as unquestionably competent 
to a teirtator to give the power of appointing a life es« 
tate to the survivor of a thousand persons, to begin at 
the decease of such survivor. Your Lordships therefore 
have the concurrent testimony of all the learned per* 
sons to whom I have alluded, as well as of the learned 
Judges whose unanimous opinion has been delivered 
this day upon this great case : not great indeed on ac- 
count of the questions which it involves, or of any 
thing of which as Judges we can take notice, since the 
decision must be the same whether the property in 
question be one hundred pounds or seven hundred 
thousand pounds fer annum. If it were allowable to 
entertain a wish upon the subject, perhaps we might all 

(a) 2 Bro. C&. Ca. 30. 
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concur : but we are only to consider whether there be 
any thing in this will to render it illegal. When it wsu^ 
said, that an attempt to tie up property for nine lives 
was illegal, I thought that such a proposition could 
never be supported : for the length of time does not 
depend upon the number, but on the nature of the 
lives. If we are to argue on probabilities, two lives 
may last longer than nine or ten. If in the year 1796 
estates had been devised to accumulate during the 
lives of so many of the members of this House as have 
died since that time, it might have been argued that 
the property was tied up for 20 or 30 lives : and yet 
this number of lives has worn out in a very short period* 
The question therefore cannot turn upon the magnitude 
of the property, or the number of the lives. The ques- 
tion is, whether there be any rule of law which pre- 
scribes a period for which property may be unalienable. 
Now the language of all the cases is this, that property 
may be so limited as to make it unalienable during any 
number of lives. I know no other rule but that. Such 
being the law, there is another question arising upon 
this will which is a pure question of equity, viz. Whe- 
ther a testator can direct the rents and profits to be ac- 
cumulated during that period for which he may so make 
the property unalienable? That he may do so I take 
to be most clear. In truth I speak in the hearing of 
those who will assent to me when I say, that if the tes- 
tator had given the residue of his personal estate to 
such person as should be the eldest male descendant of 
Peter Isaac TheUussan at the death of the survivor of all 
the lives without more, that simple bequest would di- 
rect an accumulation until it should be seen what per- 
son answered the description of that male descendant ; 
and the effect of the common rules of law would have 
supplied the rest. The course of proceeding would have 
been to inquire whether the executory devise of the per- 
sonal estate to such future individual were good : and 

if 
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if it were good, then wherever the residue was given, 
the interest and profits would go likewise. There can 
be no more objection to such person taking the interest 
than the capital itself. Suppose the nine persons 
during whose lives the property is tied up had been 
lunatics : the interest and profits would be accumulated 
without any direction. Nor does the policy of the law, 
which respects perpetuities, apply to the case of accu- 
mulation. The rents and profits are not locked up, but 
are constantly invested, and a fund is kept in a course 
of constant circulation. If then the fruits of the pro- 
perty are kept in constant circulation while the property 
is limited, what objection can there be to accumula- 
tion ? I remember in the case of Mrs. Buckleif^ will, 
where the testatrix had given property such second 
son of her infant daughter as should first attain the age 
of 21, Lord Kenyan, then Master of the Rolls, directed 
the whole profits to accumulate during that period, 
taking the rule to be quite clear, that so long as the 
property was unalienable, he might direct the rents and 
profits to accumulate. And I speak with great since- 
rity when I say, that I never could entertain the least 
doubt upon the subject. If we lay aside all the cases 
which have occurred since the act of the 39 4r 40 Geo. 3. 
C.98. there is nothing to impeach it. That act was 
rather a matter of surprise upon me ; and perhaps it is 
not one of the wisest legislative measures. But it must 
be remembered that it expressly alters what it takes to 
have been the former law ; and confines the power of ac- 
cumulation to 21 years : but if your Lordships were to 
exercise the power of accumulation in all the cases allow- 
ed by the act, the accumulation would be enormous. It 
did not occur to those who fi*amed the act of the 39 ^ 
40 Geo.3. that if this very will had been made subsequent 
to the passing of that act, the accumulations directed by 
this will would have gone on for 21 years. The Court 
of Chancery has decided that if a person makes such a 

dispo- 
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disposition of his property that it may be unalienable 
for a longer period than is allowed by the act, sach 
disposition is only void for so much as exceeds the 
term of 21 years, leaving it good for the rest of the 
term (a). The only points which have ever appeared 
to me to bear an argument, have been those upon the 
critical meanix^ of the words ''as shall be living at the 
time of my decease," and the words " or bom in 
due time afterwards," which follow the description of 
the persons during whose lives tlie property is tied up. 
If fix>m any disinclination to give effect to this will, 
your Lordships were to construe the former words as 
refemng to the last description of persons only, that 
disinclination would be gratified at the expence of over- 
turning all the rules of construction which have been 
settled for ages ; and even if your Lordships should 
feel inclined to give any relief by legislative interference 
(which would be very bold), I am quite sure that you 
will not be so bold as to give a wrong judgment in 
point of law. With respect to the other point, viz. 
the words "bom in due time afterwards,** I observe 
that, according to the printed report, one of the Judges 
(i) held that these words must refer to a child in venire 
sa mere; and the others, that they amounted to a de- 
claration of the testator's will that the property should 
be unalienable and accumulate during the lives of all 
the persons bom or unborn, whom the law authorized 
him to take as lives. In my opinion either of these 
constmctions may be taken to be the tme meaning 
agreeably to the rules of law ; but I must ^d, that 
according to the mles of law the House must put such 
a constmction upon the words as will support the tes- 
tator's intention. It is therefore quite beside the ques- 
tion to argue what child should take ; because the tes- 
tator is describing the lives of persons in order to de- 
fine the period of time during which the power of alien* 



(a) GiilUAf ▼. V»€, 9 r«. jm. IS7. 

(6) Mr. JofUce BuHer, See 4 Ve$,jw, 8St. 
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ation is to be suspended, and the accumalation is to 
go on. But if it were necessary, I should have no 
difficulty as a lawyer in stating to the House, that I 
think the rule of law has been rightly laid down, that 
the period of gestation is to be taken at the beginning 
and the end. In GvUwer ▼. Wickett the devise was 
to a child of whom the mother was ensient^ with a pro- 
viso that the property should go over if that child 
should die under 21 without issue; and in the con- 
struction of that devise it was laid down, that the 
devise extended to the child in ventre 9a mere of 
the child to whom the property was devised ; and that 
if the child to whom it was given had attained 20 
years of age, and married and died leaving his wife 
ensient, it could not be said that the property was not 
vested. In the case of Long v. Blackall I thought it 
my duty as counsel to submit to the consideration of 
the Chancellor such points as occurred to me in sup- 
port of the interest of my client, and urged that the 
allowance for the time of gestation was made at both 
ends. I thought that the point was not treated with 
the respect that it deserved. The Chancellor sent the 
case to the Court of King's Bench ; but the point was 
not made ; and when I pressed the Chancellor to send 
it there again, his answer upon that occasion w^s, that 
he was very much ashamed of ever having sent it 
there, and that he would not send it again. I know 
that Lord Kenyon's opinion was quite clear upon the 
subject, as well as those of Mr. Justice Buller and Mr. 
Justice Lawrence. This therefore is a case in which 
the legal doctrine is clear, and equitable doctrine is 
clear. Whatever may be our regret upon the subject, 
is it not our duty to determine according to the rules 
of law and equity ? When I put the question whether 
this judgment shall be reversed, I shall think myself 
bound to say that I think it ought to be affirmed. 

Judgment affirmed. 
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A. 

ACTION ON THE CASE. 

N aotion on the omo does not lie for 
permiuiTe waite. Gibtom ▼. Weils, 
7.45Gfi0.8 Pa9e290 



'A 



ACTION PERSONAL. 

1. An action of oorenant for npt leTying a 
fine, is a personal action within the meaning 
of the 13 Gfeo.8. r. 61. s.l. which em- 
powers the jndge to certify the Defendant's 
residence in Wale», if the rerdict be under 
10/. in order that a nonsoit may he entered* 
Davus ▼. /oMf, E, 46 Geo. 8. 867 

ADMINISTRATOR. ' 

Sm Executor and Administrator. 

VOL. I. N. R. 



ADULTERY. I 
Sm Baron and Feme 1. 

AFFIDAVIT. 
S«e Practice 2. 

AFFIDAVIT TO HOLD TO BAIL. 

1 . An affidarit to hold tq bail, which stated 
the Defendant to be indebted to the 
Plaintiff as indorsee of a bill of exchange, 
without alleging the bill to have be- 
come doe, was held sufficient. Davison 
▼. March, H. 45 Gfeo. 3. Page 16T 

AGENCY. 

See Evidence 2. 

AGREEMENT. 
See Money had and receited 2. Vari- 
ance 1, 

D d AMEND- 
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AMENDMENT. 

See Right, Writ of, 1. 3. 

1. If to a rejoinder oonolading with a reri- 
fication the Plaintiff add the nmiUttr, and 
take the record down to trial, and the 
Defendant obtain a yerdiet, the Coort 
will not grant a new trial, bat will 
amend the record. • Chrundy ▼. MeU, E. 
44 Geo. S. Poft 28 

ANNUITY. 

1. Certain premiies were oonTeyed bj deed 
to a tnutee to seoare an annnitj, in troat, 
if the annoitj ahonld be io arrear 60 
days, by lease, sale, or mortgager, to 
raise the arrears, and permit the person 
entitled to the freehold to receire the 
rents and profits of the residae, and he 
was created a trustee for the grantor 
till default of payment. The memorial of 
the annuity described the trustee to be 
** a trustee nominated on the part of the 
grantee,** without stating any of the 
truNts ; held that it did not suffioiently 
describe the person for whom he was 
trustee aocdrding to 17 Geo. S. c. 26. 
Aekev T. Mackrttk, H, 45 Qto, 8. 214 

2. If the consideration of an annuity be 
paid by the clerk to the bankers of 
the grantee, the deed by which the 
annuity is granted must specify the 
name of such clerk, and describe him 
as (he person by whom the consider- 
ation was actually paid. ibid 

APPEARANCE. 
See Fbmb Covert 1. Praotioe 7. 

ARREST. 
See Feme Covert 1. 



1. Defendant haying giren a bond, condi- 
tioned for the payment of a sum of mo- 
ney if a sentence of a Vioe-Admiralty 
Court should be affirmed on apfteal, and 
the appeal haying been dismissed for 
want of prosecution. Defendant waa ar- 
rested and holden to bail ; the appeal 
being restored upon petition, the actios 
was suspended, and the bail discharged ; 
but, being again dismissed, a new actkm 
on the bond was commenced, and the 
Defendant was again ariested and holden 
to bail. From this second arrest the 
Defendant applied to be discharged ; but 
the Court rejected the application. Weoi- 
wuslon y. Scott, JB. 44. Geo. 8. Page 18 

2. Plaintiff haring reooTcred judgment, and 
levied part under a jl. fa., arrested the 
Defendant for the residue in an action 
on the judgment, he not having been 
arrested in the original action ; and the 
Court refused to discharge him. Hetee 
v. SteveneoH, M. 45 Geo. 3. 188 

8. An attachment for non-payment of mo- 
ney to A . having issued against B, from 
this Court, and the process being in the 
hands of an officer who had not been able 
to serve B» therewith, B. was met by A, 
in the street, and oarried bj violence to 
the chambers of C, who was A*s attor- 
ney, and there detained while the original 
process wtts sent for, and seryed upon 
him ; the officer was also sent for, (but 
not by it.,) and on B*e leaving the 
chambers of C. he was arrested. The 
Court held this arrest illegal, and db- 
charged B, Birch v. Prodger M. 45 Gee. 8. 

ASSESSMENT. 

I. Commissioners under an act of parliament 
directing them yearly, and every year to 

rate, 
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rate, eliarge, tax, and asseM certain lands 
for a certain nnmber of years* haring 
omitted to make any rate or assessment 
for seTeral years, at length made an 
assessment for one year, and added to 
it the arrears of the past years, and 
leried for the assessment so made, in- 
clftding such arrears. Held that no 
arrears could be due f(jr the years re- 
specting which no assessment had been 
made, and that the distress was there- 
fore bad. Nnetonr. Young, H. 45 Gfeo.3. 

Pagt 187 



ASSIGNEES OF BANKRUPT. 



Sm Bankrupt 2. 



ASSIGNMENT 



See Evidence 4. Stamps 9. 



ASSUMPSIT. 

Set Goods sold and dbliteebd. Mo- 
ney HAD AND RECEIVED. 

1. A. haying a hone to sdl, agreed to 
let B. have him for 30 guineas, if he 
lilted him, and that he should take him 
a month upon trial. B> accordingly took 
him, and kept him about a fortnight, 
and then told A. he liked the horse 
but not the price : and A» desired him 
if he did not like the price to return 
the horse ; B, however kept him ten 
days more, and then returned him, but 
A» refused to receive him and brought 
an action on the contract for 30 guineas, 
the price of the horse. Held that he 
could not maintain such action. ElUs v. 
Mortimer, E, 46 Cho* 3. 857 



ATTACHMENT. 
SeeBML5, Practice a, 3. 



ATTORNEY. 



See Costs S. 



AVOWRY. 



See Pleading 3, 4 



AUTHORITY. 



See Assessment 1. 



B 



BAIL. 

See Feme Covert 1. 

1. Where a judgment against the principal 
is set aside upon condition that the bail- 
bond should stand as a security, the 
bail, if sued upon the bail-bond, are 
entitled to a rule to plead and a demand 
of a plea, before judgment can be signed 
against them. Evans ▼. Sunum, T. 44 
€Uo, 3. Page 63 

2. On the quarto die pott of the return of 
the CO. so. against the principal, the bail 
are fixed ; and if, after that time, they 
apply to stay proceedings against them- 
selves pending a writ of error, the Court 
will not grant the application unless they 
undertake to pay not only the condem- 
nation money, but also the costs of the 
action against themselves, the costs of the 
applicalion, ana where there is no bail 
in error, the costs of the proceedings in 
error. Copusi, BUfion, T. 44. Oe9* 3. 67 

D d 9 3. If 
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ft. If the bail apply to staj prooeedioga 
upoD the bail-bond, or against the sheriff, 
thej Deed not swear to merits, thoagh 
a trial has been lost. Hardittjf t. Stofr, 
M.A5 Geo. 8. Pag€\& 

4. Where bail have been rejected the De- 
fendant cannot sarrender withoat patting 
in fresh baiL MiUsy. Head, M.A& Gto.Z. 

137 

6. The Defendant has foar dajs exolasive, 
from the day of the excq>tion, to jostifj 
bail : And if an attachment be obtained 
on the fourth daj, the Court will set it 
aside withoat first calling on the De- 
fendant to jostifj bail. Mojfcoek t. StAjf- 
wum, Jf. 45 Gfco. 8, 189. 

6. If the principal be aotpallj in the custody 
of the sheriff at tho time when the latter, 
at the instance of the Plaintiff, retans 
noH est mv9Htu$ to a co. so., the Coort 
will set aside saeh retom, together with 
all sabse^aent proceedugrs against the bail, 
and order the money levied ander an exe- 
cation to be retamed to them. ForjytA 
V. Marrwii, E, 45 Oeo. 8. 251 



BAIL BONDS. 



See Bail 1. 



BANK NOTES. 

Se* EVIDBNCE 1. FOROBRY I. 



BANKRUPT. 

1. A trader having a coonting-hoaee in 
town, and a dweliing-hoase in the conn- 
try, left the former, (to which he nerer 



retamed,) tsking his booka with him, 
and slept at his dwellbg-hoose a few 
nights, when he finally left thai also* 
Held, that having qaitted bis eoonting- 
boose withoat the ■■iwi rcacrtoiA, he 
began to absent himself from that day, 
within the meaning of the 13 £lis. c7. 
«. 1. and thereby committed an act of 
bankraptcy. JwB$u v. Da Cou&m, £.45 
Gfco. 8. 



2. The debt of a creditor who has joined 
in a petition to sapersede a prior com- 
mission, and proTed his debt onder a 
second commission, coapled with an act 
of bankrnptoy prior to thai on whieh the 
second commission is Ibanded, may be 
set op to defeat snob second commis- 
sion, by a Defendant in an action at 
the soit of the assignees under that com- 
mission. Btardmore t. Skme, B. 46 Gee. 8. 



BARON AND FEXE. 

iS'ce Feme Covert 1,2. Fine 1. Plead- 
ing 7. 

1. In an action of debt on a bond by the 
trostees of the Defendant's wife, to en- 
force payment of an annaity seenied to 
her, the Conrt refnsed to allow the De- 
fendant to withdraw the general iasne, 
and plead, let. that the Defendant's wife 
had oommitted adnltery, and waa living 
in that state ; and, aeoondly, thai abe 
had committed adnltery at the time when 
the bond was exeontcd in her farQar, 
thoagh tiie Defendant was ignorant thereof, 
bemg of opinion, that snch pleas, if plead- 
ed, woold not have been a good definee 
to the aotioo. Field ▼. Ferrer, If. 45 
Geo. 8. 121 

BAS* 
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BASTARD. 

1. The mother of an infant illegitimate child 
is entitled to the caatodx ®^ ^^ child in 
preference to the father, though, from his 
circamstances, he maj be better able to eda- 
cate it. Ex-parU Atm Knee, M. 45 Oto. 3. 

Page 148 

BILLS OP EXCHANGE AND 
PROMISSORY NOTES. 

See Appidavit to hold to Bail 1. 
Stamps 1. 

BOND. 
Su Condition 1. Stamps 8. 



c. 

CANDIDATE. 

See Defamation 1. 

CERTIFICATE. 
See Common Informer 1. Pleading 8, 9. 

COLLECTOR. 
See Taxes 1. 

COMMON INFORMER 

1. A common informer maj recover penalties 
against a proctor for acting as such, without 
having obtained and entered his certi6cate 
under 37 Geo. 3. c. 00. Barnard t. OoeiUng, 
E, 45 Qeo, 3. 245 

CONDITION. 

1. A bond was given to ^., B., C, &c« pay- 
able to them and their successors, as the 



governors of the Society of MMkians, con- 
ditioned to secure /. H'e faithfoUjr ac- 
counUng with them and their sucoessorSf 
governors, 4^., as their ooUeotor; after- 
wards the society was incorporated by 

letters patent, at which time /. JET. had 

* 

duly accounted for all monies collected by 
him, but, after the incorporation, received 
money, for which he did not account. 
Held that the obligor of the bond was 
not liable for such default of /. JET. in an 
action on the bond. Banee v. Qhrdkr, E 
44 Oeo. 3. Page 34 

CONSIGNOR AND CONSIGNEE. 

See Stoppage in Transitu 1.^ 

CONTRACT. 
See Assumpsit 1. 

COPYHOLD. 
See Covenant 3. Ejectment 1. 

CORPORATION. 

See Condition 1. 

COSTS. 

See Bail 2. County Court and Court 
op Requests l. Replevik 1. 

1. This Court will not allow an attorney's 
lien upon the costs to prevent a set-off 
in costs between the parties to a suit. 
Emden t. Darleif, E. 44 Geo. 3. 22 

2. If a PlaintiflT sue for assault, batteiy, 
and imprisonment, but only prove an im^ 
prisonmeut, and obtain one fsrthhig da- 
mages, a certificate of the Judge under 

the 
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the 43 JEHs, c. 6. will depriye him of costi. 
Emaui T. L^e, E, 45 Gw, 8. Page 256 

S. A dedimmM poteitatem charged in an at- 
torney's bill is a safficient item to enable 
the Coart to refer the bill for taxation, 
though, with this excepti»D, it be entirely 
for conyejaneing. Ex'parU Pricketi, E, 
45 Geo. S. 266 

4. If an exeeotion be set aside with costs, 
as having been sued oat after the allow- 
ance of a writ of error, the Coart will 
not permit (he costs of the application t9 
be set off against the costs of the action, 
bat will compel the Plaintiff to pay them 
forthwith. BiU t. Tebb, 2 7. 45 Geo. 8. 

311 

COVENANT. 

See Action personal 1. 

1. CoTcnant in a lease that the lessee would 
not dig grayel out of any part of the de« 
mised premises without consent of the 
lessor, or paying to him l(h. per load, 
except what should be dug out of two 
acres, part of the premises demised, and 
part of a garden late in the possession of 
A. B» By indorsement made on the lease 
before execution it was agree<l that it 
should be lawful for the lessor to let any 
part of the within-demised premises for 
the purpose of making bricks or tiles, he 
paying the lessee 3/. for erery acre which 
he should so let ; and further, that it should 
be lawful for the lessee to break up and dig 
for grayel any part of the within-demised 
premises, he coyenaating to pay to the 
lessor 20/. for eyery acre he should break 
op and dig at or before the expiration of 
the time, and to mak<f good the same. 



Held that the lessee was not entitled to 
dig for grayel in the two acres of gardes 
ground mentioned in the lease vithoat 
making them good. FKni y. Brmtdba, T. 
44(?so.S. Payn 

2. If tenant in tafl male demlne for a tern 
of 09 years, and his lessee assign orer 
to another, but, before aiicli aaaignmenl, 
tenant in tail male dies, witheat isMM 
male, no action of coyenant vpoa the lease 
can be maintained against the represeats- 
tives of the grantor by sooh assignee, 
the lease being yoid at the time of the 
assignment, and no interest posaing oader 
it. Andrew y. Pearee, JST. 45 Geo. 3. 

156 

3. A copyholder demised his oopyhold to 
/. S,, to hold for one year, and at the 
end thereof from year to year, for IS 
years more, in all 14 years, if the lord 
would grant licence, but so as not to 
create a forfeiture, and coyenanted that 
the lessee should quietly enjoy duriog 
the term aforesaid ; and the lease cos- 
tained many coyenaats and proyiaoes ap- 
plicable only to a lease for seyeral years. 
After the expiration of the first year, tke 
copyhold was purchased by the lord, and 
surrendered to a trustee for him ; who 
immediately gaye a regular notice to qoit 
to /. S., no licence to let haying been 
obtained. Held that, upon the expiration 
of the notice, the trustee might mainfaia 
an ejectment ; and that no action would 
lie on the coyenant for quiet enjoymeat 
Though the contents of the lease were 
known to the lord before he completed 
his purchaae, and though the coyenaat of 
the yendor against the inonmbraaees cos- 
tained an exception of the snbsistiog 

leasH 
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leases ander which the tenanU then held. 
Luff kin T. Nuim, B» 45 Geo. 3. 

Pag€ 16S 

COUNTY COURT AND COURT 
OF REQUESTS. 

1. If a Defendant reside in Middlesex, and 
keep a warehoase within the city of 
London, Jointly with another, bnt, after 
the commencement of an action against 
him for a small demand, tell the Plaintiff 
that he does not keep the warehonse in 
qaestion, and the Plaintiff, npon inquiry 
in the neighboarhood of the warehonse, 
can obtain no intelligence respecting the 
Defendant, the Conrt will not, under the 
89 4* ^0 ^«o« '• c, 104., exempt the 
Defendant from payment of costs on the 
gronnd of the verdict being under 6L and 
that he ought to have beeu summoned to 
the Court of Requests. Jeffeties t. Watts, 
H. 45 Geo. 3. 153 



D. 

DEBT. 



See Executors and Admin istratobs 1. 



DEED. 



See Covenant 1. 

DEFAMATION. 

See EviDENCB 3. 

1. Defamatory words, which are actionable 
in themselves, are not the less so because 
they are alleged to have been spoken of 



one as a candidate to serve in parliament 
Harwood v. Astley, T. 44 Geo, 3. 

Page 47 

DEFEAZANCE. 

See Stamps 4. 

DETINUE. 

r. In detinue, when the goods are alleged 
to have come to Defendant by finding, 
it is sufficient for the Plaintiff to prove 
that the goods came to the Defendant by 
wrong. Mills v. Graham, M. 46 Geo* 3. 

140 

2. At least unless the finding be traversed. 

ib. 

DEVISE. 

1. Devise to the use and behoof of the tes- 
tator*s niece> S, C, and his two nieces 
S, G, and A. C, and the survivor and 
survivors of them, and the heirs of the 
body of such survivor and survivors as 
tenants in oommon, and not as joint te- 
nanis. Held that under this devise S. C, 
E» G,, and A. C. took as tenants in com- 
mon. Garland v. Thomas, T. 44 Geo* 3. 

82 

2. A. by will gave to his wife an annuity 
of 200^ for her life, in addition to her 
jointure, (which was secured upon an 
estate in the West Indies,) and 6000/. to 
his two younger children, to be paid at 
21, and appointed JB., C, and D. as 
trustees of inheritance for the execution 
thereof. Held that no interest passed to 
B., C, and D. in tlie testator's real es- 
tates. Trent v. JBanmng, M. 45 Geo. 3. 

116 

3. TesUtor 
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S* Testator devised to A, tot life, nod after 
her death to JB. for life, sod at the de- 
cease of A, and H., or the sarvivor, 
gare all his real estate to C. if be should 
live to attain 21 ; hat in case he should 
die before that age, and D. should sor- 
vive him, in that case to D,, if he shoold 
live to attain 21, bnt not otherwise ; bat 
in case both C and D. should die before 
either of them should attain 21, then to 
E, in fee. Held that C. took a vested re- 
mainder. Bromfieldr, Cromdtr, 7.45 (7so.3. 

Page SIS 

4. The devisor, after using these introductory 
words, " as touching such worldly and 
personal estates wherewith it has pleased 
God to bless me, I give and dispose of 
the same in the following manner," gave 
an estate for life to his wife in all his 
freehold, leasehold, and oopj^old, and, 
after her death, gave " all his lands, 
houses, ^e. in manner following;" to ^., 
one of his grandsons, he gave " all his 
lands, freehold; copyhold, and leasehold 
in £.,'* and proceeded" also I devise all 
my estate, freehold and copyhold, in H," 
to him ; to JB., another grandson, he gave 
all his estate, lands, 4^ called or known, 
4'C. with 500/. ; and to C, his remaining 
grandson and his heir at law ** the house I 
now live in, with all the lauds, ^c* he- 
longing to the same, and also my houses 
and lands commonly called or known, 4'/t., 
and also 600/.** Held that A, took only 
an estate for life in remainder in the de- 
visor's estate in E. Doe d. Wright v. 
Child, 7. 45 Geo, S. 335 

5. Devise of real aiMl personal estate to 
trustees, their heirs, executors, and ad- 
ministrators, in trust to lay out the per- 



sonalty in land, and daring the lives 
of the testator's sons A., B,, and C, 
and of his grandson P,, the son of A^ 
and of such other sons as ^. then hsd 
or might have, and of such issue as D. 
might have, and of such issae as asj 
other sons of A. might have, and of sack 
sons as JB., C, and D. might have, and of 
such issue as such sons might have, as 
should be living at the time of the tes- 
tator's decease, or bom in due time af- 
terwards, and during the live* and life 
of the survivors or survivor, to reorive 
the renta and pix>fits of the real estste 
devised and to be purchased, and lay 
out the same, from time to time, ai 
they should arise, in land } and after 
the death of the survivor of such per- 
sons, to divide the whole into three lots, 
and to convey one to the eldest male 
lineal descendant of each of his three 
sons in tail male, with remainders to the 
second and third, and every elder male 
lineal descendant, with cross remainders 
in tail male ; remainder to the trustees 
in fee, upon trust to sell and pay the 
produce to the king, to he applied to 
the use of the sinking fund, as should 
be directed by parliament This is a 
good devise at law, and equity will en- 
force the trusts. 7ik«/lMs*ofi v. Woodford, 
7. 45 Geo, S. Pa^^ 357 



DISCONTINUANCE. 



See Right, Writ op, 2. 



DISTRESS. 



Su Assessment 1. 
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EJECTMENT. 

1. A copyholder demised hit copyhold to 
/• S, to hold for one year, aod at the 
eod thereof from year to year, for IS 
years more, io all 14 years, if the lord 
would grant licence, hot so as not to 
create a forfeiture; and covenanted that 
the lessee shonld quietly enjoy daring 
the term aforesaid ; and the lease con- 
tained many corenants and provisoes ap- 
plioahle only to a lease for scTeral years. 
Aftor the expiration of the- first year the 
copyhold was purchased by the lord, and 
surrendered to a trustee for him, who 
immediately gave a regular notice to quit 
to /. S; no licence to let haying been 
obtained. Held that, upon the expira- 
tion of the notice, the trnstee might 
maintain an action of ejectment, though 
the contents of the lease were known to 
the lord before he completed his pur- 
chase, and though the corenant of the 
vendor against incumbrances ciwtained an 
exception of the subsisting leases under 
which the tenants then held. Lmflm v. 
^laM. IL 45 Oeo. 8. Page 16S 

S. Service of a declaration in ejectment, 
by nailing it on the barn-door of the 
premises, in which bam the tenant had 
oocasionally slept, there being no dwell- 
ing-house, and the tenant not being to be 
found at his last place of abode, was al- 
lowed to be good service. Feiui v. Roe, 
T. 45 Geo. 3.' 203 

S. The Conrt held service of the declara- 
tion in ejectment on the wife of tbe te- 



nant in possession sufficient, provided it 
could be shewn that the wife lived with 
her husband. Jmtty d. Pnalom v. CtUte, 
45 G^eo. 3. Page 308 

EMBEZZLEMENT. 

1. Exchequer-bills purchased by the Bank 
for a good ooosideration, but signed in 
the name of the auditor of ihe exche- 
quer by a person not legally authorised, 
are securities, or at least effects, within 
the meaning of the 15 Oeo. 2. c. 13. «. 12 
and if a servant of the Bank embeule 
such bills he may be convicted of felony 
mider that statute. JUs v. Ashti, E. 

44 Geo. 3. l 

ERROR, WRIT OP, 

See Practice 6. 

1. The teste of a writ of error need not 
be on a seal dsrjr. HUl v. Teib, T. 

45 Geo, 3. 208 

2. A writ of error may he made returnable 
before the day on which the judgment 
is actually signed, if the writ of error 
and judgment are of the same term. 

EVIDENCE. 

See Detinttb 1, 2. Pleading 5. Re- 
lease 2. Variance 1. 

1* Dpon an indictment for disposing of and 
putting away a forged bank note knowing 
it to be forged, the prosecutor may give 
evidence of other forged notes having 
been uttered by the prisoner, in order to 
prove his knowledge of the forgery. JUx 
V. WffUe, T, 44 Geo, 8. 

2. In 
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2. In an actioD on the sUtote for nsarj in 
disoouatiog a bill, it waa prored that one 
B. demanded pajment of the aoeeptor, 
and commenced an action against him, 
and afterwards reeeived the amount of 
the bUl and the costs of those proceed- 
ings on prodacing the bill, and gave a 
receipt as attorney of the present De- 
fendant ; this without further evidence of 
B. being the agent of the Defendant, and 
without the prodaotion of the proceedings 
against the acceptor, was held good prtind 
fade evidence to be left to a jury of the 
Defendant having received the usurious 
interest (hstm v. Bamm, M. 46 Oto, 8. 

Page 101 

S. Action for these words spoken by De- 
fendant of the PlaintiOr in his profession 
of a physician : '* Dr. S, has upset all 
we have done, and die he (the patient) 
must." It was proved that the Plaintiff 
bad practised several years as a physi- 
cian, and having been called in during 
the absence of a physician, who, with the 
Defendant, attended the patient ; the De- 
fendant, as apothecary, made up the me- 
dicines prescribed by the Plaintiff for the 
patient in question, Qtutre, Whether, on 
this declaration, it was necessary for the 
Plaintiff to produce a diploma, or other 
direct evidence, that he had taken a de- 
gree in physic, in order to maintain the 
action, the Court being equally divided. 
Smith V Taglor, H. 45 Oeo. S. 106 

4, If a parol warranty and agreement to 
assign be reduced into writing, but not 
stamped, and the assignment be after- 
wards legally executed, the warranty can- 
not be proved by parol. HodgtM v. Drake- 
fvrd, E, 45 Ceo.^S. 270 



ESTOPPELLu 
S— Covenant 2. 

V 

EXECUTORS AND AD^UNIS- 
TRATORS. 

1. Debt does not lie against an adminis- 
trator upon a simple contract of his in- 
testate. Barry v. J2o6in«on, T. 45 Geo. 3. 

Pagt^Sd 

EXECUTION. 
iSes Practice 6. 



F. 



FELONY. 

8€€ Embezzlement 1. Evidence 1. 
Forgery 1. 

FEME COVERT. 
Sea Baron and Feme 1. Fine 1. 

1. The Court will discharge a feme covert 
Defendant upon a commmi ^pearaace, 
though she contracted the debt as a feme 
aole« and was enlrosted by the Plaiotifi' 
as such, unless she represented herself (o 
be single. CoOku v. Romed, T. 44 Gfee. S. 

2. To a plea of coverture the Plaintiff re- 
plied, that the Defendant's hnaband " lived 
and resided in parts beyond the seas, wis, 
in Irebmd: and that the Defendant lived 
in this kingdom separate and apart from 
her husband as a single woman ; and as 

sacb 
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sacb single woman promised/' i^. H«ld 
bad apon a graeral demurrer. Farrar t. 
Lady Grmard, T. 44 Geo. S. Page 80 

FINE. 

See Action Personal 1. 

1. Where the estate of a married woman 
has been regolarly sold, with the consent 
of her hosbaad, the conveyance executed 
by him, and the porchase-money paid, 
the Conrt of C. B. wiU not prevent the 
wife from levying a fine becaose her hos- 
band has since become aoii compot. Stead 
V. J»ard» T. 45 Geo. 8. 812 

FORFEITURE. 

See Covenant 8. Ejectment 1. 
Seaman's Wages 2, 8. 

FORGERY. 

See Evidence 1. 

1. If A. deliver to B. a forged bank note 
to be pat off by the latter, this is a 
** disposing of and patting away" by A. 
within the 15 Geo. 2. c. 13. e. 11. Be* v. 
Palmer, T. 44 Geo. 3. 90 

FRAUDS, STATUTE OF. 






to parchase the debts. Auafey v. Marden, 
M. 45 Gee. 3. Page 124 

2. A note or memorandnm in writing of a 
contract for the sale of goods signed by 
the seller only, is not a safRcient memo- 
randnm within the meaning of the statute 
of frauds. Clumpum v. Plummet, E. 
45 Geo. 8. 252 

FREIGHT. 



iS^ Insurance 8, 6. 



G. 

GOODS SOLD AND DELIVERED. 

1. If goods be sold at two months credit, 
to be paid for by a bill at 12 months, 
and the goods be not paid fur after the 
expiration of the 14 months, the vendor 
may recover in an action for goods sold and 
delivered. Brooke v. White, T. 45 Geo. 3. 

330 

GREENWICH HOSPITAL 
See Seaman's Wages 1. 

GUARDIAN. 



See Bastard 1. 



1, A. being insolvent, a verbal agreement 

was entered into between several of his 

creditor^ and B,, whereby B. agreed to 

pay the creditors 10«. in the pound in 

satisfaction of their debts, which ^ey 
" agreed to accept, and to aasign their 

debts to B. Held that this agreement 

was not within the statute of frauds, 

not being a collateral promise to pay the 

debt of another, but an original ^contract \See BASTARD 1. 



H. 



HABEAS CORPUS. 



ilOtS£ 
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HOUSE TAX. 



Set Taxes I. 



I. 

INDEMNITY BOND. 
Sm Condition 1. Release 2. 

INCORPORATION. 
Sw Condition 1. 

INSOLVENT. 

Sm Lords' Act.. 

INSURANCE. 

1. Action on a policj on goods from Ber- 
derygge to Lornkm, effected bj the con- 
signees on the ISth oC December withoat 
commaiiicating t letter receiyed bj them 
the daj before, but dated the 30th Novem- 
ber, iofenning them that the captain wonld 
sail the next daj, and directing them, if he 
shonld not be arrived, to effect the in- 
•nrance •» low as possible ; held a material 
concealment, though the ship did not in 
fact set saU till the 24th of December, 
WUlie T. Ofeeer, T. 44 Geo, 8. Page 14 

S. Action on a policj on goods *< ontil the 
oargo shoald be discharged and safely 
landed ; ** on the arriTal of the ship the 
goods insured were pnt on board a lighter, 
hired in the usual waj, and brought to the 
plaintiff's wharf in the evening, but not 
landed on account of the rough weather t 



the Plaintiff theu undertook to see the 
landing himself, but, in the nigbt, the 
lighter, by an unavoidable aceident, was 
sunk, and the goods were lost: held that 
the underwriters were discharged. Siremg 
V. NatoOg, JB. 44 Geo. S. P«^ 16 

3. Policy on freight valued at 5001. on a 
voyage at and from Demerara, Berbiee, and 
the Windward 9nA Leeward hUmdg to Lon- 
don, The ship being at Demerara^ an 
agreement was entered into by the master 
with a house there for'a freigbt from Berbiee 
to London, the cargo to be put on board at 
Borbke, and the ship to take a oargo of 
bricks and planks from Demtrara to Berbke, 
and deliver them there ; while proceeding 
from Demerara to Berbiee, with the bricks 
and planks on board, she met with an ac- 
cident, and in oonseqaeoce never earned 
her freight. Held that it was w>t a loss 
within the policy. Seller w, M' Vicar, E, 
44 Cfeo. 8. 28 

4. In effecting a policy on the 8th otJamuang, 
at WIdUhdven, on a ship " at and from 
Barbadoes to Liverpool,*' a broker s letter 
was produced, stating that the ship msured 
was not coppered, but a slow sailer ; was 
expected to havfe sailed on the 28th ^o- 
vember; and that the Barton, a co^Mred 
vessel, and very 6eet, which had sailed the 
24th from Barbadoes, had arrived on the 
5th January, but no notice was taken of 
the Agreeable, another coppered and 6eet 
vessel, whtdi sailed the 29th Nooeatber, 
ftaving also arrived on the same day as the 
Barton, After verdict for the Plaintiff, 
the Court refused to grant a new trial on 
the ground of concealment. LittledaU v. 
Dison, H, 45 Geo, 8. l5l 

5. Policy 
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WM entitled to recoTcr for a total Iom. 
Any T. LU»do, E, 45 Oeo.Z, 

Page 2S6 



5. Polio J on good* on board a particolar 
ship from A, to B., ** agatnat sea-risk 
and fire onlj ;*' in the ooorse of the toj- 
age from J. to B. the ship was carried 

ont of the coarse of the Tojage bj a ISSUE. 

king's ship, but being afterwards releas- 
ed, she proceeded on the yoyage insured, ; ^^ AMENDMENT 1. 
and, while so proceeding, the goods in- 
sured sustained sea-damage* Held that 
the underwriters were liable for this 
loss. Scoli T. TAoflipsoN, H. 45 Geo. S. 

181 



JUDGMENT. 

iSm Arrest 2. 

JURY. 

Set Verdict 1. 



6. Policj upon the freight of the ship Stran- 
ger, at and from London to Jamaka, with 
libertj to touch at Madeira, and discharge 
and take goods on board there. The 
Plaintiffs had agreed by charter-partj that 
the ship should take ,in goods at London 
and proceed to Mtdeira, and there deli- 
ver auob part of the goods shipped at 
London as their agent should direct, and 
receive on board wine, and proceed to 
Jamaka, and then deliver j and the 
freighter agreed to paj 1S5/. in full for 
freight during the whole Toyage from 
London to Madeira, and from thence to 
Jamaka ; such freight to be paid in Ma- 
deira, on deliTcry of the goods shipped 
at London for that place, by Madeira See Pleading 7 
wbe, at 401. per pipe, to be carried in 
the said ship to Jamaica free of freight \ 
the ship arrived at Madeira, and delivered 
all her London csrgo, except 33 casks of 

coals, which the captain kept on board 

to stiffen the ship ; baring received part 

of his cargo for Jamaka, but not the irine 

to be paid for freight, a gale of wind 

arising, the captain was obliged to cut 

bis cables, and run out to sea, when he 

was oaptnred. Held that the Plaintiff 



1. If to a rejoinder concluding with a verifi- 
cation, the Plaintiff add the eimitiler, and 
take the record down to trial, and the De- 
fendant obtain a verdict, the Court will 
not grant a new trial, but will amend 
the record. QnoAf t. MeU, £. 44, Geo. 3. 

28 



LANDLORD AND TENANT. 



LEASE. 
See Ejectment 1. Covenant 2. 

UBEL. 
See Defamation 1. 

LICENCE. 
See Ejectment 1. Covenant 2. 



LIEN. 
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LIEN. 

iSm Costs I. Stoppage in Transitu. 

LIGHTER-MAN. 
Sm Insurance 2. 

LIMITATIONS, STATUTE OF 

1. Under • plea of the statute of limitfitions 
the plaintiff gare in erideoee a letter of 
the Defendant** in answer to an applica- 
tion for pajment of his debt, in which 
the latter referred the Plaintiff to his so- 
licitors, bj whose opinion he shoold be 
goremed, adding '* they are in possession 
of mj determination and abilitj ;" and 
also a conrersation with the Defendattt*s 
solicitors, in which thej stated that if 
the Plaintiff had a letter which would 
bind the Defendant, the debt woold be 
paid if it amounted to lOOiL ; this being 
left to thn jury, a verdict was found for 
the Plaintiff; but the Court, inclining to 
think it did not take the case out of the 
statute, grauted a new trial. Biehull ▼. 
KeppeU, £.44 Geo. 3. Page 20, 



LORDS' ACT. 

1. Payment of the weekly allowance to a 
prisoner under the lords' act, to the per- 
son who opens the door of the prison, 
is a sufficient payment to the prisoner 
within the meaning of the act. Parsoiu 
T, SoUmtm, M. 45 Geo. 8. Ill 

2. If a note for the weekly allowance to a 
prisoner in execution at the suit of a 
corporation, be sealed with the corpora- 
tion-seal, it is a sufficient compliance with 



the words of the lords' act, which require 
it to be signed with th^ name or mark 
of the Plaintiff. Doe t. Hogg, T. 45 Geo. 3. 

Pi^ 366 



MANOR. 
See Ejectment I. Covenant 2. 

MEMORIAL. 

<S!m Annuity. 

MONEY HAD AND RECEIVED. 

1. ^. having obtained a patent for an in- 
vention, of whtch he supposed himself the 
inventor, agreed to let B, use it tqioa 
payment of a certain annual sum secured 
by bond ; this sum was paid for several 
years, when B, discovering that A, was 
not the inventor, buf that it was in pub- 
lic use before A* obtained his patent* 
brought an action for money had and re- 
ceived to recover back the amount of the 
annuity paid. Held that be could not 
recover. Tagtor v. Han, E. 45. Geo. 3. 



2. The Plaintiff having declared upon an 
agreement to deliver soil or breese with 
a count for money had and received, 
proved that the Defendant having agreed 
ti> deliver soD, he the Plaintiff paid 21. 
5s, for earnest, but that the Defendant 
refused to deliver the soil. Held that 
he could not recover damages for the 
non-delivery on the first count, on ac- 
count 
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coant of the variaone ; nor the 2/. 6t. 
upoD the Becondy becanse the agreement 
waa still in force. Cooke v. Munstomt, T, 
45 beo. 3. Page 351 



N. 

NONSUIT. 
See Action personal. 



o. 



OBLIGATION. 



Sm Condition 1. 



P. 

PATENT. 

See Monet bad and received 1. 

PERSONAL ACTION. 
See Action personal 1. 

PLEADING. 

See Detinue 1, 2. Feme Covert 3. Mo- 
ney had and received 2. Varlance 1. 

1. The first coont of a declaratioo beiog io 
trover for bills of exohange, and the se- 
cond and third coantB stating the deli- 
very of the bills to the Defendant, in 
order that he might get them disconnted 
for a certain commiasion, and his hiviog 



got them disconnted, and his converting 
and disposing of the money to his own 
use ; the Defendant demurred generally ; 
on the ground of a misjoinder of tort and 
contract, the snbject of the two last counts 
beiog matter of contract ; but the Court 
held that, on a genera) demnrrer, as all 
the counts were in the form of tort, Jodg- 
ment must be for Ihe Plaintiff if any -one 
count was good, /wfin v. Smme!, B. 44 
Geo, 8. Pa^ 43 

2. In an action for words alleged to have 
been spoken of one as a candidate to 
serve in parliament, it is not necessary 
to set out the writ, in order to shew 
that the plaintiff was a candidate. J7ar- 

wood V. Attlejf, T. 44 Geo. 8. 47 

« 

3. The 11 Geo. 2. c 19. respecting avow- 
ries in replevin, does not extend to an 
avowry for a rent-charge. Aifpil v. Clarke, 
7. 41 Geo. 8. 56 

4. The defendant in replevin having made 
cognizance for rent-service as bailiff of 
A; B., and C.» who were lawfitlly pos- 
sessed of a certain manor, of which the 
locus in quo was parcel, and holdeu at a 
certain rent ; the Plaintiff replied that A,, 
B. and C. were not seized in their demesne 
as of fee of the manor. Held bad on 
demnrrer. b6. 

5. If a contract of freight and demurrage be 
entered into by deed, the Plaintiff cannot 
declare in debt generally, and give the 
deed in evidence, but ought to declare 
upon the deed^ Atty v. Parish, M» 45 
Geo. 8. 104 

6. Declaration stated that Plaintiff, at the 
request of E. B. and Jf. B., sold and de- 

' lirered to them goods of a certain value ; 

and 
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and that, io ooMideration thereof, and also 
in oonaideration that the PlaiotiflT, at the 
re4|oest of the Defendaut, would forbear 
and give day of payment of the said sam of 
money. Defendant, by a certain note or 
menorandam in writinfjr, signed by him, 
undertook to pay him the money, and then 
alleged that Plaintiff', relying on the pro- 
mise of Defendant^ did forbear and give 
day of payment of the said sum, 4*. After 
verdict for Plaintiff the Court refused to 
arrest the judgment on the ground of the 
declaration not stating to whom the for- 
bearance was given. Marshaa v. BtrkM- 
*ham, H, 45 €^w, 8. page 172 

7. In debt for double the yearly value, under 
4 (7eo.S. e. 28., the Plaintiff, after stating 
a demise to the Defendant's wife, and her 
subsequent intermarriage with the Defend- 
ant, alleged, in the first oonnt, a notice 
to quit and demand of possession delivered 
to the Defendant and his wife ; and, in 
the second oount alleged a notice to quit 
and demand of possession delivered to the 
wife previous to her intormarriage with 
the Defendant Held that, to support the 
second oount, the wife need not be joined 
for conformity ; and that to sustain the 
action it was not necessary to have given 
a notice' to the husband subsequent to the 
intarmarriage. Lake v. Smith, H, 46 Oeo, 3, 

174 

8. Proctors cannot be sued together as for 
one offenco in not having obtaiued and 
entered their certificate. Barnard v. Ooti- 
ling, E. 45 Geo, 8. 245 

9. Qtuare, Whether it be not bad to sue 
under the statate for not having obtained 
and entered a certificate, without dis- 



tinguishing which of those two omissions 
the person sued has been g^ty of ? 

Page 245 

10 In an action against 46 Defendanta, 
where the dedaratioa contained two oounU 
for woik done by Plaintiff as an attorney, 
and two more for work done by him, 
without saybg in what oqiaeity, the Court 
ordered two counta to be struck out, and 
the word " Defendanta'' to be substitated 
for the names of the Defendanta in all the 
places where they occurred, except the 
first Meeke v. Oxiade, T. 45 Geo. 3. 

889 

PLEDGES. 
See Rbplbvim 1. 

PRACTICE. 

Sea Apfidayit to hold to Bail. Arrest 

1, a, 3. Bail. Costs 1, Ejbctmbnt 

2, 8. Feme Covert 1. Pleading S. 
Replevin 1. Venue 1,2. Verdict!. 

1. Where a judgment against the principal 
is set aside upon condition that the bail 
bond should stand as a security, the bail, 
if sued upon the bail bond, are enti- 
tled to^ rule to plead, and a demand of 
a plea, before judgment can be signed 
against them. Evane v. Surmum, T. 44 
Geo. 8. ^ 

2. If the affidavit, upon which a motion for 
an attachment is founded, merely state 
that the officer of the sheriff was served 
vrith a oopy of the rule to bring in the 
body, but does pot add that the original 

rale 
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rale was shewn to him, the Court will set 
aside the tttaohiieiit. BartmrS t. Btrger, 
M.A5Gto.%. PagB 121 

a* The Court win not open the rule ler u 
attaohment on the mere affidarit of the 
party, that he has not been serred ; at 
least, mdesa he shew some mistake in the 
serrioe. HcpUjf ▼• Grmtger, E. 45 Oeo S. 

4. When time to plead has been obtained, if 
the Defendant plead, and ghre a role to 
reply, before the exjnration of snob time, 
the nde to reply will be of no ayail onless 
be give notice of his ploa. Om t dy t. BoT' 
rowdaU, B. 45 Gso. 8. 878 

5. Whero the Defendant and his attorney 
had been informed that a notice of de- 
claration was stock np in the office, the 
Coojt refused to set aside a judgment 
for want of senrioe of the notice at the 
Defendanf s last plaoe of abode. Lo$emore 
T. Cohen^ £. 45 Geo. S. 870 

6. The Conrt will not allow the Plaintiff 
to take oat exeention pending a writ of 
error, merely becanse the Defendant's 
attorney has declared that the debt would 
be settled, and that time was all the De- 
fondant wanted. RtnoHm r. Perry, T. 
45 Cho. 8. 307 

7. If ft Defendant aooept a deolaration and 
act as if an appearance has been entered 
for him, the Conrt will not afterwards 
permit him to set aside a judgment for 
want of an appearance hafing been en- 
tered. WUBawu T. Sirahm, T. 45 Geo. 8. 
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PRISONER. 

See Lords' Act 1, 8. 
Vol. I. N. R. 



PROCEEDINGS, STAYING AND 
SETTING ASIDE. 

See Practice 5. 7. 



PROCESS, 



See Practice 8. 



PROCTOR 



i9ee Common iNfORMEBl. Pleadino 8, 0. , 



PROMISSORY NOTES. 

See Affidavit to hold to bail 1. 
Stamps 1. 



PURCHASER. 



iSfee 'Title 1. 



R. 



RELEASE. 

1. il., the mother of B., haying entered 
into a bond on his behalf for 1000/., B, 
exeoated an indemnitj bond of the same 
date, vis, 86th April 1800, in the snm 
of 20001., conditioned for the payment of 
10002. three months after her decease ; 
on the 9th FeSmory 1801, A. made a 
codicil to her will, by which she reKn- 

E e quisbed 
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qniffhed twt debts doe firoxn him. Me of 
1000/. and one of 500/., and desired him 
to be pnnctnal in indemnifjiog her estate 
against the 1000/. bond of the 90th 
April ; three dajs after the execntion of 
thu codicil y A, execated a release to 
B,, in which, after mentioning a som of 
600/., for which she had hb bond, and 
two suns of 480/. and 800/. doe to her 
from B*g for which she had noeipts, ex- 
pressed that she had agreed to release 
B, from those soms, " and of and from 
all and anj other som or soms of money, 
claims, and demands Iherebj seonred, 
or intended to be seoored, and all 
other som or soms of monej, dsim 
and demand whatsoever," and released 
him acoordinglj from those soms, and 
all claim on acooont of those soms, 
" or for or on accoont of any other 
matter, cause, or thing whatsoerer/' Held, 
1st that this release did not extend to the 
indemnity bond. Buicker ▼. Butcher, Jf. 
46 Geo. 8. Poff lis 

8. And, 2dJy, that no extrinsic eTidenoe 
coold be admitted to explain the inten- 
tions of ^. as to the release. t6. 



RENDER. 



Sm Bail 4. 



RENT-CHARGE. 

• ■ 

Se€ Pleading 8, 4. 

REPLEVIN. ' 

See Pleading 8, 4. 

1. If insoflcieiit pledges de rstomo habtiido 
be taken hj the ofiicer of the Court 



below in replevin, the remedy agwast 
him is by notion, and thb Coort will not 
order him to pay the costs noorered by 
the l>efendant in replevin. Tessfyami v. 
GUdart, T. 46 Geo. 8. 



RIGHT, WRIT OF. 

1. The Coort refused to allow the De- 
mandant in a writ o{ right to amend the 
mistake of a christian name in the ooont, 
though an alBdavit aoooonting for the 
mistake was produoed. Chmimood ▼. 
MerjHmy T^44. Geo. 8. 64 



2.* Or to disoontinoe the suit; 



». 



8- The Coort refoscj^ ^ pennit the De- 
mandant in a writ of right to amend his 
ooont, by introdocing an ndditkmal step 
in the descent, thongh it vraa sworn that 
the mistake had arisen from the Deoiand- 
ant baring been misinformed fai the ooon- 
try, and that the Demandant would be 
barred olUess the amendment were al> 
lowed. Boy/is v. Meamkig, J?. 46 Geo. 8. 

238 



s. 



SALE. ' 

See Goods sold and dbliveeed 1. 
Stoppage in Transitu 1. Title 1. 

SEAMEN'S WAGES. 

I. Where the oaptain of a ship has so* 
ooonted open oath lo the ooUector of th« 

port 
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> port for a ram pf mooej,. u the wages 
dae to • deceased seamaB» aod paid, the 
same to Gretmrick Ho^al, voder the 
87 Oeo. S. c« 78.^ the representatiTO of 
such seaman may still sue the captain 
for anj wages dae beyond ihe sum so 
paid. ArmttroMg r. Smiik, T. 45 CUo. 8. 

Pagg 299 

9k If a sailor execute the articles pre- 
scribed by 87 Geo. 8. e. 78., and serve 
accordingly, and daring the voyage, part 
of the cargo be plundered, bnt by whom 
cannot be 'ascertained, he does not, in 
consequence of soch plonderage, forfeit 
his wages. Thompsom v. CoUmt, T* 45 
Oeo. 8. 847 

ZfSemb, That in such case he is not even 
liable to a proportionable dedacUon from 
his wages in common with the other 
sailors, on account of sach plunderage. 

SERVICE. 



iS'eePaAOTICE.8. 



SET-OFF. 



iSTee Costs 1, 4. 



SHERIFF. 



S€9 Bail 6. 



SHIPS. 



S€€ Seamen's Wages. 



SIMILITER. 



S4e Amendment 1. 



SLANDER. 



See Defamation 1. 



STAMPS. 

SeB Evidence 4^ . . 

i. A promissory note drawn before the 
87 Oeo. 8« Cm 186. upon a receipt stamp 
of equal value with that required for a 
promissory note, is not available in law. 
Chamberlam v. Porter. E. 44 Oeo. 8. 

Page 80 

2. The assignment of a lease in writing 
without seal, did not require^ a stamp 
before the 44 Gee. 8. c. 08. Hodges v. 
Xhrakefordp E. 45 Geo. 8. 270 

8. If a number of persons severally bind 
themselves in a penalty by one bond, 
conditioned for the performance by each 
and every of them of the ssme matters, 
such bond requires only one stamp^ Bowen 
T. AehUg, E. 45 Geo. 3. 274 

4. A defeasance upon a warrant of attorney 
does not require a separate stamp from 
that upon the warrant of attoniey. Cam- 
ihorne v. Holbm, E. 45 Geo. 8. 279 



STATUTE OP FRAUDS. 



iSTee Frauds, Statute of. 



STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 



See Limitations, Statute op. 



STATUTES 
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STATUTES CITED OR COM- 
MENTED UPON. 



Hen. 8. 
21. c. 7. (Embenleiiieiit) 

Elizabeth. 
IS. c. 7. t, 1. (Bankmpt)' 

Car, S. 
22 4- 2S. c. 0. t. ISO. (Cost*.) 

Will, ud Mae. 
5» c 21. «• S. (Stampt.)^ 

Will. S. 
94* iO. e. 2S. «. S7. (SUmps.) 

Anne. 
12 SUt 2. e. 0. #. 21. (Stamps.) 

Geo, I. 
9. c. 22. (Black Act.) 

Geo. 2. 

2* c. 25. (I«arceoj.) 

4. c. 28. (Doable yearlj Yalue.) 
11. c, 19. (SepIeTiD.) 
15. €. IS. s» 12. (EmbenlameDt) 

15. c. is. (Bank Notes.) 
^, c, S. (HoDse tax,) 
SO. c. 19. «. 1. (Stamps.) 

Geo. 8, 

13. c. 51. «. 1. (Wales.) 

16. c. 30. (Deer.) 

S4. «. 1. (Stamps.) 

17. r.26. (Amiiiitj.) 

19. c. 50. s. 16. (Stamps.) 
22. c, SS. (Stamps.) 
2S. c. 49. (SUmps.) 
58. (Stamps.) 



PagtZ 



2S4 



268 



276 



i5. 



a. 



6 



S 

174 

56 

1 

96 

281 

276 



267 

6 

276 

214 

276 

81' 

ib. 

276 



27. e. IS. s. 41. (Stu^ia.) 
SI. C.25. (Stamps.) 
S5. e.55. (Stamps.) 
87. r. 7S. (Seaman** Wages.) 
90. (Stamps.) 

12s. (Vnlawfid oath*.) 

186. (Sfampa.) 
89. C.85. (Embeolement) 
89 4* 40. c. 104. (Court of Requests.) ISS 



PMgtll 

A. 

Zt 

299 

»1. 245. 876 

5 

• S8 

S 



STOPPAGE IN TRANSITU. 

1. A oomber of Imles oi baooii» then Ijlsg 
at a wlnrf, havinc been sold Ar ss 
entire turn, to be paid for by a bill tt 
two months, an order was giyen to the 
wbarfinger to deUyer them to the readee* 
wbo went to the wharf, weighed tke 
whole, and took awaj sereral bales, sad 
then became bankrupt ; wherenpon tfce 
render, within 10 days from the time ^ 
the sale, ordered the wharlbiger not to 
deliyer the remainder. Bj the eastom 
of the trade, the charges «>f warefaoasbf 
were to be paid bj the Tendor for U 
dajs after the sale. Held that tlie 
▼endee had taken posaessimi of tlie 
whole, and that die Tender had so 
right to stop what naAMmfd in tfae 
hands of the wharfinger. Hammmi r. 
Anderton, T. 44 Cho. 8. ^ 



T. 



TAXATION. 



Se€ Costs S. 



TAXES. 



^ - - 
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TAXES. 

1. If a eooftablewick oonsut of Mrenl 
hamleU, and two oollooton of the dnties 
on boQseSy 4^. are appointed for each 
bamlet, and the collector or coOeotors of 
anj one bamlet fail in duly pajing over 
the money collected, the particular ham- 
let on]j where the ooUector or collectors 
have failed is liable to a re-assessment 
onder 20 (7m. 2. «. 8. and not the whole 
oonstablewick. Barrt t. Dighf, E, 45 
Geo. S. Page 881 



TITLE. 

1. The title of A pnrohaser for a ralaable 
consideration cannot be defeated bj a 
prior Tolnntaiy settlement, of which he 
had no notice, thongh be porobased of 
one who had obtained a coovejance by 
frand, bnt of which frand he, the ptnr- 
cbaser, was ignorant Dob d. JMhdl v. 
Martfr, T. 46 (7m. S. S82 



TREES. 

1. Certain lands, together with the woods, 
4v., were conveyed under a marriage 
settlement lo A* and H., their heirs 
and assigns, during the life of S, IT., in 
trust, to pay the rents and profits as the 
said S. W* should appomt during her 
life, and after her decease, to the use of 
such child or children of the marriage, 
and in such shares, as the said 8. W* 
should appoint ; and, fbr want of appoint- 
ment, to the use of the children equally, 
4%. and the heirs of their bodies, with 
cross remainders 3 and, in default of sacb 



issue, to the use of the right heir* of 
S* W. for erer. Held that A* and B, 
could not maintain troTer against the 
Defendant, a stranger, for certam trees, 
which had been cut down by order o 
the husband of S, W; and carried away 
by the Defendant. . BUker and another ▼• 
A»Mcomb9, E. 44 Oeo. 3. PagB 25 



TROVER. 



Sio Trees 1. 



u. 



USURY. 



Seo Evidence 2. Pleading 6. 



UTTERING. 



Sio Evidence 1. Forgery 1. 



V. 

VARIANCE. 

1. The Plaintiff having declared upon an 
agreement to deliver soil or breeie, with 
a count for if^oney had and received, 
proved that the Defendant having agreed 

to 
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to delirer toU, Im the PliiiiUff paid 
81. 6*. for euPBeft» bat that the. Defirad- 
•Dt refased to delsTmr the eoiU Held 
that he oonld Qot recover damages for 
the Bon-deliTerj oo the firat coont, oa 
aoooant of the Yaiianoe. CooH r. Mum- 
aleae, T. 46 600. S. Page 851 

VENDOR AND VENDEE. 

894 Goods solo amd delivered 1. 
Stoppagb in Transitu 1. Title 1. 

VENUE. 

1. The Court will not disoharge a rale for 
ohaDgb^^ the Yeirae firora A, to B> upon 
ao affidaril, shewing that the caase of 
aotJOD arose partly in A» and partly in 
B; and th|t all the witnesses reside in 
A* Bat the Plaintiff most undertake to 
gire material evidence in A, Hemkaw 
T. ButUy, M. 46 Gm. S. 110 

8. It ia no answer t5 an api^ioation to 
change the venae from XeiMfen to E$»ex 
on the asaal aflidavit, in an action com- 
menced by assignees; ■>'ibat the commis- 
sion was issaed, and the bankrnptoy 
declared, in Middksex, and the assignees 
chosen in London, /Bat in snoh case the 
Plaintifls can only retain th^ir venae by 
ondertakiog to give materiftl evidence 



where it is laia. Clarfts v. BsmT. T. 
45 Geo. S. P^e SMI 

VERDICT. : 

1. The Coart will not set aside a verdiot 
upon the affidavit of a jaiymaa that it 
was decided by lot, Owen v. Warbmrlvmf 
T, 45 Geo, 8. 



w. 

; WAGES. 

See 8eanen*s Wages 1. 

WALES, 

See Action Personal 1. 

WARRANT OF ATTORNEY. 

See Stamps 4. 

WARRANTY^ 
See Evidence 4. 

WASTE , 

See Action on the Case I. 

WORDS. 
iSnm Defamation 1. Bvidbnce 9. 



END OP THE FIRST VOLUME, NEW REPORTS. 



Jaylor, Green, and LitUewood, Printers, 15, Old Bailey. 



4 



/. 



\ 



'^- 



J8WJABQW) ._ 

NM> Nporti a> a>M> •tMd « 

■■■i 

361 05 044 652 720 



